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May you feel the handle as the rod bows,
the line tightens and your net fills with another memory...
Best of fly fishing to all our Desert Fly Casters
and their Trout Bum friends for 2016.
Best Wishes- DFC Board of Directors

Adventures begin with close friends, a trunk full of fishing gear, and laughter.

Desert Fly Casters

President's Drift

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
• Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

Joe Staller • December 2015

I hope you were able to make one or two of our fall outings. Vince Deadmond did another great
job of hosting our classic fall trip to Rocky Point. On the first morning, the club went to the
second estuary, but the winds were a little too brisk for launching the kick boats and most of us
elected to fish from shore. I had the chance to reacquaint myself with the joys of casting into a
stiff cross wind, and after I beaned myself with the size 2 Clouser a couple of times (apparently,
once was not enough!) I remembered to turn around and deliver the flies with my back cast
(thus keeping the flies downwind of me.) It worked well enough to hook three nice corvina,
even though I only managed to get one landed. I did much better the second day, since the
winds were a little lower and we could get the kick boats out. Besides the fabulous fishing, Chef
Gary out did himself with his rendition of Dutch oven beef bourguignon, and we also had a great dinner and raffle
Saturday night at El Capitain above the old town.

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries
• Making fishing
approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment
• Promoting responsible
angling practices
CATCH US HERE:
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A few weeks after the Rocky Point trip, we had our club outing to Becker Lake. The attendance was a little lower than
expected, but those who showed up got into some nice trout (see the picture of trip host Gentry Smith with a 20”+
rainbow, one of several that size landed by club members.) Several members also ran over to Silver Creek, and got into
some of the big rainbows and Apaches that have been stocked there. The club hosted a dinner at the hotel Friday
night, and everyone seemed to enjoy the Italian fare and the camaraderie. The trip was also perfectly timed: as we
were packing up Sunday morning to head out, the rain (which later turned to snow) was starting up.
Looking ahead, we are starting our efforts for the February 2016 annual banquet. I know that seems far away, but
we need to start now to pull off this event. We have reserved the Knights of Columbus Hall in Chandler (same venue
as the past several years) and we are starting to ask for donations to the raffle. Please consider donating new or very
lightly used items to the club for this raffle; ask your favorite restaurant or business if they would consider donating
a gift certificate etc. This is our only major fund raiser of the year, and we will need your help to make it a success.
As the year wraps up, I’m already starting to look forward to 2016. DFC has some
great education events planned, with a strengthened focus on fly tying and casting, as well as the very popular rod building classes hosted by Dave Weaver. We
are also laying out plans for one of our strongest ever suite of speakers for our
monthly meetings, and we are also working on some great outings. Besides out
classic outings like Rocky Point and the June White Mountains Extravaganza, we
plan on having outings for pike, bass, bluegill, and our local canal carp. Something for everyone!
Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at night. Those mice are
sneaky. Very sneaky.
JOE

DECEMBER DFC CLUB MEETING...
December's speaker will be our own
Trout Bum, STEVE BERRY giving us his tips
on winter fishing.
Join in with the rest of the
DFC Trout Bums, on
Wednesday, • December 9, 2015.
Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

FLY TYING CORNER

I am back (in Arizona). Fly Tying corner is back but still not planning to hold sessions until January. Holidays tend to get in the way.
Although, I night be persuaded to show up at Bass Pro to tie on a night or two before the January get together. Call or email if you
are interested in meeting for short session. Be warned, you may have to endure stories on pet fish in back yard.

If you have questions you can contact me by email (harrn7963@aol.com) or phone 480-735-9743
DECEMBER FLIES
Layered Buck tail

Fire Starter

Hook: Streamer hook – 6 to 10
Thread: Clear mono
Body: Buck tail – colors to layer
Eyes: Plastic Doll Eyes or use fabric paints
Tie the bundles on a sewing needle in advance of
layering on the hook. Coat the bundles with nail
polish or head cement (lightly)
UV glue may be helpful to get bundles and eyes to
stay in place .

