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July was an eventful month for me. I had a bit of a health scare—and spent my
4th of July weekend recovering from surgery. I did not let it affect my fishing too
much though, I went to Canyon Lake the weekend before my surgery, and still
made the Durango outing just 2 weeks after my surgery. Speaking of Durango,
I think everyone that went had a great time. I got to fish two new (to me, of
course) small streams and really had a blast catching stream bred rainbows and
brookies on big dry flies. Some in our group fished the Animas river right in
town, and others went to the San Juan. The dynamic duo of Tom Horvath and
Tom Russo even went lake fishing for pike and smallmouth. The southern Colorado area really has a
lot of fishing choices. I hope this becomes one of our standard trips.
Did you see the feature article in the July South West Fly Fishing magazine about our club’s trip
to Lee’s Ferry last year? Our very own Gentry Smith is the author, and he did us proud. Bring your
copy of SW Fly Fishing to the August swap meet and ask Gentry to sign it—I’m sure his fee will be
reasonable!
As I just mentioned, in lieu of our regular meeting format we will have our annual swap meet in
August (same time and place as our regular meeting), so bring some of your excess or lightly used
gear and make a swap for something you can use. We will also be having fly tying and rod building
demos, and a few folks from related organizations (Like Fish and Game, WMLF, FFF) to talk about
their organizations. Also on August 18, Vince Deadmond will host our float down the Salt River. It
might be warm, but we will get an early start to avoid the worst of the heat (and the tubers). Leave
the waders at home for this one: we will wet wade to stay cool. This is a great opportunity to see
some beautiful sections of the Salt River, and there is a good chance we will see some wild horses
and other wildlife. And, it’s so close to home—no excuse for missing this one!
I’m an old fashioned guy that still reads a newspaper each morning. A letter to the editor caught
my eye today—the writer had stopped at the Phon D. Sutton access point on the Salt River and was
appalled by the amount of garbage and debris that was present. For the Salt River float (and all
other DFC outings) we will be providing a kit of vinyl gloves and trash bags, and ask that you pick
up a bag or two. Not only is it good for the environment, you also earn raffle tickets for a rod built
by Dave Weaver, master rod builder to the stars!
Joe Staller
Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com

AUGUST 14, 2013 • DFC CLUB MEETING

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

A night to remember with all the DFC Trout Bums.
Also...Check out some Fly Rod Building...Fly Tying Demo...
Arizona Fish & Game...FFF Local Guides...and much, much more!!
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

Desert Fly Casters

LOWER SALT RIVER FLOAT • Sunday, August 18, 2013
Sunday August 18 - 6AM arrive at Phon D Sutton. We need time to assemble boats, rig gear, and shuttle vehicles to Granite Reef.
7AM - Launch boats - fish, photograph, enjoy.
11:00AM-12:00 Noon - arrive Granite reef - pack up, shuttle back to Phon D Sutton, clean up.
12:30 PM - Lunch at Vince Deadmond's home 8540 E McDowell #14 Mesa, AZ - 15 minutes from Granite Reef. Good time to compare
notes, tell fish stories, & plan future fishing trips.

VINCE DEADMOND

Questions??...Catch me at: 480 818 1796 or vince@ajbest.com

San Juan River Outing September 26-29, 2013
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Sign-Ups with deposit are now being taken...
Again this year we will be staying at Fisheads San Juan River Lodge. We currently have
15 signed up. Attendees must be firmed up and paid in full by the Aug meeting. This
year we will have our banquet on Friday night. Sat night we will head to Wines of The
San Juan for the wine festival.
This year we have 3 options. Option 1 & 2 are based on double occupancy.
Option1: 3 nights lodging 2 days guided fishing. Cost $590 includes taxes & banquet.
Option 2: 3 nights lodging 1 day guided fishing. Cost $390 includes taxes & banquet.
Option 3: Stay at Cottonwood Camp ground and fish on your own or reserve a guide with Fisheads. Guide for a day for 2 with taxes & banquet is $460 ($230 per person). Banquet only is $30.
Your host for this year’s trip will be Charlie Rosser. I will not be at the meeting but you can see Tom Horvath
or Gentry Smith to sign-up and collect your payment. Again, payment in full is due at the Aug meeting. Any
questions call me at 480-586-7163 or e-mail at chasr123@cox.net.

Any questions call me at 480-586-7163 or e-mail at chasr123@cox.net.

