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1775 West Chandler Blvd.
Chandler, Arizona 85224

Gentry shares his tips and techniques for fishing Lees Ferry
from a personal watercraft, including how to plan multi-day
riverside camping trips!
Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

In every species of fish I've angled for, it is the ones that
have got away that thrill me the most, the ones that keep
fresh in my memory. So I say it is good to lose fish.
If we didn't, much of the thrill of angling would be gone."
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Ray Bergman

Catch all of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an' fish an' talk fish while enjoying the out-of-doors in Arizona!
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“Most fishing is done by reading books....”
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To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
• Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries
• Making fishing
approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment
• Promoting responsible
angling practices
CATCH US HERE:
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I wanted to add to the histories of trout fishing as I scrabbled around in another book from
long ago. Last month we spent some time with Louis Rhead (1857-1926) and his instructions, hints, insights and casting style for wet flies, (...up to 3 flies at a time). Acknowledged
in Rheads article was mentioned of Frederic M. Halford using a “single” fly cast on top of the
waters...dry fly angling.
In keeping with this new “dry fly” art of fishing, I went back in time and found the book:
"Floating Flies," by F.M. Halford, along with a chapter on how to fish the “single fly.” As we experience Halford's own instructions from the book, its all explained for the new trouter. I’m sure
you’ll enjoy Halfords interesting explained terminology herein of “cocking.”
Let’s slip back to the late 1800's and learn dry fly fishing. I’ll see you on page...8 thru 10.

Robert McKeon • DFC Editor - Graphic Guru,
Head Wrangler of Stuff & Stay at Home Fly Fisherman
PREFACE

A FEW years ago I consulted a professional fly-dresser as to the best means of
learning to make artificial flies, to enable me to produce imitations of the natural
insects sufficiently good to serve as patterns, and was seriously, and, I believe,
without ''arriére pesée” assured by him that it was impossible for an Amateur
to acquire the art otherwise than by taking a series of lessons at a considerable
cost. Having always been an unbeliever in the word impossible, I determined to
try and teach myself. Accordingly, with a copy of Ronalds' “Fly Fisher's Entomology" opened before me, and a few indispensable materials, I commenced trying
to puzzle out the mysteries of the craft. After many attempts, and almost as
many failures, I succeeded in turning out something remotely akin in form and
colour to the Red Spinner illustrated in that admirable treatise, and was further
encouraged by finding a grayling sufficiently silly to take this bad imitation.
I then set to work in right earnest, and dressed fly after fly, mostly deformed
in shape and Inartistic in colouring, but, gradually, from mere dint of practice,
producing artificials more nearly approaching my ideal, until ultimately I found
myself able to tie a more or less creditable fly which the fish would occasionally
deign to mistake for the natural insect.
About this period I took counsel of a friend, whose acquaintance I had made
some short time previously, and who, in addition to being one of the best, if
not the best dry-fly fisherman in England, was an adept in all the minutiae
of dyeing, selecting, and preparing the materials, as well as the construction
of artificial flies. To this friend, George Selwyn Marryat, I desire to express the
deepest gratitude for the unwearying patience and perfect unselfishness with
which he gradually inducted me into every detail known to him, and gave me the benefit of his invaluable experience,
concealing nothing which would tend to perfect me in the art of imitating the various winged inhabitants of the stream. I
soon found that I had acquired the means of giving myself a most pleasurable occupation during the long winter months,
when fly-fishing was an impossible pursuit either from the exigencies of an active City life, or from the river being closed
during the spawning-time of the trout.
The object of this work is to try and impart to others the knowledge I thus gained, and to save them many of the wearisome failures experienced through my ignorance of anything beyond the mere rudiments of the subject to be learned
from a book. If I fail in this object, pray, kindly reader, impute the failure to my lack of words to express distinctly each
operation; and if perchance I am successful in stimulating your desire to dress your own flies, and in showing you, as I
fervently hope to do, how to accomplish this end, I shall be amply rewarded by your appreciation of these pages.
Before launching my little bark upon the open waters, I must perform the pleasant duty of acknowledging assistance
received in the details of production. Publishers are usually very loth to incur the responsibilities of bringing out works
of this character, which entail much expense, and require great delicacy of management in several important particulars.
Few persons can imagine the difficulties to be overcome, and I feel that not only my individual thanks, but possibly the
thanks of the entire angling fraternity, are heartily due to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, and Rivington, and in
an especial degree to Mr. R. B. Marston, Editor of the "Fishing Gazette," who took a deep personal interest in the progress
of the venture. This firm not only undertook the heavy pecuniary liability and rendered me every assistance in their
power, but gave me practically carte blanche in arranging matters of detail with printers, engravers on stone and wood,
and colourists, each of whom has in his own particular calling successfully striven to convey accurately to the reader the
Author’sideas.
Frederic M. Halford
October 1885

DO IT YOURSELF FLY FISHING

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond,
"The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy", is
co-owner of Best
Hardware in Apache
Junction, AZ. He
is an enthusiastic,
caffeniated, fly
fisher in search of a
really good cookie.
His fly fishing stories
are published on
the web, in local
newspapers and
magazines. His
stories tangle family, friends, and fly
lines.

