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There is certainly something in angling that tends to produce a gentleness of spirit and a pure sincerity of mind.
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• Making fishing
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• Promoting responsible
angling practices
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MEET UP WITH US....ONCE AGAIN
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Table Set-up: 6:00 PM
Doors Open at 6:30 PM

(As a club courtesy no sales before 6:30 PM)

It’s time for all of us to get together…
Time to Trade…Swap…Barter…
Collect the other guy’s stuff and sell our stuff.
There will be some brief DFC Club Announcements

Membership
Rod Buchanan
Website
Bill Batchelor
News Letter Editor
Robert McKeon

WE'RE
GETTIN'
BACK
TOGETHER
AS A CLUB!

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL

President's Drift

Frank Schettino • AUGUST 2021

Greeting fellow Trout Bums,

In case you haven’t noticed monsoon season has arrived and boy is it a busy one, a welcomed one too because we need the rain. If you’ve been out fishing or read in our last
newsletter you know the water levels are down everywhere in the state. The rain is welcomed but sadly we need much more. Be mindful that if you’re fishing in these conditions
the fish will be stressed, take extra care to land and release any fish you catch.
If you’re out fishing / camping check the forecast before you go and keep an eye on the
weather as you know it can change in a flash. Also, if you’re out camping please be extr
careful with cooking appliances, trailer chains etc. Even with this rain, conditions are so
dry the tiniest spark will start a fire. If you’ve seen the news lately the west coast is under
siege. Numerous wildfires here in AZ as well as some big ones in California, Oregon and
Washington. A big thank you to all the firefighters and first responders on the front lines
fighting what seems like and impossible battle.
I’m putting out a call for help. DFC needs members to join the board. We have the best fly fishing club in the
world. We have a great group of people running the club and its activities: such as Programs, Education, Outings,
Conservation and Community outreach. We could use a few extra hands. So I’m asking for members to come and
help by joining the board. If you’re interested in joining the board, speak with a board member or myself.
It’s an honor to be the President of the Desert Fly Casters, an honor I’m very proud of. I have said on numerous
occasions that we are the greatest club around. After 4 years as the President I must step down. A very difficult decision I assure you. Recent changes at work has made it difficult for me to maintain the high level of attention that this
club deserves. The September meeting will be my last as President. I want to thank all the DFC trout bums, members
of the board for their support during my Presidency. You’re the reason this club is the greatest.
The August meeting will be our annual Swap Meet. It was cancelled last year due to Covid. Go through your
closets and come down and swap with your fellow DFC’ers. If you’re relatively new to fly fishing or you’re looking to
upgrade, pick up some gear you don’t already have this is your chance to pick up some used gear. How do you thank
the members for hanging in there during a tough time. How about a DFC BBQ. That’s right, a DFC BBQ on Saturday
September 18, 2021. Look for details in the newsletter.
See you at the swap meet.
Tight Lines,
Frank Schettino | The DFC President Guy
...bada-bing-bada-boom

THE DFC BOARD BEAT...
A few notes from our DFC Board of Directors...
VOLUNTEERS...

We're looking for a few good volunteers to join us as part of the board of directors. We've got a couple
openings and would like to hear from you. Got a business background that might blend with keeping
our club stronger? Got the desired time to help host an outing? Got a few ideas keeping the silent sport
of fly fishing alive for the next generation? Good!
Let us hear from you. Tell us a little something about yourself.
Please contact Joe Staller, The DFC V/P Guy at:
joestaller@yahoo.com | (602) 568-9431
Thank you.

FLY TYING | EDUCATION...

Our DFC Education Guy, Tom Horvath, along with our DFC Fly-Tying Guru, Bob Harrison are planning
another great fly tying session for August and September...A few in-person spots will be available...
They'll also do a zoom of the evening. Details are in the early stages and will be better defined with
invitations for a zoom to all DFC members to attend...Look for it all in future e-mails.
However please let us know of your interest and by all means contact Tom Horvath so he can better
plan this club fly tying session.
Catch Tom Horvath, The DFC Education Guy at:
(602) 768-7280 • mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
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While Rim Country Fishing is Tough,
Consider Some Lees Ferry Fun
by Jim Strogen

Bighorn sheep grazing along the Colorado River
several miles upstream from Lees Ferry.

