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There is certainly something in angling that tends to produce a gentleness of spirit and a pure sincerity of mind.
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Canyon Creek Hatchery Gila Trout Propagation Program
Canyon Creek Hatchery has been incredibly
successful with their Gila Trout Propagation Program. Their broodstock, raised at their facility for
three years from eggs, produced over 40,000 eggs
this spring that have become viable fry and fingerlings that should be ready to be stocked in two
years when they reach stockable size.
Jim Strogen will be presenting a look at the
Canyon Creek Gila broodstock operation and how
the staff has developed special processes to raise

Gila trout, which act like wild trout even as fry, so
are much more difficult to raise than rainbow trout.
Desert Flycasters’ Club has been a generous
supporter of the Canyon Creek Hatchery Gila
Trout Propagation Program. Please join us at 7pm
on Wednesday, October 13th to learn how your
support has benefited this program, and is providing some great fishing opportunities for a beautiful Arizona native trout species.

ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
WE'RE
GETTIN'
BACK
TOGETHER
AS A CLUB!

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL

Join us, fly fish with us...

DESERT FLY CASTERS
All Better Together
FLY FISHING CLUB

September 2021
1st "In-Person"
Club Meeting!
We had our first in-person meeting
in September and it was well attended. Think we had 30 members in
attendance. And, a great speaker,
Tom Larson, who brought us up to
date on the Rim Country- a favorite
with club members.
The meeting gave us life once
again as members knowing we can
get "All Better Together" as a Fly
Fishing club.
Look forward for the October club
gathering with Jim Strogen as our
guest speaker.
Good to be back...
an' good to see you back!

FLASH...
Frank Schettino
Retires as DFC
President!
After 4 years, Frank Schettino, is
stepping down as DFC President
Frank said he'd stay on for a while
as, "interim" president along with
a couple of other board members.
Frank was awarded the Fickled
Turkey Finger Award. And a few interesting characters who had some
relationship with Frank back in the
day sent their congratulations on
getting out and being released. A
nice watch was sent on to Frank,
from Vinny out of Detroit. Vinny
knew the DFC club was a little light
in funds to afford a Rolex. Thanks
for connections like Vinny. (You
should not ask...)
Thanks Frank, for all the great
meetings of fun, leadership,
knowledge and your guidance
through the years. And, am glad
we’ll see you with you’re new gig
as: The Interim Guy.

Tom Larson
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DFC BBQ Day....Fun, Fun, Fun!
BBQ was a success and well attended. Judging by all the smiles and laughs I’d say members had a
great time. A big round of applause and THANK YOU to Tom Horvath for all his hard work putting this
together. Thanks go out to Larry Allan and his casting instructors for their help, great to see you guys.
Thanks to Gary DePuydt for sharing the cooking duties. A big warm welcome going to our Veterans
from Project Healing Waters and new to join us is a great bunch of ladies from Casting for Recovery.
DFC looks forward to seeing more of both of these great groups in the future.
Gotta do this again!

Frank Schettino, Interim President

WE had 45 to 55
Trout Bums at the
BBQ.

"
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Thanx
Michael Munroe
for organizing the
prizes- yo, ya
done good!

Thanx
Jay Figley
for some of these
great photos!
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DFC
Silver Creek
2021
Jim Strogen

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist
Life on the Fly - Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch Jim at: (480) 242-2569 | photo: Jim Strogen

Silver Creek catch and release season opens on October 1 and ends on March 31.

During this season, only single point barbless flies or lures may be used; bait is prohibited. Every year I look forward to heading to Silver Creek, outside of Show Low, even if it
is a two hour trip from Payson.
If you are planning to drive up to Silver Creek this year, there are some changes that
will affect your trip. Even though the stream is fed by springs that maintain great temperatures for trout all year, it is impacted by run-off into the watershed. Monsoon storms
hit Silver Creek very hard this summer.
According to AZGFD, sections of the creek will look quite different to anglers who
regular fish there. The water that came through was so significant that it washed out the
bulk of the trout, including the 3-10 pound beauties that are more prevalent in the top
pools. The rains have also caused the reeds to expand their presence along the creek.
In years past, many anglers typically fished the lower end above the footbridge near
the parking lot, while others often beelined to the upper section, about 30 minutes upstream. This year, due to stream conditions, the Department is scattering the fish over the
entire length of the stream where good habitat remains.
They are stocking 700-800 two pound rainbow trout. Most of these fish will be in
the sixteen to eighteen inch range. They are not planning to stock any Apaches in Silver
Creek this year, and instead will stock them in other designated White Mountain waters.
In addition to stocking, Department staff is doing their best to create openings in
the reeds to provide better access for anglers.

