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DECEMBER DFC CLUB MEETING...

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Our own DFCer, Larry Allan will give us the latest on
fishing the flats in Texas for Redfish...
Hook-up with all of us for the
December 10th DFC Trout Bum gathering!
Catch all of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an' fish an' talk fish while enjoying the out-of-doors in Arizona!
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CATCH US HERE:
Desert Fly Casters
Web Site
www.desertflycasters.com
President
Joe Staller
joestaller@yahoo.com
Vice President
Michael Georgopapadakos
michaelg29@yahoo.com
Secretary
Helen Corson
HTCorson@aol.com
Treasurer
Harriet Georgopapadakos
harrietg@q.com
Programs
Gentry Smith
design@gentrysmith.com
Outings
Tom Horvath
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
Membership
Dave Weaver
dweaver16@cox.net
Website
Bill Batchelor
wlbatch@cox.net
News Letter
Robert McKeon
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Mark it down on your calendars!
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2015
ANNUAL DFC BANQUET

EARLY DONATIONS...
Received to date a Creek Company
Sport XL pontoon, a Creek Company
420 float tube, miscellaneous fly
tying equipment, miscellaneous flies
and several discount for various fly
fishing equipment.
Stay in touch with us, we need all
of your support for the yearly DFC
Banquet.
...Got Questions? Got Donations?

Catch me, Charlie Roser at:
chasr123@cox.net

Joe Staller • December 2014

I’ve attended two great DFC outings since our last newsletter. Unfortunately, wind
plagued our Becker Lake outing, so attendees scrambled to find spots out of the gale
force winds. A few of us hit a small stream (populated with small brown trout) where
the preferred technique was to stand upwind and let the wind deliver the cast, or if one
were patient, wait for a lull in the wind and use a roll cast or short overhead cast to deliver the fly. Needless to say it was quite challenging, but we each picked up some fish.
Others from the club opted for the “big fish” option and headed for Silver Creek. We did
have a great turnout for the club dinner and Gentry Smith and Tom and Mindy Horvath
did a great job on the marinated steak fajitas, rice and beans.
A few weeks later, we had a great Rocky Point, Mexico outing in November. As the
host, Vince Deadmond succinctly noted: “Well no one had to stay in jail very long so I think it was a good
Rocky Point trip!” We had close to 40 folks attend this outing, and almost everyone had some great fishing. We caught triggers, cabrilla and grouper right in front of old town, and those who drove out to the
estuary did well on nice sized orange mouth corvina. Gary Bedsworth did a great job on the dutch oven
fish stew on Friday night, and I think our group made the day for the folks at El Capitan Saturday evening,
where we held our banquet and raffle and did our best to clean out their liquor cabinet. Kudos go out
to Vince Deadmond for hosting this event, and to all of the club members who donated raffle prizes. For
those of you still concerned about going to Mexico, I urge you to try to attend this outing next year, or to
hook up with Vince to learn the ins and outs of traveling to and fishing in Rocky Point.
Although the year is winding down, we still have some fishing opportunities. DFC will hold an outing
at Butcher Jones Beach at Saguaro Lake on Saturday, December 13. Bring your float tube/kickboat/canoe/kayak and your collection of sinking lines, and your sunfish, trout and bass flies. Contact Dick Brooks
for more info. A lot of the urban lakes are kicking out some nice carp, and folks have been catching them
on egg patterns and dry flies.
Heads up that our annual DFC banquet will be held Wednesday February 11, at the Knights of Columbus hall in Chandler. The DFC banquet committee is hard at work to make this a great event, but we could
use your help in soliciting donations from local businesses, as well as considering making a donation on
your own. This is the big annual fund raiser for our club, and helps fund the activities in our club. Your
help is much appreciated!
It’s also not too soon to start thinking about giving back to the fly fishing community. The Desert
Fly Casters do a great job for our members in providing education (fly tying, casting, rod building, fly
fishing 101) as well as great monthly speakers (Skip Morris, Phil Rowley, flyfishingfood.com guys) and
fun outings (White Mountains, Lee’s Ferry, the San Juan etc.) I’m hopeful that we have some folks in the
club that are willing to step up and help us provide these services. You do not need to be an expert fly
fisherperson—enthusiasm and drive go a long way! Please contact me or other members of the board if
you would be interested..
Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at night. Those mice are sneaky. Very sneaky.

