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Having recently passed the Spring Equinox on the calendar, we’re entering one
of the state's best fishing timeframes—both locally and in the high-country.
The Salt River Project lakes have been kind to fly anglers this year. Apache Lake
has routinely produced smallmouth and largemouth bass since January. On a recent
Apache trip, our group landed a combined total of 2 largemouth, 5 smallmouth and
6 yellow bass (including a couple 3-4 pounders); all on flies. Furthermore, rumor
has it that bass are already on beds at Saguaro and Canyon lakes. If you haven’t tried
fishing for bedded bass, you’re really missing out. This is a great opportunity to spot
and land a quality fish on a fly rod.
As for the high-country, rainbow trout stockings are scheduled to begin on the Mogollon Rim at
Woods Canyon and Willow Springs lakes this week. From now until the start of the peak season—typically late May—catch rates should be pretty good at both fisheries. This is also a good time to target large
browns in the small Rim streams during the spring runoff, although catch rates will likely be modest.
Lastly, the pike fishing at Upper Lake Mary (ULM), located near Flagstaff, should turn on anytime now,
Look for information regarding an upcoming ULM club trip on page 8 in this newsletter.
As you can see, you have a lot of options available so get out a fish. Who knows, you might just catch
the fish of a lifetime.
Cheers,
Gentry Smith
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APRIL DFC CLUB MEETING...
WILLI CANNELL

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

takes you on
SOLITUDE RIVER TRIPS in Idaho...
Venture with him
and the seasons of fly fishing with relaxing
days spent for a lifetime of memories.

Join in with the rest of the DFC Trout Bums, on:

Wednesday, • April 13, 2016

Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Ever y true fisherman understands that the joy of fishing lies in its myster y.

Desert Fly Casters

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
• Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries
• Making fishing
approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment
• Promoting responsible
angling practices

7th Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference
April 21, 2016
9:00a.m. – 4:30p.m.

Arizona Game and Fish Department Headquarters
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ
Sponsored by AZGFD and AZ TU State Council
The conference is attended by those interested in meeting, networking, and
developing future plans to promote restoration and management of native and wild
coldwater fish species in Arizona and New Mexico. Over 100 individuals will be
attending the conference and will represent more than 35 agencies and
organizations involved in water conservation and management, trout recovery and
habitat enhancement.
Topics

CATCH US HERE:

• AZGFD Coldwater Fisheries Vision and Management Plan
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• Western Native Trout Initiative (WNTI) Programs
• Glen Canyon Dam: Long Term Experimental Management Plan
• Stream and Temperature Monitoring Networks
• Making Hatcheries Work for Native Trout - Mora National Fish Hatchery
• Wildfire Risk Assessments and Impacts
• Trout-In-the-Classroom Programs
• Conservation Awards for Distinguished Service
Lunch will be hosted by AZ Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation and AZ TU Council.
Special lodging rates available for reservations by April 6th at the Drury Inn
2335 W. Pinnacle Peak Road, Phoenix.
Call 1-800-325-0720 with group code 2271111.

Register by April 18, 2016
at www.az-tu.org

Additional information and/or questions, catch Joe Miller at: jam@prairietriz.com

RIO SALADO CASTING CLUB MEET-UP
(Note: April Meet-Up is at Phoenix Grenada Park)

Looking to improve your fly casting skills?
Desert Fly Casters (www.DesertFlyCasters.com) is partnering with the Rio Salado Casting Club
(RSCC) to host an ongoing series of free fly casting events, alternating between Gilbert’s McQueen Park and Phoenix’s Grenada Park. International Fly Fishing Federation (IFFF) Certified Fly
Casting Instructors will be on hand to work with casters of all skill levels—beginners, intermediate and advanced casters are all welcome to attend this informal casting meet-up.

R S CC

Accurate fly casting will greatly improve your angling ability, so don’t miss this opportunity to
work with the some of the best fly casting instructors in the valley.

