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Setup at: 6:30 PM • Swapping at: 7:00 PM • No early birds*
* As a courtesy to all Trout Bums- Please enter room at 7:00 PM...Thank you.

Fly fishermen are born honest, but they get over it. Ed Zern
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President's Drift
Greetings fellow DFC’ers,

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
• Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries

Its August and that means it our Annual Swap Meet. So go into your closet,
garage, spare room, secret hiding spot and the super secret hiding spot and get
out your gear. Whether its gear that you out grew, you no longer need or you’re
looking to upgrade bring it to the swap meet August 11th. Set up starts at 6:30
PM and the swapping begins at 7:00 PM.
I hope you’re enjoying our heat. You’re not, well then head out of town for
some relief. AZGFD is stocking on the Rim. The East Verde river, Tonto creek,
Christopher creek and Haigler creek have been stocked recently. Last report I
heard was that fishing at Big Lake and Becker was good.
The recent monsoons across the White Mountains has some of the fire restrictions and closures
lifted. Please continue to be vigilant wherever you go. Also Tonto National Forest has lifted its
restrictions, Kaibab national Forest has no restrictions, CoconinoNational Forest still has some restrictions near the Tinder fire.
See you at the Swap Meet…..don’t forget to bring your stuff.
Tight Lines,
Frank Schettino								

• Making fishing
approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment

Mikes Short Strikes:
Small changes for success.

• Promoting responsible

angling practices
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Frank Schettino • August 2018

notes from
mike
faulkinbury's
journal
questions?
catch mike at:
mfaulkinbury@msn.com

I hear it at least once in a discussion with a new fly-fisher; There
is no fish in that creek, those fish are too spooky, or some other
trial that limits our success. First rule of fly fishing: it’s us, not
the fish or the water, we need to change something to entice that
fish to eat. I’ve found fish get conditioned to their environment,
this includes anglers. Specifically, how we approach the water.
This presents some issues. Anglers tend to pick the path of least
resistance, thus on most trout streams there is a well-worn path
where we traverse to hunt these beauties. This means that the
fish associate getting hooked to movement, noise, fly lines and
leaders on the water, etc. coming from that field of view. Hint
one, change the view. Change the approach, move to the other
side of the creek, cast a bit further, kneel, or sneak above the
run and try a down stream drift. Change the approach, change
your success!

Programs
Mike Faulkinbury
Outings
Joe Staller
Membership
Linda McAteer
Website
Bill Batchelor
News Letter
Robert McKeon

YES!!
We have a
Steve Berry
sighting...
September
DFC Club
Meeting!

Desert Fly Casters

Questions and further information?? Catch Joe Miller at: jamiller101@gmail.com
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DFC OUTING • UP-DATE
as
reported
by...

We have some great outings coming up in the next few months-some local, some out
of state, and some out of this world! (OK, at least out of the country!)
The August outing will be Aug 23-26 and will be a new location for the club. Our very
own Dick Brooks has scouted out some new waters in central Utah, roughly centered
around the town of Loa. There are multiple streams and lakes to fish, including UM
and 7 mile creek, and the Sevier and Fremont rivers. Dick advises that 3-5 weight rods
would be ideal, dry/dropper rigs will work on these streams, and you can probably wet
wade most of these waters. Contact Dick for more information on lodging, travel plans,
guides, flies needed etc.

Dick can be reached at gdubby77@gmail.com or at 480-203-9634.

joe
staller

We have two outings in September. The first is The Links at Queen Creek on Saturday,
September 15, 2018 and this is one of our favorites. The manager of the golf course allows the club to fish their 5 lakes while they are over-seeding the course for the winter
season. Catches typically include tilapia (some of them surprisingly large) carp, bass
and bluegill. Floating and slow sinking lines paired with 4-6 weight rods should be perfect. The club does this outing in tandem with Project Healing Waters, with club members assisting the vets. Lunch is provided-and get this-there is no charge for lunch!!
Sadly, we may not have too many years to enjoy this outing since the rumor is that the
course will be sold and converted to a residential/commercial planned community.

For more information, please contact Frank Schettino at:
sketno1026@hotmail.com or at 917-414-5428.

Our second September outing is the always popular San Juan river. There are a couple
of options on the dates-See ad info on page 5 in this newsletter for more information.
Billy Wingo is the host, and he can be contacted at 602-451-9459.
October brings cooler temperatures and one of my personal favorite outings--Rocky Point in Sonora, Mexico. The club has been doing this outing for over 50 years,
and for good reason-great fishing, great food and great friends. The club centers its
activities at an RV park right on the beach, and if the tides are right, you can effortlessly
drift with the current fishing up the coast from the RV park to old town. Stop in town
for lunch and a cerveza, and ride the tide back to the RV park. Members can stay at the
RV park (tenting or RV's) or stay next door at the motel, or rent a condo further down
the beach. Required gear includes a good quality kick boat with oars, 7-8 wt rods, and
350-400 grain fast sinking fly lines. Lots of flies will work, but it is hard to beat a chartreuse and white Clouser, or pink shrimp flies.

