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HAhh December weather! While I love not having to have the air conditioning
running 24 -7 I fully recognize this means a slow down in the fishing for me. 60
degree days with cloud cover can lead to some cabin fever, or worse fishing
withdrawals. For me the answer to this down time is tying flies, as well as a trip
to a couple of the fly fishing/tying shows that tend to happen in the winter, or
early spring. Additionally, DFC will have some up coming events and classes to
help keep us sane, or as close to sane as fly-fishers can achieve, while not being
able to chase fish. While our fishing season is a bit different it can be successful.
The club trip to the Colorado river was a huge success, some very nice stripers
being had, and reports up to just before Christmas indicated it was still fishing
well. The salt river and urban waters will continue to be good for trout where
they are stocked, and the occasional sucker, bass and carp.
Skills improvement is always a key to improving the number and quality of fish that we catch, lucky
for us DFC has plenty of talented people who love to share and teach! My goal in each of these letters
for the newsletter is to try and emphasize a skill to get better at.
This month I am going with knots. Knots become very important when you get a sizable fish on,
consequently for me it’s the most frequent point of failure when my tackle has issue with a nice fish on.
We happen to have a dedicated knot guru, Dick Brooks to the rescue! Frequently we rely on the double
or triples surgeon knot and a clinch knot, and they have served me well for a long time, however I have
recently tried to incorporate the blood knot and non-slip mono loop knot in my arsenal. Admitting fully,
it might be just in my head, I find the blood knot to work better when fishing dry flies because it doesn’t
“kink” the lines going into the knot and coming out of the knot, therefore keeping the line straighter
throughout the casting stroke and when it lands on the water. The non-slip mono loop is my go-to knot
for connecting flies to tippet, while I still use the clinch for tying certain dry flies on, the loop knot allows
more movement of the fly and has exceptional knot strength in my experience. On a final note, ask your
buddies what knots they use, and also ask those guys who like to go to the salt, those fish test knots a
bit more than freshwater fishing!
Program wise, we will be able to enjoy a nice program with Ed Lawrence, from Montana. In addition
to Montana, he has some great insight on the water of Wyoming he will share as well! I hope you enjoy
the newsletter and had a great holiday; we look forward to seeing you at the January meeting!
Best regards
Mike
Mike Faulkinbury-DFC Acting Pesident • live2flyfish@gmail.com

DFC 2022 Membership Renewal "Bonus" Club Perks!!
Once again this year...
Are you all set for an opportunity to win the Dave
Weaver Fly Rod?
Yes...time once again time to renew your DFC club
membership dues. For an added incentive we'll have
a monthly membership drawing for all who pay their
current 2022 membership dues.
There will be bonuses starting in January with a dry
fly Whiting Saddle feathers, donated by our Active,
DFC Club President, Mike Faulkinbury. February, DFC
Education Chairman, Tom Horvath, has donated a
favorite 7/8 Fly Reel. The March drawing, Rod Buchanan, DFC Membership Chairman, has hand crafted 1/2
dozen Bass Poppers. A chance to win each month…
including the Dave Weaver Fly Rod in April!!
Every renewal DFC member has a chance!!
Help us keep your DFC club growing with 2022 dues...
Get in on the monthly drawings. You're eligible for
each months bonus!!
Thank you.
We look forward to you and our, "All Better Together
DFC Fly Fishing Club for 2022!

DFC All Better Together Fly Fishing Club
OUR DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK!

WEDNESDAY • JANUARY 12, 2022

Our club speaker this month will be Montana outfitter...

ED LAWRENCE

Let's talk Madison and the“Miracle
“Miracle Mile”
of the North Platte!
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
WE'RE
GETTIN'
BACK
TOGETHER
AS A CLUB!

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL
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2022 Membership Drive is on!

....Renew and Receive one ticket for a Dave Weaver Fly Rod
It’s time to renew your annual DFC 2022 Membership:

$35 Individual • $350 Life Time | Renewals or New Members get 1 ticket...
2 tickets for NEW Lifetime membership for the Dave Weaver Fly Rod drawing
in April. All Lifetime Members will automatically receive 2 tickets- each year!
2022 Dave Weaver Fly Rod: 7.6 ft • 3/4 wt - For those special streams hidden away
in Arizona. Smooth action and sensitive to the touch, crafted for many hours of pleasure.