October Club Outing:

White Mountains – Fall Fishing for Big Trout (and Huge Muskies)!
When: Thursday October 24th – Sunday October 27th, 2013
Where: Rode Inn Motel -- Springerville, AZ
Host: Gentry Smith | Tom Horvath | Vince Deadmond
Cost: $140 per person – 3-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room
$100 per person – 2-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room
The club has once again reserved a block of rooms at the Rode Inn Motel located in the town of Springerville. All rooms
at the Rode Inn feature two queen beds, television, refrigerator, coffee pot, microwave oven and free Wi-Fi. Single King
rooms are available upon request. We will have access to their banquet room Friday night, where will host a group dinner
for DFC members staying at the motel. This meal is included in the cost of this trip.
Fall is a great time to target larger fish cruising in the shallower water in the White Mountains. For the browns this time of
year means spawning season and for the rainbows it is time to bulk up for the impending winter months ahead. Possible
lakes to fish include Becker, Sunrise, Hawley, Crescent, Big Lake and many others. This is also a great time to try the area’s
streams, such as the Little Colorado, and the West and East Forks of the Black River. The upper section of Silver Creek will
be open and full of retired broad stock. And if that isn’t enough, Vince Deadmond will be leading the charge over to Quemado Lake, NM to chase huge muskies!
In the past, many club members have landed some of their biggest fish in Arizona on this trip. If you have not experience
the White Mountains in the fall—you really are missing out.
To sign-up, see Gentry Smith at the next club meeting for more details.
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DFC Conservation Committee
CLEAN – UP Campaign - Custom Rod RAFFLE

The DFC Conservation Committee Clean UP Raffle has officially Launched!
We’ve Cleaned up Durango!! Or at least parts of the Animas River, and some of the small streams nearby. Lots of
TRASH picked up and deposited in Approved trash bins, and
we got a lot of great public notice from people rafting on the
Animas, and “Thank You’s” from bystanders just out relaxing
in the Great Outdoors, and from other Fishermen. Even the
Guides thought it was a great project.
James Murphy had one passing rafter yell “GOOD KARMA!!!!” when he saw James filling his collection bag while
fighting a fish! We made a good impression in a great vacation town. Others just asked what we were doing, and appreciated our efforts. Ant it was EASY!!!!! Just pick it up, stick
it in the handy bags we passed out, and drop the full bag in a
trash bin or waste can. We’ve got lots of those bags to fill! I
recommend just hanging a bag on your belt. It’s handy.
BOARD Extends Raffle Drawing to November Meeting
The DFC Board has decided that the Raffle Drawing for the
Special Rod will be held at the regular meeting in November, on November 13. That will give more club members an
opportunity to Clean Up other people’s acts, leave the Great
Outdoors looking a little better, and earn FREE Raffle Tickets
on the Custom Rod Dave Weaver is building. It’s a Beauty!

The 2013 DFC White
Mountain Extravaganza
June 21-23 at the
Winn Campground
in the White Mountains
Notes from... Mike Yavello

So now members will have the opportunity to get a Raffle
Ticket for every bag of trash they collect at the Salt River
Outing August 18, the San Juan Outing late September, Becker Lake / White Mtns in October, and Rocky Point in early
November.
RULES: It’s really Simple! Just get a few collection bag kits
(bag and gloves) from the Outing Host, or designated Clean
Up Campaign Flunky, Pick up any trash you see along the
streamside, lakeshore, beach, camping area, or Where-ever,
stick it in the bag, and drop the filled bag in an approved
trash collection receptacle. Keep count of the bags you fill,
and report to the Outing Host, or to the designated Flunky.
It’s an HONOR System. NO WEIGH-INS!!!!
For every Bag deposited, ONE Ticket with YOUR Name
on it will be put into the Official Rod Raffle Jar (Originally a
Mixed Nuts Jar from Costco) for the November Raffle. Better yet, Fill up a LOT of trash collection bags, and get a LOT
of Raffle chances. Right now, James Murphy has the lead in
number of Chances!! Get Out There and Clean UP!!!!
Questions??....Wanna talk??
Catch, Joe Miller, at: jam@prairietriz.com

