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There is certainly something in angling that tends to produce a gentleness of spirit and a pure sincerity of mind.
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Editors Notes an' Ramblings...
I must admit, streamers have fascinated me…Always had a couple in
my vest, and used them to good advantage. My streamer interest perked up
mid 2020 when our club member, Larry Allen, gifted me 4 small tin boxes
with drawers and a wealth of assorted flies, old boxes of hooks from England,
assorted dry flies and some treasured vintage streamers ca.1900’s with gut
leaders, sans hook-eye. And, specially tied streamers still in small yellowish
cellophane envelopes. Obviously personally ordered- hand tied and packaged.
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To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

•

• Committing to conserve,

restore, and enhance local
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• Making fishing

approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment

• Promoting responsible
angling practices
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Vice President
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Tom Horvath
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I immediately joined a streamer forum and was successful in gathering some
history from members. Ordered a couple of streamer books for my small
library of subject matter, then made a few phone calls.
Bob McKeon,

DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru,
Head Wrangler of Stuff, Certified
Lawn Tosser of Old Rods an' things.
Questions/Comments?
Catch me at:
rmckeon2@cox.net

My final quest out of all of this is to make up a small display, house them in
old wool & leather fly wallets accompanied with tweezers. Something I’d keep
as a table display as opposed to coffee table books.
One of my phone calls was to an old fly fishing friend of mine, Dick Nelson,
back in Grand Rapids (MI). Dick and I shared many nights on Michigan trout
streams along with a few stories that would still keep us laughing today. Dick
along with his son, Rick, have assembled a large collection of antique red/white bass plugs over the years and owned a fly shop in one of his lives. I asked
Dick if he had any streamers he might want to part with…adding to my small
collection. Yep, Dick came through for me with a few streamers along with
some history of who tied them. The history of some of those early fly tiers
is part of my obsession. One of Dicks streamers he passed onto me caught
my eye which is seen below, the “Stanley Streamer,” tied by Stan Lievense.
Stan Lievense (1918-2011) was a lifelong proponent of the sport. After a stint in the U.S. Navy in
World War II, he joined the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources in 1945 in Cadillac, Mich. It
was here he built a reputation as a stand-up guy
and a world class storyteller.
He was a legendary angler and acclaimed as the
finest fisherman in the Michigan DNR, from which
he retired in 1982. While most people relax during
their later years, Lievense jumped into an entirely
new career as a lure designer, something he'd done his entire life. Two of his
inventions--the Stanley Streamer and the Jig-A-Doo--became quite popular
fish catchers.
Mr. Lievense was inducted into the Freshwater Fishing Hall-of-Fame for his
tremendous accomplishments to the world of angling.
Tied here by Stan Lievense in the late 1970's. Contraversial at the time...
was it a fly or a lure?
Thanx, Dick for sending this one along.
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One reason, perhaps the best reason, to start a kid in fishing
is that fishing will remain a portal to their youth.
Josh Greenberg, “Trout Water A year on the Au Sable”

Josh is the owner of Gates Lodge on the branch of the Au Sable River (Michigan)
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by Jim Strogen
I love to fish, but my enthusiasm for fishing doesn’t guarantee that my grandkids will
like to fish. The best way to help them appreciate fishing as much as I do is for me to create situations where they are successful and I consider their needs over mine every step of the way.

when it is sitting on the bottom attached to a heavy sinker, while a small bobber lets the kids know that there
is a fish interested in their bait and to get ready.

While I often fish for hours at a time, my youngest grandkids are happy with a hectic
half hour of catching panfish followed by a visit to the playground. When I fish with them,
I become their exclusive guide and fishing assistant. The goal is to keep them catching fish
and having fun while doing it.

My grandkids have their own spin-cast rods set up
with small bobbers rigged with mealworms. When
I see the bobber jiggle, I borrow the three year old’s
rod for the hook-set and then hand it back to him as
he laughs when he pulls in a hefty bluegill. My six year
old granddaughter is skilled at setting the hook herself,
and is growing in her confidence of holding the fish
and unhooking it.

Often that will mean that there is an extra rod on deck in case of tangles, or if the action
slows and we need another rod in the water to increase our pace of catching fish. I do not plan
to fish. I am fully prepared to spend my time untangling lines, helping bait hooks, snipping
line if a fish swallows a hook, quickly retying on a new hook, making sure they have had a
drink of water and a snack, and are protected from the sun.
I already know where we will fish because I have scouted the lake in advance for the two or
three spots where I feel that we are likely to catch fish during that day’s excursion. If my first
choice isn’t producing, we quickly move on to the next location.
It will ideally be a comfortable spot for the kids, like under a tree, but it is dependent on
where the fish can be found. Often, the fish will be close to rocks, a wall, near some reeds, or
a dock. I also like to target drop-offs as the fish prefer the ability to move to different water
to feed and to seek cover.
Bluegills are my favorite fish for kids. They are most often very close to shore, and certainly well within casting distance of kids. While casting out with a sinker works for bluegills,
I prefer to use bobbers with kids. It seems that the fish often have time to swallow the hook

Camden is proudly displaying
a bluegill

Owen with a bluegill on
a borrowed bamboo rod from Bob McKeon.

