MAY 2016

O F F I C I A L

D E S E R T

F LY

C A S T E R S

President's Drift

N E W S L E T T E R
Gentry Smith • May 2016

I’d like to begin this installment with a “hat tip” to Joe Staller for his effort hosting
the club’s return trip to Seneca Lake last month. He even went the extra mile by
pre-fishing it the weekend before. How’s that for dedication? Despite heavy winds
on the day of the club event, the fishing was still pretty good for the folks who attended. I think everyone caught something. Look for the official outing recap on
page 2.

MAY
Wednesday,
May 11, 2016

Chit-Chat & Dinner: 6:00
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

Elks Lodge
1775 West Chandler Blvd.
Chandler, Arizona 85224

Seneca photo courtesy
by Eugene Cupps >

The bite on the local warm water lakes is beginning to shift from bass to panfish (bluegill and sunfish).
These hand-sized prizefighters are not only feisty, but they’ll readily take a fly. It’s likely you already have
the appropriate gear—even if you’ve never fished for panfish before—since it’s the same equipment you
already use for Arizona trout lakes and streams. The same flies will even work. Furthermore, you don’t
have to go far to boost your panfish game, because they’re available in the Salt River Project lakes, as well
as most urban/community ponds.
At the May general meeting, we’ll welcome back our good friend, Duane Redford (guide and author
of “The Fly Fishers Playbook”) as our distinguished guest speaker. His “Systematic Approach to Fly
Fishing” presentation was a hit last year, so you don’t want to miss it. Afterwards, Duane will join us for
the White Mountain Lakes Foundation’s (WMLF, www.WMLF.org) Becker Best Event on Saturday, May
14th. To show our support for WMLF, the club is simultaneously hosting our May outing at Becker Lake.
There’s a block of discounted rooms available at the Rode Inn Motel, located in Springerville, about 5
minutes away from the lake. For more information on the outing, check out page4 or contact Joe Staller.
Lastly, thank you to our winter visitors for spending another season fishing with us. We wish you safe
and happy travels to your summer destinations. Hopefully, you’ll have a few good fish stories to share
with us when you return next fall.
Until next time, enjoy your time outdoors—it’s truly special.
Cheers,
Gentry Smith

MAY DFC CLUB MEETING...

DUANE REDFORD

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Join in with our DFC Trout Bums as
DUANE REDFORD helps us understand his
Systematic Approach
for fishing our own home waters.

Join in with the rest of the DFC Trout Bums, on:

Wednesday, • May 11, 2016
Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Ever y true fisherman understands that the joy of fishing lies in its myster y.

Desert Fly Casters

Seneca Lake outing recap...
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To advance the sport of fly
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• Providing Education
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tying, rod building and
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries
• Making fishing
approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment
• Promoting responsible
angling practices
CATCH US HERE:
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One word: Windy. Well, two words: REALLY windy! But that didn't stop us from catching fish at Seneca Lake.
Seneca Lake is a beautiful and secluded location on the San Carlos Indian Reservation where, I believe, on that
particular Saturday the DFC gang was the only group fishing.
As a neophyte, I really appreciated the generosity of the other veteran fishermen. They willingly took time out
of their fishing day to help me navigate a kick-boat in the wind, pick an appropriate fly, tie on new leader... you
get the picture-HELPFUL. Others who are new to the sport should feel encouraged to join a DFC outing because
they will learn a lot just by hanging around people who actually know what they're doing.
What you really want to know is: did we catch fish? Yes! For all of you who stayed home because you were afraid
of a little wind, the fish were biting on anything sparkly. Must've been a bunch of female fish! We caught mostly
sunfish, with Joe Staller claiming a couple of dozen sunfish and one small rainbow trout ("but who's counting?"
he says). And Gentry Smith also caught a mess of sunfish and a couple of bass. Carl, Jay, Ed and yours truly got
some (or in my case, one) as well.
Good thing we had our permits and habitat stamps as Ranger J. Dude was there to check 'em!
The article above was submitted by Susan Geer, a new DFC member who caught her first fish on a fly rod on her first outing
with our Trout Bums.... She was using a borrowed float tube, borrowed waders, and borrowed fly rod and reel.
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On behalf of the family of Tom Russo, the Desert Fly
Casters Board, the Raffle Committee a big heartfelt
thank you to all members of the Desert Fly Casters for
their generosity at the April meeting. The April meetings raffle and cancer donations totaled $400. Thank
you again for a job well done.
Tight Lines to all, Raffle committee.
Any additional questions and/or additional donation
considerations, please catch:
Frank Schettino at: sketno1026@hotmail.com
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Tom Russo • 1953-2016