While the National Forests have reopened, fishing opportunities are limited due to water conditions on some Rim
Country streams, as well as a few of the lakes in the White Mountains. Hatchery staff check water conditions each
time they are ready to stock, and if conditions are not good enough for stocking, then the trout will be returned to the
hatchery. Staff measure for temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, and take into account low water flow
that would impact where trout can be stocked.
Even a significant difference between the colder temperature of the water in the hatchery tank and the warmer
stream temperature can shock and kill fish, so I appreciate their care with the trout, and know that we will see these
fish in waters that are in good shape, or when better conditions return.
There are some Rim Country streams that are approaching temperatures in the mid 70s, and the trout in these
streams should not be put under any additional stress.

So this might be a good time to consider a trip to Lees Ferry on the Colorado
River below Glen Canyon Dam. It is one of the prettiest places that I have ever
fished.
The Walk-in area, just downstream from where the trips start that are headed
down into Grand Canyon, is easily accessible and offers good fishing and great
Canyon vistas; but I prefer to fish upriver with a guide. The boat ride up and
back from the fishing areas provides ever-changing views of the spectacular
scenery within the towering cliffs of Glen Canyon in the fifteen mile stretch
between Glen Canyon Dam and Lees Ferry.
Recently, my wife Martha and I took our two older grandsons, Owen and Ayden, on a fishing trip on this section of the river. Technically, only the three guys
fished, while Martha took photos and did watercolor paintings.
It had been over twenty years since Martha was on the river. On that trip we
actually went downriver through the many rapids on a five day trip to Phantom
Ranch, where we hiked out to the South Rim with our then, teenage boys.
The section upriver from Lees Ferry does not have any rapids to contend
with, so it is a safe boat ride that can be done in a day. Typically, that involves
stops to get out and wade to fish riffles or runs at several great fishing spots.

Guide Dave Foster helps Ayden bring in his first Lees
Ferry rainbow.

This trip was Owen’s second visit to Lees Ferry, and Ayden’s first. The ride
upriver in the boat did not disappoint. Besides the gorgeous canyon views, we
had a great time watching countless ducks, several Great Blue Herons along the
shore and in the riffles, and even some ospreys. We also saw about six bighorn
sheep enjoying some of the succulent vegetation along the river.
I consider myself skilled in knowing where to look for trout in a stream, but
I always feel inadequate in that department when it comes to Lees Ferry. The
guides are on the river all the time, and are attuned to shifts in water depth with
releases from the dam, and where the trout are more likely to be found under
different water conditions.
An example of that occurred at our first stop to fish. On Owen’s first trip
a couple years ago, the fish were in a particular seam in the riffle. This time,
according to the guide, that area had not been productive recently. Instead
he had us fish about a hundred yards downstream from that location, and we
caught fish after fish.
We started the day with a big dry fly as our top fly, that in addition to being
able to catch trout, would also act as an indicator if a fish took the small zebra
midge drifting about three feet below it. That rig worked for all of us initially,
but I changed to a two midge rig under an indicator, while Ayden shifted to a
spinning rod. Owen stayed committed to the dry fly and midge rig.

Owen and Ayden with one of many rainbow trout caught during the day.
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...continued
Rim Country Fishing is Tough, Consider
Some Lees Ferry Fun
Ayden’s switch to the spinning rod and a large spinner was
prompted by the Incentivized Harvest program being offered at Lees Ferry to reduce the number of brown trout in that
section of the river. Brown trout diet becomes heavily fish
dependent as they grow. The protected native fish downriver like the humpback chubs, as well as young rainbow trout
in the Lees Ferry Reach are feared to be targeted by brown
trout.
Ayden was sure that he would catch at least a dozen brown
trout, and he had the money (at least $25 per fish) already
counted in his mind. Though he worked hard for most of the
afternoon specifically targeting brown trout with the spinners that he hoped would attract their attention, he only
managed to catch rainbow trout, which don’t count toward
the incentivized harvest payment.

Owen with a rainbow trout in the net.

While both boys out-fished me, Owen was clearly the best
angler of the day. He did well all morning with his dry fly
and midge rig, and then switched to a sinking line and a big
woolly bugger for the afternoon. That rig would also works
for brown trout, but Owen kept pulling in rainbows at a good
clip all afternoon.