If it is a crappie, which she calls a Lipper, she will
adeptly grab the lower lip and work the hook free and
lightly toss the fish back in the lake, or into a large bucket if she wants to take a little longer look at it before
releasing it with a large aquarium net.
Bluegills, or Pokers as she calls them, are still a bit
of a challenge. She appreciates the lightweight fishing
gloves I bought her to help her when she holds them,
but still prefers that I take them off the hook and put
them in her aquarium net for release.

Addi with a "Poker" double.
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My older set of grandkids have moved through these phases and are now quite
accomplished fly fishers, spin fishers, and bait casters. Both boys frequently out-fish
me, much to my delight.
A rewarding time came a few years ago when I was fishing with the older set of grandkids. Owen, the oldest, had gained enough skills and confidence that he wanted to explore the lake on his own, while his younger brother and I fished across the lake. He was
catching fish pretty regularly with his fly rod, when he stopped and sat down for quite
a while. He apparently had a pretty big tangle, and was working through the process of
cutting out the tangled line, tying on new tippet and a fly for the first time on his own. I
wanted to go over and help him out and get him back to fishing quickly, but held off and
just watched. While he was working on his line, a family of ducks stopped by to check
him out on the bank, and walked all around him as he sat quietly. He finished the repair,
and was soon fishing again. He had quite the story to share, when he caught up to us.
Providing support and allowing independence is an important aspect of making fishing fun for kids. We were fishing Tonto Creek and each boy had caught several trout
on their fly rods. Owen found a spinner and some discarded fishing line and decided
to make a rod out a willow branch and head upstream with his younger brother close
behind, leaving me with the fly rods while they gave their creation a try. They found a
deep pool, and danced the spinner by the large rock along the edge and pulled out a nice
rainbow trout.
Experiences like that are the kind that I still remember from my days of fishing as a
kid. I was thrilled to enjoy that with my grandkids.
Happy Father’s Day! I hope you get a chance to go fish with your Dad, your kids, or
your grandkids.
Ayden (right) with his Upper Lake Mary northern pike. He was the only
one who caught a fish all day. He caught it in less than ten minutes, put
away his rod, and rightfully called it a good day of fishing.

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly • Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com

Some of the best fishing I've done are from books...
The Optimist: A Case for the Fly Fishing Life- by David Coggins
A modern tribute to an ageless pastime, and a practical guide to the art,
philosophy, and rituals of fly fishing, by an expert, lifelong angler.

In The Optimist, David Coggins makes a case for
the skills and sensibility of an enduring sport and
shares the secrets, frustrations, and triumphs of
the great tradition of fly fishing, which has captivated anglers worldwide.
Written in witty, keenly observed prose, each
chapter focuses on a specific place, fish, and skill.
Few individuals, for example, have the visual
acuity required to catch the nearly invisible bonefish of the Bahamas flats. Or the patience to land
the elusive Atlantic salmon, “the fish of a thousand casts,” in eastern Canada. Pursuing these
challenges, Coggins, “a confirmed obsessive,” travels to one fishing paradise after another, including the great rivers of Patagonia, private chalk
streams in England, remote ponds in Maine, and
New York City’s Jamaica Bay. In each setting, he
chronicles his fortunes and misfortunes with ho-

nesty and humor while meditating on how
fishing teaches focus, inner stillness, and a
connection to the natural world.
The Optimist offers a practical path
toward enlightenment while providing
a welcome escape into one of the world’s
ancient pastimes.
Yes...Some of my best fishing I've done are
from books. This is an excellent read I enjoyed traveling with Coggins during each of
his journeys. Hopefully he'll put together a
sequel...Maybe if I knew him better, I'd suggest hangin' with us for some canal fishing
for carp here in Phoenix.

Bob McKeon, DFC Editor
Questions/Comments?
Catch me at:
rmckeon2@cox.net
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JUNE DFC CLUB ZOOM

7:00 PM • Wednesday • June 9, 2021

Steve Berry and Gentry Smith

Come along with us as we fish Arizona and around the country
along with our favorite destination trips.