RIO SALADO CASTING CLUB MEET-UP
(Note: JUNE Meet-Up is at McQueen Park & Recreation Field)

Looking to improve your fly casting skills?

Desert Fly Casters (www.DesertFlyCasters.com) is partnering with the Rio Salado Casting Club
(RSCC) to host an ongoing series of free fly casting events, alternating between Gilbert’s McQueen Park and Phoenix’s Grenada Park. International Fly Fishing Federation (IFFF) Certified Fly
Casting Instructors will be on hand to work with casters of all skill levels—beginners, intermediate and advanced casters are all welcome to attend this informal casting meet-up.

R S CC

Accurate fly casting will greatly improve your angling ability, so don’t miss this opportunity to
work with the some of the best fly casting instructors in the valley.

Event highlights:

• Beginning casting instruction • Intermediate casting instruction
• Tournament casting instruction • Two-handed / Spey casting instruction

Date: Saturday • June 4, 2016

Event Time: 9am – noon | Event Cost: This is a free event
Location: McQueen Park Recreation Field (Located on the east side of McQueen Road, between Elliott and Guadalupe)
Items to bring:
Hat • Sunscreen • Drinking water • Fly rod/reel/line/leader
Event Host: Larry Allen, IFFF Master Casting Instructor • Contact Email: flatsman@cox.net
Please RSVP to flatsman@cox.net and include “RSCC Fly Casting” in the subject line.

• Sunglasses/eyeglasses •

RSCC

SAFETY? WHO NEEDS IT?

I have always thought of myself as a young studdly guy so when I got into
fly fishing I pretty much pooh-poohed the SAFETY stuff. The first thing I
heard about was studs for my wading boots and since I had spent several
years backpacking with heavy loads on my back on rough terrain I was certain I didn't need them. This issue was resolved when I took my first step on
algae covered rocks and fell on my keister. So I said "All right, I'll use them,
but that is it on the sissy stuff."
The next thing on the "SISSY SAFETY LIST" was the wading belt, It was in
the way, uncomfortable and just too much of a pain to deal with. Of course
when I stepped in a hole at upper Lake Mary in the early Spring and fell flat
on my face and filled my waders I began to see the benefit of having some
kind of device to keep the water out.
I am sure you know what is next. That's right, the wading staff that is
made for wimps. By now one would think that I had learned my lesson and
that there was good reason for all this stuff but the wading staff seemed
like just another thing to have to keep track of while I was fishing. Besides,
how difficult can it be to walk in water up to your knees when you have
studded boots to help keep you upright. You got it, my first trip into some
fast moving water provided the necessary education I was lacking.

So now I wear studs in my boots where appropriate, wear a wading
belt (always), and use a wading staff most of the time when I am in water
deeper than my ankles.
There is one last thing that I do use while in the pontoon that I brought
forward from my extensive career pleasure boating. That is a PFD. Personal Flotation Device. Thankfully the industry has developed and received
Coast Guard approval for the suspender strap style of PFDs so they are at
least as comfortable and lightweight as possible. I prefer the self inflating
model myself since I figure that if I am in a situation where I need to have it
inflated I will probably be real busy doing other things.
That's it for the safety lesson for this month. Don't do like I did and learn
the hard way.
SEEYA ON THE WATER
Dick Brooks 480-203-9634
Gdubby77@gmail.com
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Fly Fishing Tips
For Beginners
By Pearl O. Wisdum
Think like a nymph. No,
not that kind of nymph.
A bug that lives under
water.

