JUNE 2015

O F F I C I A L

D E S E R T

F LY

C A S T E R S

N E W S L E T T E R

Take Advantage of all that's
offered with your
DFC Trout Bum gang...
JUNE OUTING

White Mountains Extravaganza

JUNE
Wednesday,
June 10, 2015

Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

Elks Lodge
1775 West Chandler Blvd.
Chandler, Arizona 85224

June 11-14, 2015
JULY OUTING
Durango, Colorado
July 23-26, 2015

AUGUST DFC Club Meeting
Swap Meet...
Check it out for all the neat stuff!

August 12, 2015

SEPTEMBER OUTING
San Juan River Trip

September 24, 25 & 26, 2015
JUNE DFC CLUB MEETING...

Come along and enjoy an evening
of trout talk with one of our own
DFC Trout Bums...Check out the
collection of things our gal, KRISTEN KILE, has to say about fly
fishing...Meet us June 10th...See
you then!

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Our DFC Board is working on... for the August Outing:
Salt River Day Trip...OR... Fly Fishing one of the Canals
Catch all of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an' fish an' talk fish while enjoying the out-of-doors in Arizona!
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COLOR, SIZE AND SHAPE

Tom Travis - Aug 12, 2013

"One cannot consider any aspect of fly dressing, whether it be fish vision, mechanics or anything else, in isolation;
all are so entwined that any attempt to separate them can only be false."
Fluorescent Flies, Joseph Keen 1964

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

To advance the sport of fly
fishing in Arizona through
education, conservation
and community outreach
efforts by:
• Providing Education
classes and clinics on fly
fishing, fly casting, fly
tying, rod building and
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve,
restore, and enhance local
and regional fisheries
• Making fishing
approachable, enjoyable
and safe in family friendly
environment
• Promoting responsible
angling practices
CATCH US HERE:

Desert Fly Casters
Web Site
www.desertflycasters.com
President
Joe Staller
joestaller@yahoo.com
Vice President
Michael Georgopapadakos
michaelg29@yahoo.com
Secretary
Helen Corson
HTCorson@aol.com
Treasurer
Harriet Georgopapadakos
harrietg@q.com
Programs
Gentry Smith
design@gentrysmith.com
Outings
Gentry Smith
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Almost from the very beginning fly anglers have spent
much debating the importance of the color, size and shape
of the artificial fly. Some believe shape and size are the
most important and that color is the least of the important
factors in the design of an effective imitation.
Every angler who ties artificial flies has their own beliefs
on the subject and often has countless stories to support
their stance on this subject. However I believe in approaching such a heavy subject based on research and countless
hours of on stream observation and a heavy dose of common sense. Sometimes when we tackle a fly fishing or fly
tying problem we tend to focus on one or two disciples
such as research to include scientific data and the writing
of others and therefore often tend to form opinions without completing the research and without apply good old
fashion common sense.
Therefore I have determined to put down my thoughts
on this subject and hopefully I will do so in manner that
may help those individual who are still confused on this
issue.
I have read countless pages covering this subject and
have listened too many explain their views on this subject
and there are many diverse opinions and many examples
to back up their position on this subject. Often the type
water being fished becomes a key factor in their beliefs.
However I believe that color, size and shape are all important and equally so furthermore I would add one addition
element which I believe is critical to designing effective
imitations and that is the illusion of life.
We are not one hundred percent sure of how trout actually see or exactly how they view colors. Furthermore we
will not know the answers to these questions until we find
that remarkable talking trout. Any ideas, speculations and
theories put forth, including those that I present are exactly that theories and speculations!
However based on the physical evidence and observation
we can make a few common sense assumptions which
are hard to dispute. The fact of the matter is that we know
from the physical evidence how the eye of the trout is constructed and when compared to the eyes of other organisms including the human eye there are a great many similarities. The scientific data on these similarities are fact and
I could spend time laying out this evidence which would
take many pages. However I fear that many would find this
boring and soon fall asleep. Therefore I will offer a diagram
of the trout's eyes which is labeled to the critical aspects
of the eye.
￼
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Diagram of the trout eye – Illustration by Rod Beland
In all of the discussion on how the trout see color one
important fact is often overlooked, in his 1964 publication