Hook: Mustad 3366 size 1 - 4
Thread: Heavy – 3/0
Eyes: 4mm silver holographic
Body: Pearl Mylar tubing
Rib: None
Wing: Barred Zonker strip
Cheeks: Jungle Cock (Optional)
Head: Epoxy over eyes
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Rio
Salado Casting Club Meet-Up
-

Looking to improve your fly casting skills?
Desert Fly Casters (www.DesertFlyCasters.com) is partnering with the Rio Salado
Casting Club (RSCC) to host an ongoing series of free fly casting events at Gilbert’s
McQueen Park. International Fly Fishing Federation (IFFF) Certified Fly Casting Instructors will be on hand to work with casters of all skill levels—beginners, intermediate and advanced casters are all welcome to attend this informal casting meetup.
Accurate fly casting will greatly improve your angling ability, so don’t miss this opportunity to work with the some of the best fly casting instructors in the valley.

Event highlights:

• Beginning casting instruction • Intermediate casting instruction • Tournament casting instruction • Two-handed / Spey casting instruction
Next event Date: Saturday • December 19, 2015

Event Time: 9am – noon | Event Cost: This is a free event
Event Location: McQueen Park Recreation Field (Located on the east side of McQueen Road, between Elliott and
Guadalupe)

Items to bring:

• Sunglasses/eyeglasses •

Hat

•

Sunscreen

•

Drinking water • Fly rod/reel/line/leader

Event Host: Larry Allen, IFFF Master Casting Instructor

•

Contact Email: flatsman@cox.net

Membership Drive begins for 2016
Membership Drive begins this month!

It’s time to renew your annual membership. Support our club activities for the next year for only
$35. If you prefer a mailed newsletter there is an additional cost of $10. As an incentive there will
be a special 9 foot 8 weight 4 piece fly rod to be raffled off at the April meeting. A Dave Weaver
custom cork grip and a contemporary reel seat will catch your eye. This is a power rod that you will allow you to cast 10-20 ft farther than you might normally cast. Renew in December - two tickets for
the raffle. Renew in January or later - one ticket for the raffle. You can renew at the December
meeting or by mail at Desert Fly Casters, PO Box 6404, Chandler, AZ 85246-6404. If you have any
questions call me (Dave Weaver) at 480-495-2983 or catch me at: dweaver16@cox.net.
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Beginning
Fly Tying Classes
starting...
in January

It is time for another beginning tying class. We hold a class at least once a
year – more often if there is enough interest. The dates for the next class

are Tuesday and Thursday nights of January 19th through the 28th
from 6:30pm to 8:30 pm.

The Location is: McQueen Community Center. Address is: 510 N. Horne St. Gilbert, AZ 85233
The class is structured to teach the basics of fly tying that allow you to tie almost any fly you find in
a book or magazine (well maybe not Atlantic Salmon flies). We will cover tools, materials and tying
methods. You will tie 8 different patterns starting with the Wooly bugger and ending with Elk Hair
Caddis and Adams with a variety of nymphs in between.
COST: There is no cost to members. For non-members $35 will get you into the class and membership
for 2016. Please note, there will be a deposit to borrow equipment. You can bring your tools or the
club will check a set out to you for the duration of the class.
Please sign up at the meeting or call to get on the list. This allows us make sure to have enough
copies of handouts and tools. The club will provide material for flies tied during the class. Bring your
equipment or the club will check a set out to use and take home during the class. Best of all it is free
to members.
For those interested, sign-up at the meeting or contact Tom at 602.768.7280. If you can’t make this
dates let us know, we will arrange a class any time there are 3 or more interested people and can
agree on common schedule.
I look forward to the 4 classes and the joy that beginning fly tying brings to those who catch their
first fish on a fly that they have tied.
Tom Horvath
Tom Horvath <mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com>
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CARPE DIEM....