Joe

Questions? Comments? ...Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com...or... joseph.staller@freescale.com

Mark them there
calendars...Save your
pine cones...t wigs, branches,
corn kernnels an’ make
plans to attend our
Annual DFC Banquet
Wednesday, February 11, 2015
See ya then!

A GUY WALKS INTO A BAR...

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond,
"The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy", is
co-owner of Best
Hardware in Apache
Junction, AZ. He
is an enthusiastic,
caffeniated, fly
fisher in search of a
really good cookie.
His fly fishing stories
are published on
the web, in local
newspapers and
magazines. His
stories tangle family, friends, and fly
lines.

R

ecipe for a good time: Start with a warm
sunny destination like Puerto Penasco, Mexico. Add some nuts, (your fishing buddies),
blend in some food, drink, fly fishing, music, stories,
and some really bad jokes, this combination is likely
to produce a memorable weekend. The fly fishing is
good enough in Rocky Point to persuade three friends
from San Diego to join us for a second time.
Some of our group started the drive from Phoenix
early Thursday morning so they could arrive in time
to fish the afternoon tide at the Second Estuary. It’s
always a good start to be able to fish on a travel day.
Just getting your gear set up so you can fish the next
day is a good thing. I caught a nice Orange Mouth
Corvina and my friend Gary caught a large, 15 inch,
Bone Fish. Not a bad start. We got back to our camp
at the Playa de Oro RV Park and got ready to fish the
following morning.
For the fly fisher trying to use his inflatable pontoon
boat, the fishing day is planned around the tide chart
and the wind. From the RV Park an incoming tide
will take you into town. An outgoing tide will bring
you back again, unless the wind is strong enough to
change your direction. Friday morning conditions
were good for a float and fishing trip into town. We
left the RV Park around sunrise and fished to the Vina
del Mar Hotel where we would stop for breakfast at
the Maria Bonita Restaurant. The high tide was at 8:00
AM, we fished until 10:00 AM before we took a break
and got off the water. We had a large group, 18 pontoon boats on the water. Some of our group continued fishing and some were glad to take a break. If the
wind becomes a problem one can take a taxi back to
the RV Park and pick up your truck or SUV so you don’t
need to row back against the wind. Friday was a mild
wind day and many folks fished back to the camp.
I’ll admit to being frugal, friends and family call me
C.B. (Cheap Bastard), but some of my friends are even
tighter than I am. (My wife Debi has a hard time with

this concept.) So, for Friday nights festivities I encouraged the attendees to bring the top shelf appetizers,
and they came through big time. There were grilled
shrimp, boiled and seasoned shrimp, wonderful salads, smoked meats, cheese and veggie trays, rum cake,
brownies, some really good eats to savor before the
aroma of the Dutch Oven cooking took us over the
edge. Gary Bedsworth our chef had crafted a cioppino soup, rice, beans, and bread menu that got rave
reviews.
Saturday fishing was a repeat of Friday, but it was
more windy, so more people took a shuttle back to the
RV Park on their return trip. We again caught some
good fish, Cabrilla, Grouper, Trigger, Orange Mouth
Corvina, and Sierra Mackerel. Our evening entertainment was at El Capitan where we had dinner, drink,
mariachi music, balloons, and a raffle that added to
the festivities. Our large group was well taken care
of, and the atmosphere was enjoyable. I was looking
forward to Sunday where everyone was on their own
schedule. My plan was to watch some football. Several of the guys had not got enough fishing in yet so
they went out to the Second Estuary. It was too windy
to launch the boats, but one could still fish from shore.
The wind was so bad several of the guys decided not to
fish. Dave Weaver started making some casts and immediately found some large (18-22 inch fish) Orange
Mouth Corvina close to shore. After about the third
fish that Dave caught the other guys were scrambling
to assemble their fishing gear and get in on the action.
The guys caught so many fish, they even gave some to
Dewy, one of the residents in the Playa de Oro RV Park.
It was Sunday afternoon and I was watching a football game, I had caught a ride down to Jillz South Side
on Calle 13 to view the game. Before I left I handed my
keys to Dick Brooks and ask my friends if they knew
how to find the place. They assured me they would
be along soon. I thought they were slow to arrive, and
when they did, one of the guys walked into the bar and
said, “You need to come outside and talk to the Police.”
Dick had made an illegal left turn at Calle 13, and the
new plates for my vehicle had not arrived yet. So Dick
and I followed the officer to the police station where
our lame excuses fell on deaf ears and we needed to
come up with $140 for our fine. We paid up and got
back to Jillz Place for the end of the football game. All
in all the police were very professional and it would
probably been a bigger fine if it had occurred in Phoenix. A nun, a priest, a hardware guy, a Scotsman, a fly
fisher, a rabbi, and a blond walk into a bar in Puerto
Penasco, Mexico. Jill the bartender looks at them and
asks, “Is this some kind of a joke?”
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy
can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache
Trail, Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com and
at 480 982 7461.