Dates for this outing are Oct 31-Nov 4, 2018
Contact Vince (Mr. Rocky Point) Deadmond at vince@ajbest.com
for more information.
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Last call... San Juan River Outing
The fishing is great and it is time to make plans. Chose from two options:
Option One – Arrive Monday September 17th and fish Tuesday and Wednesday the
18th and 19th. Two days of Drift Boat Fishing, three nights lodging and a meal of your
choice at the Back Cast Café @ the Fisheads San Juan Rive Lodge.
Option Two – Arrive Thursday September 20th and fish Friday and Saturday the 21st
and 22nd. Two days of Drift Boat Fishing , three nights lodging and a meal of your choice
at the Back Cast Café @ the Fisheads San Juan River Lodge.
The total of either option include tax is $620.00.
See Billy Wingo for more information.

billy.wingo@phoenix.gov<mailto:billy.wingo@phoenix.gov>
http://www.phoenix.gov/police
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Watching Kids Become
The Fishers You Hope For
by Jim Strogen

It

doesn’t seem that long ago when my grandsons, Owen11 and Ayden-7, were fishing exclusively with spin-cast
rods and worms or mealworms under a bobber. Now, both
boys are showing a great deal of proficiency with flies on
fly rods,and that is pretty much all that they use now. They
came up from the Valley recently for a few days of fun in the
cooler Rim Country and of course some time to go fishing
with Papa.
Unlike the last time the boys were up to visit and crappies
were our quarry, this time it was bluegills that provided the
fun. Bluegills are a bit more of a challenge to get off the hook
than crappies. Owen has been doing this for a while, but I
was impressed with Ayden who showed he was up to the
task too.
We often have a friendly competition to keep track of our
fish count for each trip. This time we took five trips of between an hour to two hours to the Green Valley Lakes and
we caught 178 fish! Of those fish about 95% were bluegills,
the rest crappies, plus one 3 inch bass that I caught. Owen
wasn’t sure my tiny bass should be included in the total fish
count, but I guess he felt sorry for me and he let me count
it. As you might have guessed, I was seriously out-fished by
both of my grandsons! It doesn’t get any better than that.
A new development on this trip was that Owen expressed
interest in showing me that he was ready for some fishing
independence. We had practiced the surgeon’s knot for tying
leader to tippet as well as the clinch knot for tying on flies.
On our last trip to the lake, he asked me to stick with Ayden
and let him sort through any difficulties he encountered on
his own.

Ayden and I were catching fish as we worked around Lake
3, when I noticed that Owen had stopped to deal with a snag
in the water. He put the fly rod down as he was taught and
pulled the fly line steadily hand over hand to be sure that
there was no danger in breaking the fly rod tip. Often, this
technique will allow the fisher to retrieve the fly. In this case,
however it did not. Instead, he had broken off his fly line at
the knot about 18 inches above his fly, so he had to tie on a
new tippet and a new fly.
At first Ayden and I stayed within shouting distance as
Owen sat down on the ground and got to work. It was tough
watching him struggle from a distance, and I really wanting
him to join in on our fishing success; but this was a big step.
Ayden I and moved further around the lake, and about fifteen minutes later we were joined by Owen. He had a smile
from ear to ear! He had tied on a new surgeon’s knot and
a new fly with a clinch knot, and had an interesting story
to share from the experience as well. While he was sitting
on the ground, aclutch of ducklings came over to investigate
him. He had never been so close to so many baby ducks!
Both boys showed great skill at releasing their fish back
into the lake unharmed, and they were always on the lookout for any fishing line carelessly left behind by other fishermen. The possibility that those baby ducks could get tangled
in fishing line was not going to happen if they could help it.
They are now off to Connecticut with their parents visiting their other grandparents at a great bluegill pond. My
son reports that both boys are catching a lot of fish on fly
rods, quite independently. Like I said, it doesn’t get any better than that!

Jim Strogen, Writer - Life on the Fly- Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch, Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com
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DATES TO KEEP IN MIND...2018

San Jaun River Outing

September 17th-20th or 20th-23rd, 2018
The total of either option include tax is $620.00

Host: Billy Wingo • billy.wingo@phoenix.gov<mailto:billy.wingo@phoenix.gov>

The Links at Queen Creek • Saturday, September 15, 2018
Additional details at Swap Meet Night

Questions? Catch, Frank Schettino at:
sketno1026@hotmail.com or at 917-414-5428

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

Rocky Point in Sonora, Mexico

Member at Large
Dick Brooks, David Huang,
Charlie Rosser, J.C. Roberson
David Weaver
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Host: Vince (Mr. Rocky Point) Deadmond at vince@ajbest.com

Only caught this one, but always fun to fill up your net!
Probably 20-22 inches. Wade
fishing. He was cruising in
about 2 ft of water and I cast
ahead of him after he swam by.
Jim Strogen • jimstrog@gmail.com

Editor's Ramblings...
I'd like to make this section new for our DFC
Trout Bums, in hopes I'll be able to drop in a
favorite catch.
I'll start this month with a couple of lines
from our DFC Trout Bum, Jim Strogen and his
trout caught (opps, I mean, catch), during the
Becker Best gathering.
So maybe one of you DFC Trout Bums can
send me a favorite catch for a future issue.

...Good Catch, Jim
R.McKeon, Editor
rmckeon2@cox.net

October 31-November 4, 2018