BONUS PLUS!!
JANUARY
WHITING
SADDLE
FEATHERS

Each month an added drawing for all who renew!
FEBRUARY
7/8
FLY REEL

MARCH

1/2 DOZ.
HAND CRAFTED
BASS POPPERS

APRIL

DAVE WEAVER
7.6 ft • 3/4 wt
FLY ROD

Get in on the “monthly” added drawing for that extra little something from the DFC Board knowing you're
special keeping the club together during these troubled times. Each month there’s a drawing for those who
renewed during that month. Here’s the BONUS PLUS!! Your name will automatically be entered into the next
months drawing, and then the next month. You’ll have a chance to keep winning...there will be one winner each
month! Everyone has a chance to win along with the Dave Weaver Fly Rod in April.
For those who prefer pay by check:

Fill out Annual Membership Form found in this newsletter, attach your payment and mail.

DFC makes it easy to pay your dues....Just click on the link below. We are now PAYPAL!
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=HT2QMP9NY4VNW

DFC link to purchase Lifetime Family Membership Dues for $350...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9LS44D7GYS63J

TRUE
STORY...
as
told
by
Larry
Gallegos
(back a few years ago)

Larry Gallegos- Trout Bum
relaw@msn.com

Today I fished the Salt river, between Phon de Sutton and Blue Point Bridge, and
tried my hand at the stocked rainbows.
They're actually pretty hard to catch. But eventually I caught several on eggs
(pink and chartreuse) and some others on a #20 Hare's Ear. They averaged 10 to 12
inches with one or two smaller, in the 8-inch range.
One of the smaller bows got hooked in the eyeball, somehow. My fingers are too
big for delicate work so I reached for my hemostats. But the little guy shook off,
leaving his eyeball behind.
Since the eyeball was already hooked up, I tossed it into the current and let
it drift. I caught 3 fish in less time than it's taken to type these words. By far,
the eyeball was the best "fly" I used all day.
If you're desperate, and you see a bottle of fish eyeballs at your local tackle
shop, give them a go. However, I don't recommend following Charlie Rosser's (tongue-in-cheek) suggestion, of harvesting one eyeball from every fish you catch. My
little one-eyed guy ended up swimming in circles at my feet all afternoon.

Join us, fly fish with us...

DESERT FLY CASTERS
All Better Together
FLY FISHING CLUB
Isn't it the club members that give it life?
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ALW AY S A CL UB FA VO RI TE !
Got the
directions...
See you
there!

DFC January
Silver Creek Outing

Saturday, January 8, 2022

Host: Dick Brooks
email gdubby77@gmail.com or phone 480-203-9634
Directions: To get there, take US 60 out of Show
Low, take a left on Bourdon Ranch, then a right on
Hatchery Road. Park in the Hatchery Parking lot
Want to catch BIG trout EASILY? Then come to the Desert Flycasters outing
at Silver Creek on Saturday, January 8. These trout are all 16+ inches with
some going 28". All you need is some chamois leeches, some dog bones or if
we are fortunate to have a little afternoon hatch a size 20 or 22 Griffith's gnat
can produce a lot of fun. They have also been known to eat San Juan Worms,
egg patterns, Copper Johns and various other trout "goodies". Some kind of
strike indicator is very helpful. You will need at least a 4wt. or heavier rod, floating line, tapered leaders and 3x, 4x, or if you
want to live dangerously 5x leader and tippet. A long handled BIG net makes landing these monsters from a high bank easier.
You can make this a long day trip, although you may want to come the night before and get a good night's rest. Due to any
Covid issues, we request that you make your own lodging arrangements. I always stay at the KC Motel right in Show
Low. The place is clean, very affordable (even Vince stays there) and provides access to dining and other needs. There is a
Sportsman's Warehouse, Walmart, Big 5 and other retail outlets nearby should you need any supplies. We need to be at the
parking lot at the end of the access road no later than 8AM on Saturday morning January 8. If you would like to stay another
day and fish Sunday, I'm sure the fish will cooperate.

DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK! • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2022
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
Join us, fly fish with us...