Catch up with photos from the Rocky Point trip on page 4>
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....Snippets:
Many thanx to Vince!!
.....experience necessary to pull it off. I only wished I followed the
suggestions to get off the water at 10:30 before the big winds
and waves made the row back to the launch point work. The
shuttle is the best option for enjoyment and safety. We stop
fishing on the bay at 10:30 when the winds pick up, why should
I expect it to be differentin Rocky Point. We made it back to San
Diego safe and sound, no problems at theborder crossing.
Thanks for all the good company and the adventure. Seeing
the poverty in Puerto Penasco makes me appreciate more of the
blessings that I have. Sometimes life is too good for me to really
appreciate it.
Lefty
Vince
As always great job. FYI we do use the contact for the condo’s
you gave me last year and it works out great.
Tom
Well Vince I triple what Joe and David said. You really do an excellent trip, well planned and even in another country! Your passion
for fishing and the club really shows and I appreciate you and
how the other members are so helpful and generous! This club
is awesome!!! Thanks again Vince for hosting, Gary for cooking,
Dave for teaching me how to filet, Etc. Etc.
Rod
I double what Joe said. I've always loves this outing and though
the waves were rougher this year, the fishing was still good and
the weather great. Thank you Vince for all your hard work and
especially choosing a color of shirt I am proud to wear. Love the
trigger fish on it too. Glad I got to stay at the camp this year and
hang out with some of the members I really haven't had a chance
to talk with before.
David
Copy ALL that for Vince’s efforts. Vince does this every year. Tiz
nice to see a large turnout this year. Vince’s great promo, great
trigger T’s, etc paid off .Great fishing helps. I believe everyone
caught some nice fish too. I’m sure there are many pictures
of big fish. Some fished in front of the fish market area and
slammed lots of triggers. For those who had to leave Sunday,
we caught over 40 of these brute orange mouth corvina Sunday
and Monday at La Pinta casting from shore averaging about
18-20”. ‘ALL you need is an 8wt’. Hopefully we can do all this
again next year.
Dave
Hey Dave,
Looks to me that brute is about 28 to 30” Nice going.
Jerry

Photos by: Carl Rutherford
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Fins

Questions?
Catch me, Carl at:
carlruthe@gmail.com

Last month, I noticed people in pontoon boats having difficulty either maintaining position or moving against the wind at Becker Lake using their fins. I saw the same problem fining against wind and
current at Rocky Point this last week. I would like to suggest that anyone having these problems
evaluate their fins.
Some of the fins sold for pontoon boats are very inefficient. I come from a scuba background in the
northwest. Having efficient fins is essential for scuba diving when diving in areas of heavy currents.
We don’t any oars for backup. Even though my son and I no longer scuba dive, I have kept a few pair
of fins. These fins are 20 years old, yet they are more efficient than most all of the fins I have seen
being used for fishing in pontoon boats. Two of my fishing buddies have recently used a pair of my
fins. Both stated that the scuba fins were much better than their fins.
I have a pair of Tusa, Apollo Biofins and Scubapro Twin Jets. There are many types of scuba fins
and I am not going to recommend any brand or type. The internet has many listings for testings and
comparisons of fins. Some fins are expensive. But there are used fins for sale on the web. Being in
Arizona, you are at disadvantage since there are not as many shops and divers as in Washington and
British Columbia. Two of my fins are “split fins”. These are far superior to the Tusa fins. These have
their paddles split down the middle. The advantage of these is that you get more power with less
stress on the legs and thighs. There are many brands making these. You also want to get an ‘open
heel’ so you can slip your bootie in the fin boot. A retention strap is required since most scuba fins
either sink or have neutral buoyancy. I would caution anyone trying out a pair of scuba fins for the
first time, take it easy. These fins can put a lot more force on your thighs and legs than your old ones.
I would be happy to discuss this with members. I would also lend a pair out for a short time, with
the caution that my split fins run about $200 to replace.