Are you thinking about a saltwater fly fishing adventure?
If time and money are the only things holding you back,
Puerto Penasco, Mexico (Rocky Point) is a good place to
start or to continue your fly fishing quest. Rocky Point has
several things going for it as a saltwater fly fishing destination. The Sea of Cortez has many species of fish that can be
caught close to shore, the water is warmer than the Pacific,
(comfortable wading) and for those of us within driving
distance it is a real value. When you figure any destination that requires air fare, expensive lodge, guide fees, and
new expensive fly gear, Rocky Point is priced right. This is a
great place for a DIY saltwater fly fishing adventure.
As a saltwater starter destination you will not need to
spend a vast amount of money, if you already have a 6-8
weight fly rod with a matching reel, you have already met
the basic entry level for gear. You will need to upgrade
some gear and sharpen your fly fishing skill set. If you have
no gear at all you can expect to pay a minimum of $600
for a rod and reel combo that will be serviceable. You will
need a 200 grain sinking line for your six weight, a 300 grain
line for your 7 weight, and a 400 grain line would be good
to own if you have an eight weight. I use my 8 weight rod
and my 400 grain line more than anything else when I fish
Puerto Penasco.
You will need to be able to cast more than 30 feet, and to
do that you need to learn how to “double haul” your cast.
Many good instructional videos on the internet will have
you convinced that you can do this by yourself. Go to your
local park with your gear and practice casting your double
haul on the grass. You will probably tangle with every tree
in the park. The next step is to work with a coach, a certified casting instructor, they will put you on the right path
for a modest fee. Better casters are able to present the fly
to more fish.

The next skill set improvement you will need is the “strip
strike”. Again many videos are available on the internet, but
actual fishing practice is the key to perfection. The good
thing about Puerto Penasco fishing is you get many bites
from the fish so you can practice this technique. Fishing
with a buddy who has mastered the technique is also helpful. Observe someone that has the double haul and the
strip strike down and you will be watching a fish catching
machine. If you truly enjoy this kind of fishing you will put
in the time and effort to get better.
Walking the beach at different times of the day will give
you some idea of the structure that may attract fish. Note,
rock piles and drop offs are good places to fish when they
have water over them. The tide changes from high tide to
low tide can be as much as 20 feet or as little as 6 feet. That
changes where you are going to have access to fish. Something that will increase your reach is to own an inflatable
pontoon boat. These are one person crafts that allow you
to go with the tide and fish structure that you may not be
able to reach from shore.
Summer will be ending soon and it’s a good time to plan
a fall family fishing outing, or to keep costs down, split the
trip with a fishing buddy, or more than one family split a
large condo. Many options are available for housing, from
the very modest to the most elegant, but if you compare
similar accommodations in San Diego to those in Puerto
Penasco, Rocky Point is a very good value. Vince Deadmond “The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy” is available at Best
Hardware & Rental 237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction,
AZ vince@ajbest.com or at 480 982 7461. Hope to see
you on the water soon.
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TUP’S INDISPENSABLE •

Year: 1890 • Flytyer: R.S. Austin • Location: Tiverton, Devon, England
Tying Instructions

Don't panic! We use modern materials that are the
same colour but not as smelly.

Hook: Size 16 up eye, dry fly hook.
Thread: Yellow.
Tail: Honey dun or light blue cock hackle
fibres.
Body:* Mix white fur from a ram's testicle
with lemon-coloured fur from a spaniel
and cream seal's fur with a small amount of
yellow mohair.
Hackle: Light-blue cock hackle freckled
thickly with gold.
* Body: I've tied this part with yellow dubbing fur
twirled onto my yellow (waxed) thread along with a burnt
orange spectrablend fur - to make finish.... No smell!
Normally for me hook sizes are: #16 thur #12's.
R.McKeon- DFC Newsletter Editor

George Edward MacKenzie
Skues, usually known as G. E. M.
Skues (1858–1949), was a British
lawyer, author and fly fisherman
most noted for the invention of
modern-day nymph fishing.
According to Dr Andrew Herd,
the British fly fishing historian, Skues: was, without any
doubt, one of the greatest trout
fishermen that ever lived. His
achievement was the invention
of fly fishing with the nymph, a
discovery that put a full stop to
half a century of stagnation in wet
fly fishing for trout, and formed
the bedrock for modern sunk fly
fishing. Skues' achievement was
not without controversy, and
provoked what was perhaps the
one of the most bitter dispute in
fly fishing history.