With the potential for even more reeds than usual, it is
important to bring a long-handled net and be proactive in
your casting decisions. A two pound trout, reeds, and a high
potentially slippery bank do not mix well. So be sure that
you can effectively turn the trout and land it, then release
it quickly. That might mean passing up a cast where conditions will not allow a successful release.
The water is still muddy, so certainly 4x will work, and
depending on your fly selection you might want to go with
3x. If you are new to Silver Creek, weekdays are less crowded
than weekends.
I generally start with a white chamois or San Juan worm
size 10-12 and a dark midge size 14-18 under an indicator.
Dry flies and wooly buggers have worked in the past as well.
I have had days on Silver Creek that it didn’t seem to matter
what I tied on, the fish grabbed it. On other trips, I have
changed flies twenty or more times trying to change my
luck. The fly fishers there are generally very willing to share
information on what flies are working for them.
Photo: Stephanie Belvedere has selected a section of bank where she can
get to a trout with a long-handled net.

Gadgets an' Stuff.....
Trout Bums:
I've always liked the saying, "Efficiency is a highly-evolved form of laziness."
There seems to be some truth, wisdom even, in those words.
As a highly-evolved lazy person, I've been using a couple of accessories
that help me save valuable minutes on the water. Because these accessories
have recently become available at rock-bottom prices, I wanted to share these
finds with my fishing buddies.
A)-Clip-on, Filp-up Magnifiers: My old eyes have a hard time seeing
thin tippet and tiny hook eyes. This makes rigging-up, changing flies and
untangling knots a much harder task. To compensate, I clip a pair of magnifiers onto my sunglasses. Magnifiers that flip up are instantly available when
needed but otherwise out-of-the-way. Many fly shops carry them at $15 and
up but Amazon recently started selling clip-on, flip-up magnifiers at only
$6.99 a pair. Here's the link: Amazon.com: Reading Glasses Clip On Flip
Up Magnifying Reading Glasses Magnifiers Lenses Readers Unisex (2.0 x) :
Health & Household
How good are they? I bought one pair to try them out. Then I bought four
more as spares.
B)-Tool Sheath: I've lost more than one pair of $20+ hemostats while bushwacking. My sling pack has a hemostat holder but it's located high on the
shoulder strap and nearly impossible to get to when needed. Also, I can't use
a zinger with it because no zinger stretches far enough to go from my shoulder to wherever the hemostats are needed. I solved this problem with a small

nylon tool sheath. It's belt loop easily slips onto a wading belt or the strap of
a sling pack, right at hand level. A zinger pinned to the sheath helps ensure
the hemostats don't go missing. Here's the link to the small sheath I found
on eBay: NEW! Nylon Folding POCKET Knife HOLSTER Case SHEATH
POUCH with Belt Loop | eBay
It is only $4.80 for one and less than $4 for two or more.
Does more efficient fishing mean more fish in the net? I have no idea, maybe
it does. As a lazy person, I'll just wait until one of you tells me.
Larry D. Gallegos
relaw@msn.com

A)-Clip-on, Filp-up Magnifiers

B)-Tool Sheath
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October 14-17 • Becker Lake Outing

Our October outing will be at Becker Lake, Thursday-Sunday October 14-17.

Feel free to come early or stay late; this is a great time to be in the White Mountains! This outing is in conjunction with the White Mountains Lake Foundation (WMLF) "Becker Best" event, and features a Free!! BBQ lunch
and raffle on Saturday Oct 16. The raffle will include rods, reels, lines, float tubes, flies, fly tying supplies etc.
All proceeds will go to the WMLF conservation fund.