Carl Rutherford

Desert Fly Casters

DFC Conservation Update
Desert Fly Casters members Joe Staller, Gentry Smith, John Rohmer,
Mike Stewart, Joe Miller and Jim Walker all participated in the Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited Planning Meeting at the Bass Pro
Shop in Mesa.
On Saturday November the 22nd, 2014, Joe Miller, Trout Unlimited National Leadership Council Arizona Representative, Bob Youtz,
TU State Council Chairman, Jim Walker, Zane Grey TU Chapter
President, and Brad Powell, TU staff, conducted an all-day face
to face State Council planning meeting with fantastic participation
from the Arizona Game and Fish Department, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, US National Forest Service, all the state’s TU chapters, the
major fly fishing clubs in the state, the Arizona Wildlife Foundation,
the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, representativefrom the Department of the Interior's Adaptive Management
Workgroup for the Colorado River Glenn Canyon Dam (Lees Ferry Fishery), The White Mountain Lakes Foundation, and a
number of other conservation oriented groups.
Some highlights of the meeting were presentations from AZGFD Fisheries Chief Chris Cantrell on recent state wide Angler
Preference surveys indicating a lot of fishing and very good satisfaction levels among anglers, and the announcement of plans
for stocking Tiger Trout (bigger, faster, meaner) next year. Also, AZGFD representatives Curt Gill and Jake Jaeger reported on
scheduled stream restoration work for Canyon Creek to be done this winter, with more work next year, and planned work to start
next year on the lower portions of Haigler Creek (browns, rainbows). Christopher Creek is also on the near future schedule.
They also reported very good increase in the number of brown trout “Redds” – spawning nests, found in Canyon Creek after
the most recent placement of gravel in the creek bed. Native Trout Program manager Mike Anderson reported on progress with
stream temperature monitoring for Apache and Gila trout, expansion of Apache trout stocking in streams, and the planned opening of a stream for Gila trout Catch and Release.
Lees Ferry reports by John Hamill of TRCP and Gary Stinson of Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation indicated progress on the LTEMP EIS for Glen Canyon dam, and that the Lees Ferry Fishery Research & Management Plan being worked on by
recreational fisheries representatives sponsored by IFFF and TU, together with AZGFD, was progressing very well. There were
comments that USFWS now views the management of Lees Ferry for Rainbow Trout as an important element for the management of the endangered chub species further down the river.
John Rohmer and Tim Oliver of White Mountain Lakes Foundation reported on foundation activities, focusing on Crescent
and upcoming efforts on the Little Colorado River. Trout Unlimited members reported on TU’s anticipated Southwest Trout
Initiative, an effort that has really already begun with locally driven projects and activities; the national organization is now formalizing recognition and support of that effort in their 2015-2020 Strategic Planning Process.
Other organizations also participating in or represented at the meeting were the Western Rivers Action Network and the Wildlife
Resource Partners sponsored by Audobon Arizona and the Arizona Wildlife Federation, Fly Fishing Clubs (Arizona Fly Casters AFC, Desert Fly Casters DFC, Northern Arizona Fly Casters NAF, White Mountains Fly Fishers, Sun City Grand Flycasters,
Verde Fly Fishing Club), the Hunting and Angling Heritage Workgroup (HAHWG), Project Healing Waters, Salt River Project
(SRP) and others.
More details of specific planning and collaborations will be reported in future conservation updates.

For more information contact DFC Conservation co-Chair Joe Miller at jam@prairietriz.com.

I've managed to convince my wife that somewhere in
the Bible it says, 'Man cannot have too many shotguns
and fishing poles.'
Norman Schwarzkopf

Desert Fly Casters

EDUCATION BITS an' Stu ff
...from Dick Brooks

Comments...Questions?? Catch me at: gdubby77@gmail.com
who swear by single-strand monofilament leaders with
multiple complex knots might be convinced that a furled
leader is simply out of the question. Consider, however,
that furled leaders don’t kink. They have a superior shock
absorption that in single-strand leaders is usually incorporated into class tippets (near the fly). Too, they turn over
more smoothly than any step-down, knotted leader can.
They land on the water like a butterfly. Nothing against a
good knotted leader, but the step-downs are abrupt, and
the knots can and do collect grass and slime.
But rather than chance overdoing the hype, let’s make one,
and you decide if it has merit.

Making a Furled Leader

The Case
for the
Furled
Leader...