entitled Fluorescent Flies Joseph Keen makes a rather astute comment in regards to color and how the trout see.
"If a trout could see as well as its eyes are equipped to see
it would surely be no more likely to mistake an artificial fly
for a natural fly than would a man."
However Keen was well aware that what the trout can
actually see is only part of the answer and the second part
is how the brain interprets the signals that come from the
eye of the trout. That brain function or lack thereof is the
key to understanding much of the science of imitation and
much else in the world of fly fishing.
Now there are two facts which we do know, first that trout
see with light as most creatures do and secondly we know
through observation, experience and vast amounts of historical data the trout eat artificial flies.
Let us explore the properties of color and the effect of light
on color and how the ever changing light affects the feeding of the trout and those who tie imitations to deceive
them.
The effects of light on vision and color is another factor
that seems to confuse some, however the effect of light
as related to the vision of the fish was well document of
Colonel E. W. Harding in 1931 with the publication of The
FlyFisher & The Trout's Point of View furthermore Harding's
work was expanded on and brought up to date by John
Goddard and Brian Clarke which the publication of their
marvelous volume entitled The Trout and the Fly in 1980.
This volume shows numerous well label diagrams showing
the Trout's Cone of vision and explains how this changes
due to depth, current speeds and water types.
The effects of light on the fishing situation are far too
many to list and the variables are endless. Furthermore the
color of the background in conjunction with light can alter
the perception of the color being viewed. With all of these
variables to contend with what is the angler to do in regards to preparing practical imitations to entice the trout?
To my way of thinking if you tie the imitation to match
the natural insect you wish to imitate and match the color
as close as practical sense allows then I believe the trout
will see your imitation in the dispassionate way that it
views the natural and will therefore eat your imitation. As
the light changes, the color of the imitation doesn't actually change. The Olive imitation it's still Olive, it's just that
through the changing light the perception of how we see
the color changes.
As for those who claim that they fish riffles and fast moving streams where attention to the detail of color is unnecessary I would say this, I have fished mountain streams,
and rivers and streams with heavy runs and quick water
and even in these waters there are pockets and pools
where the water is smooth. I fully agree that in certain situations size and shape may be enough, however I will point
out that careful imitations of the proper color will also be
effective and will work as well as other pattern styles. However, on smooth streams with clear water having patterns
the reasonably resembles the color of the insect that the
trout are feeding will give the angler an advantage.
If the colors of an imitation are way different from those
of the naturals the trout may notice and refuse your offering. Remember not all flies float on the surface and much
of the trout's diet is beneath the surface of the water
where they often have a less distorted view of what they
are eating.
....Continued on page 7

June & July DFC Outings...
JUNE....

JULY....

The June outing is our White Mountains Extravaganza. Dates are June 11-14. We will be

For July, we will be heading to Durango,
Colorado. Dates are July 23-26. (Arrive on the

staying at the group camping area at the Winn
campground. You'll find the campground on Forest Road 554, just off State Road 273, between
Sheep’s Crossing and the Phelps Trailhead. Lee
Valley Lake is on the other side of the road. Cost
is $12/night per vehicle. Winn campground was
selected so that participants will have multiple
opportunities for fishing. Lee Valley Reservoir is
very close by, and offers opportunities to catch
grayling and Apache trout. The East and West
forks of the Little Colorado are nearby. Sunrise,
Crescent, Big Lake, Carnero, Horseshoe Cienega
lakes are within easy striking distance. The club
will host a chili taste-off Saturday night, all participants are asked to bring their favorite chili
recipe. We usually throw it all together in one
pot. The club will provide hot dogs and buns for
those who prefer chili dogs. Please bring other
side dishes to share. • Joe Staller- Host

23rd, and check out on the 26th.) We have negotiated a special rate at the Durango Downtown
Inn. Rooms are $119/night double occupancy.
Talk about great fishing opportunities! The
Animas river runs through Durango and can
hold some pretty nice rainbows and browns.
The San Juan River in New Mexico is close by.
The Los Pinos, Dolores, and the Piedra rivers are
also nearby. If you like lakes, try Vallecito, Lemon, Navajo, or McPhee. For me, the draw is the
small streams with hungry brookies, rainbows
and browns. Lime, Hermosa and Cascade creeks
are close by, but there are dozens of others. For
those interested in guiding fishing, we will provide a list of guide services. • Joe Staller- Host