R. S. Austin was a tobacconist of Tiverton in Devon, South West England in 1900. As a side-line, he made
and sold flies. Presumably Mr. Austin and daughter supplied various patterns of the day and materials to
dress popular flies. His pattern, the Tups Indispensable, was effective when trout were taking pale midge
or mayflies.
Mr Austin sent a sample of dubbing with tying instructions on how to tie his unnamed fly pattern to Mr
G.E.M. Skues. He informed Mr. Skues that he had the found it to be particularly successful in imitating
female olive spinners. Mr. Skues followed the instructions and made the fly. He spent most of the following
September testing the fly on his local water, the River Ichen. Skues was one of two people given the dressing
secret by Mr Austin. He was so impressed that he published his findings calling the fly the 'Tups Indispensable.' The recipe for the pattern was kept secret and thus Mr Austin obtained a monopoly on selling the
fly. The article by Skues, exalting the fly, was widely read and lots of orders were placed. The fly became so
popular that Mr Austin became utterly sick of tying it.
Why did Skues call it Tup's Indispensable? Well the 'Indispensable' part comes from the fact that it should
not be left out of your fly-box, as it is such a good fish taker. The 'Tup's' part of the name refers to a Ram,
a male sheep that is used for breeding. In Britain in those days, farmers used a sponge or rag soaked in dye
tied to the under side of the Ram. In the morning, they would inspect their flock to see which females had
dye stained on their backs from being 'tupped' by the Ram. The original material for this fly was urine and
dye stained wool taken from a ram's testicles mixed with lemon coloured fur from a spaniel and a little yellow mohair, replaced later with crimson seal's fur.
Mr. Austin and his daughter kept the dubbing materials secret; they had a monopoly on the supply of the
correct dressing. Mr. Austin passed away in 1914 but it was not until 1934 that the secret ingredient, fur
from a ram's testicle was revealed. It was kept a secret until after his daughter, who continued the business,
had retired.
In his Notes & Letters, Theodore Gordon had great praise for this fly. He particularly liked the 'Tups'
dubbing which he had sent to him from England. He used this dubbing on other patterns.
It can be fished dry when trout are feeding near the surface. It can also be useful in high summer when
reduced water flow and high temperatures can make the trout very fussy.

Tie one on... Tup's Indispensable Watch the video... Catch part of the history!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20osKcOeo-I

Something has been added during the summer months in the absence of Bob Harrison’s monthly Fly Tying Corner. I wanted to keep the enthusiasm
of fly-tying in front of us, and, to create an interest in our fly fishing heritage from years past. We’ll continue the monthly Fly Tying Corner in the fall.
In the meantime...Keep your vise tight, your thread waxed and your bobbin loose!
Questions (?)...Catch me, R. McKeon, Editor at: rmckeon2@cox.net
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September & October DFC Outings...
SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP – September 24, 25 & 26, 2015

Three nights lodging and two days guided
Best trip of the year. Great fishing and great
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Contact me at 602-451-9459 if you have any questions or billy.wingo@phoenix.gov.
I will also be at the August meeting with the sign up sheet and more information.

Join the Desert Fly Casters 52nd Annual ROCKY POINT Outing

Thursday October 29 - Wednesday November 4, 2015
Catch me, Vince Deadmond for all details and what to expect at: vince@ajbest.com or at 480 982 7461

Desert Fly Casters

Arizona’s Lees Ferry Rainbow Trout Fishery Needs YOUR support...
The 16-mile stretch of clear flowing Colorado River
winding through deep red rock canyons between
the Glen Canyon Dam and the beginning of the
Marble Canyon in northwest Arizona is commonly
referred to as Lees Ferry. Since completion of the
Dam in 1964, this area has supported a unique tailwater trout fishery that has grown in importance
and reputation locally, regionally, and nationally.
Glen Canyon Dam operations have direct and indirect effects on the Lees Ferry rainbow trout fishery. Water releases and temperatures affect the
production of food, the diversity of insects in the
river, and the amount of trout spawning, and the
survival of young trout. As a result, the Lees Ferry

trout fishery has experienced several significant
population declines over the years which have adversely affected the quality of the fishery and the
local guiding and lodging businesses that depend
on a reliable sport fishery.
For the past year, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership and AZ Trout Unlimited have
been working with the Northern Arizona Fly Casters, the Arizona Game and Fish Department, and
a coalition of angling groups and businesses to
develop the Lees Ferry Recreational Trout Fishery
Management Recommendations (Recommendations). The primary goal of the Recommendations
is to maintain and enhance a wild (self-sustaining)

Blue Ribbon rainbow trout fishery that does not
adversely affect the downriver native fish community. The Recommendations are consistent
with and will benefit many other Colorado River
resource values below Glen Canyon Dam including recovery of the endangered humpback chub,
hydropower generation, and archaeological site
protection. In total, over 50 sportsmen and conservation groups, businesses, and fishing guides
have endorsed the Recommendations.
This is an important time for the Lees Ferry trout
fishery. Currently, the Bureau of Reclamation,
which manages Glen Canyon Dam, and the National Park Service, which manages the lands in the
Colorado River corridor, are preparing a Long Term
Experimental and Management Plan (LTEMP) EIS
that will determine Glen Canyon Dam operations
and river restoration actions for next 15-20 years.
Over the next year, TRCP and our partners will be
working to incorporate the Recommendations into
the EIS. Angler support is needed. Sign up to receive EIS updates at http://ltempeis.anl.gov/. Let
your elected official know that the Lees Ferry trout
fishery is important to you and encourage their
support for these Recommendations.