DESERT FLY CASTERS
All Better Together
FLY FISHING CLUB
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Fun Spots to Cast

By Jim Strogen

It is fun making long casts. There is a spot on the East Verde River that requires me
to cast fifty or more feet to reach rising trout. The problem is that there is a sycamore tree that is within forty feet of my backcast. Challenges like that are what make fly
fishing interesting for me.
In this case, I either am very careful with the angle of backcast, or I cheat my
backcast and drive my forward cast with enough oomph to pick up the extra ten or
more feet of slack line that I held back to avoid the tree branch.
Most times I am using much shorter lines, but I am always looking for spots where
I think that there will be fish AND that other fishers might avoid. As it turns out, there
are a ton of places like that to make a fun day of fishing almost anywhere I go.
The roll cast and the slingshot cast are very important casts in my arsenal, but there
are situations that I even have to modify them. There is a spot on Green Valley Lake
that has several elements that I like when I am looking for a challenge. It has a low
hanging willow tree to eliminate the possibility of overhead casts. The only opening
to the water is about a four foot slot between a slanting metal fence and swath of
cattails and reeds. What makes this spot especially fun for me is that the fish are rarely
directly in front of the opening.
Most likely, they are to the left, in front of the reeds where the inlet from the upper
lake empties into the bigger Green Valley lake. Sometimes the fish are also tucked
along the shade of the wall under the slanting fence to the right. Access from above
the fence is not ideal, as the drop to the water is about fifteen feet.
Being a lefty helps me at this hole, but if anyone is watching me I am sure they are
quite entertained by my antics. I slingshot the line out into the small opening, and
work the flies in that section of water in case there are fish in the easy water. Then I
begin a series of casts around the fence, while holding on to the fence with my right
hand. At the same time, my left foot is on a tippy rock in the water to give me just a
little more reach while I try to keep from falling into the water. Then I use the tension
from that cast to allow me to flip the line in the opposite direction to fish the water in
front of the inlet and the reed-filled bank.
I catch a lot of fish in this little area, and I have taught many of my after-school fly
fisher kids how to pick up fish out of this spot too. They really get a kick out of the
challenge, and are thrilled when a fish is on the line and is able to be brought in for a
quick release.
Cattails are common along about a quarter of the lake. Often there are small openings in them, but most anglers use those spots to make casts straight out into the

1

2

lake. One of the advantages of using a fly rod in those areas
is that fly fishers can make our flies travel in a right angle,
where spin fishers can’t.
I will often make a long angled cast past the cattails, then
make a significant mend toward the cattails to bring the
flies closer to the cover. Once it is in the range where it will
be possible to parallel the cattails, I mend the opposite direction and have my flies travel along the outer edge.
When I am on a stream, that same kind of mending helps
me fish sweepers effectively. I also love to slingshot sidearm
under tree branches or behind bridge abutments to find
fish that others have likely walked by.
I might lose a fly in the process, but I have been rewarded
too many times to count by fish that probably hadn’t seen
a fly in a very long time. Another aspect of this, particularly
on small streams, is that if you catch your fly on a bush on
the other side of the creek, it is usually retrievable. In my
case, this either results in me learning some additional information about that holding spot, or if I am careful, even
a chance to cast to water that I have never tried from a new
casting angle after retrieving the fly.
There was a large undercut rock that often yielded a
trout. On one occasion, I had drifted my fly past and under the rock a couple times, but it eventually got hung up.
I decided to go get it and was surprised that the undercut
was more extensive than I could see from the bank, and that
the water next to the rock was at least a foot deeper than I
thought. Now I never pass up that rock when I am on that
part of Tonto Creek, in part due to the new information I
gained about the hole from my errant cast.
Find those spots that should have fish in them that you
may have avoided in the past. Get creative with your casts,
and have some fun that you might have been missing out
on.

3
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1)-Limited casting opportunity creates a fun challenge 2)- The water in front of the reeds to the left
is often productive. The near wall is often shaded
and holds fish as well. This is the site of some of my
most acrobatic fishing. • 3)- Outlet tubes from lake
2 into lake 3 in the middle of a reed patch. When
they are running, the lake area beyond the reeds is
often very productive, and always a fun challenge
to cast to. • 4)- Fishing from the dock. (Alexander
Hanson, trying his luck and Bob McKeon looking on.)
5)- First fish on a fly for Alexander! Crappie on a
zebra midge at Green Valley Lake. • 6)- Cattails
along GVL 1 and GVL 3 (pictured) offer a fun challenge to mend your fly line around.

5

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist Life on the Fly
Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com
photos by: Jim Strogen
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The roll cast and the slingshot cast are very important casts in my arsenal... Jim Strogen

* STOP
ROD

ROLL CAST

HERE

1

2

*START

PICKUP

HERE

3

CAST THE ROD and LINE FORWARD
Rod needs
to be moved
slowly...