Desert Fly Caster's is inviting you to our scheduled Zoom meeting for:
Wednesday Night, June 9, 2021, at 7:00pm AZ Time (MST).
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83918014892?pwd=b05mNVhxeWgrbE4raFJZL212Y25SUT09
Meeting ID: 839 1801 4892 • Passcode: DFCJune

Please Sign in a Few Minutes Early, to be Admitted from Waiting Room

"Any PMDs about?
PMD was short for pale morning dun, a mayfly with
transparent wings that resemble a hovering angel,
if mayflies were angels and rivers were the dance
floors of heaven."
Buffalo Jump Blues: A Novel (Sean Stranahan Mysteries)
Keith McCafferty (Author)
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White Mountains
Extravaganza
Big Lake
Friday-Sunday,
June 11 – 13, 2021

Come join your friends at DFC for our annual White Mountains outing to Big Lake. We have reserved 24 camp sites at the Fir group
site, which is in the Apache Trout campground.
Pets are allowed in Big Lake campgrounds but must be leashed.
The group camp site has hot showers and indoor plumbing! Saturday Social/Dinner: Gather in the group camp site pavilion. Dinner
will be about 6pm –The club will provide grilled meat (hot dogs,
hamburgers, or perhaps brats), please bring something to share.
How to sign up and reserve your campsite: Use this link to
pay your deposit on PayPal: https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/
webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VYK8XAU4DRRHC.
Alternatively, mail your check for $40 and a note that this is for the
June White Mountains outing to:
PO Box 6404
Chandler, AZ 85246
Also, please contact the trip host (Joe Staller, joestaller@yahoo.
com) to let me know that you are attending. I can then keep you
updated on any new developments about this trip. (Like where the
fish are biting!)
Please sign up for this trip as soon as possible, but please, no
later than the end of May. At that time, I will cancel any unreserved
sites so that the club does not get charged. Do NOT assume that
you can just show up and pay $40, because it is unlikely that we
will have the space.
Hope to see you there!
Joe Staller • joseph.staller@nxp.com • (602) 568-9431

Dateline: May 4-5, 2021
Carl Rutherford's Fly Fishing Report...
For those coming to Becker Best Day in July, I hope this
report inspires you. I just returned from a nice two days of fishing at Becker. Weather was good, clear 70 deg. air, 56-8 deg. water temp, little or no
wind. I put 10 fish in the net the first day and 5 on the second half-day. Sad
to say, that was about 33% of my hits. Most of the fish that I landed woke me
up from my daydreaming and caught themselves. They were equally split
between stockers (6-14 inches) and holdovers (20++). I was on the water
at 8am each day. I used the chironomid/indicator technique. I also used
two flies that I made based on prior years’ pumping of fish at Becker. One
I call the Becker Grey is similar to Rowley’s Static Interference (uses the
antistatic bag material) and the other I call the Becker Silver. It is a simple
pattern and I will describe it at the end. The Becker Grey uses the grey
anti static material wrapped over white thread with white wire on top to
mimic another chironomid. The fish I caught attacked each fly equally. It
was interesting to me that when I pumped one of the largest fish caught on
Tuesday, it had only two chironomids in its throat. Both looked identical
to the Becker Silver on which it was caught. When I was at Christmas Tree
Lake over Memorial Day weekend a few years ago, I recovered a duplicate
of a Becker Grey out of a fish. Phillip Rowley states, that from his research,
fish in lakes make chironomids 39% of their diet for the whole year and
50% of their diet for the spring. For information on this technique please
refer to my articles on this technique in newsletters January 2015 and November 2016 or go online to Phillip Rowley. From what I saw on this trip
about 50% of the fisher-persons were using this method. In the afternoon,
I saw a lot of fish feeding on the surface, but did not see what they were
eating. Talking with people afterwards I learned that it was a slow day for
most and only stockers were caught.
Comments/Questions? Catch me, Carl at: carlruthe@gmail.com

For the Becker Silver:

Hook: 16 2488, or C49
black brass bead,
fine white floss gills out top of bead,
tapered thread body,
holo or plain silver Flashabou covering
thread,
fine black wire equally spaced wraps,
one or two wraps of peacock herl just
behind the bead.

Hope to see you at Becker Best Days.

Carl...
I'll tie one on
with you!
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LET'S GET A GOOD GRIP ON YOUR ROD!
Thumb on top...

This is thge best method, but it demands a very supple wrist which can only be
aquired with time and not always then.

Thumb slightly to the side...

This allows the wrist to be bent in a normal position, but limits the quality of
the finish and forces the rod to work with a twist, the alignment of the rings
having a tendency to depart from the vertical and turn under the rod towards
the right, semi-horizontally.
Information gathered from my best
friend, Charles Ritz and his book:
"A Fly Fisher's Life, The Art and
Mechanics of Fly Fishing."

Forefinger on top...

This limits the power of the cast but increases precision. A beginner may find
it of value in stopping the rod at the high-point of the back-cast, but this
relatiely weak grip is not recommended. It should be used only with very
short rods- nothing longer than 6 1/2 feet.