For more information or to sign up for these trips... Catch me, Joe Staller at:
joestaller@yahoo.com - or: 602-568-9431
PLEASE
As a courtesy to all of us DFC Trout Bums...
NOTE...
Please, we need to get a little more clarity on attendees for the Durango Colorado
outing now that the date has been finalized. (July 23-26) I’d like to get some
preliminary hotel reservations in the next few weeks.
Get with me...Catch me, Joe Staller, at: joestaller@yahoo.com or: 602-568-9431
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June • Fly Tying Corner

For June through the summer, we will be taking a break from tying sessions. We will pick up again in September or October
depending on tying instructor availability and interest.
For those that want to keep their hand in tying during the break, Arizona’s favorite dozen flies – thumbnail picture, recipe and where we have
them – instructions. Most of these are cold water as we are thinking mountains and cool temperatures. We will try to provide additional
patterns for warm water or for destinations for July/ August newsletter.
Got questions??... Catch me by email (harrn7963@aol.com) or phone 480-735-9743

Arizona Top 12

Material to tie a couple of each fly will be provided. Mike will also provide pictures of how well the flies work if asked nicely.
NOTE!!!-We need a better turn out if you want these sessions to continue. As it is, there is likely to be summer break with picking up agin in fall (maybe October).

Pheasant Tail Nymph

Gold Ribbed Hares Ear

Bead Head Midge:

Pheasant Tail Brassie

Hook: 2XL Nymph hook 12 to 18
Bead: ~1.8 oz to match hook
Thread: 120D, 6/0 Brown
Tail: Pheasant Tail
Rib: Copper Wire
Body: Pheasant Tail
Wing Case: Pheasant Tail
Thorax: Peacock Hackle

Hook: 2XL Nymph hook 12 to 18
Thread: 120D, 6/0 to match
Tail: Hackle Fibers
Rib: Brass Wire
Body: Hare’s mask
Wing Case: Turkey quill
Thorax: Peacock Hackle
Legs: Hackle fibers (chin)

Hook: #16-24
Bead: Brass, 3/32-inch
Thread: 8/0 Red
Gills: CDC puff, white
Rib: tinsel, very fine silver
or Crystal Flash, pearlescent
Body: Superfloss, red
Collar: Peacock herl

Adams

Elk Hair Caddis

Parachute Adams

Hook: Standard, sizes 14-18
Thread: Fire Orange or White,
Uni-thread 8/0
Tail, 5-6 Pheasant Tail fibers.
Body: About 0.012-inch brass or
copper wire
Wingcase: 5-6 Pheasant Tail fibers.
Thorax: Spiky dubbing to suit, like
squirrel or hares ear.

Hook: Dry fly hook, sizes 10-20
Thread: Gray or black
Wing: Antron yarn
Tail: Brown and grizzly hackle
mixed (moose mane for western
waters)
Body: Gray muskrat dubbing fur
Hackle: Brown and grizzly hackle
mixed (2 hackles normally, or 3 for
western style flies)

Bead Head Prince Nymph
Hook: 14-18 Nymph
Thread: Brown 8/0 Uni-Thread
Tail: 2 Brown Goose Biots
Body: Peacock Herl
Tail: Optional Gray hackle fibers
Head/Thorax:1/8 or 3/32 Gold Bead
Wing case: 2 White Goose Biots
Legs: Brown Partridge or Brown
Hackle Fibers

AZ Peacock Lady:
Hook: 2XL Nymph hook. 12, 14,or 16
Tail: Golden Pheasant neck – natural or died Red
Hackle: Brown and Grizzly (sized
for hooks.
Rib: Copper Wire
Body: Peacock

Hook: Dry fly hook, 6-20
Thread: Tan or colors of body dubbing
Body: Dubbed fine or super fine
Antron
Rib: .005 inch gold wire
Hackle: Brown hackle, tied palmer
style
Wing: Tan colored elk hair fibers
Head: Trimmed butts of elk hair
wing

Copper John Nymph
Hook: Nymph 10-18.
Thread/Head: Black, 6/0 8/0,
Gold bead,
Tail: Biots, Brown, Black Goose or
Turkey.
Body: Thread under Medium copper wire. .
Thorax: Peacock herl
Legs: Partridge.
Wingcase: Mylar strip Epoxy finish.