STOP
ROD
HERE

*

4

*
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R. McKeon

DELIVERY

SLINGSHOT CAST

To catch fish that are in tight spaces, use this technique under docks, blowdowns, or overhanging trees

While the diagram and photo depict the slingshot cast practiced by many anglers,
this is much more of an arc to the slingshot cast than I use. While this exaggerated arc
works, it poses a danger if/when the hook slips. My slingshot cast, with much less of
an arc, is simply a way to get the line started in the arc or direction I want it to go. As
soon as I release the fly, then I begin what amounts to what looks like the end of a roll
cast guiding the fly in the desired direction with just enough force to reach the target
or clear the obstruction. A good way to practice this cast is simply using it to get your
initial line on the water. Try it in a vertical arc as well as practice delivering the fly to
the water horizontally. As you progress, pull off a bit more line to make the slingshot

cast a bit longer. On a creek, I tend to use a 9 ft rod with an 8 ft
leader to help me make the repeated slingshot casts that I use
on brushy streams. When you are more skilled at this cast, you
can use a longer leader and grab near the indicator with high
confidence that you know how to avoid the fly as it releases.
I can't begin to count the number of fish that I have caught
with a slingshot cast. It is my number one (or two) cast on small
streams.

Try this slingshot cast and let me know how you do. • Catch me Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com
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DFC Club EDUCATION for 2022...
Rod Building
Start up in January with three consecutive
Saturdays. Jan 15th, 22nd and 29th.
Please reach-out to Dave Weaver for more specifics.
Location to be at Redden Construction, Inc. office. 4131 E. Wood Street. Phoenix

Catch Dave at: dweaver16@cox.net • (480) 495-2983
Beginning Fly Tying
There are tentative plans for beginning Tying classes in February. To firm up the plan and date, we need at least
5 people to sign up. There will be a sign-up list at the January meeting. The class is planned for 5 sessions on
Tuesday and Thursday nights (Feb., 8,10,15,17, and 22nd ) at the McQueen recreation center. Typical class starts
with tools and simple flies (wooly bugger, midges, nymphs) and progresses to traditional dry flies. The club has
vices and tools that can be checked out and will provide material for tying 6 to 10 of each of the patterns.

Intermediate Fly Tying

Education committee is considering several options for intermediate tying. We can restart the 4th Wednesday
sessions at McQueen, or could do a 5 – 6 night session on Tuesday/ Thursday similar to beginning tying or could
do something a couple hours before the regular meeting at Elks Lodge. To sort it out, there will be a sign-up sheet
starting at the December meeting with options. In any case, we will provide patterns and material lists as part of the
newsletter.
Individual tying instruction was another request that came out of the questionnaire in November meeting. The most
likely case would be to hold these an hour or so before the regular meeting unless that time is a conflict. Stop by the
tying table at the meeting to discuss this further.

Questions?
Catch: Tom Horvath, DFC Educational- mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com • (602) 768-7280
Catch: Bob Harrison, FlyTying - Harrn7963@aol.com • (480) 735-9743

STILL HAVING FUN

by Vince Deadmond

I spent two days of hard fishing at Havasu and only caught one Large Mouth, it was a nice one but,
things are not always easy or abundant. I went back for the DFC outing, still seeking the elusive
Striper. The first two days were slow but I caught some small Stripers. Others in the group caught
more numbers, and a few bigger fish, but it wasn’t a jackpot. During the second day, later in the afternoon more fish seemed to arrive. There where fish boils, and the fishing got easier.
The third day was epic and magical. We as a group were catching more fish that morning, but
we didn’t have any fish boils. In the afternoon we were treated to a spectacular show. The Stripers
herded the Shad into a ball, and then slashed through with bad intentions. Shad were jumping and
trying to escape, birds were diving. It was total mayhem! Stripers had an appetite like a fat guy at
the all you could eat buffet. If you could cast into the boil and strip fast you were almost guaranteed
to have a fish bite your fly. They weren’t particular I think you could have used any bait fish pattern. The fish boils were numerous, but not constant. You needed to position yourself where boils
occurred the most often. Having a boat, kayak, or pontoon gives you enough mobility to fish the Bill
Williams area for Stripers.
This type of fishing is very similar to saltwater fly fishing in Rocky Point. Eight weight fly rods,
fast sinking lines, baitfish fly patterns, fast strip. The smaller fish don’t give much of a fight, but
when you catch a 16 inch fish things start to improve, and 20 inch fish will put a smile on your face.
During the Striper boil that afternoon I caught more and bigger fish than I had caught in four
days of fishing. I was fishing with Phil Click and we had several double hook ups. I caught numerous
16 inch fish, 17 inch fish, and multiple 20 inch fish. It’s not always easy, but when it happens it can
be spectacular. Later in the afternoon Phil hooked and landed a 23 inch Striper. It was the perfect
ending to a fishing trip that made us want to come back. We had caught enough fish to be sorry for
anyone else that was not on the trip, yes we were still having fun!
Comments? • Catch me, Vince Deadmond at: vddeadmond@msn.com

DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK! • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2022
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
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DFC Outings
2022
Notes
& Updates...
1. Big Lake trip moved to May 20-22 since all of the June
weekends were booked. Valerie Staller has already
booked the May 20-22 dates.
2. May Lee's Ferry trip crossed out; replaced by Big Lake
3. Boulder Cove at Canyon Lake added for June 11
4. Looking for a host for the May Big Lake trip
5. Need some suggestions for an August outing.
Questions/Comments? Catch: Joe Staller at:
joestaller@yahoo.com

Start penciling these on to your 2022 calendar!

February 26, 2022 Salt River Outing

photo: Gentry Smith

Date:

Saturday, February 26, 2022 • 9:00 AM till 12:00 Noon
Assistance for beginners will be at 9:30 AM
Location: Meet at the Bluepoint Bridge parking area on the lower
Salt River • Look for the DFC and TU signs and banners.
Target Species: Sonoran suckers, rainbow trout, largemouth
bass, carp and sunfish
Needed Gear: Standard 3-6 weight fly rods, with a floating line.
Strike indicators will be useful. Water should be shallow, so you
could get away with wet wading or hip boots, but feel free to
bring your waders.

Flies: The Sonoran suckers will take any small to medium size
nymph (size 12-14), with Zug bugs and size 12 Simi seal leeches
being some of our favorites. Standard trout and bass flies will also
be useful.
Other information: This is a joint outing with the local Zane
Grey Trout Unlimited chapter. Both organization are asking our
members to pick up some trash as part of the event. We will have
coffee and donuts. You will need a Tonto Pass for this event.
For more information, Catch: Mike Frank
mike13frank@gmail.com • cell: 480-980-2475

DFC All Better Together Fly Fishing Club

Desert Fly Casters

December DFC Outing Report
The club had a very good outing to Havasu Lake Dec 10-13! Weather had
been a concern, and a week before the outing, the trip was canceled due
to a couple of storms that were forecasted to move through the area. As
we got closer however, the weather looked more favorable and we decided to hold the outing on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, and it turns
out that this was a good call. Winds were light, and the cooler temperatures due to the cold fronts moving through moved the striped bass
into the Bill Williams Arm of the Lake, which made them accessible to us.
Although 20+ members had signed up for the trip, the cancellation and
rescheduling left us with 13 intrepid fishermen willing to make the drive
over the Havasu. On Saturday, the fishing was OK, but not great. Most
of the fish caught were on the small side, and you had to cover a lot of
water to pick up fish. Shad imitations 2.5" to 3" long matched the prevalent size of the bait fish, with chartreuse and white Clousers and gray/
white plastic helmet heads proved to be good imitations. When things
got slow, some fisherman tossed flies tight to the bank and picked up
both largemouth and smallmouth bass, with some of the largemouth in
the 4 pound range.
Sunday started out much the same. Just about everybody picked up
some striped bass in the morning, although nothing big. However, in
the afternoon, a wave of stripers came into the Bill Williams arm and
began to herd balls of shad into the back of coves. By using fish finders,
we were able to track the movements of the shad, and casts close to
and through the bait ball resulted in eager strikes from stripers up to 4
pounds, as well as the occasional largemouth bass, and surprisingly to
me, large flathead catfish. New member Sam Logue landed an 8 pound
flathead on a Clouser minnow that spit up shad as he landed it! Bob
Miles trolled flies behind his kayak and ended up with four large stripers
and a handful of smaller ones. The action went on until we ran out of
daylight.
Monday was a repeat of Sunday. Fishing was OK but not great in the
morning, but in the afternoon the stripers started to herd the shad into
the coves. Phil Click and Vince Deadmond found a cove where the striped bass were herding the shad to the surface, then tearing through the
schools with their backs out of the water as they stuffed themselves full
of shad. Shad were flying everywhere, and a cast into the vicinity of the
erupting shad often resulted in violent strikes. The action would eventually subside, only to restart in 5-10 minutes. Many nice stripers were
caught, including the 4 pound fish that Phil is holding.