Seise the day, and go fly fish for Carp! With the DFC Carp outing coming up in De-

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond,
"The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy", is
co-owner of Best
Hardware in Apache
Junction, AZ. He
is an enthusiastic,
caffeniated, fly
fisher in search of a
really good cookie.
His fly fishing stories
are published on
the web, in local
newspapers and
magazines. His
stories tangle family, friends, and fly
lines.

cember I have felt a since of urgency to improve my own Carp catching. Most of the gear you
already own, (a 5 or 6 weight rod with a weight forward floating line will get you started) you
probably have some flies that will work, but you could improve your chances with some local
patterns. Expect more refusals from these fish, most of them are not good candidates to eat
your fly. You will become more selective as you have more time on the water and learn which
fish to cast to. One key piece of equipment is good polarized sun glasses.
One of the great things about Carp fly fishing is that you can go today, you don’t need to
plan a time consuming trip, Carp are within reach, you can go fish for an hour or two, and
be home for other chores. You have time to fish for Carp. Where? There is probably a canal,
pond, or lake in your neighborhood that has Carp. ASU Research Park east side, Crystal Gardens west side, many of the city park ponds, and miles of canals are close to your home. If you
fish the canals you will want a long handle (6 foot) landing net. I usually don’t use a stripping
basket, but find it quite useful for fishing Crystal Gardens.
We have White Amur, Common Carp, Koi, Mirror Carp, and Fan Tail in the neighborhood.
There are some differences in eating habits of the different Carp. The best candidates in the
Grass Carp family are the ones that are feeding on algae along the sides of the canal. If I land a
green beetle or grass hopper close to a feeding Grass Carp I have a shot at getting them to eat.
I have also cast over a shopping cart that was burred in the canal, close to the edge and got one
to eat that was resting out of the current. So, fishing structure is still important. Fish that are
sunning are not the best candidates. If a single or even a pod of fish is moving quickly don’t
waste a cast. A pod of fish that are slow moving, and coming towards me, are good candidates.
If they are on the bottom and seem to be vacuuming even better. If you find Common Carp,
Mirror Carp, or Koi with their heads down, and tails up with mud coming up around them
this is the perfect fish to cast something to the bottom and in front of them.
Conditions change and where you fish will make you aware that you never have enough
flies. You will want unweighted flies like egg patterns, hare’s ears, buggers, beetles, and perhaps a bread crust, Cheetos, or pellet fly would be useful. I have done well with medium
weighted flies, the ones tied with light bead chain eyes and again look like a nymph or some
type of bug. Some bonefish flies will work, I also tie some of my Carp flies on a jig hook so
that it rides hook up. Finally heavy eyed flies to get down deep and fast for fish that are mudding in 4 or 5 feet of water. Carp are tricky and a lot more difficult to catch than stocker Trout.
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DFC Carp Outing Notebook:
The Winter DFC Carp Outing will be Saturday December 12 at Crystal Gardens in Avondale, AZ. If you want
breakfast meet at the Village Inn in the Gateway Pavilions just off of 99th Ave and McDowell Rd 8 AM. If you
want to skip breakfast meet in the Village Inn parking lot
9 AM. We will pick fishing partners and assign lakes to
start. Crystal Gardens are a series of over 20 lakes. The
larger ones usually take me about an hour to walk around
while stalking fish. This is a residential area and has NO
RESTROOMS. Closest facilities are the commercial businesses on 99th Ave. The exit for Crystal Gardens is 99th
Ave the 107th Ave exit is under construction. Take McDowell west until you come to 107th Ave then head north
stay on Crystal Gardens Parkway. I would recommend
parking at the city building on your right as you enter
the area, or on Encanto which has a small park and one
of the lakes.
I would like this event to be educational and not competitive. My plan is to pair fishers that have Carp experience with those who have little or no experience catching
Carp. Lessons to be learned: We all need to cast better,
not all fish are good candidates to take our fly. I would
like the teams to locate feeding fish and cast to good candidates. I would like for the teams to fish for 2 hours then
regroup, we may change partners, lakes, fly patterns, and
make an effort to get everyone to hook a Carp. Around
12:30-1PM we will head to the Native New Yorker for
lunch and fish stories.
Appropriate gear: 5-6 weight fly rods if you are used to
handling large heavy fish with light gear. If you would feel
more comfortable with an 8 weight bring it along. For a
leader I start with a 24 inch butt section of 20# then add
a 36 inch piece of 6#.
Useful fly patterns: Foam beetles, egg patterns, Semi
Seal Leech, Hare’s Ear Nymph, Copper John, Clouser, and
Gotcha’.
Necessary accessories: Comfortable shoes, you won’t
be wading, but you will need to walk and stalk feeding
fish. The path around the lakes is a clay sand mix that is
hard on fly lines, I recommend a stripping basket or keep
the loose coils of line in your hand. Polarized sun glasses
are a necessity. The usual sun screen, hat, rain gear, and
drinking water should round out your preparations for
this outing.
Vince Deadmond “The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy” can
be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache
Junction, AZ, vince@ajbest.com and at 480 982 7461.