Please make your own plans for lodging. We highly recommend the Rode Inn in Springerville for its close
proximity to Becker Lake, although there is plenty of lodging in Pinetop, Show Low etc. If you want to stay
at Rode Inn, the phone number is 928-333-4365, and the address is 242 E. Main St. Springerville, AZ 85938.
By October, the air and water temperatures should have moderated, and with any luck the fish will be in the
shallows and trying to fatten up for the winter. However, I would still bring fast sinking lines for stripping
leeches and buggers deep, indicator rigs for fishing midges on the bottom, and floating or slow sinking lines
for tossing damsels, leeches, and pheasant tails in the weed beds.

Any questions, please call your host, Joe Staller, email: joestaller@yahoo.com, cell: 602-568-9431

DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK! • WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2021
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Chit/Chat at: 6:30
Meeting and Club Speaker at: 7:00
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Fishing Small Streams
Jim Strogen

1

2
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1.
Sweeper on Tonto Creek
2.
Sweeper on Tonto Creek

3.
A nice Upper Christopher Creek wild brown
trout used the water cushion and shade of
this boulder to wait for bugs drifting down
stream.
4.
Three boulder stream improvement on the
East Verde River at 3rd Crossing.

4
One of my favorite aspects of stream fishing is predicting where I will find a trout that is interested in
taking my fly. This requires reading the stream and
identifying the most likely places that will hold a
trout; and then of course, successfully delivering a fly
to that fish.
Trout are interested in mainly five things for most
of the year, and a sixth, good spawning substrate, during spawning season. They are interested in securing
locations that will provide a steady conveyer belt of
aquatic insects delivered to them in the current, and
they want immediate access to cover if they are not
already hiding under that cover while feeding. Trout
always want to minimize the energy that they need to
expend while swimming, so will seek areas with less
current that still allows them easy access to passing
food. They also need adequate dissolved oxygen (DO)
and temperature.
Good DO levels and cold temperatures are the
norm on productive trout streams, but this summer
both have been severely compromised by lower flows,
rising stream temperatures, and the corresponding
impact on DO available to the trout that warmer water causes.
Several stockings were curtailed this summer in
streams that were too warm. As water temperatures
approach 68 F or higher, it is tough on the fish who
are just doing their best to survive under adverse temperature and DO conditions. I choose not to fish for
trout during these times.

5.
This rainbow waited for me to work my fly
under the sweeper before he grabbed it.
A thermometer to measure stream temperature
before you fish is a cheap, and worthwhile investment,
especially if you practice catch and release. As fall air
temperatures cool, that will help the stream temperatures, and I look forward to better fishing opportunities in the coming weeks.
Trout that have been in the stream for any length of
time are increasingly concerned about remaining close to cover, and the threat of predators such as fish-eating birds. Anglers that approach the stream noisily,
or cast a shadow on the creek will spook a trout too.
When I am on a stream, there are certain places
that I target much more heavily than others. Since the
streams in Rim Country are often shallow, certainly
the deeper pools are prime water to fish. If there is
additional cover in the hole in the form of rocks, logs,
or undercut banks, so much the better.
One of my favorite features to look for in a creek
is a sweeper. That is a branch that is hanging in the
water and the current sweeps under and through it.
Sweepers provide shade and a sense of security for
trout. They can feed casually as food is delivered from
the current, and this hiding location provides a great
ambush point to grab bigger prey that might venture
too close.
Often anglers will cast along the edge of a sweeper,
but that might not encourage a trout to leave the security of the cover. That is typically how I start, but if I’m
convinced that a trout must be under the structure, I
eventually work my fly completely under the sweeper.