Event highlights:

• Beginning casting instruction • Intermediate casting instruction
• Tournament casting instruction • Two-handed / Spey casting instruction

Date: Saturday • April 30, 2016

Event Time: 9am – noon | Event Cost: This is a free event
Location: Granada Park • 6505 N 20th St • Phoenix, AZ 85016

Items to bring:
Hat • Sunscreen • Drinking water • Fly rod/reel/line/leader
Event Host: Larry Allen, IFFF Master Casting Instructor • Contact Email: flatsman@cox.net
Please RSVP to flatsman@cox.net and include “RSCC Fly Casting” in the subject line.

• Sunglasses/eyeglasses •

Granada Park
6505 N 20th St
Phoenix, AZ 85016

"Fly-fishers are usually brain-workers in society. Along the banks of purling streams, beneath
the shadows of umbrageous trees, or in the secluded nooks of charming lakes, they have ever
been found, drinking deep of the invigorating forces of nature - giving rest and tone to
over-taxed brains and wearied nerves - while gracefully wielding the supple rod, the invisible
leader, and the fairy-like fly."
James A. Hensall, MD, 1855
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GO WHERE THE BIG FISH ARE!

Fly Fishing Tips
For Beginners
By Pearl O. Wisdum
Befriend a fish biologist.
Many have generators you
can fit on a small boat, so
you can send a powerful
current into the stream.
The stunned fish will float
to the surface. Tell your
friends you used an
upstream presentation.

Lake Trout Logic...
With planning, and
patience, you can take
deep-running lake trout
on light tackle.
FIRST- look for birds. A
gull or two on the water
may mean lake trout 100
feet below. SECOND- I’ve
found dozens of threeinch rainbow smelt in
very large fish, proving
you don’t need a big lure
with heavy flashers to
attract them. THIRD- trolling is the basic tactic. The
trick is to move slowly.
Laker trolling is a canoe
paddled slow. FOURTHThe best time to troll
this slowly is on a still
day, at dawn. FIFTH- Fish
deep. In most places at
times, lakers hold deep
up to 50 feet and beyond.
Use 6-pound line and a
rapidly sinking lure suggesting a minnow. Add
weight if necessary to
run deep. Run your lure
to bottom and raise it a
couple turns. Ease your
craft through the area
where the birds have
settled...keep your rod
and line perpendicular as
possible.
John Swinton, August 1990

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond,
"The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy", is
co-owner of Best
Hardware in Apache
Junction, AZ. He
is an enthusiastic,
caffeniated, fly
fisher in search of a
really good cookie.
His fly fishing stories
are published on
the web, in local
newspapers and
magazines. His
stories tangle family, friends, and fly
lines.

The Pictures tell the story. The sunset photo
is in el Golfo, Mexico north of Puerto Penasco, and south of Yuma, AZ. This is about a 6
hour drive from Mesa, AZ. I stayed in a trailer
park in el Golfo, which is less developed than
Puerto Penasco, fewer choices in hotels, cantinas, and many of the roads in town are still
sand just like Rocky Point used to be 20 years
ago.
If you stay in el Golfo fishing at the Cienega de Santa Clara is about one hour drive
time. The road is marked, but not very well.
You could do primitive camping at the lake,
you will not be able to purchase anything at
the lake.
The boat dock at the Cienega you could
launch a small boat, kayak, canoe, or a pontoon boat. I fished off the boat dock where I
hooked 3 carp they went through the under
pilings and broke me off. I managed to land
the Bass that I hooked from the dock.
We saw some LM Bass that would probably
go 24 inches, the largest one I landed was 22
inches, and we caught good numbers. We also
caught Blue Gil, and hooked Monster Carp.
Everything that we threw at them caught fish,
but my red tail wooly buggar was good to me.
I did catch fish on a Dahlberg Diver, Clouser
Minnow, and Gotcha pattern.
Quiet bays away from the boat dock produced well. The water is clear, and the Bass
were in and close to the cat tails. The Carp
would cruse the open water and feed on bugs
on the fine sandy bottom. If you had a boat
where you could stand and cast the Carp
would be lots of fun. My Gotcha pattern with
rubber legs was good for Carp.
The overview of the Cienega shows how
the cat tails line the entire lake. This is only a
small part of the three lakes.
Most fishers are targeting the Bass, but
don’t pass over the Carp they are a hoot!
Fluster Chuck! Why is it, just when a large
fish comes into casting range, we all create
the most perfect birds nest with our fly lines?