Desert Fly Casters

Most of my fishing is done by reading books....

Our recent club meeting featured a wonderful presentation of Still-Water fishing by Ernie Gulley. His presentation was set with
visuals that held my attention- I love good graphics. A few of Mr. Gulleys, visual graphics, stuck in my mind and I couldn't help
thinking of digging into some old writings and going back in time with some pages from a book by, Francis Francis, “Book On
Angling,” (1876) • Chapter 1- Bottom Fishing- Pond Fishing.
As I read the small few paragraphs on this subject along with the plate visual, I did notice a familiarity setting up of the 3 hooks to be
fished at certain depths along with a bobber- comparable in what we practice today using 3 flies and an indicator. In the late 1870's the
trouter fished from the banks or a favotite was a fisherman's punt, a simple wooden craft of the day.
Travel if I may to another time and place.....back when the communication and instruction was set in the written pages....
Bob McKeon, DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, Head Wrangler of Stuff, Stay at Home Fly Fisherman. • Questions/Comments? Catch me at: rmckeon2@cox.net

POND FISHING

Plate II, Fig 2

Book On Angling • by Francis Francis (1876)

STILL-WATER or POND-FISHING may be practiced under various circumstances, and the tackle used must depend upon the fish to be fished for. The fish
which usually frequent pools are roach, perch, carp, tench, bream, eels, and
jack. The tackle, as we have said, must depend much upon circumstances: such
as whether the pond be shallow or deep, clear or muddy, much fished, or the
reverse, and also upon the kind of fish the angler is going after. If he be not
particular, as few young anglers are, we recommend to him a bait and tackle
which will take all pond fish, and even the jack himself at times.
Let him employ a good long bamboo rod, not beyond his strength. It, as big
fish are capricious, and sometimes will prefer the clumsy bait of the tyro to the
neat and trimly impaled worm of Mr. Professor himself ; a gut bottom of not
less than two yards; a light cork float (Plate II, Fig. 2, p. 49) carrying four or five
No. 1 shot, the last of which should be a good foot from the hook; his hook
should be upon rather finer gut than the line, and the best general size he will
find to be about No. 6, 7, or 8, it does not matter a great deal which. If there be
many roach in the pond, and he desires to take them chiefly, perhaps the latter
size. If carp, tench, and perch, then the former is best.
Let him plumb the depth accurately, and having fixed upon a nice spot, near
weeds, but quite clear of them at the bottom, let him fix his float so that the
bait may just touch the bottom, not swim in midwater. His hook should then
be baited with a well-scoured red worm, and having thrown in a dozen or so of
bits of broken worm round about the spot he is going to fish, let him drop his
bait in softly, and having stuck a forked stick into the bank for his rod to rest
on,* let him lay his rod down, and keep out of sight, until he has a bite. Pondfish always bite slowly, and before they move away with the bait give ample
time to the angler to reach his rod and take it up.
While his rod is, as it were, fishing for itself, he will do well to look out for
another spot near his own ground, to which, by casting in a few odd broken
worms or gentles from time to time, he can allure the fish, so that when he is
tired of his present pitch, he can go to another already baited. Thus he will lose
no time in his fishing, and will be enabled, by working from spot to spot like
this, to fish over a good deal of the ground advantageously.
The above is the best general plan for the young angler to adopt. If, however, he intends angling for any particular fish, he will find
the method of doing so described under its special head in another part of this chapter.