Stuck Ferrule...

(...something found for
that older fly rod you like
to fish)
For fishing-rod ferrules
that stubbornly refuse
to part no matter what,
try some Liquid Wrench.
Available in automotive
and hardware stores,
this is specifically formulated to loosen items
frozen together by rust,
corrosion, old grease,
etc. Just spray a little
round the male ferrule
and let it drip down. It
takes only a few minutes
for the liquid to penetrate. Wipe both ferrules
clean after pulling apart
L. E. Beaucage, February 1985

Additional information and/or questions...Catch Joe Staller, Host, at: joestaller@yahoo.com -or- 602-568-9431

"The two best times to fish is when
it's rainin' and when it ain't."
Patrick F. MacManus

Desert Fly Casters

May Intermediate Tying Session at McQueen Activity Center May 25 at 6:30

We will be tying a Ken Hanley Dragon Bugger which is a cross between a Dragon Fly Nymph and a Woolly Bugger.
This would be my top fly for the White Mountain Extravaganza outing trailed by the TH Damsel.
Material will be provided

Dragon Bugger
Hook:
Size 6 –10 3x or 4x Straight eye streamer hook
Thread:
6/0 Black
Eyes:
Red Bead over melted mono
Tail:
Black Deer Hair
Tail:
Black Marabou
Rib:
Silver Wire
Wing Case: Red Pheasant Tail
Dubbing: Black or Purple Ice Dub
Collar:
Brown soft hackle

TH Damsel
Hook: Size 12-2X curved nymph hook
Thread: 6/0 Olive
Eyes: Melted hair brush bristles
Tail: Light olive marabou
Rib: Olive micro tubing
Body: John Rohmer special blend
Legs: Green Pheasant Tail

If you have questions or need to use club’s tying tool kit, catch Tom Horvath at 602-768-7280.
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Most of my fishing is done by reading books....
The Best of Ed Zern

Bob McKeon,
DFC Newsletter Editor,
Graphic Guru, Head
Wrangler of Stuff, Stay
at Home Fly Fisherman
and Certified Lawn Tosser
of Rods an' things.
Questions/Comments?
Catch me at:
rmckeon2@cox.net

Fifty Years of Fishing and
Hunting from One of America’s Best-Loved Outdoor Humorists
Ed Zern’s writing fell into the same category as the writing of our current King of the Yaks, Pat McManus. Mr. Zern’s short stories and cartoons, though primarily humor, were in some way concerned
with hunting or fishing.
Mr. Zern held a popular column, "Exit Laughing," for many years in the Field & Stream sporting
magazine of the day. He also worked for a major advertising agency in New York and at one time
handled the Nash Rambler automotive account. He was famous for his Nash Rambler cartoons. The
Nash account was gleaned when he was invited by George Mason, president of Nash automotive,
to fly fish the AuSable River in northern Michigan. Mr. Mason asked if Mr. Zern might have some
thoughts for a Nash Rambler ad campaign. The rest was history- for 9 years the Nash Rambler sold
more cars based on the likes of fishermen and hunters. Impressed, Mr. Mason made sure that the ads
were to be hand delivered personally by Mr. Zern himself for approval. See ads on following pages.
His humor never left him, along with the many little antidotes in his lifetime that are too numerous to mention in this column. In
later years Mr. Zern battled Parkinson’s disease. Typically for him, he made jokes about his ailment, saying... “I shake a lot. But it keeps
my wristwatch wound.” He also claimed that his shaking hand caused a tied fly to more closely resemble a real insect when in the water.
Herein below I found one of his writings for Field & Stream...Funny stuff written by America's greatest sporting humorist. Hope
you'll enjoy. The gang in this story is not all bad....their club motto was: "Keep your powder, your trout flies and your martinis dry.”
Mr. Zern also authored 9 books for us to remember him by.
Ed Zern died on March 25, 1994, of Parkinson's disease.