Useful information from the mind of "Doc" I. B. WISDOM...Noted chronicler of sorts

Single Handed
Spey Casting
...Notes from Carl Rutherford

How many of you have been in a situation like this
before: there is a wall or tree behind you, there are
fish just beyond where you can roll cast to, so you
must pass up fishing this productive looking spot?
There is such a thing as single-handed Spey casting.
When you don’t have room behind you for a back
cast, this might solve your problem. Yes, your D loop
will be a little farther behind you than a roll cast but
your forward cast can reach farther. There is a book
by Simon Gawesworth called Single-Handed Spey
Casting that is available and quite good. There is also
a Single-Handed Spey line that is made by RIO that
makes this type of casting easier. You do not need a
Spey or Switch rod to use this technique. The Switch
Cast is the most basic of the Spey casts and is easily
learned. It takes less effort than the Roll Cast and you
get more distance. It is a fundamental part of most of
the rest of the Spey casts. I just took a lesson from a
FFI instructor, Jim Sommercorn, in this technique. He
currently charges $50 per hour but if 2-3 persons take
a lesson, it costs less per person. The lesson filled in a
lot of questions that I had from the book.
Comments/Questions?
Catch Carl at: carlruthe@gmail.com
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DICK BROOKS UTAH OUTING...

AUGUST 12-16, 2021

Hey DFC members... The club is going to have an outing in August to one of the finest fly fishing areas in the west...South/Central
Utah. In my experience the area offers all the prime fishing that is
found in Colorado without the heavy pressure. Population density
in this area is roughly 1:10 compared to the Durango/Pagosa Springs area. If you want quality fish of the Tiger, Rainbow, Cutthroat
nature this is the place to go. These are 5 of the easily accessible
lakes in the area that hold these fish. Forsythe Reservoir is noted
for large (20+inch) Tigers, Round Lake has fat Rainbows, Cook Lake
has Tigers and Rainbows that are always hungry as does Miller
Lake. Lower Bowns Reservoir off of Highway 12 south of Torrey has
willing Tigers and Rainbows and since the trip is now in August
(12-16) it is after the Summer Solstice which is the beginning of
the dry fly season. If moving water is your favorite you can try the
Upper or Lower Fremont river, UM creek or the Pine Creek stream.
Flies that I have used successfully are Parachute Adams in size 12,
14, 16, and sometimes 18, Elk Hair Caddis in the same sizes, Soft
Hackle in brown and black in the same sizes, Yellow Sallys in 12 and
14, and BlowTorches for the Tigers in 12, 14, and 16.
There are numerous places to stay in the area like motels,
campgrounds, and RV parks. Places to eat are everywhere. This is
high season for the Capitol Reef National Monument just outside of
Torrey so early accommodation reservations are suggested. If you
want any more info you can contact me (Dick Brooks) at 480-2030634. If you get a message leave me a number and I WILL get back
to you.
The Dixie National Forest map is very helpful if you are not acquainted with the area, available by calling 435-865-3700. The Fishlake National Forest map is helpful also, call 435-836-2811. I have
a small inventory of the Fishing Boulder Mountain Brochure if you
would like one. It is a bit of a drive...Google maps says it is 523 miles
and 8hr and 21 min to Loa BUT IT IS WELL WORTH IT.
I look forward to hearing from any of you and hope all of you will
take advantage of this excellent outing.

Catch Dick Brooks at: (480) 203-9634

FISHLAKE NATIONAL FOREST: https://www.fs.usda.gov/fishlake
DIXIE NATIONAL FOREST: https://www.fs.usda.gov/dixie
FISHING BOULDER MOUNTAIN UTAH: https://wildlife.utah.gov/pdf/boulder_mountain_fishing.pdf

R. McKEON

:
NOTEOUTING
UTAH
NEW DATE!

Dick's Favorite...

Blow Torch Nymph
Bottom fly

Hook: Fulling Mill 35045 Fig Force size 14
Bead: Slotted
Weight: 0.015 lead wire
Thread: UTS 70 Denier in Fluorescent Orange
Tail: Fluorescent Orange Antron
Rib: Narrow Mylar
Body: Peacock Herl
Wing: Soft Hackle
Right on
Dick...
I'll be there
too!
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JUNE 2021
Desert Fly
Casters
Conservation
Corner
JOE MILLER

DFC Conservation Chairman

Odds and Ends and Maybe a Few
Beginnings for June, 2021
A Word of Caution:

It’s Dry, and Frequently Windy Everywhere.
Forest Conditions Suck. (That’s a Technical Term.)
So Be Careful!!, NO Fires!
Wherever You Go in Any Forest.
Please!
DFC Trout Bums NEW Chances for Fishing on E Verde River:

AZGFD is still stocking Gila’s each week, and the latest report is that SRP will REALLY
start releasing more water from Cragin Reservoir into the EVR next week, Tuesday, June
1st, so all that low, and very clear water may be higher, faster, and a bit more turbid. And
there’s a good chance the numbers being stocked will increase. Better Fishing! So give
it a Try!!!