* If it be necessary for his rod to extend over the pond, by resting the part in front of the reel on the fork, and by pressing the part behind the reel down by means of
a hooked stick forced into the ground, the rod can be kept in position and out of the water easily. F. F
FRANCIS, FRANCIS (1822–1886)- Editor, Writer, Angler

A quick look of Francis's application of photography in the fly fishing journals of the day. (R.McKeon, DFC Editor)

Francis was best acknowleged as angling editor of The Field and one of the best connected men in field sports, nothing could be
taken for granted any more. Photography was becoming more and more popular and artists were facing the total loss of the motherlode they had worked for centuries, scenes drawn from life. Where once editorial routine was to glance at a few preliminary sketches
as the first stage in the commissioning of one artist to draw three men in a punt, before going to the trouble and expense of having
another engrave it, now he could snap his fingers and get a photographer to do the same job at a fraction of the cost. On top of that,
the photographer, being a technician, could be told what to do and would probably expose several other plates at the same time,
giving the editor a choice of finished views and maybe some pictures which could be used elsewhere. Artists began a long retrenchment into other
fields and although there was still plenty of work around, after the last quarter of the nineteenth century you rarely see full-page plates in angling
books and if you do, it is because the book has notions of art. Illustration was finding another meaning and engravings from the early twentieth century tell a very different story to images that were cut even a couple of generations before. Francis, at the time one of the best-loved men in angling
and an all-rounder who rubbed shoulders with the rich but wasn’t above learning from the poor, found himself at The Field at a time when everything
was changing. The railway had rewritten the definition of distance, leisure had been invented and fishing had never been more popular, but a new
class of angling technocrat was throwing out the old methods wholesale. By a delicious freak of chance, almost the same moment, wood engraving,
which had seen a rapid rise in popularity during the nineteenth century, simultaneously reached perfection and became old-fashioned, swept away
by the invention of the photo-mechanical reproduction. The fabulous engravings Francis used to illustrate his lush 1878 work on field sports, Sporting
Sketches, show anglers belonging to the last generation to avoid the unblinking eye of the camera.

•

•
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Mental Wanderings of a Troubled Mind... Fly Reels