5
I lose flies in that effort, but am often rewarded with
my gamble.
I am a big fan of the stream improvement devices
that AZGFD has installed in several Rim Country
streams over the years. I fish them carefully as I work
a section of the creek. One of the simplest stream improvement devices that I have seen, that attracted trout
within hours of the installation, was the set of three
boulders dropped into the East Verde River in the
pool next to the 3rd Crossing parking lot.
That hole has a lot going for it. The three boulders
provide a current break and a place for the trout to
seek cover if they feel threatened. During reasonable
stream flows, the current moves through the pool at a
good pace, and there is also a nice undercut bank that
the trout utilize.
I generally don’t spend a lot of time fishing riffles,
those fast stretches of water between pools. In our
small streams, the riffles are generally too shallow and
often don’t have any cover for the trout.
Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist
Life on the Fly - Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch Jim at: (480) 242-2569 | photos: Jim Strogen
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Mark your calendars...NEW DFC Outing is now in place!
December 10-12, 2021 will be a brand new outing for DFC.
Some of our members have discovered that there is a pretty reliable bite for striped bass at Havasu Lake, and mid-December is prime time. The fish can be easily
reached by kick boats or kayaks, they readily take a fly and fish up to 12 pounds have
been caught. I personally made three trips to Lake Havasu last December because
the fishing was so good. This is another "don't miss" club trip.

So, here are the "Need to Know!" details.
The stripers move into the Bill Williams arm of Lake Havasu sometime in November, and hang around until early January. The Bill Williams arm is on the south end
of the lake close to the dam. There is a dedicated ramp for non-motorized watercraft
(canoes, kayaks, kick boats etc.) that is located very close to where the fish concentrate. I'm recommending that participants stay at Havasu springs Resort, since it is
very close to the action. Havasu springs resort also has a private boat launch (open
up to anyone who is staying at the resort) that is only a short 1-2 mile ride to the
fishing area for those of you who own power boats.
Tackle recommendations are straightforward--use the rod and line you use for
fishing Rocky Point, Mexico! For me, that is an 8 weight rod matched with a 300-400
grain sink tip line. You want to be able to get your fly to the bottom in water up to
18 feet deep. I like these heavy lines because they get my fly down into the feeding
zone quickly. Lighter rods and slower sinking lines would also work, but you need
to have some patience to let your line and fly get down to the fish. Ask anyone who
knows me---I don't have no stinkin' patience!

For flies, big streamers that imitate a thread fin shad
are perfect. A 2-2.5 inch long plastic helmet head with
a gray top and a white bottom works well, and the same
length chartreuse and white Clouser seemed to work very
well last year. Sturdy leaders with 1X-3X fluorocarbon tippets will allow you to flip over these heavy flies and land
some hefty stripers.
For those choosing to stay at Havasu Springs resort in a
motel, I'm recommending that you make reservations for
the "Poolside" motel. Rooms with two queen size beds and
a kitchenette go for $70/night. Phone number to make reservations is 928-667-3361. There are also other motels on
site that are larger, or have a view etc. but they do cost a bit
more. You can also bring your RV, but last time I had priced
this out, motel rooms were actually cheaper than RV spots.
Something about winter visitors from Canada. If you don't
mind driving a bit further, there is also BLM land between
the Bill Williams arm and Lake Havasu city where you can
camp for free or a very nominal fee.
Any questions? Contact your host, Joe Staller,
at joestaller@yahoo.com

John Rohmer with a 12 pound striped
bass caught in December in the Bill
Williams arm of Lake Havasu
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In this image, the Bill Williams arm is on the right,
the dam is on the left , and
Havasu springs resort is in
the middle.

Desert Fly Casters

•

Fly Tying Corner October 2021
No fly tying session planned due to low attendance. If you want to meet contact Tom Horvath or me.
We can set up something if there is enough interest
Tom Horvath at: (602) 768-7280 • Catch me, Bob Harrison at: (480) 735-9743

Bead Head (belly) Scud
Hook: TMC 2487 or 2457 #12-20
Weight: .Gold bead
Thread: 8/0 Olive dun UNI
Tail (antennae): Olive hackle tips or Olive
deer hair
Ribbing: Copper Wire
Shellback: Wide mylar ribbing material
Body: Smoky Olive Sow Scud Dubbinginto

Chevelon Canyon Lake where stream
flows into lake when the weather gets
cold.