A Lesson on Trout

.... Gary Bedsworth

George Auguste Escoffier – 1846-1935, was a French Chef and culinary writer. He is credited as the
father of modern French cooking techniques. His book The “Le Guide Culinare, 1903, was translated
Gary and I had a
in the “Escoffier Cook Book” and is a great reference for all culinarians. Escoffier referenced Fish
chance to talk durand Seafood as follows: “In matters culinary, fish comprised not only the vertebrates of the sea and
ing our annual DFC
Banquet recently and I river, but also the edible crustaceans, mollusks, and terrapins, and turtles, and frogs.”
Escoffier presents 27 procedures for the preparation of salmon and 8 preparations for trout with
asked if there were fish
recipes that are a part a note that a large trout may be prepared using any of the salmon recipes. The majority of Escoffier
of history...a special
salmon and trout recipes poach or boil the fish in a court-bouillon, fish stock. He also notes in his
recipe that stood out. writings that “fresh water trout may be served fried or grilled, but neither suites them so well as a
Gary’s referencing was la meuniere, or au bleu” (Au bleu being live trout poached in a court-bouillon and sauced with Holone of the 1903 varilandaise or melted butter.)
ety- Fresh water trout.
Fast forward to 1960 and one of my resources from culinary school, “Modern French Culinary Art”
Hope you enjoy
a
translation
of “L’Art culinaire modern” by H.P.Pellaprate.
going back in time
“Fried
Trout”
– Truites á la Meniére. “Dip the cleaned and washed trout in salted milk, flour
here with Gary. And,
maybe I can make this them and fry them brown on both sides in butter. Dish up, sprinkle with lemon juice, sprinkle with
chopped parsley and pour brown butter over them.”
a regular small bit of
How simple can it be? Twenty other preparation are presented. Even the French can keep it
history an interesting
column for future DFC simple. The goal is maximum flavor.
newsletters.
Bon Appetit,
EDITORS NOTES:

R. McKeon, DFC Editor

Gary Bedsworth
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Membership Drive is on!

It’s time to renew your annual membership. Support our club activities for the next year for only $35. If you prefer a mailed
newsletter there is an additional cost of $10. As an incentive there will be a special 9 foot 8 weight 4 piece fly rod to be
raffled off at the April meeting. A Dave Weaver custom cork grip and a contemporary reel seat will catch your eye. This is a power
rod that you will allow you to cast 10-20 ft farther than you might normally cast. Renew in December - two tickets for the
raffle. Renew in January or later - one ticket for the raffle. You can renew at the December meeting or by mail at Desert
Fly Casters, PO Box 6404, Chandler, AZ 85246-6404. If you have any questions call me (Dave Weaver) at 480-495-2983 or
catch me at: dweaver16@cox.net.

DFC Outing with Joe Staller, Host...

Becker Lake • May 13-15, 2016

DON'T
MISS THIS
ANNUAL CL
UB
FAVORITE!

Our May outing will be at Becker Lake in the White Mountains near Springerville. We will be taking advantage of the fact that the White
Mountain Lake Foundation will be holding their “Becker Best” event on Saturday, May 14. WMLF will be hosting Duane Redford, noted fly
fishing speaker and author. Additionally, there will be a fishing merchandise raffle open to all, and a premium rod raffle open to active WMLF
members. And, perhaps best of all, WMLF will provide lunch to all attendees! WMLF and DFC have reserved a block of discounted rooms at
the Rode Inn Motel in Springerville. Anyone can call and ask for the "White Mountain Lakes Foundation" rate for this particular weekend.
Special room rates are as follows:
$81.00 for 1 person
$91.00 for 2 two people
Kids 12 and under stay free
http://www.rodeinnmotels.com/
Call 928-333-4365 to make your
reservations.
Members can also stay in private cabins, or camp in any of the campgrounds.

