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"Fly-fishing is a magic way
to recapture the rapture
of solitude without
the pangs of loneliness."
NOVEMBER
Wednesday,
November 10, 2021

CLUB MEETING
Elks Lodge

1775 West Chandler
Blvd.
Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit-Chat & Dinner: 6:00

Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00
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INTERNATIONAL

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

There is certainly something in angling that tends to produce a gentleness of spirit and a pure sincerity of mind.
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Editor's Notes an' Ramblings...
...and so it goes.

Our good Trout Bums, Frank Schettino and Joe Staller are retiring as President, and Vice Ptesident, Frank and Joe will stay on as
board members. And, with their new found time they've said they
plan on “going fishing”....and, so it goes. Thanx for your leadership these past few years and know you'll still be around. Lots of
club activities herein this newsletter, now that we’ve experienced
“in-person” club meetings. DFC "all better together," as a Fly Fishing Club!

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

•

• Committing to conserve,

restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing

approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment

• Promoting responsible
angling practices

CATCH US HERE:
Desert Fly Casters
Web Site
www.desertflycasters.com
President
Frank Schettino
Vice President
Joe Staller

Bob McKeon,

DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru,
Head Wrangler of Stuff, Certified
Lawn Tosser of Old Rods an' things.
Questions/Comments?
Catch me at:
rmckeon2@cox.net

It’s time of the year we get to share a tradition of the yearly gathering at Rocky Point. Yes, since 1963, we’ve been an active group
meeting up with other DFC club members in Mexico. It is important to check out information on page 12 ...So come join us at Rocky
Point.
During our recent Saturday BBQ and Fly Casting Event Frank
Schettino, our then, "President Guy," offered to include Casting for
Recovery the opportunity to be part of our newsletter. I'm sure with
the C/R joining us through the newsletter we'll all gain benefits.
Karen Gremminger, Program Coordinator, CfR AZ, has a nice article on page 8. Thanks, Karen, glad you're with us!
Joe Staller, has posted the 2022 Outings schedule here in. (page 8)
Make note of these events and by all means, if you have time to
volunteer to help regarding some of these outings, don’t hesitate to
drop Joe a note. A little help along the way is always appreciated.
And speaking of “volunteers”…The DFC board has some open spots
to join us as a board member. Good chance to bring some new ideas
on board along with knowledge gained in not only serving, but aiding in keeping the Silent Sport of Fly Fishing alive for next generation. Opportunities are in front of you while working closely with
the forests, streams and lakes here in Arizona. Got time? We've got
board openings...Catch me, Robert McKeon, Editor at: rmckeon2@
cox.net
...and so it goes.

Secretary
Marie McClearn

DFC EDUCATION...Our key to success is our DFC members!

Treasurer
Valerie Staller

The Education Committee headed by Tom Horvath is conducting a poll regarding what you
as a DFC member are looking for in education. At this point we’ve found that Casting has
been attended by a good size group. Other Education headings are Fly Tying, Rod Building, Mentoring, and a key to any successful category is Fly Fishing 101. We will have Rod
Building in 2022. R/B will be announced ahead of time to give those interested an opportunity to sign-up. Note R/B is popular, please be aware… this class is limited to space. Also
by popular demand the Education Committee will have both Beginning and Intermediate
Fly Tying in January and February 2022. Location for tying will be McQueen Park facility and
rod building at the Redden Office. Our office address is: 4131 E. Wood Street. PHX. 85040

Education
Tom Horvath
Programs
Michael Munroe
Outings
Joe Staller
Membership
Rod Buchanan
Website
Bill Batchelor
News Letter Editor
Robert McKeon

Stay in touch with Tom Horvath, Educational Chairman at: mhorvath@reddenconstruction.
com -or- (602) 768-7280. Tom looks forward regarding additional input from our membership. Please don’t hesitate to call Tom. Remember, the our Educational opportunities are part
of your membership and available to you…Get involved…Let us hear from you. Thanks.