Wooly Bugger
Hook: Mustad 79580 or 9672 (sizes 4-16)
Thread: Color chosen to match fly
Tail: Marabou feathers (about as
long as shank of hook); optional
add Flashabou or Krystal flash to tail
Rib: Copper wire
Body: Chenille (Black and olive are
popular, but many colors are used)
Hackle: Saddle feathers tied palmer
style (tied spiral style the entire
length of the hook shank)

Stimulator

Hook: Standard dry fly; Size
10 - 22.
Thread: 3/0 to 6/0 black or
colored to match the underbody.
Tail: Moose body hair, hackle
fibers or other synthetic
fibers.
Body: silk dubbing, muskrat
under-fur, any fine gray dubbing.
Wing: Calf tail or body hair
(traditional) or antron,
Hackle: Quality brown and
grizzly neck or saddle hackle

Hook: Curved shank; Size 6-14.
Thread: 6/0 black or colored to
match the body.
Tail: Elk hair.
Body: Floss, herl, or other dubbing
for dry flies.
Wing: Elk hair, tied to flare slightly.
Hackle: Brown, tan or cree saddle or
neck hackle, Grizzly hackle wrapped
dry fly style near the head.
Rib: Fine gold wire.

Simi Seal Leech
Hook: 2x-3x nymph hook of choice
Bead: Color of choice matched to
hook size
Thread: 6 / 0 matching Arizona Simi
Seal color
Tail: Arizona Simi Seal color of
choice
Ribbing: Wire color of choice
Body: Arizona Simi Seal color of
choice

Damsel Nymph
Hook: 10 to 18.
Thread 3/0 or 6/0 black,
brown or olive.
Eyes plastic craft bead string,
brass bead chain
Rib: copper or brass wire Thorax: Marabou, same as body
Body Marabou.
Wing Case: Strip of fibers from
a turkey tail feather or pheasant tail feather
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EXTRA BONUS!! E-mail me, Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.com
and I will send you additional "Tying Instructions" for above receipts.
(In Subject line...type in: June Fly Tying)
NOTE: This is an e-mailed item to DFC members, only!
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SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP – September 24, 25 & 26.
Three nights lodging and two days guided fishing. This
is a great trip with great fishing and lots of fun. The
guides will provide the flies and put you on the fish. We
had twelve people on this trip last year and all said they
wanted to come back, that is a great endorsement. SAN
JUAN WINE FESTIVAL – The outing this year coincides
with the San Juan Wine Festival which features a great
variety of wine and good food. Most of us went to this
event two years ago and it was great fun. Fishing trip
is $560.00 per person with two people to a guide and
boat and double occupancy for the lodge rooms. There
is good food at the lodge and the owner, Chris Taylor,
does everything he can to show us a good time and
good fishing. You should bring a 4, 5 or 6 weight rod
and the guides furnish the tippet. There will be a sign
up sheet at the meeting beginning at the June meeting.
$200.00 will reserve you a spot for the trip and we will
need the full payment by the August meeting. Please
join us for a great time.
Questions? You can catch me at 602-451-9459
or...billy.wingo@phoenix.gov
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I GOT A TIGER BY THE TAIL....

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond,
"The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy", is
co-owner of Best
Hardware in Apache
Junction, AZ. He
is an enthusiastic,
caffeniated, fly
fisher in search of a
really good cookie.
His fly fishing stories
are published on
the web, in local
newspapers and
magazines. His
stories tangle family, friends, and fly
lines.