Ayden ready to release his first
Lees Ferry rainbow trout.

Martha Strogen
working on a
watercolor paintings
(below) while the guys
fished.

Martha had a great time on the trip as well. She did a bit
of hiking along the shore while we fished, and took photos
of the Canyon, wildlife, and grandkids. She also worked on
some watercolor paintings while remaining comfortable under the canopy in the boat.
I look forward to any opportunity to fish at Lees Ferry, and
I am hoping my grandkids will want to continue to out-fish
me on future trips.
If you would like to learn more about the brown
trout Incentivized Harvest program at Lees
Ferry, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
has information at https://www.nps.gov/glca/
planyourvisit/brown-trout-harvest.htm.
Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly
Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com
Lees Ferry. This is where trips get
ready to head downriver through
the Grand Canyon.

A scene from upriver at one of
the fishing spots.

"Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point."
Thomas McGuane
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The Royal Coachman

Notes an' Ramblings by
Robert McKeon

The Royal Coachman was first made in 1878 by John Haily, a professional fly-dresser living
in New York City. In writing of other matters, he inclosed [sic] a sample of this fly for us to see,
saying: "A gentleman wanted me to tie some Coachmen for him to take up into the north woods,
and to make them extra strong, so I have tied them with a little band of silk in the middle, to
prevent the peacock bodies from fraying out. I have also added a tail of the barred feathers of
the wood-duck, and I think it makes a very handsome fly." A few evenings later, a circle of us
were together "disputing the fly question," one of the party claiming that numbers were "quite
as suitable to designate the flies as so many nonsensical names." The others did not agree with
him, but he said: "What can you do? Here is a fly intended to be a Coachman, yet it is not the true
Coachman; it is quite unlike it, and what can you call it?" Mr. L. C. Orvis, brother of Mr. Charles
Orvis, who was present, said: "Oh, that is easy enough; call it the Royal Coachman, it is so finely
dressed!" And this name in time came to be known and used by all who are familiar with the fly.

The Royal Coachman a time honored fly along with
its cousins. The questionable fly in some circles as what it
was supposedly to imitate. Was it used as an attractor, wet
fly, streamer or that as a dry fly? I think everyone had been
forced in some small way of putting it in his vest at some
point. I was guilty of this myself. Some of the places I’ve
fished over the years east and west, I’ve favored stopping
by the local fly shop to find what fish are feeding on. "Yup!
They're bitting on blah, blah, and this Royal Coachman, Royal
Trude, and the Royal Whatever, produced a nice catch on the
Lower West Branch last night just before dusk." So helping to
keep the fly shop in business and never ignoring my new fishing friend behind the counter, I walk away with $60 worth
of his special flies, lies and stories along with a "Royal" of
sorts. Sound familiar?

The Original Recipe

Hook: Down eye wet fly, #10-16
Thread: Black tying silk
Tail: Golden pheasant tippet fibers
Body: Peacock herl
Central Body: Red tying silk or floss
Throat Hackle: Brown hen hackle
Wings: Matching slips of white duck quill
Head: Varnished black tying silk

The Royal Coachman I have here is one from my small
streamer collections I discovered in some of the old metal boxes, club member, Larry Allen turned over to me.
And, after close examination I found the fly almost coming apart. It had seen its day. So armed with the only
knowledge I had from reading about some of the famous

I found this fly tightly dressed. Small amount of tying
thread might have been used when hand tied- sans vice
by fly dresser favored during this time period.

fly tiers in the early to mid 1900’s, I decided to dismember the fly. First, one must
understand here that fly tiers such as,
Theodore Gordon, Reuben Cross, Walt and
Winnie Dette and Harry and Else Darbee
among others learned their fly tying trade
sharing information with others and dissecting some flies they didn’t understand.
Some of these tiers didn’t want to share
and were SOB's in the community of fly
tiers. Competition to gain the fly fisherman's interest alone was industrious times making a living back then. Word of
mouth, write-ups and placed ads in fishing
magazines plus mail order catalogs were
the only sale tools of the time- there was
no web.
Therefore, I went to work with
tweezers, pen knife and the trusty
head magnifying glasses as curiosity
got the best of me.