Isn't it the club members that give it life?

DFC All Better Together Fly Fishing Club
OUR DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK!

WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 10, 2021
Welcome back, Our popular Trout Bum...

JEFF CURRIER

Let's talk Warm Water Fly Fishing!
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
WE'RE
GETTIN'
BACK
TOGETHER
AS A CLUB!

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL
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Fall Fishing for
Tigers and Rainbows
at Woods Canyon and
Willow
Springs Lakes
by Jim Strogen

Many tiger trout take on beautiful colors in the
fall. These brown/brookie hybrids can't produce
viable young.

I don’t spend much time at Woods Canyon or Willow Springs Lakes during
the summer. Both lakes are very crowded, and the trout have moved into
deep water outside of the range of my fly rod from shore.
That all changes as the fall temperatures help drop the water temperature to comfortable levels for the trout to cruise the shoreline. There can still
be an issue with crowds, so weekdays are still the best times to fish these
lakes. If the weekend is your only option, I would suggest heading up as
early as possible.
An early start often will help you with wind conditions on the lakes as
well. They tend to ramp up midday. Whenever I plan a trip to either lake,
I check wind direction, speed and overall weather conditions. If the wind
is coming out of the north, that makes it much more of a challenge to fish
Woods Canyon Lake. The many arms of Willow Springs Lake and the multiple access points provide a bit more flexibility in fishing options there.
Road closures can be a factor as well, especially with snow or bad road
conditions. There comes a point that FR300 is closed, or the turnoffs to
Woods Canyon or Willow Springs Lakes are closed for the winter. It is a
good idea to call the Black Mesa Ranger District (928-535-7300) to find out
current road and access status.
Anglers can certainly continue to fish from small boats or float tubes in
the fall, but the cooler water temperatures make that unnecessary. I have
caught rainbows and tigers within ten feet of shore on many occasions.
A proven casting strategy is to wade out a bit from shore to help avoid
trees that might interfere with backcasts, and then make casts parallel to
the drop off. Sometimes the trout will be in water less than two feet deep
along the drop-off.
I tend to fan cast an area, then move a little further down the bank. You
will sometimes find pods of trout that are actively feeding. The flies that
I use are quite varied depending on what the trout are most interested in
that day.
I will often start with a weighted wooly bugger and let it sink four or five
feet before I start the retrieve. Be ready for a strike as it sinks after the cast,
and then I strip in a foot at a time, with a few seconds pause between each
strip. Often the strike occurs just after the pause. Colors that work for me
include: green, black, brown, and white.
A dropper rig is also a good choice at this time of year. A size 12-14
bead-head a couple feet under an indicator with a size 16-20 zebra midge
about three feet below the bead-head works well.
When the trout are especially cooperative, my favorite rig is a dry fly
dropper and a small midge trailer. I will use a size 10-12 Stimulator, or a
size 12-14 elk hair or Humpy with a zebra midge four to five feet below the
dry fly.
As a dedicated wet fly fisher, it always takes me time to slow down my
hook set when I dry fly fish. I can’t begin to count the number of fish that
I missed on the dry that seems to find my now moving midge, after the
missed strike, too tantalizing to pass up.

