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I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season...
As 2016 comes to a close, it’s time to reflect on the past and think about what
we want to accomplish in the upcoming year. I used to make the standard,
unimaginative resolutions—lose weight, eat healthier, get organized, etc., etc.—
like everyone else, but this year my self-improvements all involve fishing. I want
to make more time for fishing, explore new water, and challenge myself as an
angler. These goals just seem more realistic and fun.
If you resolutions are anything like mine, then Desert Fly Casters is where
you want to be in 2017. We’re once again ramping up for a brand new year of
fly fishing education and excursions. We’re offering basic fly fishing classes, casting clinics, beginner
and intermediate fly tying classes, rod building classes, and much more. Our expert instructors want
to share their knowledge and help you enjoy more success on the water, whether you’re a novice or a
seasoned angler. All classes are free for club members to attend, so be sure to take advantage of these
great opportunities.
We’re also finalizing the club’s outing schedule, which includes tentative trips to places like Pyramid
Lake and central Colorado, as well as old favorites, such as Becker Lake, White Mountains, and
Rocky Point. We try to offer a wide variety of fly fishing excursions and trips—day, camping, guided,
regional and out-of-state—that appeal to broad range of abilities and skill sets. In short, there’s surely
something for everyone.
As always, Desert Fly Casters is a 100% nonprofit organization and, as such, all of our board
members are hard-working volunteers. All of the money we raise goes back into the club to fund our
monthly speakers, education classes, club outings, etc. Additionally, we provide funding and volunteer resources to local nonprofit conservation and outreach groups that strengthen our local fly
fishing community. We couldn’t accomplish these items without the participation and support of our
general membership. So here’s a toast to YOU and another year filled with adventure, comradery, and
new fish stories!
Cheers,
Gentry Smith
PS: If you have a fish story to share, please submit your fish pictures, along with a brief description, to
my email (design@gentrysmith.com) for inclusion in the club’s monthly fishing report.

DFC CLUB MEETING: JANUARY 11, 2017

Tarpon Fly Fishing in Mexico
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

A DFC evening well spent!
...with Ed Lawrence

Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Ever y true fisherman understands that the joy of fishing lies in its myster y.

Desert Fly Casters

I have a couple of items I'd like to pass along...
A few thoughts from Doug Bobb, Education Committee Chairman
At the meeting Joe Staller was asked about
an anchor for your pontoon.
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and safe in family friendly
environment
• Promoting responsible
angling practices
CATCH US HERE:
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I have found that a "Sea Anchor" deployed to
slow down a drift from either current or wind
has helped me establish a slower rate of speed
and catch more fish. An 18" sea anchor works
great for a pontoon and cost less than $20.

Also, I spoke with Fish and Game at Silver

Creek and they told me that the "ICH" which
has infested the creek has worked its way up
to the holding pond at the top. All fish are exposed and a substantial fish kill has occurred.
Ichthyophthirius multifiliis (commonly
known as freshwater white spot disease, freshwater ich, or freshwater ick) is a common disease of freshwater fish.[1] It is caused by the
protozoan Ichthyopthirius.[2] Ich is one of
the most common and persistent diseases in
fish. The protozoan is an ectoparasite. White
nodules that look like white grains of salt or
sugar of up to 1 mm appear on the body, fins
and gills. Each white spot is an encysted parasite.[2] It is easily introduced into a fish pond
or home aquarium by new fish or equipment
which has been moved from one fish-holding
unit to another. When the organism gets into a

large fish culture facility, it is difficult to control due to its fast reproductive cycle and its
unique life stages. If not controlled, there is a
100% mortality rate of fish. With careful treatment, the disease can be controlled but the cost
is high in terms of lost fish, labor, and cost of
chemicals
At his point AFG does not have the resources
to treat the water. When the water temperature
rises in the spring the disease spreads more
quickly. I've seen these spots on fish at Woods
Canyon and Christmas Tree. Keep your eyes
open for these infected fish and report them to
AFG.
Questions? Catch me, Doug Bobb at:
dougbobb56@gmail.com

...From our Education Committee:
Beginner Fly Tying will start Jan. 10th and 12th at McQueen
Park class room 6-9:00 PM Sign up at January meeting.
Intermediate Fly Tying will start Jan.25th 6-9:00 PM at McQueen Park. This year guest tyers will be invited to some of
our sessions to give us a look at special flys and how to tie
them. Sign up at January meeting.
Thanks,

Doug Bobb • Education Chairman
Questions? Catch me at: dougbobb56@gmail.com

Check out our January Fly Pattern on page: 5

Membership
Dave Weaver
dweaver16@cox.net
Website
Bill Batchelor
wlbatch@cox.net
News Letter
Robert McKeon
rmckeon2@cox.net

...from Dave Weaver: MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL...Become eligible for a choice fly
rod. See our insert on last page. Get in on this great prize. Don't be left out!
Renew on or before the January meeting (postmarked by January 11 (if you are mailing) and get TWO raffle tickets (It’s one ticket after Jan 11th.) toward a 10 foot 5
weight nymphing rod to be drawn during the next April meeting. Annual membership
(individual or family) is $35 for emailed newsletter and $45 for mailed newsletter.

DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
Wednesday • February 8, 2017
Mark your calendars
...tell some fish stories

...meet some new members
...win a prize an’ get on with having a great time!

We’ve got a NEW Banquet location:

Mesa Community Room • 640 N. Mesa Drive • Mesa, AZ 85201
Please help all of us with prize donations...Any questions catch us:
Joe Staller at- joestaller@yahoo.com
Bob Loughrige at- rbloughrige@gmail.com
Gentry Smith at- design@gentrysmith.com

We’ll have a
place setting
for all our
DFC Trout Bums

Additional information will be discussed at our January 11th monthly club meeting.

Desert Fly Casters

Education Committee Notes....
Danish Casting Games

from...
Doug Bobb
Fly Fishing Tips
For Beginners

Boy Scouts of America

By Pearl O. Wisdum
Random Ramblings
an' Stuff from my
Fly Bench...

Small Black Spinner

Questions?
Catch me, Doug at:
dougbobb56@gmail.com
Hook: #14- suggested/
Mustad 80000BR
Thread: # 8/0 Black
Tail: Black hackle fibersBody: Fine black dubbing
Thorax: Peacock herl
Hackle: Black, preferably
natural (I use dark dun)
the water.

Tying notes:

• Wind a base of thread
from head to tail.
• Form a small “lump”
of thread immediately
above the barb to assist
in spreading the tails.
• Tie in tail whisks immediately in front of the
thread lump and spread
tails.
• Sparsely dub fine dubbing and wind forward
until about 1/3 of hook
shank remains.
• Tie in hackle, fibers
should not be too much
bigger than hook gape.
• Tie in peacock herl,
wind closely to eye of
hook and tie off.
• Wind forward hackle
and tie off at eye.
• Whip finish and varnish head.

This years event is scheduled for January 14, 2017.
We've added additional targets and will be keeping scores to help us track
your progress from year to year.
Also a gift certificate is being given to the club member with the highest
score. Instructors are not allowed to post a score. So lets have some fun
and develop our skills for casting. Sign up at the meeting or send me an
email to let me know you're coming.
On April 21 and 22 we'll be hosting the fly fishing merit badge event for all
scouts in the east valley. We need volunteers to help us. We're anticipating 50 kids will show up at McQueen Park for the 2 day session. Gilbert
Township has stated that we need to pay for the stocking of the fish for
these kids. We need to raise $1,500 for 500 trout. I'm asking the members
to please support this effort. The club will match the donations that the
members provide. This is a charitable donation through our club. We'll
have a signup sheet at the January meeting. Consider joining us for some
fun and help these kids earn a merit badge. Your donation goes to a most
worthwhile cause.

Fly Tying Classes

>> Our first beginner class starts on January 10 and 12. 6:30-9:00PM at
the classrooms at McQueen Park. If you haven't signed up send me an
email or sign up at the January Meeting
>> The intermediate fly tying class begins on January 25 at McQueen
Park 6:30-9:00PM. This year we'll be inviting guest tyers to present their
favorite flies to the group. It should be a great session. Please sign up at
the meeting or send me an email to joint the group.
Introduction to Fly FISHING Class

This years intro class will be at McQueen Park on March 11, 2017 9:00AM.
The first portion of the class will be in the classroom to cover etiquette,
rod, reel, line, leader, tippet. Knots, releasing a fish, and safety., Then the
rest of the time will be on the water discussing roll casts, slack mends, drag
free drift, and actually hooking a fish. This class will prepare you for the
Salt River Streamside Clinic on April 29th. Sign up at the meeting or send
me an email to confirm your place in the class.

Mentor Program

We have several people signed up already for this program. It is intended
to be a six session course to cover the basics of fly fishing, and to work with
individuals to develop their skill set to enable them to be self sufficient on
the water. We have room for a couple more people. Classes are starting in
January. Sign up or email either Doug Bobb or Carl Rutherford if you want
to join the class

One more thing....

We need FLIES for the Boy Scout Merit Badge Event.
I'm asking for our members to provide 10 flies each for this event
simple patterns:
wooley buggers
pheasant tail nymphs
egg patterns
midges
hairs ears
copper johns etc.
Thanks

Desert Fly Casters

January 2017 Monthly Tying Session
Fly Tying • Times & Directions

Intermediate session on Wednesday, January 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at McQueen Park Recreation
Field 510 N Horne, Gilbert AZ (Can also get to from McQueen Road, between Elliott and Guadalupe but will need
to walk across ball field and past pond. The Horne exit is better but need GPS to get to it unless you know
Gilbert roads.
I picked the pattern up from Federation of Fly Fishing Tying Times.
The article along with it said it was used for catfish but it looks like somethig that would work on Bass in spring
and summer and for Browns summer and fall.