Joe Staller

Lessons learned from this trip:
1. Don't trust longer term wind and weather forecasts!
2. Locals told us that the water temp has to drop to 56 deg. F. for the
striper fishing to really turn on. In the week that we fished, the water
temp dropped a full 2 degrees, and the fishing continuously improved.
3. A fast sinking (8 to 9 inches/second) integrated fly line (like a Rio Striper line with a 30 foot head, or an Orvis Depth Charge with similar specs)
is the perfect line for fishing Lake Havasu. I prefer the 350 grain version,
which matches well with my 8 weight rod.
4. 1X tippet seemed to be the sweet spot. We had break offs on larger
fish with 2X, and a reduction in bites with 0X. By the way, always tie
on your fly with a non-slip mono loop knot to give your fly additional
action.
5. A depth finder is an invaluable tool while lake fishing. Even with a
less expensive unit, you can usually determine water depth, presence of
weeds, presence of game fish, and presence of bait. Knowing the depth,
you can "countdown" your sinking fly line to get it close to the bottom
without snagging. Many of the stripers we caught on this trip were hanging in 9 feet of water. Anglers fishing in 12 feet of water caught noticeably fewer fish. If you didn't own a depth finder, you had no idea
how deep the water you were in! If you haven't taken the plunge yet, it's
not too late to add "Depth Finder" to your Christmas list. (Or maybe your
New Year's Resolutions....)
6. Finally, it's great to fish with a group of knowledgeable fly fisher folk
on an outing like this and to compare notes. By sharing tips and tricks,
and discussing what is, and is not working, all of us had a better chance
of catching more and bigger fish. I hope you can join us on a future
outing.
Your Outings guy, Joe Staller
Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com

Desert Fly Casters

•

Fly Tying Corner
January 2022 Flies of the Month
Copper Zebra Midge
Hook: Emerger hook size 18 to 24 • Thread: 70 denier Olive
Bead: Copper • Tail: Copper Krystal Flash • Rib: Copper wire
Wing case: Midge diamond braid - Pearl • Collar: Peacock Eye herl

Allrounder Emerger
Thread: Black UTC 7/0 and Uni-8/0 Light Cahill • Hook: Dry Fly size 12
Body: Stripped Peacock Quill • Legs: Knotted Pheasant Tail
Under-Wing: Deer Hair • Thorax: Natural Hair Mix of Rabbit and Red Fox Fur
Wing: Natural CDC • Head: Olive Ice Dub or Lite-Brite

Bead Head Crystal Soft Hackle
Hook: Scud 1xl) 12 – 18 • Thread: Black 8/0 • Bead: Gold Tungsten
Tail: Pheasant Tail • Body: Peacock Ice Dubbing
Ribbing: Chartreuse ultra wire • Thorax: Peacock Herl
Wing: Hungarian partridge soft hackle • Head: (optional) Peacock Ice dubbing

Black Pennell
Hook: Size 14 • Thread: Uni-8/0 Black
Tail: 6 to 8 Golden Pheasant Tippet Fibers
Rib: Oval Silver Tinsel • Body: Black Floss • Hackle: Dyed Black Hen.

For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.

DFC Club Tying classes for Winter 2022
Both beginning and intermediate tying will begin at 5:30 at the Elks Lodge prior to the
meeting. For intermediate tying, pick your preferred hotspot fly from the December
Tying Corner article. Tom and John will help walk through tying the patterns.
For beginning tyers, bring tools if you have them. If not, the club has several sets to
loan. The club will provide materials. We will decide when and where follow on classes
will be held.
If you didn’t get signed up and want to participate, feel free to join us.
QUESTIONS?
Catch: Tom Horvath, DFC Educational- mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com • (602) 768-7280
Catch: Bob Harrison, FlyTying - Harrn7963@aol.com • (480) 735-9743

Isn't it the club members that give it life?
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THE
FEATHER
THIEF
BY KIRK WALLACE JOHNSON
Reviewed
and Presented
to the
Desert Fly Fishing
Trout Bum Nation
by
Larry D. Gallegos
DFC Trout Bum
relaw@msn.com