Dorothy Howell fishing the cove next to the Willow Springs boat ramp
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On Woods Canyon Lake, I generally start at the boat ramp itself. You
can head ether direction from there, and the shoreline is pretty easy to
navigate. I more often head to the left and work my way around to that first
cove. It can sometime provide a bit of a wind break too. You can walk all
along the shore to the right of the boat ramp to the spillway and the dam
breast, but to save time there is a small parking lot near the spillway. There
is a fee to park there, but it gives you quick access to a part of the lake that
is often productive. It also gets you closer to the path that works around the
north side of the lake after you cross the dam.
I generally start my Willow Springs Lake fishing in the cove just to the
left of the boat ramp if the wind is favorable. I have caught many fish in
the drop-off zone between the dock and that cove too. If the wind is tough,
Willow Springs has several options. The point near the satellite parking
area that you pass on the way to the boat ramp is good if the wind is out
of the northeast. You can also drive farther east on SR260 and park at
the small parking area where an arm of the lake approaches the road. A
10-15 minute walk along that arm to the main lake will provide a nice
spot that is generally uncrowded. A little further east on SR260 is the dirt
road (FR148) to Sardine Point. Both sides of the point are only a short
walk from the parking area and give you options to avoid the wind. I have
caught trout in all of these spots, and I enjoy the diverse look of the lake
at each area.
I have caught trout until ice-up from shore at both lakes. When the ice
clears in the spring, the fish will again be close to shore until the water
warms up for the summer.
Both lakes are beautiful and are fun to fish. I would suggest taking a
small trash bag with you too. Unfortunately, there is sometimes a lot of
fishing line that is a hazard to shore birds, eagles and ospreys in the area.

Willow Springs Lake

Woods Canyon Lake rainbow/tiger double.

Woods Canyon Lake

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly • Payson Roundup Newspaper | Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com | photos by: Jim Strogen

DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK! • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2021
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
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photos: Frank Schettino and Rod Buchanan

By
Rod Buchanan
What a great event this
was! Many fish were caught and released safely and I
have to say that Becker was
fishing VERY well. In fact
better than I ever experienced there. The White
Mountain Lakes Foundation put on an excellent
lunch and raffle and I hope
they made some revenue
to keep up the great work
that they do! Please consider being a member if
you haven’t already. Cinda
Howard was there and she
gave a number of us advice
on how to fish the lake. I
tried indicator fishing for
the first time there and it
was very productive but
the 5 biggest fish I caught
was on streamers fishing
deep along the weed beds.
If you haven’t fished Becker
in a while I highly recommend it due to the quality
of fish I experienced.

WOW...
GREAT
TIME
HAD BY
ALL!

Questions/Comments?
Catch me,
Rod Buchanan at:
rodbuchanan23@gmail.com

Join us, fly fish with us...

DESERT FLY CASTERS
All Better Together
FLY FISHING CLUB

Isn't it the club members that give it life?
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Desert Fly
Casters
Conservation
Corner
November
2021

Forest Management - 4FRI
CANCELLED - 4FRI Request for Proposals (RFP) for timber Thinning Projects. In process for
some 3 years now, the RFP HAS BEEN CANCELLED by the USFS. USFS, the Timber Industry,
4 FRI Stakeholders Group, AZ Dept Forestry, Salt River Project, and many others are reviewing
options for further actions. It appears critical priority projects like the Cragin Watershed will
move forward hopefully soon, other actions are to be defined, but will likely be done under
“Stewardship” Agreements, with many projects to be done under “Good Neighbor Agreements”
with AZ DFFM where the state agency manages sub-contractors to have actual work proceed.
There have been MANY hours in many meetings with lots of people on this situation, and those
efforts are continuing. These forest thinning efforts are critical to watersheds and critical water
supplies in AZ, therefore critical to our Fisheries. We WILL stay very involved, and keep DFC
Trout Bums advised.

• 4FRI Rim Country Environmental Impact Statement
• Final EIS Document and DRAFT Record of Decision (ROD) still moving forward, now
ted early December 2021

expec-

• Formal Objection Process & period expected until Spring 2022
• East Verde River Headwaters Watershed Restoration Action Plan (EVRH WRAP).

DRAFT
WRAP based on public comments has been prepared and approval is expected at any time. This
project addresses some 18K acres North of Payson, and includes several of our trout streams.
We are invested in this effort through donations and volunteer hours with AZGFD & Tonto NF.

• Cows, Horses, FERAL Livestock on USFS Lands.