The original tightly wrapped single strand red yarn
(held down with masking tape). And, my findings of
red yarn- 3 strands separated- a convenience from
Hobby Lobby.
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The Royal Coachman, and their cousins...
...continued

I’m thinking this particular fly was possibly tied
and cataloged for sale around 1920 * with its vintage
"blind-eye" hook, and cat silk gut leader (or twisted
silk gut). Many of the Royal Coachman series where of
course tied with good vintage (Japenese) silk. Other
materials such as fabrics from carpets and later, yarn
were easy to come by, thus substituted and favored
by the fly dresser. This is what I found yarn- a single red strand, plus the peacock herl. A simple tied
executed fly. I was amazed at how both the red yarn
and (as delicate as herl is...) the peacock herl were
twisted and compressed making for a chunky trout
morsel. Noted here was the small amount of black
tying thread used in keeping all of this together. I
think this is almost a throw back when working with
silk one really didn't need much thread to keep the
silk in place.
In my findings, I had read that the Royal Coachman spurned many tiers over the years with offshoots developing many a “Royal” pattern. A fly
that reinvented its self more than any other fly.
Other patterns through the years tailed off in favor
of a new fly pattern that "is" catching fish. Yes, one
can see there’s a little Royal Coachman in patterns
of today as seen by the accompanying examples observed herein along with names we might be more
familiar with other than, John Haily, the original fly
dresser.

Royal Trude- Still popular as seen here.

The (Royal) Lime Trude...Obviously any
color would work.

**

Gary LaFontaine Wisdom...There's a touch
of the Royal Coachman here.

The Royal Wullf...Favored by Lee & Joan
Wulff legend.

** According to many sources, the first of the truly Western flies originated as a lark. Apparently the one-time mayor of Chicago, Mr. Carter Harrison, tied a joke fly on a muskie hook, with a dog hair wing

(apparently the first hair wing) and wool from a cabin rug. He presented this fly to Mr. A.S. Trude, owner of ranch Harrison was visiting in Big Springs, Idaho. To make the joke complete, he even named the
fly after Mr. Trude. However, this prank fly looked so good it was imitated with slightly different material and became a truly Western fly, totally different from anything back East.

* As mentioned above..."1920."

A

B

C

The use of the blind-eye hooks and cat gut leaders were in vogue at this time period of fly fishing...When the "eye"on the hook
was favored by many there was still the fly dresser working with
blind-eye hook. And, today it is considered an art form along
with tying-in-hand (sans vice). As for this Royal Coachman herein, I
found that the material (A) was rather stiff. And, (C) this material
reminded me of a soft- almost silk cat gut. However I noted the
attached (B) a vintage (brown in color) varnish was used by the
holding the ends together. There was no evidence of any type of
modern glue.
I'm thinking, this unknown fly dresser was tying with favored
yarn materials other than the use of traditional silk. It was evident with how tightly all was tied and the small amount use of
tying thread reminded me perhaps this was a product of 19101920....I'm still pondering as to a date this Royal Coachman was tied.

"The finest gift you can give to any fisherman is to put a good fish back, and who
knows if the fish that you caught isn't someone else's gift to you?"
Lee Wulff
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October 14-17 • Becker Lake Outing

Our October outing will be at Becker Lake, Thursday-Sunday October 14-17.

Feel free to come early or stay late; this is a great time to be in the White Mountains! This outing is in conjunction with the White Mountains Lake Foundation (WMLF) "Becker Best" event, and features a Free!! BBQ lunch
and raffle on Saturday Oct 16. The raffle will include rods, reels, lines, float tubes, flies, fly tying supplies etc.
All proceeds will go to the WMLF conservation fund.

Please make your own plans for lodging. We highly recommend the Rode Inn in Springerville for its close
proximity to Becker Lake, although there is plenty of lodging in Pinetop, Show Low etc. If you want to stay
at Rode Inn, the phone number is 928-333-4365, and the address is 242 E. Main St. Springerville, AZ 85938.
By October, the air and water temperatures should have moderated, and with any luck the fish will be in the
shallows and trying to fatten up for the winter. However, I would still bring fast sinking lines for stripping
leeches and buggers deep, indicator rigs for fishing midges on the bottom, and floating or slow sinking lines
for tossing damsels, leeches, and pheasant tails in the weed beds.