Pattern sheet

EZY Crayfish

by
Gretchen Beatty

Hook: Size 2 to 10, 4X long streamer
Thread: Brown
Claws/tail: Brown marabou, divided
Rib: Copper wire
Weight: Non-lead wire, optional
Body: Brown crystal chenille
Shell back: Brown poly yarn
Hackle: Brown saddle, palmered
Head/tail: Brown poly yarn, trimmed
Eyes: Brown or black Bead Chain

Bring your tools or give me a heads-up if you need them and materials provided by Doug Bobb and DFC.

Questions? Catch me, Doug Bobb at: dougbobb56@gmail.com
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2017 DFC CLUB OUTING:

Dead Horse Ranch State Park

Friday, February 24 – Sunday, February 26, 2017
Host: Joe Staller
Email: joestaller@yahoo.com
Phone: (602) 568-9431
Camping: Raven Loop Group Site

There is no electricity or water at the individual sites, but the rest room
has running water and hot showers. Camp sites are suitable for trailers
or tents.
Price: $45 per vehicle
This is for the weekend. 1 vehicle allowed per site—an additional vehicle
will cost you $15/ night (excludes an RV towing a second vehicle) so plan
accordingly.
Temperature: Average temperatures for February are high 64 and low
35 – Snow and rain are possible, so be prepared!!
Elevation: 3300 ft
Services: Gift shop, restrooms, drinking water, a boat ramp, playground,
trails and a campground with restrooms, picnic tables and grills
License: Arizona State Fishing License -		
Now available online: http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/licenses.shtml
Fish Species: Stocked Rainbow Trout (seasonal), Bass, Sunfish and Catfish. If Fish and Game sticks to their published schedule, they should
stock trout on Monday, February 20!
Rods: 4-6wt fly rod(s) should cover anything you are likely to encounter
on this lake
Lines: Full-sinking (type II, intermediate), sink-tip (type II, intermediate) and floating fly lines
Equipment: Waders with insulation layer(s), watercraft (pontoon, float
tube, canoe, kayak or small boat (no motors), polarized sunglasses, sunscreen. Park rules require that a personal flotation device must be worn.
Note: There are several spots to fly fish from the banks along the lakes
edge

Flies: Typical Arizona lake patterns for trout and sunfish (Pheasant Tails,
Copper Johns, Prince Nymphs, Hares Ear, AZ Peacock Lady, Zug Bugs,
Damsel Flies, Wooly Bugger, Simi Seal Leaches, Green Weenie, etc.). Try
Clouser minnows, baitfish patterns, crease flies, poppers, etc. for bass
There are three lagoons that hold fish. Additionally. The Verde River is
very close by.
Plan to arrive at the campground anytime after 2:00 pm on Friday. Checkout time is 2:00 on Sunday.
We are planning a group dinner for Saturday evening. The meal will be
a potluck, with the main entrée provided by the club. We kindly request
everyone to bring a side or desert to share with the group.
Other stuff to do – You probably won’t have time, but there are art galleries,
wineries, museums, and restaurants in and around Cottonwood.
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Annual Danish Casting Games
and Fish Fry!!
Saturday January, 14, 2017 • 9:00 am to 1:00 p.m.
Gilbert's McQueen Park
Located on... McQueen Road between Guadalupe and Elliot. Look for us on the west side of
the pond that's directly behind the community
center. Use the McQueen Road entrance and
parking lot.
Cost: Free
Eligibility: DFC, AFC & Project Healing Waters
Host: Doug Bobb • dougbobb56@gmail.com
Please, RSVP in advance and include "Danish
Games" in the subject line.

The Danish Casting Games is a longtime club favorite
featuring a series of fly casting obstacle that are set
up similar to a miniature golf course. Each game
promises to challenge veteran fly casters, but is also a
great teaching tool for new fly anglers. IFFF Certified
Casting instructors will be available to help casters
complete each game and explain how they relate to
real-life fishing situations. Members are welcome to
participate competitively or non-competitively-it's all
about having a good time.

Event Highlights:

• Beginning, intermediate and advanced fly casters welcome
• Meet members from other fly fishing organizations

• Free fish fry lunch provided. Please bring a side to share if you are so inclined.
Items to bring:

• Sunglasses/eyeglasses • Hat • Sunscreen • Drinking water

• Fly rod/reel/line/leader (loaner equipment available upon request)
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Linda McAteer- Secretary
Outings- Joe Staller
Programs- Gentry Smith
Library
Ricky Furbee

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND...2017
Danish Casting Games & Fish Fry • Saturday, January 14, 2017 • Gilbert McQueen Park
DFC ANNUAL BANQUET • Wednesday, February 8, 2017 • Mesa Community Room
Dead Horse Ranch State Park • Friday, February 24 – Sunday, February 26, 2017

Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)
Education
Doug Bobb
Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Raffles- Frank Schettino
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

ANNUAL
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sday...
See ya Wedne 017
January 11, 2
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