There have been several very recent agreements, with Federal Judiciary approval, between the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) and
the USFS, A-S NF in Eastern AZ White Mtns, Gila NF in NM, and Tonto NF especially on the
Verde River System to improve fencing and the exclusion of Feral Livestock for streams and
riparian areas where ecological damage has been occurring. This is a very good thing for our
fisheries. Will report more details on specific fisheries.

Joe Miller,
Conservation Chair
jamiller101@gmail.com

FISHING

			

• Gila Trout Recreational Stockings by Canyon Creek Hatchery Wrapped Up for the Year. Those
Guys and Gals at CCH have continued with their great stocking efforts with very robust Gilas
on Rim Country Streams, including Christopher and Haigler, and ALSO stocked a huge delivery
of fish into Payson’s Green Valley Lakes. It’s over for the year, but many of those fish are still
there. Have you caught any?????
*Tigers, and some Rainbows too, doing well at Woods Canyon (Off the Dam) and at Willow
Springs. From the shore, or along the Dam line, even. Woolley Buggers, Midges

FisherIes Management PROMOTION
Curt Gill, who has been a frequent presenter to DFC meetings, and with whom we’ve worked
on a number of stream projects, has been promoted to: Statewide Native Aquatics Program
Manager
Congratulations, Curt, looking forward to more cooperative efforts.

Isn't it the club members that give it life?
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DFC Outings
2022
Notes...
Hopefully we will see you at Rocky Point November 1014, and/or at Lake Havasu December 10-12. Details for
these outings are in recent DFC newsletters, or you can
contact: Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com for more
details. But, looking ahead to 2022, we already have
many outings planned. I think we are covering all of
the bases: Trout in streams, trout in lakes, bass fishing,
out of state trips (Utah) out of the country trips (Rocky
Point), pike fishing trips and many more.

Start penciling these on to your 2022 calendar!

Isn't it the club members that give it life?

Casting for Recovery Arizona November update...

As you likely know, October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. We were
blessed to have the AZ Fly Shop sponsor a Carp Rally benefiting our CfR AZ
program. Several of our lovely ladies showed up on Sunday October 17th for
the Carp Rally Social and Awards to cook brats and burgers for everyone. The
winning team caught 18 carp in a 24-hour period. The largest carp was over 24
pounds!! We were overwhelmed by the generosity of the AZ Fly Shop owners,
staff and Carp Rally sponsors for all of their generosity.
During the Carp Rally Social, Chris Rich recorded a moving video with two
of our prior attendees who shared their stories and the powerful experience the
Casting for Recovery retreat made in their lives.
Go to: Conversation of Hope—Casting for Recovery • https://youtu.be/Qg4DnFvoDws

Invitations have been sent to our volunteers and prior attendees for the Arizona Women of Trout Unlimited event, also at
AZ Fly Shop, Saturday October 30th between 11 and 1pm. We
will be planning future events.
Watch for the Casting for Recovery Annual Online Auction
between November 11 and 21, 2021. Go to: www.castingforrecovery.org to see what is available for the fisher person in your life
and support a wonderful cause.
Karen Gremminger
Program Coordinator, CfR AZ

Catch Karen at: karen@lauransa.net

DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK! • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2021
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
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Make a permanent whipped loop...
Fly line. Most top-end fly lines today
come with a welded loop at the front
and back. I’ve known some old-timers
who cut the loops off their lines, but this
begs the question, “Why did they pay the
extra money for a fly line with loops in
the first place?”
You pay a premium for a line with loops,
and the loops are strong enough to land
any trout that swims. I’ve landed tuna
and tarpon on welded loops, and have
never had the front loop break on a fish.
If your fly line does not come with a rear
loop, you can make a permanent whipped loop at the rear of the line that is just
as strong, or stronger.