HOW TO RUN A SPORTING-GOODS STORE
At last month’s meeting of the Madison Avenue Rod, Gun,
Bloody Mary and Labrador Retriever Association the following business was transacted. Treasurer Gene Smith reported
that he had not had a chance to balance the books, as he had
had to take his children to the doctor to have them wormed or
something of that sort. Mr. Richard Wolters, on a point of order, said that to the best of his knowledge children were never
wormed, and that they had probably merely had distempered
shots. Mr. Smith said that whatever it was, it had prevented
him from finishing the treasurer’s report but that perhaps it
was just as well, as the association was currently running a
deficit.
Mr. Robert Rose said that since the members spent most of
their money on sporting goods, maybe the association should
start its own retail store and use the profits to finance the club.
He said he felt certain that by applying up-to-date, scientific
merchandising principles to a sporting-goods store members
could undoubtedly make a lot of money. Mr. Carl Vance said
what kind of principles, for instance, and Mr. Rose said well,
for instance it was a well-known fact that the only reason most
sportsmen didn’t buy more sporting goods was for fear of their
wives. Hw said that if he were running a sporting-goods store
in New York City he would set up a Special Confidential Delivery Service; for an additional charge of $2 and purchased
item would be delivered by plainclothes delivery men driving
unmarked cars, and would be wrapped in old newspaper or- if
a rod or gun- would be contained in an old beat-up rod tube
or gun case.
Mr. Rose said he could probably get unemployed character
actors for this work, and that when the housewife came to answer the doorbell the delivery man would say, “How do you
do, Mrs. Johnson- I don’t believe we’ve ever met. I live over on
the other side of town, and I want to return this fly rod your
husband lent me some time ago. Tell him thanks a million, ‘Bye
now.”
Mr. Gene Hill suggested that the suspicious wife might inspect the merchandise, and that for an additional $2 the store
could buff most of the blueing off a new shotgun and scuff up
the stock, and take similar measures with a new rod- dirty up
the cork grip, knock off a guide and, possibly as a last resort,
put a slight set in one of the tips.
Mr. Jim Henshall said that if the store gave trading stamps,
it might solve the entire problem. “If Abercrombie & Fitch gave

green stamps with shotgun shells,” Mr. Henshall declared, “my
wife would have the freezer full of them. And the refrigerator
would be full of cardboard shell boxes, each with one or two
shells in it.”
Mr. Whiting Hall said he had noticed that all fishermen pick
up fly rods, when shopping for a new one, and wiggle them
briskly. He said this can get pretty tiring, especially if the fisherman is out of condition, and suggested that the store should
have an automatic rod wiggler. He said it would be simple
to build, using a small electric motor, and that the customer
would merely set up the rod, insert the butt into the holder and
push a button, whereupon the machine would wiggle the rod
while the customer stood by and admired the tip action.
Mr. Hall said he had also noticed that the browsing hunter
invariably pick up double-barreled shotguns, break the action,
and look through the barrels. He suggested that a certain percentage of these guns should have pictures of attractive young
ladies wearing bikinis or less in the barrel, to stimulate interest
in the shotgun department. “Anyway,” Mr. Hall said, “when a
man does all that looking he’s entitled to see something.”
Mr. Carl Oswald said he agreed that wives were the key to the
problem of selling more goods, and said the store should have
a special gift department where sportsmen could buy presents
for their womenfolk. He said that for their anniversary, for instance, he had given his wife a new trap with a special spring
arrangement, and that she had been very grateful, as with the
old one she kept throwing her elbow out.
Mr. Harold Martin said he was not sure women really appreciated such thoughtfulness, as his own wife was being unreasonable at the moment. He said he had persuaded her to
rub her face with boiled linseed oil instead of her regular vanishing cream, since it worked successfully with gunstocks, but
that unfortunately the results had not been favorable. Mr. Dick
Decker said that women’s faces were more porous than walnut,
and that probably she should have used a sealer first. Mr. Gene
Hill offered to lend Mr. Martin some of his checkering tools,
but the offer was declined.
There being no further business to transact, the meeting was
declared adjourned.
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TIGER MUSKY
IN THE LAND
OF ENCHANTMENT

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond,
"The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy", is
co-owner of Best
Hardware in Apache
Junction, AZ. He
is an enthusiastic,
caffeniated, fly
fisher in search of a
really good cookie.
His fly fishing stories
are published on
the web, in local
newspapers and
magazines. His
stories tangle family, friends, and fly
lines.