Besides Becker Lake, attendees may want to check out Sunrise, Big Lake, Crescent, Carnero or other
lakes. There are also several small streams near-by, both on and off the reservation. In general, you
will want to bring your 4-6 weight rods, floating, intermediate and sinking lines, 9 foot leaders with
4X, 5X, and 6X tippet, and a collection of standard trout flies such as Simi-seal leeches, midges,
hoppers, eggs, and callibaetis. You may have your best luck at Becker Lake by soaking size 16-18
zebra midges right above the bottom in 18-20 feet of water, utilizing a break away strike indicator.
You will obviously need a float tube or pontoon boat for this technique, but lots of fish are caught
by waders throwing dry/dropper rigs near the launch ramp.
Need more info? Contact your trip host Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com.
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Upcoming Educational DFC events
Intermediate Fly tying

This class will be held at McQueen Activity center starting at 6:30 ending at 8:30 and is the 4th Wednesday of the month. The
classes will be held there through May. • This class is open to all DFC members and no cost.
Please see the targeted flies submitted by Bob Harrison.

Catch- Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.com -or- 480-735-9743

Streamside Casting Clinic • Saturday, April 16, 2016

This event will be hands on educational event at the Salt River and a no cost event with food provided for DFC member. Anglers
will learn how to read the water and be shown basic techniques to fish moving water. Club rods will be available upon request.
Hopefully a few fish will be caught. Tonto Passes and fishing licenses will be required.

Date: April 16th (Saturday) • Time: 8am to 10:30 with Lunch following • Location: Downstream parking area at Blue Point Bridge

RSVP PLEASE to Tom Horvath mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com -or- 602.768.7280

Tying Wet Flies... Heavy Thoughts
....thoughts from Eric Larsen’s Workbench

EDITOR'S NOTES...
This is a reprint of an article that
appeared in our April 2004 DFC
newsletter by my good friend and
board member ('04), Eric Larsen.
After a few years away from us crazies, there has been a sighting of
Eric at some of our monthly meetings. Eric was a contributor to our
monthly Fly Tying Corner while on
the board. A true gentleman to all
of us Trout Bums!
See you at the next meeting, Eric...
R.McKeon, Editor

If I want to get the fly a little deeper, I can put a light BB weight
on the leader or I even had heard of people of thread- ing a brass
or copper bead through the tippet so it’s next to the fly head.
The flies I use for fishing lakes are generally not weighted unless
the fly is intended to be on the bottom. I tie bead-head flies often
so the fly will zigzag up and down when doing a slow retrieval.
The same can be done without bead heads by wrapping a small
amount of weight in the fly thorax when tying the fly (some people don’t like bead head flies). When fishing trout lakes, the first
step is to find the depth of where the fish are holding. There are a
variety of ways to get the fly to different depths by putting weight
on the leader, sink tip lines and/or various sinking lines. I like the
fly to “drift” at the level where my line is at and for this reason I
typically don’t weight the flies that I fish in a lake.
Some tyers are very organized at being able to distinguish between weighted flies and their unweighted flies. Some will use
different color thread, different kind of hooks....whatever the
imagination can conger up. When I sit down to tie flies, I rarely
make the conscious decision that I’m going to tie weight- ed flies
(unless it’s a bottom pattern). I therefore don’t know whether a
fly is weighted or not when I tie it on the tippet. I can usually tell
though by how the fly “behaves” in the water. Since most of the
fishing I do is on trout lakes and small streams, proba- bly 80% of
the wet flies I use are not weighted unless it is obvious (like a glass
or metal bead).
Next time you sit down to tie up some flies or even go to the fly
shop to buy some flies, you might give some thought to what kind
of fishing you plan do. I don’t think this is a super critical consideration as to whether or not you will catch fish. There are a lot of
other variables that will influence the outcome on that.