You gott’a try Tiger Muskie fly fishing! If you didn’t
know anything about this fish, just the name Tiger Muskie
should make you think of a furious predator worthy of your
time and attention. Tiger Muskie fly fishing is not new, but
it seems to be growing in popularity and general awareness.
I personally have been in pursuit of Tiger Muskie for four
years, and the more I find out about them the more I realize
their is more to learn. Certainly there are more fly fishers
into Trout and so new fly patterns and break throughs happen faster in the Trout world, but Muskie awareness is growing, and with it improvements in hooks, fly designs, rods,
reels, and handling of this beloved, toothy grinned giant.
You gott’a go where the fish are! Living in the desert
Southwest, close to Apache Junction, AZ (Phoenix) I am
used to traveling for my fishing adventures. I will travel 3
hours to Pike fish Upper Lake Mary, close to Flagstaff. I’ll
travel 2 hours to catch Trout in a small stream on the Mogollon Rim, and many of my favorite White Mountain spots are a
4 hour drive. Driving the 4 hours to Puerto Penasco, Mexico
for salt water fish is regularly on my fishing calendar. Heck,
I have been known to fish canals in Phoenix, because they
have some really large Carp in them. So, slipping across the
state line into New Mexico with a 4 1/2 hour drive to Quemado, or a 7 hour drive to Bluewater Lake is worth the effort,
to have a shot at some really large fish with a fly rod. The
small ones are around 30 inches and my largest a 46 inch
trophy sized fish.
You gott’a listen to the guide! If you want to accelerate your learning curve, you need a competent guide. Matt
Pelletier and David Goodrich are knowledgeable, and know
how to make you feel comfortable while you are learning
how to catch Tiger Muskie. They will give you a Masters Education in Tiger Muskie fly fishing if you pay attention. They
will show you better flies, how to tie those flies, improved
knots, better techniques, places on the lake to fish and when
to fish them. They can show you better ways to handle a Tiger Muskie that will be safer for you and the fish. The Desert
Fly Casters fly club had eleven members who fished Bluewater Lake, and had such a good experience . . . the only
question I got from the group was, “When can we go back
and fish again?”
You gott’a love this fish with a bad disposition and a
surly personality! They are usually described as big, mean,
ugly, nasty fish, not beautiful, dainty, or Trout like. They
do strange and mysterious things, like body surfing on the

waves of a windy day. They will cruise with their mouth
open and their head out of the water at the end of the day.
They will follow your fly, and refuse to bite it. Just seeing
one of the large fish cruising under your boat will get your
heart beating a little faster. Their hard boney mouth makes
it difficult to keep this fish on the hook. On my best days I
only land about half of the fish that I hook.
You gott’a have the following equipment if you decide to
fly fish for Tiger Muskie. A nine or ten weight fly rod would
be a good place to start. A reel large enough to handle a
10 weight fly line. Muskie will give a good fight, but they
won’t spool you. An XXL landing net. Minimum sixty pound
fluorocarbon for bite tippet (the guides were using eighty
pound). Bluewater has a large wadeable area, and you
could successfully fish this way. I used my pontoon boat and
found several fish this trip, and if you had access to a boat,
canoe, or kayak these also could be used. I thought my 8
inch flies were large enough, but I found that even larger
12-16 inch flies would get more Muskie attention. Fly lines
that I would recommend: intermediate sink clear, and 300400 grain sinking lines. If you had a floating line I would
recommend that you bring that also.
Notebook: When: Ice out - April - June 15 water gets too
hot during summer- October - December Ice over. Ice fishing is big here.
Where: Bluewater State Park Prewitt, NM. Camping & fishing is available at the State Park. Seven miles south of the
I-40 on a slightly hilly road. With power, water, bathrooms
$16 per night. Dry camping lake side $10 per night. Lodging is also available at The Bluewater Lake Lodge RV & Horse
Motel just outside the State Park, they have cabins call Trish
at 505 290 2699.
Useful fly patterns: Minimum 2/0 hook for your Deceiver
patterns tied 5-7 inches long, a better fly would be tied on
a 3/0-4/0 in a 8-10 size, and if you really want to get a Tiger
Muskie’s attention something in the 12-16 inch long tied on
an articulated shank with a size 5/0-7/0 size hook. Bigger
is better.
Fly shops/guides: Tumbleweed Fly & Tackle - Brothers
Nate and David Goodrich 505 240 1604. FE Fish Enchantment Guides Matt Pelletier 505 264 2999.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be
reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com and at 480 982 7461.
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...continued from page 2-