Summary
Lees Ferry Recreational Trout Fishery Management Recommendations
August 2015
1 Aquatic Food Base Enhancement. Establish a more diverse and stable food base that includes bigger bugs like mayflies, stone flies, and
caddis flies which are currently absent in the Lee Ferry reach. A more diverse food base would not only benefit rainbow trout size and
condition but also may benefit native fish and the riparian bird community downstream in Grand Canyon National Park. One strategy for
enhancing the food base involves experimentally altering flow regimes from the dam to allow for repatriation by mayflies, stone flies, and
caddis flies.
2 Spring high flows. Place more emphasis on conducting high flow releases in the spring as a way to improve the aquatic food base and
enhance trout spawning and recruitment, when needed. The March 2008 high flow had that effect whereas the fall high flows over the
past 3 years have had a neutral or negative effect on the food base and trout recruitment.
3 Trout Management Flows. Test trout management flows as a means to control the density of young trout in the reach and reduce downstream migration of trout where they compete with and/or prey upon native fish like the endangered humpback chub.
4 Dam operations In general, maintain the current release patterns from Glen Canyon dam which provides relatively low daily fluctuations
that are adjusted monthly based on water availability and water delivery requirements to Lake Mead. Some modification of the current
flow regime may be needed to support the establishment of a more diverse and stable food base.
5 Minimum flows. Avoid minimum flows below 8000 cfs whenever possible.
6 Water Temperature Control Device. Implement a water temperature control device that has the capacity to release both cold and warm
water from the Glen Canyon Dam. Recently studies suggest that amount of water in Lake Powell will likely decrease in the future as a
result of increased water demands and climate change. Lower Lake Powell level will lead to warmer water release from dam which would
seriously impact the Lees Ferry trout fishery and lead to an invasions of cool and warm water fishes into Grand Canyons National Park.
7 Emergency Re-Stocking Protocol. Re-stocking protocols and the necessary environmental compliance should be in place to respond to
catastrophic loss that would at least minimally restore the fishery in the near term.
8 Dissolved Oxygen Response Protocol. Rarely, but on occasion, situations have emerged where water quality below Glen Canyon Dam
was threatened because of a lens of poorly-oxygenated water passing through the reservoir. These conditions can pose a direct and
immediate hazard to aquatic resources in Lees Ferry. Action strategies are needed to reduce or avoid the potential effects to aquatic
resources when these conditions emerge.

Contact Information:
John Hamill, Arizona Field Representative
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Phone: 928 606-4234
jhamill@trcp.org www.TRCP.org

Contact Information:
Joe Miller, Arizona Council
Trout Unlimited
Phone: 928-978-1315
jam@prairietriz.com www.az-tu
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Do I get to
fish too much?

Notes an'
Thoughts
from
Dick Brooks
Dick is one of our
DFC Trout Bums,
full time fisherman,
explorer and master
of peregrination.
Catch Dick at:
gdubby77@gmail.com

Seems like a silly question until one considers that being
retired offers me almost unlimited time to go fishing. That
being said I do take advantage of the opportunity often, almost
to the point that just the thought of getting out of the recliner,
collecting all the gear, loading it up in my Jeep or one of my
friends' vehicles just seems like too much work.
" What?", you say. How can that be too much trouble? When
one considers all the stuff it takes to practice our sport/avocation the task can sometimes seem daunting. First you have to decide if you are going to wade or float. If wading is it wet or with
waders and all the necessary equipment that goes with walking
in the water. Waders, boots, insulating liners, belt, wading staff,
and who knows what else. Or if wet wading are we going to just
go in sandals or are we going to wear boots and do we really need
gravel guards?
Maybe we decide we are going to float so now I have to decide
if I am going to use my kick boat or the pontoon. Each has its
advantages. The kick boat is easy to carry. It can be transported
inflated and stocked with the necessary flys, leaders, reels, tippets, net and the stripping basket installed. All I need to do is
put on the flippers, sunscreen if needed and my big floppy "real
fisherman" wide brim hat. But if I decide that the pontoon boat
is better suited to the needs of the trip it has to be transported
deflated and disassembled requiring complete setup when we get
to the designated fishing spot.
Then there is the issue of putting together the rods, reels,
leader and tippet if necessary, which fly to use and are we go-

ing with floating or sinking line and will it be a dry/dropper rig or
some kind of nymph thing.
So you see it is not just a simple thing. What I have learned over
the years is that stiff I don't get out of the recliner I am not subjected to any of this tedium. I also miss the chance to catch some fish,
see some great scenery, and not have to revisit any of my recorded
"Oprah" reruns and as I have said before the whole process of "going fishing" is more about the journey that the success of the catch.
I do however like to at least not get skunked and recently while
waiting out a thunderstorm at one of the rim lakes I was tucked up
against the bank hiding from the approaching lightening, had been
schooled until then, so I just started flipping a little dry fly into
the shallows next to the bank and was rewarded with and endless
number of strikes and even managed to land a few. So all the stuff
I had done to get to this point was really worth it. And do I get to
fish too much?. Not if I can catch an endless supply of fish like the
one in the picture.

BECKER LAKE OUTING
Dates: Thursday, Nov 12 – Sunday, Nov 15, 2015
Where: Springerville, AZ
Lodging: Rode Inn Motel
Host: Gentry Smith | Phone: (480) 213-0372 | design@getnrysmith.com
Cost(s): $140 per person – 3-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room
$100 per person – 2-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room

Big fish, a comfy room, and a free dinner… what more could you want?