Instead of the Fly of the Month this month, I thought I would
share some...heavy thoughts. A “good fly” is a combination of a
good pattern and presentation. When it comes to dry fly fishing
over some very picky trout, presentation might be more important than matching the right hatch. The process of fishing a wet fly
we don’t often get to see the presentation as with dry fly fishing.
The question starts coming to mind should we put weight (wrap
or lash lead or non-lead) on the hook?
When I first started tying flies, I thought it was like baking a
cake. If you follow the recipe exactly, the fly ought to catch fish. I
have since found that if you don’t have the exact materials substitutes can work out fine. The presentation part, I think, is a matter
if the fly is being fished in moving water (river or stream) or a lake.
Many of the larger rivers that a have a fairly strong current like
Lee’s Ferry, Green River, and the Madison, a weighted fly is pretty
important to get the fly down quickly enough to the fish. Wet flies
(nymphs and streamers) are often fished with a floating line with
a strike indicator, cast up stream and set the hook if the strike indicator pauses for even a moment.
Small streams like the ones we have in Arizona can be a challenge. I’m one of those folks who don’t have a closet full fly rods. I
use my 9 foot 5 weight regardless of the water I’m fishing. I know it
is recommended to cast upstream to get a dead drift on the fly, for
small streams I’ll often drift the fly down- stream into water that I
think is hold- ing trout. With the downstream drift, I spend more
time with the fly in the water than in the bushes. The fly in these
circumstances is better not to be weighted because it will hang up
on the bottom before it gets to where the fish are. Also, the fly will Catch Eric Larsen at: emlarsen@cox.net
often sway in the current in such a way to get a trout’s attention.

Tiger Trout
stockings in
Arizona

Most of you are aware the AZG&F are planning on stocking tiger trout in our waters.
Contrary to what Dick Brooks or Tom Horvath might tell you, a tiger trout is NOT a
cross between an actual tiger and a trout. They do not leap out of trees, nor will they attack you in the water and drag you under!
A tiger trout is a sterile hybrid of a female brown trout and a male brook trout. This
can occasionally (but rarely) occur in nature when brooks and browns share a common
spawning ground, but mostly occurs in the environs of a hatchery. The “tiger” moniker
comes from the pronounced vermiculations, which look like the stripes of a tiger. Fisherman tend to love them because they grow quickly, and aggressively attack streamers. Fish
and game departments love them because they are a control against “rough” fish, and
there is no risk of these fish breeding and taking over a fishery.
Anyhow, we have just learned about the stocking schedule:
The first Becker and Carnero stockings will be on May 4, Willow Springs on May 20 ,
Woods Canyon on May 18.
Go out there and be the first kid on your block to catch one of these in Arizona
Joe Staller Outings Chair • joseph.staller@freescale.com
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Additional information and/or questions...Catch Joe Staller, Host, at: joestaller@yahoo.com -or- 602-568-9431
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Most of my fishing is done by reading books....
We all have in our collection of fishing gear- landing nets, a must wherever we fish. There's always the neat new net we see
at our annual banquet each year- beautifully crafted, a little different shape other than the normal tear drop image...exotic
woods with inlays of other exotic woods...a snap thingamajig on the end of the handle for quick access from the zinger thingamajig attached to the back of your multi pocketed vest...and, yes, a net material proven to be easier on the fish when landing
such a catch. So we drop a few tickets in a bucket hoping to win this hand crafted beauty. Alas- ticket drawn and you ARE the
new owner of this prized item. Admired by your fishing buddies at the table- sneered by your wife sitting next to you as she
rolls her eyes with the look on her face of...just what you need- another net!
Ahhh, now come to think of it I've got a collection of just what I need another net, too. I've had in my possession, one of 2
fishing nets from my uncle and grandfather- circa 1940. These are squirreled away in the garage out of sight of my wife. (This
is important for the reader here to know...shhhhh.) On one crafted keepsake is printed: No. 10 NEVERSINK on the handle along
with a neat hole drilled at the end of the handle to hold a long rubber cord I can sling around my neck, ready for action at my
side. The netting material is still in great condition, soft from use and age. The last trout I netted, wasn't interested in how soft
the material was, just had this bamboozle look in its eyes as if to say he made a bad choice while going about his normal run
during dinner hour just off that last little riffle.
I love nets- the woods used. I love violins, guitars- for the woods used- the work that is expressed by the individual craftsman involved is much admired.
Here we see an article from the late 1800’s, a functional item to be used. This is an interesting item found in this old magazine, mainly because the gaff was still in use by many fishermen. This new landing net design would provid the fisherman with
a better tool to bring in his catch near stream side with no harm to the fish. This was one of many crafted projects you made
for yourself back then- sans banquet and raffles.
Bob McKeon, DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, Head Wrangler of Stuff, Stay at Home Fly Fisherman
and Certified Lawn Tosser of Rods an' things. - Questions/Comments? Catch me at: rmckeon2@cox.net