October Caddis Nymph
Hook: 2XS Curved Shank Nymph
Hook 14 to 18
Bead: Gold sized to Hook
Thread: Orange 70D Danville Flymaster
Tail: Light Partridge
Rib: UV Pearl Flat Tinsel
Body: Pale Orange Dubbing, thick
Hackle: Light Partridge
Head: Peacock Herl

Goddard Caddis

Hook: dry fly hook, 10-16
Thread: Kevlar* for spinning and
brown or orange 6/0 to finish
Body: Deer hair color to match hatch
Antenna: Brown hackle quills
Hackle: Brown

Smoke JUmper Midge

Hook: Daiichi 1130 or Tiemco 2487
size 16 to 20
Thread: Tiemco 16/0
Abdomen: Stripped Peacock Herl,
Turkey Biots, or Thread and Wire
Wing: 2-3 matched CDC feathers
Thorax: Nature’s Spirit Fine Natural
Dubbing, Nature’s Spirit Emergence
Dubbing, or Wapsi Superfine Dubbing

For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.
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DFC Outings Up-Date Notes....
Looking further ahead, October is a great time to get
back up to the White Mountains. Fish are getting
active as the air and water temperatures come down,
and I have had some great days at Becker Lake tossing leeches and callibaetis imitations at the banks.
This Oct 14-17 outing also coincides with the White
Mountain Lake Foundation "Becker Best" event, so
there will be a free lunch and a raffle for some very
nice prizes.
November 10-14 is our annual trip to Rocky Point.
I think we have done this without missing a year for
something like 60 years. This is a "don't miss it" trip,
as the fishing is usually fast and furious, the weather is
great, and there are plenty of great places to eat and drink.
Vince Deadmond is the host for the fabulous event.

December 10-12 will be a brand new outing for DFC. Some of our members have discovered that there is a pretty reliable bite for striped bass
at Havasu Lake, and mid-December is prime time. The fish can be easily reached by kick boats or kayaks, they readily take a fly and fish up to
12 pounds have been caught. I personally made three trips to Lake Havasu last December because the fishing was so good. This is another "don't
miss" club trip.

Please put these dates on your calendar. For more info, contact the trip host or Joe Staller. • Catch Joe at: joestaller@yahoo.com.

ROCKY POINT
NOVEMBER 9 thru 14, 2021
To BOB, the DFC Newsletter Editor:

Robert McKeon

My computer and WiFi are conspiring
against me.
So here is a condensed invite to the
58th RP trip.
RP Nov-9-14 bring 8 wt fly rod, 300400 grain sinking line.
Make reservations early this will be a
crowed week.
Size 4 Clousers are a good fly choice.
Call or text Vince with any questions
480 818 1796.
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Being a Desert Fly Caster member qualifies you to join in
on our DFC Club Outings. Join us...Fly fish with us.

DFC link to purchase a Yearly Membership Dues for $35.00...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=HT2QMP9NY4VNW

DFC link to purchase Lifetime Family Membership Dues for $350...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9LS44D7GYS63J
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Wintering with the rest of the DFC Trout Bums...

Trout Bum, Steve Fairbanks, adds a few notes from back home before joining here with us.
A Great Day of Fishing

Greetings DFC friends. Looking forward to seeing everyone in person again this winter. While I spend most of my West Michigan home fishing time on the Rogue and more famous Pere
Marquette Rivers, I had another interesting experience I thought I’d share along with a few pictures (everyone likes to see the evidence, right?). My guide for this trip was the co-author of my
book and a much better fly fisherman than I’ll ever be. I frequently guest lecture to his MBA/
EMBA classes. A former student of ours was part of developing a resort aimed at providing a great
outdoor experience – right down to their own biologists and hatchery – in Peoria, Illinois no less.
He suggested I stay over a day and said I wouldn’t believe the fishing. He was right.
Our interests centered on the mile-long trout stream with sections fashioned to replicate various
geographic waters in the United States (they do lake fishing too). While I haven’t “formally” experienced Montana (and Billy the San Juan is still on the Bucket List), none of my Alaska or Colorado
experiences prepared me for this. Introduced into their barbless hook catch-and-release environment were four species (Rainbow, Brown, Brook and Golden) and I actually caught the “grand
slam”. I brought two rods, so we set up my 4-weight with a nymph rig (#12-14 prince nymphs and
#20-22 zebra midges), and the 5-weight for streamers (advice was to tie directly to a 4X – 9 foot
leader as the fish were big and healthy and extra tippet knots were risky. Right again!). Pictures
include a 16” Golden (who went airborne!), an 18” Brook who hit like a freight train (I’ve never seen
one before bigger than 12”), and two Rainbows – a pretty 18” and the largest was a fat 22”. There
were many more - both landed and lost (needless to say we skipped lunch!). Check out Sankoty
Lakes Resort (www.sankotylakes.com) if you are ever in the area – you won’t regret it!
See you soon. Tight lines!
Steve Fairbanks- MI & DFC Trout Bum
popsfairbanks54@gmail.com