The club has once again reserved a block of rooms at the Rode Inn Motel located in Springerville, just minutes away from Becker Lake. All
rooms at the Rode Inn feature two queen beds, television, refrigerator, coffee pot, microwave oven and free Wi-Fi. Single King rooms are available upon request ($200 2-nights / $280 3-nights). We will have access to their banquet room Friday night, where we’ll host a group dinner
for DFC members staying at the motel. This meal is included in the cost of this trip.
Becker Lake is a special regulation, catch-and-release, trophy trout lake. You may only use single, barbless hooks for the 16-22-inch rainbows
trout that reside there. Please advise all trout must be immediately released at Becker. You’ll want to bring a personal watercraft, 4-6wt fly
rod(s), and both floating and sinking fly lines (intermediate, or type-2). This has become a favorite club trip for many, because it consistently
produces some of the largest trout you will find in Arizona. This trip is especially good for newer anglers looking to build their confidence in
the sport and, at this price, it’s one of the best values.
Also located nearby are: Silver Creek, the Greer Lakes, Carnero Lake, Lee Valley Lake, Crescent Lake, and the Little Colorado River, just to name
a few.

NOTE: Please see Gentry Smith to sign-up for this trip and make checks payable to DFC. In order to receive the special club
rate, you must book through the club—do not call the motel directly.
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AND HOW TO DRESS THEM
Chapter VI • HINTS TO DRY-FLY FISHERMEN

FANCY I can hear the readers of the preceding chapters exclaim, “ True, you have
given us a considerable amount of information about the materials required, and the
best methods of tying floating flies. True,
we have a goodly list of patterns of floating
flies, and the feathers, etc., for dressing them
; but not one word, as yet, as to how we are
to use these infallible devices." This train of
reasoning appears so cogent that, although
in the original conception of the work there
was no intention of referring to this branch of
the subject, I will try and give a few practical
hints on dry-fly fishing, leaving anything like
a full treatise on so important a matter to a future volume, which I hope some day to submit
to the Angling world.
For obvious reasons it is as well not to enter on any controversy as to the comparative
merits of the two schools of fly-fishing: — the
wet or North each is beyond doubt effective in
its own particular streams and under circumstances favouring its use, and a considerable
degree of science is attained by the earnest
followers of both.We Southern anglers are far
too prone to look down on what was wittily
described in " The Fishing Gazette," as the
'' chuck and chance it " style, and our North
Country friends are too apt to chaff us for our
enforced idleness when the fish are not rising.
Let each pin his faith to the particular school
in which he believes, but at the same time
let each admit that there is a certain degree
of skill in his opponent's method, and arguments to be advanced in favour of its relative
success. One word of advice, however, to our
North Country and Scotch friends: —when
you find in one of the streams you frequent
that your trout from being overfished are

becoming more educated, and consequently
more shy, do not be too wedded to your old
notions to try the advice of a “ Southron," and
see if a single floating fly, fished upstream will
not be effectual in basketing some of your
otherwise unattainable fish.
To define dry-fly fishing, I should describe
it as presenting to the rising fish the best possible imitation of the insect on which he is
feeding in its natural position. To analyse this
further, it is necessary, firstly, to find a fish
feeding on the winged insect ; secondly, to
present to him a good imitation of this insect,
both as to size and colour thirdly, to present
it to him In its natural position, or floating on
the surface of the water with its wings up, or
what we technically term, “cocked,” fourthly,
to put the fly lightly on the water, so that it
floats accurately over him without drag; and,
fifthly, to take care that all these conditions
have been fulfilled before the fish has seen the
Angler or the reflection of his rod.
The first point, viz.; —To find a fish rising at
the winged insect, may not, at the first glance,
appear difficult, but it is astonishing to how
great a degree the success of the Angler depends on his judgment in this particular respect. Merely to note the disturbance caused
by the movement of the fish is, of course, a
question of sight; but when looking from any
distance, it is not quite easy to define exactly
the precise spot at which the disturbance took
place.
Suppose even the fish is rising close
to the bank and you mark down carefully the
very blade of grass against which the ring of
the feeding trout is seen, you must remember
that, as a general rule, it is the sound which
first attracts your attention, and in the moment which must elapse between hearing the
rise and catching sight of the disturbed surface of the stream, the ring or bubble made
by the fish has been carried some feet down
by the current. When, however, the rise is in
mid stream, it is far more difficult: the only
mark by which the place can be defined is
usually the apparent distance between the
ring and some broken line on the surface of
the stream, which broken line is continually
changing in contour and in relative position.
Then, again, it is necessary to be certain that
the movement on the face of the stream is
caused by a fish at all : it may be a moorhen, a
dabchick, or even a rat, or a mere break in the
water caused by some obstruction fixed transversely to the direction of the current. Even if
caused by a fish, it may not be what we mean
by a rise, or the act of sucking in a winged fly;
it may be made by the tail of a trout breaking the surface in his endeavours to force
his head further into the weeds, where he is