by
Carl
Ruterford

Questions?
Catch me, Carl at:
carlruthe@gmail.com

Are fly reels important? Aren’t reels just a place to hold
your line? After all, don’t you just strip your line in when
bringing the fish in? So why spend much money on them?
Why not get the cheapest reel that will reel your line in?
Good questions Grasshopper, but there are more things
to consider. How about that 20 inch Brown that just hit your
fly tied to a 6x tippet? What about that 25 inch Rainbow on
Silver Creek that’s running for the next county on your 5x
tippet? Insert your own story here.
So there are times when you need a decent reel that has
a good smooth drag system. How do you know where you
need a good reel and when you don’t? Generally, when you
expect to catch large fighting fish using low poundage tippet you would want to have a good reel. But for the other
places, you have to think a little bit more. At Rocky Point,
you are using a hefty size tippet. But you still occasionally
need to put that fish on the reel. That Tiger Muskie needs
to be put on the reel. How about at Big Lake? There are too
many places to consider. But, suffice it to say, you need to
consider what kind of fish you are likely to catch and what
size tippet you are using. One of the most enjoyable parts of
fishing for me is being forced to let the fish run.
How do you know what reel to buy? There are many
brands of reels out there. Some of the better-known names
are Ross, Lamson, Orvis, Galvin, Sage, Pflueger, Hardy and
Tibor. There are many lesser-known brands of reels including the store brands sold by the big box stores. Most all
brands have more than one model of reel, priced according
to the model’s quality (?).
The first place I would start is someone you personally
know and trust that is an experienced fly fisher-person. Our
club has many experienced people that could help you. You
might be able to borrow the reel before you buy it . Or you
can go online and read the reel reviews. If you trust someone at a local shop, you can ask them. If you have unlimited
resources, just pick one of the better name brands and buy
their best model. Most of us don’t have the money to buy
the best, so we have to do our homework. Also, spools are
good things. Consider getting one or two with your reel so
you can use that good reel in more situations without much
more cost.
Now where should you buy this reel? You have several
choices: big box stores, Orvis, Desert Sportsman, or on the
internet. You might avoid sales tax if you order online. If
you buy it at a local store, you can see it and hold it before
you buy it. You can also immediately have its use. Stores
have good selections but nothing like you have online.
Many brand name reels do not allow retailers to discount
their reels. However, I have found online, that places will
throw in a free item if you buy from them. I purchased a
Galvin Torque this summer (everyone had the same price)
and got a choice of quality fly lines thrown in. I picked up
a nice Airflow line. You may buy brand name reels or the
store brand reels from the big box stores.
One of the things to consider before purchasing your reel
is the store’s/brand’s policies’ on repairs. If you buy a store’s
brand from a big box store, you should find out what their
repair policy is. If you buy a brand name reel from a big
box store, Dessert Sportsman, or most of the online stores,
they will tell you to deal with the name brand via phone or
email to get it repaired. Orvis will take your reel and send it
in for repair or replace it. Orvis and other brand name reel
companies have changed their return, repair, replacement
policies recently, so find out before buying. There are independent reel repair shops around but I have not used one
and haven’t heard any reports, good or bad.

Good reels do go bad. A few years ago, I had a nice fish
on the line on the San Juan. It was taking a lot of my line.
The guide told me to tighten the drag. So I slowly tightened
it and my line snapped. The drag system had broken down.
This was a top of the line Lamson reel that my son gave to
me fifteen years ago. Lamson repaired my reel for $20 for
postage.
Another time I had recently purchased an Orvis reel.
After six months, it started ‘singing’ when line was stripped
out of it. I took it into the Scottsdale store to have it repaired. I was told it would cost $60 to repair it. I thought
this was a little steep since it was so new and especially after
Orvis’s advertising about standing behind their products.
Anyway, I got it back and was told it just needed some lubricant. Later, I took a different Orvis reel into the same
store. I had bent the outside rim so it would not spin freely.
A different person helped me. He told me it would be $10 to
repair it. Go figure!
Recently, I took a reel that I had purchased one year before into a big box store. This reel was their top model store
brand. While fishing the San Juan I noticed that there was
bare threads showing where a screw cap should have been.
I first took it into the fly shop and showed it to the two
salesmen. They acknowledged that some thing was missing
and it was one of their reels (the name was printed on the
reel) but they did not recognize the reel. They stated that
the model must have been discontinued. Since it was discontinued, they told me there was nothing they could do
but I should go out to customer service in the front of the
store. I proceeded out to customer service and told them my
story. I told him all I wanted was the cap that was missing.
The representative wanted my receipt. I said I did not have
it with me. Then I asked why they needed it. They knew I
got it from them and they should have records of my purchase because I was part of their loyalty plan. He said he
needed it for paperwork purposes and they didn’t keep their
loyalty plan records after one year. However, he told me to
return to the fly shop and have them tell me what model superseded my model and ‘he would be able to do something
for me’. When I got to the fly shop, I had to wait for a while.
While waiting I noticed my exact reel in their display case. I
took their reel and box out to customer service. When I got
to the customer service counter, a different person stepped
in to talk to me even though the original man was present
and unoccupied. The person listened while I explained to
him that my reel was not discontinued and showed him the
box and reel. He then told me that there was nothing they
could do for me without my receipt. I told him I wanted
to speak to the manager. He said he already spoken to the
manager. I persisted and the manager came over after having a huddle with the representative. Luckily, the manager
simply removed the missing screw cap from the store reel
and put it on mine. But where would I be if I didn’t see
that reel in their showcase or if I hadn’t been persistent? It
sounds like you should keep receipts for all your purchases
from the big box stores. I also wonder what they would go if
I had an older reel from them in need of repair?
My intention of this paper was to stimulate you to think
more about your fly reel. I did not want to tell you what to
do but to make you think about different aspects of your
fly reel use.
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Swapping war stories for fish stories
by Ric Hinkie, Special to the Roundup