DFC Trout Bum, Carl Rutherford, with a few notes on tripping to the San Juan...
Charlie Rosser invited 3 of us to float the San Juan
with the Fishheads Sept. 28, 29 and 30th. Denny
Johnson and I fished and stayed together while Phil, a
novice fisherman fished with Charlie. I had a different
guide each day including Chris Taylor. They were all
good. Two of the guides did something that I thought was great. They both skipped fishing Texas hole in
the morning and came back and fished it at the end
of the day when there wasn't anyone there. It was a
blast. The set up that seemed to work for me was a
#22 dark olive midge and a #24 grey emerger. We decided to get off the water early with Chris because of a
lightning storm on Wednesday. On Thursday it started
raining heavily at about 1pm. We all had rain gear so
it was no problem. I stayed an extra day to wade fish
at Cable hole. I got there before sunrise and had the
place to myself for at least 60-90 minutes. It took a
while to find the right place and combination of flies.
That happened after about 45 minutes on the right
side of the island at Cable hole. I had many strikes and
landed most. I was getting tired and my back was sore
so I headed to my favorite fishing spot on the way

to the BOR trail at the tip of an island.
There were fish stacked up there both
sipping and on the bottom. This spot
has a lot of branches sticking up from
the bottom giving the fish some safety.
I used 2 emergers with a #9 weight. I got
a fish my first pass but let it break me
off going into the branches. I re-rigged
the same set up and immediately got
another hit which I kept away from the
branches. It was a nice 20 inch rainbow.
I continued landing nice fish for another
hour but finally got so tired I had to leave. We ate every night at Fishheads. We
all thought the food was much improved. I stayed the last night at the Presidential Inn in Aztec and the hot tub
really helped my back. Here is a picture
of the novice, Phil's fish.
Thoughts/Comments?
Catch me, Carl at: carlruthe@gmail.com

Join us, fly fish with us...
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Keep the flame and passion of Fly Fishing alive for 2021.
OUR DFC CLUB MEETINGS ARE BACK!
WEDNESDAY • OCTOBER 13, 2021
Join us with Guest Speaker: Jim Strogen

BECKER BEST

Saturday, October 16, 2021

Contact information: joestaller@yahoo.com | (602) 568-9431

BECKER LAKE- OUTING

Thursday-Sunday October 14-17, 2021

Host: Joe Staller
Catch Joe at: joestaller@yahoo.com | (602) 568-9431

Frank's Corner of the world ...

Frank Schettino • OCTOBER

Greetings fellow DFC’ers.
Welcome to fall. Its October and the temps are cooling down, we had a wet monsoon
season bringing lots of rain to the high country which we hope has put a little water
into our favorite lakes and streams. With any luck this weather pattern will continue
and bring alot of snow this winter and result in a good sized snow pack to fill the lakes
and streams for the spring. Only Mother Nature knows…
This month is Becker Best with the WMLF, which was postponed due to Covid but its on
for October 16th. Come on out and support a great cause. There’ll be some great fishing,
great food and a Dave Weaver built rod in the membership rod raffle along with other
great prizes. I also heard through the grave vine that there will be a rep from Sage rods to
demo their rods as well. Check the newsletter for details. I hope to see you there.
Tight Lines...
Frank Schettino, Interim President