busily engaged in gorging himself with freshwater shrimps or snails. Sometimes on a careful scrutiny of the position it will be noticed
that the apparently rising fish is never for a
moment in the same spot, but keeps moving
backwards and forwards to the right and to
the left, causing continual waves, but scarcely
ever actually taking any fly from the surface
of the water. In this case the fish is feeding
on the undeveloped grub, or larva, rising
towards the surface before splitting open its
''shuck" or case, and emerging a winged fly;
and if this metamorphosis takes place at the
very moment the fish is in the act of seizing the larva, it usually takes the winged fly
instead. Practically speaking, a fish feeding
either on shrimp, snail, or larvae, is to be
avoided by the dry-fly fisherman, although
occasionally, even under these conditions, he
may be tempted by a fly floating over him.
The second point, or production of good
imitations both as to size and colour of the
various flies frequenting the streams, has, I
venture to submit, been sufficiently treated of
in previous chapters.
The third point, viz.;—that of presenting
this good imitation in a natural position, that
is, floating on the surface with its wings up or
"cocked," will require some space to consider
in detail. As to floating, it will be noticed that
the methods of dressing and patterns given in
preceding chapters are specially contrived for
that purpose, and hence the flies are all much
fuller in hackle (and the winged ones in wings
also) than those generally in use by North
Country fishermen. A word, too, "en passant." Do not imagine that hackle flies are not
good floaters! This is a delusion: when dry
they float as well or even better than winged
ones, and there is besides one very decided
advantage in their use, viz.; —that, in whatever position they fall on the water, they are
never on their backs or sides, but invariably
floating In the natural position. In all flies,
whether winged or not, the active agent in
keeping them afloat is the hackle, and hence
the advice to put plenty of turns of hackle on
all patterns for use by the dry-fly fisherman.
When new, the fly, of course, floats naturally,
and the first throw with a new fly should accordingly be made with the greatest care, as
the most likely one to tempt the fish, and also
because at each subsequent cast the probability of his suspicions being aroused by some
slight mistake is ever increasing. After the
fly has once been wetted, it must not be returned at once to the water, but thoroughly
dried by making a series of false casts backwards and forwards in the air, so as to free
the hackle,wings, and body from all moisture.
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In the act of '' drying the fly," as this process
of wafting it to and fro is called, as well as in
the act of throwing, I need scarcely caution
the experienced fly-fisher to give ample time
to the line to travel out to its full extent before returning it, neglect of this pre- caution
causing the fly to be *' cracked off " and necessitating the loss of fly as well as time, and occasionally temper, in knotting on a fresh one.
As to ''cocking," as before remarked, hackleflies are invariably in their natural position
when floating, but, when fishing winged-flies,
the over- handed cast in general use among
Anglers will be successful, possibly, once out
of four casts. The reason of this probably is
that when the fly touches the water any excess
of force put into the throw, not being expended, causes a further forward motion of the
line or gut cast, and this topples the fly over
on to its side. The horizontal or ''under-handed cast " should be used wherever practicable;
the entire secret of it consists in keeping the
rod, whether returning or throwing, in a horizontal position or parallel to the surface of the
stream.
This cast will “cock" a thoroughly dry fly at
least three times out of four, and the reason
of this being aroused by some slight mistake
is ever increasing. After the fly has once been
wetted, it must not be returned at once to
the water, but thoroughly dried by making a
series of false casts backwards and forwards
in the air, so as to free the hackle, wings, and
body from all moisture. In the act of “drying
the fly," as this process of wafting it to and
fro is called, as well as in the act of throwing,
I need scarcely caution the experienced flyfisher to give ample time to the line to travel
out to its full extent before returning it, neglect of this precaution causing the fly to be
“cracked off " and necessitating the loss of fly
as well as time, and occasionally temper, in
knotting on a fresh one.
This cast will “cock” a thoroughly dry fly at
least three times out of four, and the reason
of this probably is that the underhanded action propels the fly out In a horizontal line at
a slight elevation above the level of the water,
and the effect of any excess of force in it Is
simply to pull the fly back a slight distance in
the air by the recoil of the rod, and, In the act
of falling, the weight of metal In the bend of
the hook, as well as the balancing- effect of
the wings separated in the shape of the letter
V, tends to keep the fly in its natural position
with the wings up. There are also two other
strong points in favour of the ''underhanded
cast";— Firstly, that the rod-point being always kept down is never over the water, and
the reflection of it, or of the waving motion of
the rod, must be less visible to the fish than In
the case of the ordinary overhanded throw;
secondly, that practically speaking, the Angler who can and does use this cast is Independent of the direction of the wind, and can
direct the fly actually In the teeth of anything
short of an absolute gale. It must, however,
be noted that it Is far more difficult to place
the fly accurately with the underhanded cast,
than with the ordinary overhanded one, as
when throwing underhanded the rod-point,
and consequently the fly, travels horizontally
across the point aimed at, and not vertically
down on it.