Photo courtesy of Ric Hinkie
Army retiree Ric Hinkie, co-president of
the Payson Flycasters, caught this 16-inch
rainbow on a “Green Weenie.”

Combat veterans attacked the fish in Green Valley Park’s lakes
Nov. 7. Victory was hard fought because the trout had just been
stocked and, while visible along the shore, they were clearly not
ready for battle. Thankfully crappies and sunfish were captured.
The secret weapon was the “Green Weenie” trout fly provided
by the Payson locals.
The Payson Flycasters and Payson’s local Trout Unlimited
Chapter 530 welcomed Project Healing Waters veterans and
their coaches at the ramada nearest the big lake at 7:30 a.m.
There was time to plan the fishing campaign, warm chilly hands
with cups of hot coffee, and “sugar up” with donuts and cinnamon rolls.
“I haven’t been to Payson in years,” mused George Brill, a recent PHW volunteer, veteran of the 101st Airborne, and coach
to Alicia Alarcon, wife of an Air Force vet fishing on the other side of the lake. “This park is beautiful; the town has really
grown up.”
“I caught six fish on a fly rod,” beamed Jeanette Richter, who
served in the Middle East as an Air Force air traffic controller
as well as stateside. Her coach, Jim Strogen, was standing with
her on the east dock.
Chuck Tharp wheeled down to the dock and used the hand
rails to stand so he could cast farther. Tharp served in the Army
in Vietnam. “We snuck into North Vietnam to take apart their
missile defense equipment to look for weaknesses. Officially, we
were never there, of course.”

Payson resident Gary Bedsworth was Tharp’s coach. Bedsworth is a Trout Unlimited member, Payson Flycasters member and a member of Desert Flycasters, one of several trout
clubs in the Valley that support both Project Healing Waters
and many of our local streams. “It is an honor and good fun to
spend time with these worthy veterans,” observed Bedsworth.
Norm Johnson, program lead of Project Healing Waters in
Phoenix and Tom Herman, president of the Payson Flycasters,
arranged the fishing visit. Dorothy and Dan Howell of Payson
brought their RV to the park and coordinated the lunch of brats,
hot dogs, and all the trimmings.
Johnson, a member of Arizona Flycasters Board in Phoenix,
said Project Healing Waters program is national, with local
groups spread across the country. “We focus on disabled veterans and try to have one or two outings a month plus education
classes, fly casting and fly tying.”
I asked Johnson why he and his fellow guides spent so much
time with the vets. I was busy writing and I did not hear an
answer.
When I looked up, I could see Johnson’s eyes were watering.
Must have been the wind.
He just said, “you served too, I know you understand why
we do it.”
My thanx to our own DFC Trout Bum buddy, Joe Miller for the awareness of
this article. You can catch Joe at: jamiller101@gmail.com
R.McKeon- DFC Editor
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