8

Useful information from the mind of I. B. WISDOM...Noted chronicler of sorts
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Mark your calendars...NEW DFC Outing is now in place!
December 10-12, 2021 will be a brand new outing for DFC.
Some of our members have discovered that there is a pretty reliable bite for striped bass at Havasu Lake, and mid-December is prime time. The fish can be easily
reached by kick boats or kayaks, they readily take a fly and fish up to 12 pounds have
been caught. I personally made three trips to Lake Havasu last December because
the fishing was so good. This is another "don't miss" club trip.

So, here are the "Need to Know!" details.
The stripers move into the Bill Williams arm of Lake Havasu sometime in November, and hang around until early January. The Bill Williams arm is on the south end
of the lake close to the dam. There is a dedicated ramp for non-motorized watercraft
(canoes, kayaks, kick boats etc.) that is located very close to where the fish concentrate. I'm recommending that participants stay at Havasu springs Resort, since it is
very close to the action. Havasu springs resort also has a private boat launch (open
up to anyone who is staying at the resort) that is only a short 1-2 mile ride to the
fishing area for those of you who own power boats.
Tackle recommendations are straightforward--use the rod and line you use for
fishing Rocky Point, Mexico! For me, that is an 8 weight rod matched with a 300-400
grain sink tip line. You want to be able to get your fly to the bottom in water up to
18 feet deep. I like these heavy lines because they get my fly down into the feeding
zone quickly. Lighter rods and slower sinking lines would also work, but you need
to have some patience to let your line and fly get down to the fish. Ask anyone who
knows me---I don't have no stinkin' patience!

For flies, big streamers that imitate a thread fin shad
are perfect. A 2-2.5 inch long plastic helmet head with
a gray top and a white bottom works well, and the same
length chartreuse and white Clouser seemed to work very
well last year. Sturdy leaders with 1X-3X fluorocarbon tippets will allow you to flip over these heavy flies and land
some hefty stripers.
For those choosing to stay at Havasu Springs resort in a
motel, I'm recommending that you make reservations for
the "Poolside" motel. Rooms with two queen size beds and
a kitchenette go for $70/night. Phone number to make reservations is 928-667-3361. There are also other motels on
site that are larger, or have a view etc. but they do cost a bit
more. You can also bring your RV, but last time I had priced
this out, motel rooms were actually cheaper than RV spots.
Something about winter visitors from Canada. If you don't
mind driving a bit further, there is also BLM land between
the Bill Williams arm and Lake Havasu city where you can
camp for free or a very nominal fee.
Any questions? Contact your host, Joe Staller,
at joestaller@yahoo.com

John Rohmer with a 12 pound striped
bass caught in December in the Bill
Williams arm of Lake Havasu

Joi n us, fly fish wit
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In this image, the Bill Williams arm is on the right,
the dam is on the left , and
Havasu springs resort is in
the middle.
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Fly Tying Corner
October Flies of the Month

These should be good for the December outing to Bill Williams arm of Lake Havasu

Questions/Comments? ...Catch me, Bob Harrison at: (480) 735-9743
Smith's Shad

Hook: Mustad 3366 size 2
Thread: Red size 6/0
Tail: Pearl crystal flash with White Craft fur
bottom Gray craft fur top
Body: Pearl tinsel chenille with short
matching craft fur on bottom
Wing: 10 strands of crystal flash with short
gray craft fur on top
Cheeks: Grizzly hen body feather
Eye: 1/4" Silver witchcraft tape on eyes
(or sub the new 3d holographic eyes, same
size and color)

Puglisi Silver Minnow

Add dots with Fine point
sharpie marker
Hook: Egg Hook size2 (2+ inch),
Whip finish large head
4 (~2 inch) or 6 (~1 inch)
Build head further with 2
Thread: .006 mono line
part 5 minute epoxy. Embed
Body: Puglisi EP Fibers White
Hologram Dome Eyes size
Tie in small bunches to stack the fibers and
1/8" or 5/32" as it firms up.
make taller body.
Put fly on rotating wheel
Comb out to flair fibers. Hold the
while epoxy cures.
fanned out fibers and clip to shape.
Mark upper body with Prismacolor
Marker - Cool Gray.