....With the notable exception of the constant, strong wind, the weather could
not have been nicer, with temperatures in the low 80’s. Approximately 15 people
stayed at the campground and several others made the trek in from the Pinetop/
Lakeside area.
With the wind blowing as hard as it was, folks had to make some choices about
where to fish. Based on some good information Cinda Howard and others provided us about Crescent Lake fishing really well, several people, including Whitney
Hanson and Rick Scott and his nephew, decided to go there despite the wind. They
were, by all reports, very successful catching good-sized rainbows on a variety of
wooly buggers and nymphs on Saturday morning.
Others, including Tom Horvath, Skip Culbert and Dave Weaver, sought shelter
from the wind on Reservation Lake and did quite well for themselves in the shelter
of the dam.
A few others, myself included, decided to forego the lakes entirely and hit
the local small streams. I went early to the Little Colorado at Sheep Crossing and
started fishing upstream from there, based on the outstanding time everyone from
last year had there. When I arrived I met DFC friend and AZGFD Biologist Lorraine Avenetti, who was conducting a creel count. Lorraine told me the stream
was stocked recently and I should find fish. I started from the bridge at Sheep
Crossing and headed upstream. I saw no fish at all for probably the first mile and
a half that I walked. Once out of the open area and into the more heavily wooded
section, I started to see small Apache trout. I ended up catching 4 and had a blast
doing it. After the Little Colorado I decided to hit Crescent for part of the afternoon. I caught one rainbow, the surrendered to the blowing wind and called it an
afternoon.
That night’s crawfish boil and chili pot-luck was a complete success. The crawfish traps yielded enough crawfish for everyone to get a taste or their fill and there
was more excellent chili than we knew what to do with. Fish stories were told and
a good time was had by all.
My thanks to everyone who attended this year’s White Mountain Extravaganza.
I appreciate all the help you gave me and I’m looking forward to doing it again
next year.
Questions???
Catch me at: mike.yavello@gmail.com

Desert Fly Casters

August Fly of the Month
This no name bugger will receive a name if
it catches anything. Note to Larry Allen, the
Mustad hook box has Allen’s Fly Shop on it.
Wonder how old that is?

Mark your calendar for, Wednesday, September 11, 2013.
Our DFC meeting will have fly fishing guru: Vince Deadmond.
(TAH DAH!!)
A slide presentation on Rocky Point will be given and an invitation to
join the club on it's 51st visit to Puerto Penasco. Topics to be covered:
equipment, where to fish, kinds of fish to expect, techniques for
saltwater fishing, safety, camping, hotels, or resorts.
(...but, WAIT!!)

Eating drinking and other activities will also be covered.

(TAH DAH!!)

Recipe
Tom’s No Name Bugger
Hook
Thread
Tail
Tail
Tail
Body
Body
Legs
Hackle Collar
Collar

Mustad 9575
Black 6/0 Uni
Black Marabou
Orange Marabou
Krystal Flash Orange
Lg. Root beer Estaz
Saddle Black
Rainbow Shimmer
Black Saddle Lg.
Ice Dub Blue Steelie

Got questions??
Catch me, Tom Horvath at:
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com

Mike's
Streamside
Notebook...

From the Durango club outing.
Fly fishing the upper mountain streams in an area called the Purgatory, - elevation 10,912 feet, in Durango, Colorado.
Due to muddy water, I had to cast with a dry fly to attract the fish
connected to a 'dropper' just below the surface with a wet midge
that actually caught the fish; high sticking all the way with no
slack.
The fishing was cut short by a monsoon just before noon requiring a 2 mile hike back to the car in torrential rain, thunder and
lightning over steep terrain and through a blue spruce forest
whose trail became an ankle deep stream.
In 2 hours of actual fishing, hooked cutthroat, brook and rainbow
trout 12" to 14" and landed a 14" rainbow.
Michae l Ge orgopapadakos
Que s t ions...?? Catch me at: michae lg29@yahoo.com
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Fly Tying Corner

The only night for tying sessions in August 13th (the 2nd Tuesday – extended beginners session. We will try to resume Tuesday nights in September.
The flies for the class will be – quill body wet flies from Helen Shaw’s Fies for Fish and Fishermen “The Wet Flies.

August Flies of the Month
Equinox Mosquito Quill

Mosquito Quill

Phantom Quill

Golden Quill

Hook: 1X or 2X nymph Size 14 to 18
Thread: Uni-thread 6/0 or 8/0 black
Body: Dark Moose Mane
Hackle: Light blue – gray
Wing: Teal or Mallard
Head: Black (thread)
Hook: 1X or 2X nymph Size 14 to 18
Thread: Uni-thread 6/0 or 8/0 White
Tag: Silver (tinsel)
Body: White Moose Mane
Hackle: Light Straw colored
Wing: White Goose
Head: White (thread)