Apache-Sitgreaves NF: Black River Forest EA
and Little Colorado River State Lands:

The BRF EA is now expected to receive Biological Opinion in early August Timeframe.
Then a short Objection Period and Hopefully release. That 94,000 acre Forest and
Streams Restoration NEPA covers many Trout Streams on the East slopes of Mt Baldy
in the White Mountains, with Apache Trout, Browns, etc. Work is waiting to be Done!
Separately, Tom Horvath recently reported that AZGFD and WMLF are working on
stream projects and access on state lands below Greer. We’ll keep you posted on Possibilities and Developments. Better Access to those LCR Browns would be Nice!
Questions?
Catch me, Joe Miller at:
jamiller101@gmail.com

Arizona Game and Fish Department:

Separately in this, DFC Newsletter there is a Write-up on submitting Public Comments
on the Stocking Environment Assessment (EA) AZGFD does with USFWS every 10
years. That EA governs all stocking activities for the state. It’s Important, Adds new
waters and expands eligible stocking periods, and helps provide Major Funding. Please
Read the Article. DFC and many other organizations are supportive of the EA, and are
submitting comments / letters. I Have. You can, too! Due by June 11th, 2021.

Gila Trout Recovery Streams Opening for Catch and Release
Only, May 1, 2021:

Grapevine Creek, Prescott area, and Dude Creek, Payson Area, Have opened for Catch
and Release, Single Barbless Hook ONLY fishing on May 1, 2021 through December.
There’s Fresh Signage stipulating Catch & Release ONLY on those streams. These are
truly wild native fish, born in these streams, and part of the long term commitment by
AZGFD to open these recovery streams to angling. We’ve had NO verified Trip Reports,
But if you do Try it, Let Us Know!!!!! Send Pictures! But you’ve Still gotta do your own
map homework!

"Last year I went fishing with Salvador Dali. He was using a dotted line.
He caught every other fish. "
Steven Wright
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•

Fly Tying Corner June 2021
We plan to hold a Zoom tying session with tentative date of June 23rd. It will be open
forum...you’re your own Becker or other preferred flies or follow one of tyers.
Expect a Zoom invite before then with more detail.
Becker Lake and White Mountain Flies
Micro Bunny LeechHook: Mustad 79580 4X long streamer
size 8 to 14
Bead: Brass (or tungsten for faster sink)
to match hook size
Thread: 70 Denier Tan
Rib: UTS Ultra red wire – small
Body: Simi Seal
Zonker: Rabbit or Pine Squirrel
Collar: Simi Seal

• Tie in Zonker strip behind bead. Pull
strip back over shank. Part the hair just
above rib material and wrap down zonker
with rib. Advance rib in spiral, parting hair
each time it crosses zonker strip. Tie down
wire and trim excess.
Dub in simi seal as collar and Whip finish
Options: Tie variety of colors as a general
attractor search pattern

Put bead on hook and place in vise. Start
thread behind bead and wrap to jam in
place. • Tie in wire and wrap down and
back to lock down. Leave thread above
barb. • Dub in fairly thin Simi seal material
from back to behind bead

General Foam Attractor (GFA)Hopper
Hook: Dai Riki 280 Size 6 to 14
Thread: 140 denier tan
Under Body: Peacock
Over body: Craft foam cut to gap width
Wing: Elk Hair or Antron yarn
Hot Spot: Craft Foam
Legs: Barred round rubber (Suggest red
rubber with dark band or brown with red
band.
Tie in thread
Three to four strand Peacock. Tie in and
wrap down hook to above barb and back
again to head • Cut craft foam (using body
cutter) or scissors making width slightly
wider than hook gap. If scissors, trim end
using curved scissors • Lay foam on shank
and secure at start of peacock. Set length
so trimmed end extends to ½ shank past
curve of hook. • Spiral wrap thread to 1/3
back, then wrap around hook

• Then spiral to middle and wrap again
and again to above barb • Cut and stack
small bundle of elk hair or antron.
• Tie in at 1/3rd from head. Use super glue
to lock in. • Fold Back foam extending
over hook eye and tie down at 1/3rd
• Use different color foam to create contrast or hot spot. Tie in at 1/3rd point.
• Tie in round rubber legs at same point
at hot spot. – one each side • Advance
thread to hook eye and whip finish.
• Trim legs to be about shank length in
front and 1½ shank length behind.
• Apply head cement to wraps.

For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.
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For your immediate consideration...