Any questions, please call your host, Joe Staller, email: joestaller@yahoo.com, cell: 602-568-9431

DFC ANNUAL SWAP-MEET • WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2021
ELKS LODGE
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224
Table Set-up: 6:00 PM • Doors Open at 6:30 PM
(As a club courtesy no sales before 6:30 PM)
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Due to
low water
conditions
brought
on by the
drought
we have
decided to
cancel the
August
DFC trip
to
Utah.
Oh... Noooo...
Mr. Dick!
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2020 - 2021 Desert Fly Casters
Conservation Funds Awarded!!!!
The DFC Board has ONCE again awarded Budgeted Conservation Funds to be split between Two
already very successful programs that are continuing outstanding Fisheries work in AZ:

AUGUST 2021
Desert Fly
Casters
Conservation
Corner
JOE MILLER

DFC Conservation Chairman

* The White Mountains Lakes Foundation Multi-Lake Aerator Program
and new Streams Programs for the White Mountains,
* The Arizona Game & Fish Department Canyon Creek Hatchery
Gila Trout Propagation Facility.
Both the WMLF and the Canyon Creek Hatchery will receive $1000 each for these on-going works.
Both programs have demonstrated real results that have made our fishing significantly better
across the state.
DFC and its members and the DFC Board are happy to be able to help with those needs. We’ll
keep members posted on projects as they continue these good works. Our congratulations to
WMLF and to the Staff at Canyon Creek Hatchery on their Successes!!!! WELL DONE !!!!!!

Four Forest Restoration Initiative
We have long monitored and continue to actively participate in the Four Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI) addressing the Kaibab, Coconino, Tonto and Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests. A
major purpose of our involvement is to insist that the waters of those National Forests get the
attention they deserve in the whole restoration and fire prevention process. The protection of
source watersheds in those forests is actually the original reason for creating those forests. Sometimes that purpose gets lost in the shuffle.
The current major focus of 4FRI is the completion of the Rim Country Project Environmental Impact Statement, covering some 1.24 Million acres across the Mogollon Rim, And the Completion
of a multi-year Request for Proposals (RFP) Process to actually implant commercial forest thinning and management, including aquatics, across those acres.
The Rim Country EIS is making its way through the FS review system now. It’s now expect to be
fully released in February of 2022. Final Document and official Record of Decision (ROD). We
think and hope we’ve been able to significantly improve how the Aquatics, Streams, and Watersheds elements and approaches on them are addressed in those documents. But we’re really
waiting to see. We’ll report on them.

Questions?
Catch me, Joe Miller at:
jamiller101@gmail.com

The other major effort, the RFP, is again delayed. And it is not certain when that process will end.
Here’s an update that arrived from Jeremy Kruger, USFS 4FRI Chief Executive Officer, just this
morning, July 30th:

RFP Update

Jeremy Kruger on Jul 30, 2021
Good Morning,
I hope everyone is doing well today. I have a short update related to the RFP in addition to what
I shared on Wednesday {July 28th} at the monthly {4FRI SHG} meeting. The initial discussions
with offerors in the competitive range has concluded. Although this is an important milestone,
we need to give full consideration to the results of the evaluation process. Therefore, it is not likely that we will have any additional significant announcements until mid-September. And even
though this does not necessarily mean a decision on the award will be made at that time, we’ll
continue to provide updates as we can. While we can’t forecast a date at this time for a decision,
we’re continuing in the evaluation phase and working toward that decision. We appreciate our
partners, stakeholders, elected officials, and the public who have continued to be supportive,
patient and have confidence in the experienced and dedicated staff working on this project.
Thank you
Jeremy
Personal Thoughts from a Road Trip:
A recent long Road Trip through the Pacific Northwest and parts of Idaho, Montana, Wyoming,
and Utah and back to the Rim Country left me reminiscing about some of my old fishing waters,
and thinking about how they are surviving today, what condition they’re in. Why? Because I
had intended to fish on a few of those waters during the trip, but did not. They were too low,
too warm, too smokey from fires. That caused me to think of other old favorites, in other states,
other countries, and to wonder how they’re doing in these strange times of drought, pollution,
development. Do they still fish as I remember them? Are they running free and clear?
How are your old favorite waters doing?
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•

Fly Tying Corner September 2021
We plan to hold a Zoom tying session with tentative date of August 25th. It will be open forum.
(Tie your flies or follow one of tyers).
Expect a Zoom invite before then with more detail and link.