My quest to catch Musky started in Hayward, Wisconsin, the self proclaimed center of the Musky world. A town that has a Musky Fest, the Fresh Water Fishing Hall
of Fame with a 4 story fiberglass replica Musky that stretches half a city block, and
a minimum four foot Musky mount on every wall in town, (it must be a building
code), has earned the right to call it’s self the Musky Capital. Summer vacations involve going to the family cabin in northern Wisconsin. Fly fishing for Trout, Small
Mouth, and Large Mouth Bass is always enjoyable, but when I found out about
Musky on the fly, my once a year Musky fishing trips left me wanting more.
A VISIT TO THE LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
As an Arizona fly fishing guy, It did not occur to me to look for Tiger Musky in my
own back yard. Surprise, there they were, on the internet, and I found them in
Bluewater Lake and Quemado Lake in New Mexico. Quemado Lake, the closest
lake to me, and looks like a White Mountain trout lake in Arizona, the lake is at
7860 foot elevation, with juniper and pine trees scattered on it’s hill sides. The
lake has nice camp sites, hiking trails, and a general store, and the opportunity to
catch a fish of a lifetime. Bluewater is also a high elevation lake and a State Park,
with a nice campground on top of the hill over looking the lake. Tumbleweed Fly
and Tackle is owned and operated by the Goodrich brothers David and Nate is
a real asset to the lake. They have fly fishing gear as well as conventional lures,
and their shop is one mile from the lake. Check out their facebook page, it gives
weather and fishing reports. Google Tumble Weed Fly and Tackle Prewitt, NM.
HOW I GOT HOOKED
The stars were in alignment for my first Tiger Musky trip to Quemado Lake. I had
more Musky action in the one morning than in the 8 years of chasing Musky in
Wisconsin. The first Musky I landed let me know that my big trout net was not big
enough. I managed to get a picture, and measure the fish (30 inches a small one).
The second fish was camera shy, and thrashed about enough that I let him go before he could knock my camera out of my hands. I was smiling, and thinking that
this was equal to my best Musky day ever. While retrieving my fly, another Musky
flashes and makes a pass at my fly. Rats! I missed that one. I had some more near
misses and follows while landing two more fish that were 30 inch fish. Without
too much thought I became a Musky fly fisher, and some of my long lost fly fishing buddies were calling and wanting to talk about planning a Tiger Musky trip.
LAY OF THE LAND
Both Quemado and Bluewater Lake have water that a fly fisher can wade from
shore. You will probably want waders most of the time. An inflatable pontoon
boat will allow you more access and probably a shot at more fish. If you have access to a boat even better. At Bluewater guiding is available I would recommend
you talk to Matt Pelletier 505 264 2998, www.feguides.com Fish Enchantment
Guides. Bluewater is a 7-8 hour drive from Phoenix, and Quemado is a 4.5 hour
drive. If you start in Albuquerque Bluewater is 1.5 hours drive time while Quemado is a 3.5 hour drive. Having fished Bluewater and Quemado several times
I would have to recommend them both. The guides and shop owners go out of
their way to make sure you have a great fishing experience.

THE TECHNIQUE
Most of my large articulated streamers have enough bucktail to
keep them up in the water column. Usually I work slowly around
the lakes making casts toward shore, from my inflatable pontoon boat. I usually spend more time on structure points where
I have had follows or hook ups before. Look for rock formations,
drop offs, changes in texture, anything that would hide or hold a
Musky. The pause is an important part of the retrieve. I’ll usually
strip, strip, strip, pause. My fly usually rides 12 to 18 inches below
the surface and I can see it much of the time. Some days require
a speedier retrieve while other days they like it slow.