Do you enjoy catching trout in Arizona lakes, streams, and Community Fishing Program Waters? The most recent information from the Department shows an increase in license sales this fiscal year (FY 2021)  of over 20% compared to last year.
Many of the trout waters in the state depend on hatchery production and regular stocking by AZGFD. This includes the 49
Community Fishing Program Lakes and Ponds as well as the 53 lakes and streams across the state that are regularly stocked
with trout (many in Rim Country and the White Mountains that several of us enjoy fishing).
The proposed action of this Environmental Assessment includes steps that the Department has taken in the past, and
will plan to undertake during the ten year plan to assure that protected species are not adversely impacted by the stocking
program.
The Sport Fish Restoration Act provides access to federal grant funds to support hatchery and stocking programs. In order
to qualify for that assistance, which would cover about 65% of the hatchery and stocking program costs, an Environmental
Assessment must be completed every ten years and include a public comment component.
This is your opportunity to write a paragraph or two and send it in by June 11, 2021 indicating your support for the AZGFD hatchery and stocking program to help assure access to these federal grant funds that will continue to provide great
fishing opportunities in Arizona.
Here is the press release from AZGFD on this process with links and both email
and snail mail addresses to send your comments.

Public comments sought on draft Environmental Assessment for continued fish stocking in Arizona
Proposal would continue federal funding to support AZGFD sport fish stocking program
PHOENIX — The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) today made available for public review a draft
Environmental Assessment (dEA) of Arizona’s sport fish stocking program.
The dEA is part of a process to continue to allow federal Sport Fish Restoration funding to support AZGFD’s long-standing program of stocking fish for
public recreational opportunities, and for hatchery operations and maintenance. The deadline to submit comments is 5 p.m. (Arizona time) on June 11, 2021.
Each year, thousands of anglers in Arizona take advantage of the fish stocking program, which is funded in part by federal dollars from the Sport Fish
Restoration Program and augmented by state dollars from fishing license sales.
Every 10 years, USFWS and AZGFD evaluate the social, economic and environmental effects of Arizona’s stocking program, and pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), prepare a dEA that analyzes possible actions or alternatives. The preferred alternative for the agencies, also known as the
Proposed Action, would allow AZGFD to continue its stocking program for the next 10 years and also includes conservation measures to reduce potential
impacts on federally listed or sensitive native aquatic or semi-aquatic species.
Members of the public are encouraged to review and provide comments on the dEA. Written comments can be submitted from
May 11, 2021 through 5 p.m. (Arizona time) June 11, 2021. Comments can be either: Emailed to fw2fa@fws.gov, or
Sent by U.S. Mail to: Arizona Game and Fish Department, Attention: Dave Weedman, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086
(must be postmarked no later than June 11, 2021).
Your written comments—including personal identifying information, such as name, address, phone number, and email address—may be made publicly
available at any time. While you may ask that personal identifying information be withheld from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.
An informational event on the dEA will be held via Facebook Live at 6 p.m.
(Arizona time) on June 1 and 6 p.m. on June 2 at https://www.facebook.com/groups/fishaz/about.
More information is available at https://www.azgfd.com/Fishing/FisheriesManagement/.
View the draft Environmental Assessment
Additional information
Recreational angling in Arizona created a statewide economic impact of more than $1.4 billion in 2013, according to the 2013 Economic Impact of Fishing in Arizona
by Responsive Management (the last year such a survey was done). In fiscal year 2020, AZGFD sold 273,902 fishing licenses, generating revenue of nearly $14 million.
During the last six years, AZGFD has stocked approximately 3 million fish per year. The majority of stockings were cold water species, such as Rainbow, Apache,
Brook, Cutthroat, and Brown Trout. The AZGFD also stocked warm water species including Channel Catfish, Largemouth Bass, Black Crappie,
Redear Sunfish, and Bluegill.
In 2013, there were 5,979,637 angler days of fishing in Arizona. Sport Fish Restoration funding will make it possible for AZGFD to continue to meet part
of this demand for public recreational angling opportunities on Arizona’s waters.

Lacey Schmitt, Community Fishing Program Specialist and Lacey Becker, Wildlife Specialist at Canyon Creek Hatchery stocking Green Valley Lake in Payson.
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IN-PERSON DFC CLUB MEETINGS PLANNED...
DFC SWAP MEET IN AUGUST

DFC IN-PERSON CLUB MEETING FOR SEPTEMBER
CLUB- BBQ SATURDAY 9/18/21 AT McQUEEN PARK
WE'RE
GETTIN'
BACK
SEE YOU
THEN!
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...Notes from the May DFC Club Outing:

Lees Ferry Walk-In & Float Trip
Lees Ferry Report- by Rod Buchanan
Well...talk about a trip with challenges! One by one some
of the members decided not to go and we ended up starting
the drive up with 6 people for the float and two people for
the walk-in. When Alan Davis and I arrived on Wednesday
we went straight to Cliff Dwellers to get the scoop on the
next few days. Imagine our surprise when we were told that
they were cancelling all watercraft rentals and also some of
the guide services for Thursday due to expected high winds
(gusts to 50mph). It was definitely some bad news. But I was
determined to go up anyway… I mean how bad could it get.
Alan was all in too. So on Thursday morning after breakfast
we headed to the launch area to start getting our watercraft
ready for transport. The winds were starting to come up.
Once I was done I walked down to the waters edge and caught two nice rainbow trout on a small streamer. Then Joe Staller and 3 others showed up and because one canoe was no
longer available to rent due to the winds those 4 decided not
to do the float. Then Ed and Randy showed up to do the walkin and I hope they caught some. After a truck hit Joe’s travel
trailer and a large raft blew over I was thinking maybe we
shouldn’t go up with all the commotion but my persistence
got the better of me. The backhaul showed up right at two
and Alan and I loaded up for our adventure. We had to stop
halfway up the river to tie all the boats (Alan had a Hobie
Kayak and I had my Watermaster) and gear down better due
to the high winds and relative boat speed. Once we arrived at
the top campground dirt was flying everywhere. We secured
our boats and decided to set up camp which consistent of
trying to find shelter out of the wind which was impossible.

Addenda: Alan Davis’ report...
It was the best of times; it was the worst of times, and
then things just got worse! Apologies to Charles Dickens,
but then I don’t think he’s been to Lee’s Ferry; with or
without hurricane force winds!
First a disclaimer, Rod and I set out on this adventure
under our own free-will. Once committed there really
wasn’t any turning back; besides … how bad could these
winds be? We both have plenty of outdoor experience
(one would think this experience would translate into
common sense). So, we figured this would be yet another
adventure. It was! Just not the sort of adventure we wanted or anticipated.
Nevertheless, we made it back with our gear intact; no
one flipped or swamped his water craft, and we have a
tale to tell our grandchildren. Additionally, Rod caught
some great fish; unfortunately, I wasn’t quite as successful.
The advantage of traveling upriver dung a high-wind advisory is the significant reduction in river traffic! We had
the place to ourselves. The disadvantages, well Rod outlined them pretty well. One significant disadvantage was

We took off to fish a little and I caught 1 more despite the
wind. I made dinner which tasted surprisingly like dirt with a
little chili added in. No actually it was pretty good. I decided
not to pitch my tent because I did not think it would last
through the night so Alan and I slept outside and it was windy
all night. I slept with my hat and buff on but there was no
sleeping going on. I may have slept a couple of hours but Alan
did sleep most the night. The next morning it was a little calmer so we made some coffee and tried to get an early start.
We found our boats to be covered in dirt and loaded up and
started for horseshoe bend. All the good fishing spots were
too windy to fish and at one point I was walking the watermaster backwards one step at a time against the high winds.
Alan did much better and was much faster in the kyack. Once
I made horseshoe I decided to fish there and picked up a nice
rainbow again on a streamer on an intermediate line. The
wind did die down a little so I set up my tent and fished my
nymph rig and picked up a 14” brown on the zebra midge.
Then the wind came up and I finished up with another 16”
rainbow back on the streamer again. Alan made a nice dinner
and I went to bed early , before dark, and slept until it was
light again. Saturday was finally here and proved to be a great
fishing day. We got to stop at all the hot spots and fish and
I ended up with 10 rainbows by the time the day was over
with the largest being 20".. All on streamers. It was working
so what the heck. See my scorecard that I submitted to game
and fish below. I would not recommend going up river if the
wind forecast is high like that. It was a lot of work to camp,
float and made fishing that much harder. But I am glad I got to
experience the high winds … once!

the first night’s campsite. This particular location is upon
a bluff about 65-70-feet above the water, with essentially
a ladder cut into the sand using 4”X4” cross-beams as a
pretend stairway or ladder. Accessing the campsite was
the equivalent of taking Omaha Beach in 1944. This meant
we had to schlep all our gear, and then go back to haul
water.
Friday, the next day, as Rod describes was a bit easier, and by Saturday, our last day on the river, all the
recreational kayakers and paddle-boarders came up river. Saturday afternoon however, turned into yet another
wind-challenge. Rod was forced to take shelter and wait
out the wind gusts. At times these were sustained winds
blowing 40-50 mph. My kayak peddle-drive allowed me to
continue despite the wind; however, at times I had to look
at shoreline bushes to confirm I was making down-stream
progress.
Given the circumstances; I won’t make the trek again
when the weather service declares wind advisory. However, sign me up for the next Desert Fly Casters Club Lee’s
Ferry outing; just without a wind advisory.