Stimulators
Blue Damsel Stimulator
Hook: 14 curved 2x dry fly hook
Thread: Black
Tail and Body: Damsel round foam body
Body Rib: Ostrich herl black
Wing: Bleached coastal deer hair
Thorax: Damsel blue dubbing thorax
Front Hackle: Grizzly hackle over thorax
Wrap thread down hook to reduce material
sliding.
• Tie in Ostrich to rib at tail. Advance
thread to 2/3rds point on shank. Tie
down round foam and spiral wrap back
to ostrich. Spiral ostrich and thread up to
front of round foam. (Thread will reduce
breaking herl) • Clip and stack deer hair.
• • Tie in in front of round foam • Dub in
blue damsel dubbing to behind hook eye
leaving thread at front of deer hair. • Tie
in front hackle and spiral wrap to head.
Whip finish.

Options:
Deer hair tag (short tail),dubbed Brown
Body Black or dark brown Aft hackle, dubbed tan Thorax,Grizzly front hackle.
Orange body. Foam over thorax dubbing

Charlie Craven Stimulator Fly Recipe:
Hook: TMC 2312 #6-16
Thread: Fire orange 70 denier
Tail: Yearling elk
Rib: Fine Copper Wire
Abdomen: Yellow Antron Dubbing
Abdomen Hackle: Brown Rooster Neck
hackle
Wing: Yearling Elk
Thorax Hackle: Grizzly Rooster Neck
Hackle
Thorax: Fire Orange Antron Dubbing

A couple flies forwarded from a guide trip in Montana
Perdigon

Perdigon

Hook: Standard 1X Nymph hook size 16
to 20
Bead: Silver Tungsten to match hook size
Tail: 3 – 4 strands Crystal Flash
Body: Olive Dubbing (or Thread)
Collar: Red Thread
Typically Czech nymphs are covered with
epoxy for durability when bouncing along
bottom. The guide fly in picture isn’t coated.

Purple Chubby

Purple Chubby

Hook: Daiichi 1260 or 1280 or TMC 2302 #8
Thread: 6/0 Black or purple
Tail: Purple Krystal Flash
Body: Purple dubbing topped with pre-cut
black 2mm foam
Legs: Black rubber or Flex Floss
Wing: White poly or sparkle emerger yarn
Directions
• Start thread on hook and wind backwards to 50% point. • Tie in a half dozen
strands of Krystal Flash and continue
wrapping back to barb. Fold strands back
to form fuller tail and wind to barb. • Dub
a thick body from hook barb to hook point.

• Prepare foam by cutting slightly roun-

ded butt with dimensions approximately
1 1/4 ” x 1/4”. Ensure foam is long enough
to extend past hook eye.
• Tie in foam with several firm thread
wraps. • Tie on a 3 inch long hunk of poly
wing in the middle of the foam. Secure
firmly with thread wraps. Pull forward
section back to create fuller wing. • Tie
on legs on each side of the foam (not on
the dubbed body) to form rear legs.
• Cover thread wraps used to tie in legs
and rear wing with dubbing. • Pull foam,
legs, and wings back and continue to dub
forward to 1/4 point. • Pull foam forward
over body and tie down with several firm
thread wraps. • Tie on a 3 inches long
hunk of poly wing in the middle of the
strand. • Tie in another set of legs.
• Pull wings back and cover with dubbing.
• Pull foam back and whip finish behind
hook eye. • Trim wings by pulling both
sets straight up. Trim about shank length
long. • Trim legs so each set is about
length of body.

For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.
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DFC All Better Together Club Fly Casting & BBQ Day
Saturday, September 18, 2021
7:00 AM - 11:00 AM • McQueen Park
Free to our DFC Club Members

Casting events and instructions • Prizes, Raffles and Silent Auctions • Fly fish McQueen Lake • Fly Tying contest and prizes at the
Pavilion • Rod Building • Casting Target games for all levels with
prizes • The Master Board Chefs will fire up the grills at 10:00 AM •
Stories and Lies throughout the day • Bring your own lawn chair &
your favorite fly rod and reel…Pop & Water provided by the club.
• Come together for fun, laughter, good food and prizes. Enjoy the
day…All Better Together as a club!
Questions? Catch DFC Host, Tom Horvath at: (602) 768-7280