Now, to consider the fourth desideratum,
viz.;- To place the fly lightly on the water so
that it floats accurately over the fish without
the slightest drag; in other words, delicacy and
accuracy of casting and making the fly drift
over the fish in a motion and direction similar
to that of the natural insect. Delicacy should
ensure that the fly lands on the water lightly
without the smallest splash or disturbance of
the placid surface; in fact, as a general rule,
when watching your own throw, you ought really to be at a loss to say how the fly did fall
on the water. To accomplish this, beginners
should bear in mind that, although it is possible to deliver the line too high in the air, this
is a far less fatal mistake than to dash it down
on the water, and, as a rule, one should study
to throw as if the level of the water was at least
a foot above its actual plane. Accuracy is of
the highest importance: the fly should be so
placed that it floats down over the very ring
of the rising fish at the first attempt. “Ce n'est
que le premier pas quicoute."
The first throw over a feeding fish is far
more likely to rise him than any subsequent
one, and the probability of tempting a fish
varies inversely as the number of casts made
over him.
To make the fly drift over the fish in a motion
and direction similar to that of the natural insect is the very keystone of the arch. Wherever
possible, keep well out of sight by crouching,
kneeling down, or wading below the rising
fish, and throw the fly up stream so that it
lands above the fish at a distance of from one
and a half yards to as little as twelve inches,
according to the strength of the stream, and
place it so that it floats down accurately over
the very spot where the trout or grayling Is
feeding. As the fly comes down stream, raise
the point of the rod slowly, just enough to lift
the slack line off the water, but by no means
attempt to impart any motion to the fly, or to
hurry it down the run, this being a sub- version of the usual course taken by the natural
fly, which, except in the case of the grannom
and alder, floats without the slightest motion
of the wings.
Where it is impracticable to throw up
stream, cast across and slightly up, and, where
this is impossible, cast directly across, and
lower the hand slowly as the fly floats down,
so as not to drag it. In all cases, and under all
conditions, note as a fundamental principle
that a fly ''dragging," that is, moving more
rapidly or more slowly than the stream at the
particular point, or floating in a direction different to that taken by the natural insect in
a similar position, and so causing a break or
"wake" in the water, is comporting itself in an
eccentric and unnatural fashion, and will, in
all probability and among very shy fish for an
absolute certainty not delude them into a belief of its being the living fly.
Occasionally, however, it is impossible, either owing of to natural obstructions on the
bank or other causes, to fish a spot excepting
by casting directly, or nearly directly, down
stream; and in such a position a thoroughly
dry fly floated down “cocked," is frequently
efficacious; but in case it is not taken, the first
throw should be allowed to float without drag
well below the fish, and then either be taken

off the water in such a direction that the returning motion is invisible to the fish, or, if
this be impossible, the line should be drawn
in slowly by hand until the fly is well above
the fish, and then taken quietly off the water; otherwise it will certainly set the trout
or grayling down. To accomplish this, a good
deal more line must be let out than is required
to cover the fish, and, in the act of casting,
the hand holding the rod must be perceptibly checked so as to pull the fly back and land
it on the water with slack line behind it; the
hand is then gradually lowered and the fly allowed to “drift” without drag over the rising
place of the fish.
The fifth point referred to as a necessary
precaution to ensure success, viz.—That the
four previous conditions - finding a fish feeding on winged insects; presenting to him a
good imitation of the natural insect both as
to size and colour presenting it to him in its
natural position, floating and "cocked" and
putting it lightly on the water so that it floats
accurately over him without drag, shall have
been fulfilled before the fish has caught sight
of either the Angler or the reflection of his
rod....Is almost an axiom. With fish so shy
and so frequently scared as the denizens of
the chalk streams, the slightest suspicion of
being fished for, and, "a fortiori," so alarming an incident as the actual perception of a
human being, or of the flashing rod carried
by him, are nothing more or less than danger signals, the effect of which is to send the
frightened trout or grayling off with a rush
either to the nearest sheltering weed, or if, as
too often, alas! happens, every patch of weed
has been mowed down, madly up or down the
stream, communicating the scare to fish after
fish, until the surface of the water for scores of
yards is positively ploughed by them “urging
on their wild career."
Hence it is necessary at all times to keep
well out of sight, not only the Angler himself,
by taking advantage of every hiding-place
behind tree, bush, or bunch of sedge, and, as
far as possible, creeping along on all fours,
and kneeling or sitting down when casting,
but also by avoiding the flashing about of the
highly varnished rod in the bright sunshine.
With respect to the motion of the rod, let me
again impress upon the tyro the manifest advantage of the " underhanded cast," by means
of which neither the point nor the reflection
of the rod, is ever over the rising fish.
...continued next page>