If there is one thing fly fishers become downright dogmatic
about, it is the construction of our personal leaders.
This (above) is a completed furled leader.
FLY FISHERPERSONS are a unique breed. They come in a
multiplicity of sizes and shapes, yet share a passionate devotion to the outdoors and a fierce loyalty to an exclusive
kind of fishing. After that, the differences are mostly differences of opinion. Fly fishers have unyielding commitments to particular makes and models of rods and reels,
and intense views about choices of backing, working line,
and flies appropriate to various conditions. Fly fishing is
eminently personal.
If there is one thing we become downright dogmatic
about, it is the construction of our personal leaders, made
so by our choices of knots and their relative distribution.
Considering the controversy surrounding knots of choice,
weight and brands of monofilament appropriate for various fish and conditions, and ratios of step downs, the writer knows that when he suggests a strangely different kind
of leader construction, he can expect no small amount of
polite derision. As I begin A Case for the Furled Leader, I
am reminded of a statistics professor who entered class the
first day looking even more uncomfortable than the rest
of us. He fumbled with the feared textbook and — after a
long silence — remarked, “I find it hard to justify beginning
a semester teaching you things I suspect you will reject in
the end.”
If you happen to take a liking to a furled, tapered leader,
you can make one with approximately 90 feet of monofilament and the instructions in this article. Sounds like a
lot of mono for a ten-foot leader, but think of how many
you can make from one 500-yard spool. I inquired about
one I made for a friend, just last evening. He reported that
he caught over a hundred fish using it, most of which he
caught after he got a wind knot in it. (Incidentally, furled
leaders resist wind knots.) My friend said he retired the
leader after a year, recently, and was glad I brought it up,
because he wanted another. I was flattered and so I made
him one. Actually, they are quite easy to make, once you
get the hang of it.
Now I’ll tell you how I furl leaders as good as I’ve seen.

Why Consider Trying a Furled Leader?

If you are a knot lover, even the thought of tying a knotless leader might trouble you. But there are some distinct
advantages. A furled leader tapers smoothly from butt to
tippet. Additionally, a furled leader has no memory (at
all). It is as limp as a dishrag. In saltwater fly fishing, folks

First, you need to make a jig. You may think any leader that
requires a jig isn’t worthwhile, but keep in mind that you’re
tying a leader that could very well last you through hundreds of fish. And the jig itself should never wear out.

The jig with a “footer” that holds a cup hook
The jig shown in the illustrations that follow is needed to
maintain and control multiple strands of very small monofilament. Variations of placement of dowels are possible, but all
serve the same purpose: to hold the monofilament while you
assemble the various “paths” of the individual strands. (A good
analogy might be a weaver’s loom.)
Any 10-foot 1" X 4" or 2" X 4" will do fine. Begin by affixing a
piece of 1" or 2" stock to one of the boards as a “footer”, using
wood glue and staples or nails. Various sources call for two or
three cup hooks screwed into this headpiece for attaching the
strands. I prefer one hook only…as opposed to moving greatly
twisted lines from hook to hook when doing additional procedures.
Next, you’ll need to place some dowels at strategic places for
wrapping strands of mono. An old broom handle is perfect.
Likely it will be 1" in diameter, and you can drill 1" holes and
tap 3"- or 4"-long dowels in place. A small amount of wood
glue holds them in place. What you will be doing is locating
two rows of dowels at different intervals that will effect a
smooth taper when the strands are furled together. Sources
vary regarding spacing the dowels. This boils down to individual preference and as you’ll see it can greatly effect the final “topology” of the leader. This is why furled leader making
ranks only slightly beneath fly tying in personal appeal, rigid
loyalty, and guarded esoterica. You could get creative, but I’ve
tried many variations and suggest that with your first jig you
don’t, until you see just how the dowel spacing influences the
construction

....This will be a 2 part article continuied in a
future DFC Newsletter
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OUTINGS- 2014

EARLY, DECEMBER 13, 2014

Butcher Jones Beach at Saguaro Lake

The plan is to meet at the beach at 8:00 a.m. early Saturday, December 13th. You will still
need your Tonto Pass (1 per vehicle). • Float tubes or kick boats would be nice, but you
can also launch non-motorized craft from the beach—kayaks and canoes.

Questions?? Host: Dick Brooks can be caught at...gdubby77@gmail.com

Reminder...mark me on your calendars!
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2015
ANNUAL DFC BANQUET
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sday...
See ya Wedne , 2014
December 10
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