DFC Outings for the End of 2021
Just wanted to give everyone a heads up of the outings
plan for the rest of the year. Elsewhere in this newsletter are details for the July trip to Becker Lake, the
August trip to Utah, and the September trips to the
San Juan.
Looking further ahead, October is a great time to get
back up to the White Mountains. Fish are getting active as the air and water temperatures come down,
and I have had some great days at Becker Lake tossing leeches and callibaetis imitations at the banks.
This Oct 14-17 outing also coincides with the White
Mountain Lake Foundation "Becker Best" event, so
there will be a free lunch and a raffle for some very
nice prizes.
November 10-14 is our annual trip to Rocky Point. I think we have done this without missing a year for something like 60 years. This is a "don't miss
it" trip, as the fishing is usually fast and furious, the weather is great, and there are plenty of great places to eat and drink. Vince Deadmond is the host
for the fabulous event.
December 10-12 will be a brand new outing for DFC. Some of our members have discovered that there is a pretty reliable bite for striped bass at Havasu Lake, and mid-December is prime time. The fish can be easily reached by kick boats or kayaks, they readily take a fly and fish up to 12 pounds
have been caught. I personally made three trips to Lake Havasu last December because the fishing was so good. This is another "don't miss" club trip.

Please put these dates on your calendar. For more info, contact the trip host or Joe Staller. • Catch Joe at: joestaller@yahoo.com.

"Something to think about: If you fish the wrong fly long and hard enough, it will sooner
or later become the right fly."
-John Gierach

Desert Fly Casters

Being a Desert Fly Caster member qualifies you to join in
on our DFC Club Outings. Join us...Fly fish with us.

DFC link to purchase a Yearly Membership Dues for $35.00...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=HT2QMP9NY4VNW

DFC link to purchase Lifetime Family Membership Dues for $350...Click link below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9LS44D7GYS63J

Desert Fly Casters

Our Arizona locale awareness...

These are tough times for Arizona streams and lakes and the fish in them. Due to minimal snowpack, our waters started the year low. Even with monsoon rainfall, many of the streams remain
extremely shallow to the point that water temperatures in some of them have climbed into the
70s. As a result, stocking in some waters may be curtailed for a particular week if the water conditions are not suitable for trout. If the water temperature is above 68 degrees consider fishing for
bass or bluegills and give the trout a break.
While the forests are again open, it only takes someone being careless with a campfire, tossing
a cigarette, or dragging chains to cause a forest fire. Please be on the look-out while fishing. Club
members have put out campfires left unattended in the past, and helped save our forests. While
nobody may know of your efforts, we all need to be on guard to protect our forests and the watersheds that we value. Thank you.

DFC All Better Together Club Fly Casting & BBQ Day
Saturday, September 18, 2021 • 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM • McQueen Park
Free to our DFC Club Members
Questions? Catch DFC Host, Tom Horvath at: (602) 768-7280

Desert Fly Casters

...Fishing with Larry Gallegos and his Laid-Back Damsel
didn't stick out to the side the way
a dragonfly's do. They laid straight
back, flat against the tail. It occurred
to me that, if I tied a damsel's wings
that way, it would be more realistic
and eliminate the spinning propeller
issue. I tied some with laid-back wings
It was a bright, beautiful morning and - voila - they worked just as I'd
as I hiked down-hill to the lake. hoped. And even better, trout love
The sun's angle, combined with po- them!
larized sunglasses, cut through the
surface glare and let me enjoy the That's how the "Laid-Back Damsel"
sight of fish swimming below. But one was born. Here's my recipe:
brown trout caught my eye. Its herkyjerky, zig-zagging movements were
very odd. I wondered, was this fish
sick? Did it have Tourette's syndrome? Looking closer, I realized that it
wasn't possessed, it was tracking the
erratic flight of a damsel fly darting to Materials
and fro just above the water's surface. Hook: Tiemco TMC100 or TMC 101 in #12 or
I quickly rigged-up a damsel dry fly #14 • Thread: Danvilles 6/0 in Damsel Blue
and had a great morning on the water. Eyes: Mono Eyes colored black (or black glass
I rarely used damsel dries becau- beads attached to mono) • Tail: Hare’s Ear
se the fly shop variety have a major “Adult Damsel Body Braid” • Wings: Troutsmen
design flaw. They always, and I mean brand “Pearlescent Wing Material” from SportsALWAYS, have wings sticking straig- mans Warehouse • Legs: Either (a) grizzly
ht out to the side, at a ninety-degree hackle, sized to hook gap, or (b) black Krystal
angle to the thorax. This turns the Flash (hackle is easier) • Thorax: Blue 2mm foam
damsel fly into a spinning propeller from Michael’s, cut narrower than the hook gap
when it's cast. Before long the leader • Dubbin: Superfine in Damsel Blue. • Colorais badly twisted and the fly starts to tion: Black Sharpie
tangle and land upside-down. Stupid Instructions
fly.
Then one day I had a damsel land 1. Make and color the eyes and stripe the tail
on my knee. I got a close-up picture with the Sharpie (tail is about 1.25 inches befoof it and, what do you know, its wings re I tie it in). This is the most time-consuming