New Landing Net

The Field Quarterly Magazine & Review • February 1871

Author Unknown

New Landing Net- Trim straight pole l in. thick of hazel, male
bamboo, or ash (sapling or wood) split saw evenly 20 in. of the
small end, having previously adjusted a ring or ferrule, or few turns
of cord, to arrest the splitting. Open the branches, and secure them
apart by cross bar of 4 in., let into small holes (mortise and tenon
wise) in the branches 8 in. from the fork, so that the ends of the
branches are about lO in. apart. Between these ends secure string,
and upon this string, the two branches, and the crossbar (instead
of the usual hoop), hang the net. The advantages of this contrivance are: 1)- A fish not startled by it; he observes the horns, and
avoids the dilemma by quietly entering the net. 2)- When two fish
are hooked at the same cast, the yielding and elastic cross-string
enables one to play the further fish after netting the nearer one
whereas, with the unyielding hoop of the ordinary not almost impossible to drag to land the further fish, one's tackle be fine. 3)It may be improvised (excepting of course the net-work) by the
river side, or out of a walking stick or may be finished in a variety

DFC April Outing(s) 2016:
Seneca Lake, April 23.

of ways in a portable form the ferrule, which prevents the splitting, may be made to slide (as on an umbrella), so as to secure the
branches tight together.
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Seneca Lake is a 27 acre lake on the San Carlos Indian Reservation off of HWY 60 just before the Salt River Canyon. Seneca Lake holds
stocked trout, bluegill, bass, green sunfish, redear sunfish and rock bass. It is best fished from a float tube or a kick boat. You will need
to buy a San Carlos fishing permit and an annual habitat stamp—both are available in Globe at Express Stop (928/425-3911),or the Circle
K (928/425-5952) They can also be picked up locally at Tempe Marine in Mesa (480/782-6813) Please contact Joe Staller at joestaller@
yahoo.com for more info or to sign up for the trip.
Upper Lake Mary for Pike. Bonus April trip! In most years, pike will come into the inlet end of Upper Lake Mary and be available to
wade fisherman throwing large flies. The timing of this event varies a bit year to year, depending on the weather, run off, water temperatures, turbidity, and which side of the bed the fishing gods got up on. The plan is for select, dedicated members of DFC to pre-fish until
pike are found, then send out a note to those on the list to come up the next weekend. Please contact Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.