APPROPRIATE GEAR
I recommend a 10 weight fly rod; intermediate sink clear fly line
most of the time, and sometimes I will go deeper with a 300 or
400 grain sink tip line. I have been able to catch larger fish than
the 30 inch fish that I started with, and my leader set up is a six
foot piece of 80 pound fluorocarbon with a no slip loop knot
to tie my large streamer on with. When I first started I used 3/0
hooks and 5-7 inch streamers. Those are the small end for now. I
am currently using 6/0 and 4/0 articulated flies that stretch out
to 14 inches. The guys at the fly shop have some that go 18 inches. Yes, you really get more follows, bites, and hookups with the
bigger flies most of the time. Other required gear, a XXX large
fishing net with fish friendly netting would be good, plus extra
long forceps, pliers, and a small bolt cutter for removing hooks
quickly.I am comfortable fly fishing out of my inflatable pontoon
boat. One really useful item I have added to my boat is a Musky
Lounger. This is a side mounted landing spot for Musky made
from conduit, shade screen, and a soft tape measure. I think this
landing spot is easier on the fish, and allows me some space to
unhook and photograph the fish.

WHEN TO GO
Spring and Fall are good times to go. May is usually a good starting point, and you can fish to aggressive fish in the fall until
the lake freezes over in December or January. A note of caution
would be in late summer when the water gets warm, it stresses
the fish. Most conservation minded Musky guys give the fish a
break from mid July to mid September.
CONTACTS
The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish has an easy to
use web page to secure your fishing license, and new fishing reports are posted on Tuesdays. www.wildlife.state.nm.us.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached
at Best Hardware 237 North Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ
vince@ajbest.com

RIO SALADA CASTING CLUB...Dateline: Saturday, April 30, 2016

RSCC

Saturday was filled with
some demonstrated fly
casting from Larry Allen
and a staff of certified
instructors. The early
morning hours were
spent with hints of how
to cast while seated
when fishing, along
with a demo as to how
to cast in the wind.
The turn out was most
constructive for the
new casters and some
great tips for all the
experienced as well.

More details and additional information for the next RSCC Meet-Up catch Larry Allen at: Flatsman@cox.net
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THE LAST CAST

Abler pens than ours have sung the praises of angling, of the delights of a day afloat or of wading the stream,
and many have spoken of the healthfulness, of the fresh air and sunshine. Few, however, have said much of
the relaxation and restfulness scientific angling brings to tired workers. Non-anglers may wonder how one
can gain rest by working at the oars, wading a stream, or wielding a rod for hours at a time as patient fishermen must and do. Perhaps the following statement made by a well-known psychologist will throw some light
on this subject: "A study of adult sports shows that those sports which afford the most complete relaxation
and recreation are forms racially old and familiar and hence easy and restful. They involve not the higher
and newer brain tracts but the older and more basal ones. Hunting, fishing, camping, boating, and all the
many forms of outing are familiar illustrations."*
The camaraderie, the sunshine, the fresh air and the work of bait casting make up one way to cheat Father
Time and to keep our youth and enthusiasm without which Life, indeed, would be a humdrum affair and
well, never mind the philosophizing. Here's luck and may your days be long on the water and may your
creels be decently heavy and decently light.
*G. T. W. Patrick in "Interstate Medical Journal."

Larry St. John - 1917 • Noted author of "Practical Fly Fishing" & "Practical Bait-Casting."

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 6404
Chandler, AZ 85246

Education
Tom Horvath
Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Raffles- Frank Schettino
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon

Thursday-Sunday • June 9-12, 2016

Catch our host, Linda McAteer at: 480-658-6154 or lmcateer60@gmail.com

MAIL TO: ☛

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

JUNE OUTING

sday...
See ya Wedne 16
May 11 ,20

Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King

White Mountains, Becker Lake • May 13-15, 2016