In 1890 Halford exchanged a series of letters on the
subject of dry-fly fishing with American angler,
Theodore Gordon, regarding a series of Halford's
favourite dry flies.
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As to the rod, no dry-fly fisherman can ever
hope to be quite first-rate unless he uses a single-handed one. With a double-handed rod
he cannot really throw further than with the
single; he cannot fish underhanded, and he is
utterly powerless to direct his fly against the
wind. This style of fishing is far heavier and
more clumsy, and, in fact, the only advantage
of a double-handed rod Is the very small one
of having a little more control over a hooked
fish, and to my mind this is far outbalanced
by the increase of weight he has to carry. For
length, ten and a half to eleven feet is sufficient or, one of twelve feet made in three joints
for choice, can be wielded by an exceptionally
powerful man. It should be moderately stiff,
and the action true and quick from the hand
to the point. The butt should be well set up,
and the handle exactly the size to fit the hand;
the middle joint should be springy; when bent
with a heavy strain it should show a fair curve,
and when released from that strain, should at
once spring back to a straight line. The top
joint should not be too slight at the point, or it
will suffer when returning a long line.
As to material, greenheart may be safely
recommended to the majority of Anglers, although personally I prefer six-piece glued-up
cane. Do not when buying be misled by any
fiashy advertisements of cheap (?) but usually rubbishing wares. A really good rod, of
well-selected materials, thoroughly seasoned
timber, properly fitted, and well finished,will
command a fair price. Above all, do not be
tempted to purchase a low-priced glued-up
cane rod. The American ones are generally
too whippy to suit our Hampshire style of
fishing. If the cane is of the proper description, if the sections are split (lot sawn) out of
the solid, and correctly shaped and straightened before working up; if the glueing-up is
properly and carefully carried out with glue
which will resist the action of damp, and if varnish be used which will stand, they must be
sol data comparatively high price. Beyond all,
do not be deluded by any long-winded praise
of the mathematical accuracy of the hexagon
formed by the glued cane, nor by any puffing
of the excellence of the work as evidenced by
the fact that the joins where the sections are
glued-up are invisible. The former of these is
produced by rasping down the outside or bark
of the cane after it is glued-up, or, in other
words, taking away from your rod the hardest,
most elastic, and most reliable portion of the
material of which it is made; and the invisibility of the joins is a trick specially designed
to cover inferior workmanship by filling up
any little inaccuracies with ''Plaster-of- Paris"
or some cunning “cement” before varnishing.
As to the reel-line, solid plaited silk dressed
is the best material, although there is plenty
of room for improvement in the quality of
the silk used, in the mode of plaiting, and
in the composition of the dressing. It should
be quite stout in the middle, and parallel in
thickness throughout, excepting for about
five yards at each end, which should gradually taper from the stout to as fine a point as
is compatible with the strength required. A
line before being used should be kept in a dry
place for at least six months, and should be

well rubbed over with red deer fat from end
to end, to render it perfectly waterproof. The
deer fat makes the line float on the surface of
the water, and the Angler is enabled by its use
to return and consequently throw at least four
yards more line than without it.
The "collar" or gut cast should be from one
and a half to three and a half yards in length,
and it must be remembered that, in casting against the wind, the stronger It blows
the shorter the length of the gut should be.
In throwing down wind, the exact converse
should be followed, for the stronger the force
of the wind, the longer should be the gut cast.
In all cases the upper end should be as stout
as the point of the reel-line, and the last three
strands next to the fly should be as fine as you
dare to use, the intermediate portion forming an even taper. Pay a fair price for the gut,
and, if you have the time, knot up the casts
yourself, first soaking the gut thoroughly in
lukewarm water, and using either of the knots
described by my old and valued friend Francis Francis in his “Book on Angling," and engraved on the plate facing page 97 in the sixth
edition of that excellent work.
One more word of advice. Having succeeded in rising your fish, strike him! By this
I do not mean that you should drive with all
your might, and make a regular smash, but

that you should strike from the reel (that is,
keeping your hand off the line so that it can
run freely) with a quick turn of the wrist,
just raising your hand sufficiently to drive
the hook home. When your fish is hooked, at
once place your rod in the vertical position,
and put on as much strain as your tackle will
bear; if lightly hooked it is any odds you lose
the fish sooner or later, and there can be no
doubt that the majority of well hooked fish
that get away owe their escape to the want of
firmness and decision on the part of the Angler at the first stage of playing. Work him
down stream all the time you are playing him,
to take him as far as possible from his home;
give your fish the butt as soon as he shows the
first signs of giving in, and lead him to the
landing net. Lift him out, and, if large enough
to kill, give him a smart tap on the head just
at the top of the spinal column, to put him
out of pain at once; and if he should be under
the limit of size for the water you are fishing,
carefully and quickly return him to his native
element, dropping him gently in the water,
and not dashing him down a piece of carelessness which frequently stuns and kills both
trout and grayling but giving him a chance
of growing to maturity, and yourself or some
honest Angler a hope in the sport future.

Frederic Michael Halford
Born: 13 April 1844 – Died: 5 March 1914), pseudonym Detached Badger, was a
wealthy and influential British angler and fly fishing author. Halford is most noted
for his development and promotion of the dry fly technique on English chalk streams.
He is generally accepted as "The Father of Modern Dry Fly Fishing."
In Royal Coachman–"The Lore and Legends of Fly Fishing" (1999), Paul Schullery describes Halford: "...highly formalized code of how a dry fly should be fished, a code further developed and popularized later in the nineteenth century by one of fly-fishing's
most eminent authors, Frederic Halford, whose first book, Floating Flies and How to
Dress Them, was published in 1886 and took the upper-crust world of British fly-fishing
by storm."
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SEPTEMBER OUTING
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Host: Billy Wingo & Joe Miller
Catch Billy at: 602-451-9459 or billy.wingo@phoenix.gov

OCTOBER OUTING

Annual Rocky Point

October 30-November 4, 2015

Details during September 9, 2015- Club Meeting
Questions? Catch Vince at: vddeadmond@msn.com

NOVEMBER OUTING

Annual Becker Lake Trip

Thursday, Nov 12 – Sunday, Nov 15, 2015

Host: Gentry Smith • Phone: (480) 213-0372 • design@getnrysmith.com

Member at Large
Dick Brooks, David Huang,
Charlie Rosser, Rick Scott
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com
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See ya Wedne 2015
September 9,
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