Questions/Comments?
Catch- Rod Buchanan, Lees Ferry DFC Host at: rodbuchanan23@gmail.com | (209) 815-0062
Catch- Alan Davis-Zane Grey TU/President at: President@ZaneGreyTU.org | (925) 785-5583
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...Continued notes

Lees Ferry Walk-In & Float Trip

Lees Ferry Report- by Joe Staller
As we were driving up from Phoenix Wednesday morning for the Lees Ferry
backhaul trip, I got a call from some of the participants (Chuck and Lisa
Bull from Denver Co.) who had just found out that the outfitter they had
planned to rent a canoe from was now declining to rent said canoe due to
the very high wind forecasts for the next two days (25 MPH sustained, 40+
MPH gusts). Since we were already in Flagstaff, we continued on to Lees
Ferry to check it out. I parked at the launch ramp to talk to Rod, our fearless
trip leader. After discussing with Lee McKenna (my trip mate from Seattle
Washington) and Chuck and Lisa, we opted to just stay in the campground
and fish the walk-in section. While we were having our discussion, we could
see all of the commercial downstream river runners preparing their boats
for the 8-12 day trips through the Grand Canyon. Much to my dismay, a
large truck and trailer loaded with a commercial raft pulled down the ramp
and scraped the side of my little home-made Teardrop camp trailer. To his
credit, the driver admitted his mistake, and made sure I got the insurance
info and the name of his supervisor. (Update: the company already sent me
a check to cover the damages.)

We endured a rough night in the campground, with non-stop winds
blowing the trailer around and carrying away everything that was not nailed
down. My buddy Lee had left his shoes outside of the trailer overnight, and
in the morning discovered that the wind had picked them up and moved them
down range 12-15 feet! We did try fishing the walk-in area on Friday morning
and had some limited success throwing streamers on sink tip lines. Chuck
landed a 17" and a 12" rainbow, and Lee had one on that popped off. I was
unable to get a bite (I attributed this to the fact that I let Chuck and Lee get
to the good water first.....!) By 11:00 a.m. though, the wind had picked up to
the point that it was too difficult to fish, and we elected to try and salvage
the trip by finding someplace else to fish. We headed back to Phoenix for
the night and then went to Boulder Cove at Canyon Lake on Saturday morning. I am happy to report that the winds were calm at Canyon Lake, and the
big bluegills were hanging near the reeds and eager to hit rubber leg flies, so
that sorta/kinda made up for the Lees Ferry difficulties.

Questions/Comments?
Catch- Joe Staller, DFC V/P and Outings Chairman at: joestaller@yahoo.com | (602) 568-9431

Never go anywhere without
getting your fly wet.
author unknown

"More than cleverness, we need kindness and gentleness."
Charlie Chaplin
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Becker Lake

Saturday-Sunday July 10-11, 2021

I think most folks will arrive Friday July 9. Feel free
to come early or stay late; this is a great time to
be in the White Mountains!
Please make your own plans for lodging. We
highly recommend the Rode Inn in Springerville
for its close proximity to Becker Lake, although
there is plenty of lodging in Pinetop, Show Low
etc. If you want to stay at Rode Inn, the phone number is 928-333-4365, and the address is 242 E. Main
St. Springerville, AZ 85938.
Because of the near certainty of high water
temperatures and bright skies, most of the rainbows will probably have moved into the deepest
holes in the lake, which will necessitate fishing 10-

14 feet below an indicator. It will really help having
a depth finder (or hanging near anglers that have
one) to make sure you were in the deepest water.
Size 18 midges and size 12 simi-seal leeches are
the typical flies of choice, but squirmy worms and
dog bone chamois leeches are also good flies to
have. I would also recommend having grasshopper
and flying ant patterns "just in case."

Any questions, please
call your host, Joe Staller,
email: joestaller@yahoo.
com, cell: 602-568-9431

SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP - Time to plan that San Juan River Trip.
Group one arrive September 20, fish 21st and 22nd.
Group two arrive September 23rd, fish 24th and 25th. Sorry had wrong pricing last month.
3 nights lodging, 2 days guided fishing with the best guides on the river,
$725.00 including tax. Lots of big fish and tons of fun.
Contact Billy Wingo at billy.wingo@phoenix.gov or Billy.o.wingo@gmail.com or call or text at 602-451-9459.
You deserve a great trip after a rough 2020.

2021 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Frank Schettino- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Valerie Staller- Treasurer
Marie McClearn- Secretary
Outings- Joe Staller
Programs- Michael Munrore
Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Rod Buchanan
Education- Tom Horvath
Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Raffles- Michael Monroe
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large
Dick Brooks, David Huang,
Charlie Rosser, J.C. Roberson
David Weaver
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Keep the flame and passion of Fly Fishing alive for 2021.

White Mountains Extravaganza Big Lake Outing
Friday/Sunday • June 11-12, 2021

Host: Joe Staller- joseph.staller@nxp.com • (602) 568-9431

Becker Lake Outing

Saturday/Sunday • July 10-11, 2021

Host: Joe Staller- joseph.staller@nxp.com • (602) 568-9431

Dick Brooks Utah Outing
August 12-16, 2021

Host: Dick Brooks • gdubby77@gmail.com

Mark your calendars for September
Fish the San Jaun River with Host Billy Wingo

OK, OK...Now, ya gotta put it back.

NOTE:

A reminder notice for our Wednesday, June 9, 2021
ZOOM DFC Club Meeting will also be e-mailed to membership prior to meeting.