COLOR, SIZE AND SHAPE

Imitating the basic shape of the insect is important and as is matching the proper size however matching the size, shape and color does not mean that you have to be exact in these requirements. Often we take this a step beyond what is necessary.
However, I fully realize and accept that many imitations are tied to satisfy both the trout and
the angler and I have no problem with this artistic endeavor as long as we realized it as such and
not given to allurements which are without merit.
As much as color, size and shape are important I think that the illusion of life is equally important to the success of any imitation and I try to incorporate this factor into all the patterns where
it is practical to do so.
I have spent a lifetime chasing trout, tying flies and studying the various methods and strategies to entice the trout to take my offerings. I have also spent years reading the pages of the past
masters of this sport and have come to believe that nymphs, emergers and even some dry flies
are enhanced by adding the illusion of life to the imitation.
Therefore, I often employed the use of wet hen hackles, soft game-bird hackles and even
after-shaft feathers to achieved the look I desire and on some patterns both wet and dry I used
legs made of rubber, silicone and manmade fibers like super floss to achieve the desire results.
Remember the rules of fly fishing and fly tying are that there are no rules. In fly fishing and fly
tying rules are created by man to control a series of events which really cannot be controlled.
There is nothing wrong with having an opinion on the importance of size, shape, color or the
illusion of life. However, to believe that your ideas are always right and everyone else is wrong
will stop you from learning and advancing as a fly fisher.
The best advise that I can offer the fly angler or the fly tier is to always be open minded and
willing to learn and try different ideas and methods.
Also remember it isn't what the trout's may see, is it what the brain does with the impulses it
receives from the eyes of the trout.
Trout are naturally wary; an instinct that has been honed for thousands of years and at times
they are indeed difficult to entice to our offerings. However, it is a mistake to give them powers
of thought that they simply do not have. It's unlikely that we will ever totally understanding the
actions of the trout. There are questions that we will never be able to satisfactorily answer nor
were we meant to. For without the mystery and challenge this sport would soon become boring and I sense that if we were always successful and knew everything we might all give up fly
fishing entirely and take up golf.
Enjoy & Good Fishin'

Let’s go to the San Juan!

About this time four years ago my friend Billy Wingo called me up and invited me to
go with him and the members of the Desert Fly Casters to the San Juan. I accepted the
invitation mostly because Billy and I had not had many opportunities to connect since
2006 and a good visit was long over-due. Texans are generally Bass fishermen, mostly
because there are no trout to be found. I spent the next few week reading, watching
videos and purchasing the needed equipment for our outing.
Since I didn’t know anything about fly fishing I flew to Phoenix and we headed out
a couple of days ahead of the club so Billy could show me some of the basics. The first
two days were quite an education of this old Texan. I had to learn a new way of casting, setting the hook and even standing (as in the river) just to mention a few things
that were different to what I had known for almost sixty years. I was enjoying myself
and the visit with Billy, but the real fun started when the Club members starting showing up on Thursday night. The opportunity to sit and visit and enjoy some of the good
food at the Back Cast Café was exceptional.
Thursday morning started another new experience for me, the guided float trip on
the San Juan River. It didn’t take long for me to get hooked (pun intended). My first
day on the river with guide, Bubba Smith, was one I will never forget. Between the
guides and Billy’s good coaching, I learned the basics and had a blast.
Since that first trip we have made the trip four times, each time staying longer and
fishing more. The DFC trip is well organized, reasonability prices and a ton of fun. I
have been a club member for four years and I always look forward to the trip to Fisheads San Juan River Lodge, the good food at the Back Cast Café, the friendly staff and
great fishing guides. I hope you will join Billy and me for this year’s trip.
Michael Black
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OUTINGS- 2015
JUNE OUTING

White Mountains Extravaganza

June 11-14, 2015

Host: Joe Staller
joseph.staller@freescale.com / joestaller@yahoo.com

JULY OUTING
Durango, Colorado
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