Hook: 1X or 2X nymph Size 14 to 18
Thread: Uni-thread 6/0 or 8/0 black
Body: Light gray quill (Dun or grizzly hackle stem)
Hackle: Short Grizzly
Wing: Light slate Goose
Head: Black (thread)
Hook: 1X or 2X nymph Size 14 to 18
Thread: Uni-thread 6/0 or 8/0 Brown
Tag: Gold (tinsel)
Body: Brown Quill
Hackle: Light Straw colored
Wing: Cinnamon Goose
Head: Brown (thread)

These flies will work anywhere nymphs are used. The colors can substitute for a variety of insects. The focus of the tying
session is more on terms (tags, tips, quills , ...) and tying techniques than flies for a specific destination.
Questions??? Catch me, Bob Harrison, on the fly at: Harrn7963@aol.com
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StreamSide Notes: July – Durango, Colorado....
Dates: Thursday, July 18 – Sunday, July, 21, 2013
Where: Durango, Colorado & Surrounding Area
Hosts: Gentry Smith/Tom Russo/Tom Horvath

By Tom Horvath, 2013 DFC Outing Chair
Photos courtesy of Gentry Smith

Eight (8) couples and one single angler attend the outing. The outing
started early for Tom Russo & Pam Ellis, Gentry & Michelle Smith, Tom
& Mindy Horvath and Rick Scott. We fished the San Juan on Tuesday
through Thursday morning. On Wednesday we had Michelle Smith and
Mindy Horvath catching their first trout on fly rods. Rumor has it and it
is only rumor, Tom and Gentry were outfished by the chicks. On Wednesday evening Tom and Tom went out for top water action and landed
numerous fish on cartoon hoppers. Rick Scott threw buggers at the San
Juan Rainbows and landed many.

Thursday Morning in Durango the gang start arriving and by
4:00 pm all were accounted for and the group hit the San Juan
Anglers for a meet and greet session. Game plans were put in
place and we all fanned out for Dinner and Drinks.
Waters fished the next two days are below:
Vallecito Lake, Hermosa Creek, San Juan River, Animas River,
Cascade Creek.

Types of fishing included lake and small and large stream fishing. All got into fish and I particularly enjoyed catching fish in the Animas River about 100 yards from the hotel room. Pam
Ellis caught her first San Juan Trout on Saturday afternoon and we all saw the excitement in her
face when we gathered as a group at The Palace Restaurant for super tasty food. Joe and Paul
were guided on the Animas, Harriet and Mike were guided on Hermosa Creek, Joe and Gentry
hit Hermosa and Cascade Creek, James Murphy hit Hermosa Creek and the Animas, Tom and
Tom were guided for smallmouth and Pike on Vallecito Lake and Rick Scott fished the San Juan
and the Animas.
The Murphy’s, Staller’s, Smith’s, Miller’s, Striving’s, Horvath’s, Georgopapadakos, Pam & Tom, and
Rick Scott attended the outing.

Got questions...??
Catch each of us up-stream any time:
Gentry Smith- design@gentrysmith.com
Tom Russo- tomr@divisionnineinc.com
Tom Horvath- mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
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MAY I GO FLY
FISHING SWEETIE?
by Vince Deadmond

Let’s make a deal . . . My wife Debi and I have worked that fishing
question out a long time ago, and the answer is yes. I meet new fly
fishers who seem to need some coaching when it comes to getting the
OK to go fly fishing. Be agreeable at work and at home to schedule
changes, so you can call in a favor and get fishing time. Plan where
and when you want to fish and determine how much you can afford,
both time and money. I take many low budget fishing trips, and further reduce the cost by inviting a fishing buddy to split driving and
lodging expenses. My wife doesn’t mind going on a fishing trip, as
long as the destination has other interesting things for her to do. You
may need to do some research to make sure other members of the
family are going to enjoy the trip. Family fishing trips are more than
fishing.
Sponge Bob (Vince) . . . Visiting (sponging off of) Debi’s Mom and
Dad at a cabin on Crystal Lake near Iron River, Wisconsin, for the last
39 years has been a cheap vacation for me. My three daughters grew
up fishing, canoeing, quad riding, boating during the day, and playing cards, board games and horse shoes in the evening, and maybe an
evening fishing trip. The fishing in July, when we take our vacation,
is usually not at it’s best, but it is still good. I fish some new spot every year, but the number of good places to fish that I have not hit is
still quite large. Some highlights from past summers include the Brule
River, White River, Iron River, Chequamegon Bay on Lake Superior,
numerous lakes and rivers close to Hayward, Wisconsin, and the Pike
Chain.
Pay Lake . . . This year the size of our group (20) was overwhelming
for the cabin, so we rented a second cabin on Eagle Lake. This is one
of the lakes in the Pike Chain, Buskey Bay, Lake Millicent, Lake Hart,
Twin Bear Lake, Eagle Lake, and Flynn Lake are all connected. This
year there was a good weed growth and each lake has its own character and one can find rock piles, sandy bottoms, mucky bottoms, shallow and deep water, down trees, fish cribs, islands, and underwater
mesas. I went fishing with several family members, and caught a nice
looking mix of fish. Large Mouth Bass, Small Mouth Bass, Crappie,
Blue Gill, Muskie, and Pike. I used Clousers, Wooly Buggars, Deceivers, and Poppers they all seemed to work. I didn’t catch any trophy
sized fish but I did see evidence.