com for more info, or to get on the sign-up sheet for notification.
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Desert Fly Caster’s Conservation Committee Update – April 2016
Lees Ferry Rainbow Trout Fishery
The COMMENT PERIOD for the Department of the Interior / Bureau of Reclamation / National Park Service Environmental
Impact Statement (LTEMP DEIS) for the long term operation of Glen Canyon Dam has been extended one month to Monday
May 9, 2016 due to pressure from many organizations. The Arizona Trout Unlimited and International Federation of Fly Fishers
sponsored recreational angling representatives on the DOI Adaptive Management Group have continued to organize comments
on the Draft EIS to make it more Rainbow Trout Fishery friendly, both as letters for groups and organizations and as a petition for
individuals to sign. The Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (TRCP) has provided invaluable assistance in this work.
The main issues, points and recommendations the angling group has identified are that the Bureau of Reclamation and National
Park Service should incorporate the following recommendations into the final Glen Canyon Dam Long Term Experimental and
Management Plan (LTEMP) EIS:
Explicitly recognize the Lees Ferry Rainbow Trout fishery as a priority resource “value” for which Glen Canyon
Dam should be operated consistent with the Grand Canyon Protection Act.
Incorporate the goals and objectives of the AZGFD Fishery Management Plan for the Lees Ferry Trout Fishery as
stated goals and objectives of the LTEMP.
Fully consider the impacts of repeated fall high flow experiments on the aquatic food base, rainbow trout, and
invasive species in Glen and Marble Canyons.
Provide more emphasis on conducting high flow experiments in the spring to benefit a variety of resources besides
sediment/sandbars including the aquatic food base, native fish, rainbow trout and riparian vegetation.
Test the use of sustained low steady flows (also known as “bug flows”) to increase the production and diversity of
the aquatic insects in the Colorado River below Glen Canyon Dam.
Test the use of Trout Management Flows (TMF) only when there is an identified need to reduce the number of
young of the year rainbow trout in Lee Ferry.
An AZGFD hosted mid-March Marble Canyon meeting with many of the guides at Lees Ferry confirmed these are key points on
which to seek correction and emphasis in the DEIS. Lees Ferry NEEDS our HELP! A number of sporting organizations and fly
fishing clubs throughout Arizona and the region are already in agreement with these comments, and have confirmed their previous support of the "Lees Ferry Recreational Fishery Management Recommendations" issued last summer.
Joe Miller will have copies of the proposed petition for individual signature and the draft comments letter at the next DFC meeting of Trout Bums on Wednesday April 13th, and will request full DFC Board approval of the comments letter at the April 20th
DFC Board meeting. See Joe at the meeting on the 13th to get your “2 Cents Worth” into the mix, and help restore the Rainbow
Trout Fishery at Lees Ferry!!!!!

Forest Restoration Efforts
A number of National Forest Restoration efforts in the Coconino, Tonto, and Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests that will affect
many of our favorite fishing streams and lakes are underway. All these efforts require and are covered by a number of Environmental Impact Statements. These include the “Rim Country” 2nd Four Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI) EIS that will cover
almost all of the Mogollon Rim area across the state (see Genty Smith’s recent Southwest Fly Fishing Magazine (SWFF) article on
the Mogollon Rim Streams, and the one on the Rim lakes that is coming soon), The Cragin Watershed Protection Plan (CWPP)
EIS around the Blue Ridge Reservoir and including East Clear Creek in the CNF, and the “Wallow West Landscape Prescribed
Fire Project” EIS for the ASNF around Big Lake and including the West Fork of the Black River (See Gentry’s SWFF article from
last summer on the West Fork Black River). Input into these EIS efforts to ensure that fish, fishing conditions, and stream and
riparian conditions are maintained and enhanced is a never ending on-going process. Comments have already been submitted
on a number of these projects, and results will be reported in future newsletters.
One interesting possibility for project work is the effort already underway in the ASNF to expand Stream Temperature Monitoring activities in the White Mountains, and to do plantings along streams to help reduce stream temperatures. All these efforts
may provide opportunities for volunteer “labor” later this spring / summer to help get the work done. Discussions with ASNF are
underway, and we’ll let you know more soon.

Tiger Trout Stockings
The AZGFD’s Tiger Trout Stockings will start in April and May, with lead stockings set for Becker and Carnero lakes in the White
Mountains, and for several of the Rim Lakes!!!!
We’re all looking forward to the first, and hopefully continued, catches of these fish. Take Pictures!, and send in Reports to the
DFC Newsletter!!!!!

For more information on any of these conservation efforts, catch Trout Bum Joe Miller at jam@prairietriz.com.
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OUTINGS- 2016
APRIL OUTING

Seneca Lake • April 23, 2016

+PLUS+ Upper Lake Mary for Pike

Catch: Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com for more info

MAY OUTING

White Mountains, Becker Lake • May 13-15, 2016

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Catch: Gentry Smith at design@gentrysmith.com for more information.
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White Mountains Extravaganza - Big Lake

JUNE OUTING

Thursday-Sunday • June 9-12, 2016

Catch: Joe Staller, Host, at joestaller@yahoo.com for more info

Website Administrator
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"My biggest fear when I die is that my wife will sell my fly
fishing gear for what I told her I paid for it!"
Credit DFC Trout Bum, Jerry Reichman, for this last cast.
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