If you’re like me, you would never expect fly tying to be the subject of international intrigue, the heist of priceless artifacts from the British Museum and the black market trade
in stolen feathers. This book tells the true story of just such events.
To put the importance of this museum heist in meaningful perspective, this book is divided
into several intersecting stories dealing with the groundbreaking work of early naturalists like Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace, the feather frenzy of the nineteenth
century, the resulting extinction and near extinction of many bird species and the arcane
art of tying classic salmon flies.
Background. Edwin Rist, born in 1988, was raised in a small town 120 miles north of New
York City. He and his brother were home schooled and excelled in both academics and musical talent. Even though neither boy owned a fly rod, they became obsessed with fly tying
and tied hundreds of flies they couldn’t even cast. They tied simply for the challenge and
aesthetic satisfaction of the exacting art. Soon they were entering, and winning, fly tying
competitions. (Edwin once won a tying competition by tying 68 trout flies in an hour.)
Edwin’s tying obsession took a turn when he saw a display of Victorian-era salmon flies.
While trout flies are tiny, classic salmon flies are huge, tied with dozens of brightly colored, exotic materials painstakingly attached to hooks up to four inches long. Edwin could
tie a trout fly in under a minute but salmon flies could take many hours, or several long
days, behind the vise. To Edwin, the challenge was irresistible . . . but there was one
tiny obstacle: classic salmon fly patterns required feathers from up to a dozen different
species of exotic birds. And obtaining such feathers was not only costly, it was illegal.
The Feather Frenzy. Ladies fashion in the mid-nineteenth century called for the abundant
use of feathers. The resulting demand for feathers was staggering. In one year in England,
155,000 Bird of Paradise skins were sold, part of forty million pounds of plumage imported
that year. As bird populations dwindled worldwide, feather prices rose so that, by 1900,
a single ounce of Snowy Egret feathers fetched $32 while an ounce of gold was worth only
$20. When the Titanic sank in 1912, the most valuable and highly insured cargo in its hold
was forty crates of feathers.
The decimation of whole populations of birds led to the passage of laws and international
treaties prohibiting the hunting and trade of protected bird species. Theodore Roosevelt
recognized the importance of this issue and his administration set up fifty-five bird sanctuaries during his presidency.
However, laws protecting these colorful exotic birds made it difficult, or impossible, to
tie classic salmon flies. Fanatical tiers, those who insist on the use of authentic materials, were left to comb through attics and estate sales trying to find old hats adorned
with now-unobtainable feathers.
The Heist. Edwin Rist was living in London and studying at the Royal Academy of Music when
he hatched a plan to steal bird skins from the British Museum. This crime would satisfy
his fly tying requirements and also offered substantial financial rewards. Six Indian Crow
breast feathers, each no bigger than a pinkie fingernail, might fetch one hundred dollars.
He knew that the British Museum housed its ornithological collection in Tring, a small
town forty miles north of London. Posing as a researcher, he reconnoitered the collections
to locate the most desirable specimens. Then, one night in June, 2009, he returned to the
museum and stole the preserved skins of 299 rare tropical birds. This “museum heist of
the century” included many specimens collected by a contemporary of Charles Darwin, the
legendary naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace.
Scientific Importance. There is a long chapter about the hardships suffered by Wallace during
the nearly 15 years he spent living in inhospitable, sultry, malarial swamps and jungles
collecting and cataloging these rare birds. Wallace’s interest was to preserve these rare
specimens for posterity and the advancement of scientific knowledge. His research also led
him to independently discover and refine the concepts of natural selection and evolution.
Greed. Edwin Rist, on the other hand, was focused on the substantial financial rewards to
be obtained from the sale of colorful exotic bird feathers. Disregarding Wallace’s years
of hard work and sacrifice, Rist and his well-heeled customers apparently felt that the
possession of pretty feathers to tie to a hook was a sufficient justification for the theft
of these priceless and irreplaceable scientific artifacts.
All of these events, particularly the trials and travails of Alfred Russel Wallace, are
told in fascinating detail in Kirk Johnson’s relatively short book. But don’t expect to find
anything about these events on the Classic Fly Tying website, the go-to site for classic
salmon fly tying afficionados. They’ve purged any mention of Edwin Rist, the museum heist
and the sales of suspected stolen feathers from their website.
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Looking at 2022 and getting outside on the waters...
The Holidays behind us and as we close out 2021, we look forward to getting outside on the water, fly rod in hand with the veterans and volunteers of PHWFF.
There is no doubt that this year has been challenging for everyone and as we
continue to cope with Covid and all its variants we are hopeful that everyone
remains healthy and able to participate in the program for the coming year.
Although the holidays impacted our regular schedule, we managed to complete a carp fishing outing in Sun Lakes where the pre-fishing on Sunday was great
but the actual event on Tuesday not so good. Our hosts from the Sun Lakes Fly
Fishing Club worked hard to get us into some carp, which we were sight fishing,
but the fish just tail slapped our flies and sauntered away laughing. Even so, we
had a great day of fishing and camaraderie followed by a wonderful barbecue
lunch. We also had our annual Holiday Party that was well attended and supported by the Sun Lakes FFC. It was great to see everyone.