Fish-Skull Masked Minnow
Head: Fish-Skull® Fish-Mask™, #6 or #4.
Eyes: Fish-Skull® Living Eyes™, 6 mm
or 4 mm, ice.
Hook: Mustad 3466 or equiv #1 (with FishMask #6) or #4 (with Fish-Mask #4).
Tail - bottom: Bucktail, white.
Tail - middle: Flashabou, pearl.
Tail - top: Pearl/mirage, or olive.
Body: Ice Dub, pearl.
Thread dam: White.
The tail of the fly is about 2x the hook
length.

Diamond Hair Minnow

Hook: Gamakatsu SC15 #2-#3/0
Thread: Uni 6/0 White
Eyes: 3D Molded eyes
Weight: (If desired) Lead wraps covered with mylar
Body Material for Diamond Hair Streamer: Arizona Diamond Hair

For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.
NOTE: Clouser Minnows, suggested by Joe also, were covered recently in previous tying corner.
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ROCKY POINT
NOVEMBER 9-14, 2021

Bring 8 wt fly rod, 300-400 grain sinking line.
Make reservations early this will be a
crowed week.
Size 4 Clousers are a good fly choice.
Drive the speed limit at the boarder.
Get Mexico insurance. Expect to catch
fish!
We'll all meet there and hang together.
Call or text Vince Deadmond
with any questions
(480) 818-1796

Host...
Billy Wingo's

SAN JUAN
RIVER TRIP

The recent San Juan trip at the end of September was a fantastic trip. There were only four club
members that could make the trip but all four did both segments of the trip and fished all week.
This made for a great week and a good bargain for six nights lodging and four days guided fishing. Richard Anderson caught a nice, fat 27inch Rainbow for our most beautiful fish. Michael
Black joined what Chris Taylor called the 22 by 22 club. He caught a 22lb Carp on a size 22 fly!
What a fight that was on 5X tippet. Joe Miller also caught plenty of nice fish including some very
nice Brownies. Perfect weather and great guides. We caught so many fish it was hard to keep up
with, my partner and I put over 70 fish in the boat the last day of fishing. I hope some of you will
start planning to make the trip next year. The four of us are signing up again so come and join us
for a truly great fishing experience.

Thanx Billy, for another well hosted trip you set up! | Questions/Comments- Catch Bill at: billy.wingo@phoenix.gov • (602) 262-4406

Isn't it the club members that give it life?
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Being a Desert Fly Caster member qualifies you to join in
on our DFC Club Outings. Join us...Fly fish with us.

DFC link to purchase a Yearly Membership Dues for $35.00...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=HT2QMP9NY4VNW

DFC link to purchase Lifetime Family Membership Dues for $350...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9LS44D7GYS63J

2021 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Frank Schettino- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Valerie Staller- Treasurer
Marie McClearn- Secretary
Outings- Joe Staller
Programs- Michael Munrore
Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Rod Buchanan
Education- Tom Horvath
Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Raffles- Michael Monroe
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large
Dick Brooks, David Huang,
Charlie Rosser, J.C. Roberson
David Weaver
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Keep the flame and passion of Fly Fishing alive for 2021.
OUR DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK!
WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 10, 2021
Join us with Guest Speaker: Jeff Currier

NOVEMBER 9-14, 2021
ROCKY POINT

Call or text Vince Deadmond with any questions (480) 818-1796

DECEMBER 10-12, 2021
LAKE HAVASUE
Let's fish for Striped Bass!!

Any questions? Contact your host, Joe Staller, at joestaller@yahoo.com

A quick fix...

Isn't it the club members that give it life?

Join us, fly fish with us...

DESERT FLY CASTERS
All Better Together
FLY FISHING CLUB