step. Melt the end of the tail to keep it from
unravelling.
2. Attach the eyes about 6 wraps back from
the hook eye.
3. Attach tail from just behind eyes to the bend
of the hook. Make sure the tail flairs upward
from the hook. If needed, put wraps under the
tail to lift it.
4. Cut a thin (1/8" to 3/16" wide) piece of wing
material at least one inch long. Attach to the top
of the tail at the bend of the hook. Wing should
be a bit shorter than the tail. It will lay to the
sides of the tail when tied in. (Before tying in, I
cut a slit in the tail material so, at the far end, it
looks like two wings.)
5. Attach the foam starting at the bend of the
hook and tie it down toward the eyes. End behind the eyes.
6. Tie in the hackle at the bend of the hook,
concave side down.
7. Dub the thorax and in-between the eyes.
8. Wrap hackle, 3 or 4 wraps only, over the
dubbin and tie off behind eyes. (Or skip the hackle and tie in 3 pairs of Krystal Flash legs behind
the eyes, or do both.)
9. Pull foam forward and tie off behind the
eyes. Then pull the foam over and between the
eyes and tie off behind the hook eye.
10. Whip finish and head cement. (Optional:
Shape a small curved head in the foam in front of
the last tie-down point.)
11. Use the Sharpie to color the thorax like
the damsel in the photo.

Carl Rutherford can tie-in both
hackle and legs and do it perfectly. I
don't have his skill, though, so I only
use hackle most of the time. Even
though my fly is less realistic, real
damsels still try to mate with it so
it must have pretty good sex appeal.
A little movement seems to attract
trout and motivate them to strike so
don't hesitate to give your damsel a
twitch or two.
I no longer have a problem with
my damsels spinning and twisting like
a propeller . . . I have a brand-new
problem. I lose one or two damsels
almost every time I use them. Trout
hit this fly like a freight train and seem
to fight harder than usual. Tie some
up and see for yourselves. Just be sure
to hang on to your rod!

Got Questions/Comments?
Catch Larry D. Gallegos at:
relaw@msn.com

SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP - Utah got cancelled and the San Juan is waiting. The river is in great shape
and the fishing is good and the fun factor is off the charts. Three nights lodging and two days guided fishing
for $725.00 per person, double occupancy. Group one arrives 9/20 and fish 9/21 and 9/22 and leave 9/23.
Group two arrives 9/23 and fish 9/24 and 9/25, then leaves on 9/26. We have one room available for Group
one and we have two rooms available for Group two. Rooms are a real premium at the river now that
Abe's is closed, we don't want to let these rooms go. We must be booked by September 1.
Let's go fishing..

Contact Billy Wingo at: billy.wingo@phoenix.gov, or Billy.o.wingo@gmail.com, or 602-451-9459.
You deserve a great trip after a rough 2020.

2021 DESERT FLY CASTERS
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Keep the flame and passion of Fly Fishing alive for 2021.

Dick Brooks Utah Outing

CANCELLED

Annual Swap Meet

Wednesday • August 11, 2021
Elks Lodge
1775 West Chandler Blvd. • Chandler, Arizona 85224

Mark your calendars for September
Fish the San Jaun River with Host Billy Wingo

DFC All Better Together Club Fly Casting & BBQ Day
Saturday, September 18, 2021 • 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM • McQueen Park
Free to our DFC Club Members
Questions? Catch DFC Host, Tom Horvath at: (602) 768-7280