2022 will present more challenges as we continue to restart the program. We will be focusing our energies on reengaging veterans and volunteers previously in the program
while recruiting new participants. We have fly tying, rod
building, education and outings planned for the coming
year that will offer all skill levels from beginner to expert a
rewarding experience.
If you would like more information on our program, feel
free to contact me or stop by and say Hello at the January
DFC meeting!
Look forward to being together with all of you in 2022!
Rich Simmons • Richbs67@outlook.com • 480-268-4297

DFC Danish Casting Games • Saturday, February 19, 2022
Make sure you have your Calendar marked for our annual
Danish casting games, which will be held on Saturday, February 19 at McQueen Park in Gilbert. Festivities start at 8:00
a.m. We hope to have our FFI associates present to help
in coaching how to improve your casting accuracy and
distance. If you have never participated in the Danish casting games, you are in for a lot of fun. The Danish casting
games are meant to imitate real life fly fishing challenges,
like casting around obstacles, under tree branches, or with
your back to a high, brushy river bank. This will be a great
way provide a BBQ lunch to all of those who show up. See
you there!
Questions? Catch Dick Brooks at:
gdubby77@gmail.com • 480-203-9634

Casting for Recovery Arizona January 2022 Update...
Casting for Recovery Arizona is pleased to share that the application link
is now available for our 2022 retreat at the X Diamond Ranch, May 13-15,
2022. The application deadline is March 4, 2022.
Anyone who knows of a special lady who they feel would benefit from
attending can share the link below. It is important to know that all volunteers and retreat attendees will be require to be fully vaccinated for Covid
in order to maintain and protect everyone's safety.

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E135959&id=714

We are beginning to organize our retreat staff, so anyone who is interested in guiding or considering a volunteer position, please let me now through email at:
karen@lauransa.net
Karen Gremminger
Program Coordinator, CfR AZ

Catch Karen at: karen@lauransa.net

On the other hand, as we come to the end of the calendar year, perhaps
you would like to make a tax deductible donation to help CfR AZ continue
with their mission or in memory or honor of a special person in your life.
Follow the link below to be directed to the CfR AZ website for electronic
donations.

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E135959&id=11

DFC All Better Together Fly Fishing Club
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People fish for different reasons...

People fish for different reasons. They fish to shed the cataracts of age to relive the thrill
that was the dancing of a bobber as a sunfish nipped the worm and that thirty years later
is harkened by the rising of a trout to a mayfly. They fish because a cast is a prayer for
the believer and a hope for the heathen, and the more casts you make, the more likely
your prayer will be answered or your hope be realized. And they fish because a fish is a
miracle of nature, its fine wondrous as the winged bird, and because you can touch the
• Keith McCafferty, Crazy Mountain Kiss | Sean Stranahan Mysteries
one but not the other.

DFC
MISSION STATEMENT

Keep the flame and passion of Fly Fishing alive for 2022.

OUR DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK!
WEDNESDAY • JANUARY 14, 2022
Join us with Guest Speaker: Ed Lawrence

To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation and
community outreach efforts
by:

• Providing Education classes

and clinics on fly fishing, fly
casting, fly tying, rod building
and other associated skills

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing

approachable, enjoyable and
safe in family friendly
environment

• Promoting responsible angling practices

JANUARY 8, 2022
SILVER CREEK

Host, Dick Brooks, at gdubby77@gmail.com • 480-203-9634

FEBRUARY 19, 2022
DANISH CASTING GAMES

Host, Dick Brooks, at gdubby77@gmail.com • 480-203-9634

FEBRUARY 26, 2022
SALT RIVER OUTING

Joint outing: Desert Fly Casters & Zane Grey Trout Unlimited Chapter
Host: Mike Frank at:mike13frank@gmail.com • cell: 480-980-2475

Quick Tip..

Round rod cases often have no handle and can be difficult to carry
if you’re traveling with other luggage. Installing a cheap handle is
easy. • All you need are two plastic zip ties and a short piece of soft
rope knotted at each end. Position the rope where you want a handle and cinch a cable tie over each end in front of the knot. The new
strap makes carrying the case much easier.

Join us, fly fish with us...

DESERT FLY CASTERS
All Better Together
FLY FISHING CLUB