(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay . . . I stopped at the Hayward Fly
Fishing Company to pick up ideas for flies and to buy fly tying materials that I don’t find everyday. Larry Mann and Wendy Williamson are
a husband and wife team that owns the shop. Wendy is a hometown
girl, and the fly shop is a good neighbor and a positive force in the
Hayward community. It’s a Tuesday morning in July when a local lad,
age 14, Kyle Sorensen and his brother and mom arrive at the fly shop.
I soon realize that Kyle was a local rockstar fishing celebrity. While
fishing from the family dock on Moose Lake he hooked, landed, measured, photographed, and released a 52” Musky. He was using a 6
weight fly rod and a froggie looking Dahlberg Diver with a yellow belly, that he had bought from Larry at the shop. Kyle is new to fly fishing
and was not sure what kind of knots he used on the 100# braided line
he used as bite tippet to tie on the fly. This is another example of when
you get off the couch and go fish, good things can happen.
Northwest Wisconsin NOTEBOOK
When: March-November, I fish July and anticipate a Hex hatch followed by a Trico hatch.

Where: Iron River, WI. You are in the middle of nowhere, but you
are close to 100 lakes, 12 trout streams, 500 miles of ATV trails, waterfalls, Chequamegon National Forest, mountain biking, canoeing,
and more fishing opportunities than you will have time. Check out
the Iron River Chamber of Commerce visitironriver.com 1-800 345
0716 for lodging, camping and dining.
Appropriate gear: 3-8 wt. fly rods; floating, sink tip, and fast sinking
lines.
Useful fly patterns: Elk Hair Caddis, Parachute Adams, ant and beetle
patterns, Soft- Hackle flies, poppers, Clouser Minnows, large deceiver patterns, bead head nymphs, Marabou Leaches, Woolly Buggars, Hex patterns, and Tricos.
Target Fish: Rainbow, Brook, and Brown Trout, Large and Small
Mouth Bass, Blue Gill, Crappie, Northern Pike, Perch, Walleye, Carp,
and Musky.
Nonresident license: 1 day $10, 15 day $28, annual $50 plus inland
Trout Stamp $10 and Great Lake Trout/Salmon Stamp $10.
Fly Shops:
Hayward Fly Fishing Company - Hayward, WI www.haywardflyfishingcompany.com/ 888 325 2929.
Superior Fly Angler - Superior, WI www.superiorflyangler.com 715
395 9520. Anglers All - Ashland, WI www.anglersallwisconsin.com/
715 682 5754.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached
at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction AZ, vince@
ajbest.com and 480 982 7461.

2013 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2013

Joe Staller- President
Michael Georgopapadakos-Vice President
Harriet Georgopapadakos- Treasurer
Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Tom Horvath/Gentry Smith
Programs- Gentry Smith/David Huang

DFC Annual Salt River Outing

Library
Open position
Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)
Education
Cinda Howard/Mayer/Gentry
Conservation- Joe Miller/Brooks/Stewart
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Raffles- Kristen Kile
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

Date: Sunday, August 18, 2013

This is hosted by our world renown fly fisherman Vince Deadmond
More info to follow...
Catch Vince at: vddeadmond@msn.com

San Juan River Outing- 2013

Dates: Thursday, September 26 - Sunday, September 29, 2013
Your host is: Charlie Rosser.
Questions?? Catch Charlie at: 480-586-7163
or e-mail him at chasr123@cox.net.

October outing...White Mountains

Thursday October 24th – Sunday October 27th, 2013
November outing...Rocky Point
Info to follow at future club meetings

Member at Large
Dick Brooks, Tom Russo,
David Huang, Charlie Russer,
John Myer, Mike Stewart,
Doc Nickel

Come get involved...Talk Fly Fishing with us.
See you at the next club meeting!

...
club meeting
See ya at the gust 14, 2013
u
Wednesday, A

MAIL TO: ☛
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

