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Joe Staller • April 2013
I’m very pleased to be the new president for the Desert fly Casters Club for 2013. Membership
continues to grow, most members like the new meeting location at the Elk’s club in Chandler,
and we’ve had some great outings, programs and educational events in the last year. My goal is
to keep the momentum going, and encourage each of you to get out more in 2013 than in 2012.
I know I’ll try to do my part.
By the time you read this, we will have had our pike outing to Upper Lake Mary by Flagstaff. I
hope there are some great stories to tell, and that no one got too excited and tried to “lip” a pike.
We will also have had our Danish Casting Games. I plan on mostly staying in the background
and cooking burgers, although I will certainly pay attention and see if I can pick up a few tips to get a bit more accuracy
and distance. (I’m what you would call an “enthusiastic” caster.)
Our very own Vince Deadmond will be our presenter for the April meeting. He will be talking “Muskie!” I’m in
the process of putting the finishing touches on a new 10 weight rod, and spent my whole March allowance buying big
hooks, large stick on eyes, pints of UV cureable goo, and every possible color of long synthetic fibers so that I’m ready
the next time Vince calls and says—“Let’s head out to fish for Tiger Muskies!” I hope his presentation makes you as
excited as I am about Muskies.
The DFC board is hard at work planning some new, very cool outings, recruiting some exciting speakers, and putting
together some educational opportunities for the novice and experienced alike. If you have not renewed your membership yet for 2013, please check in with Dave Weaver and get that taken care of. You don’t want to miss a minutes of
what will happen in the club this year. Also, stop by and talk to Jerry King about getting your own DFC fishing cap.

Joe Staller

Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com

APRIL DFC CLUB MEETING...
Our own DFC Fishin' Bum,
VINCE DEADMOND, will
talk Muskie... Join us, at
the ELKS on the 10th of
April....Hope to see ya!

May Outing – Becker Lake
Dates: Thursday, May 2 – Sunday, May 5, 2013

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Where: Rode Inn Motel -- Springerville, AZ
Host: Gentry Smith | Phone: (480) 213-0372 | design@getnrysmith.com
Cost(s): $140 per person – 3-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room
$100 per person – 2-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room
The club has once again reserved a block of rooms at the Rode Inn Motel located in the town of
Springerville. All rooms at the Rode Inn feature two queen beds, television, refrigerator, coffee
pot, microwave oven and free Wi-Fi. Single King rooms are available upon request. We will have
access to their banquet room Friday night, where will host a group dinner for DFC members
staying at the motel. This meal is included in the cost of this trip.
Becker Lake is a special regulation, catch-and-release, trophy trout lake. You may only use single, barbless hooks to go after the 16-22-inch trout that reside there. Please advise all trout must
be immediately released at Becker. You will want to bring a personal watercraft, 4-6wt fly rod(s),
and both floating and sinking fly lines.
Besides the club outing, this trip coincides with the White Mountain Lakes Foundation’s (www.
WMLF.org) “Becker Best Day” event on Saturday may 4th. This event is open to everyone (WMLF
members and non-members) and will feature Becker Lake specific educational events and a
raffle to benefit WMLF. This should be a great opportunity to learn more about fishing Becker
Lake through the seasons, what flies to use, and how to successfully land larger fish – See the
WMLF ad in this newsletter for more information on this event.
Also located nearby are: Crescent Lake, Carnero Lake, Lee Valley Lake, the Greer Lakes and the
Little Colorado River, just to name a few.
NOTE: Based on the short timeframe, all money must be collected at the April DFC meeting in
order to guarantee your spot for this trip.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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3M/Scientific Anglers
Arizona Cardinals
Arizona Cardinals
Arizona Diamondbacks
Bass Pro Shop
Big Sky Inflatables
Big Y Fly Company
Bob Day - En La Mosca
BT's Fly Fishing Products
Catskill Fly Fishing Center
Chota Outdoor Gear
Chums Ltd.
Danaco/SealSkin
Desert Sportsman
Dr. Slick Co.
FFF
Fisheads of the San Juan
Fishpond, Inc.
Fly Fisherman
Grand Canyon Railway
J. Stockard Fly Fishing
Jim Teeny, Inc
Lee's Ferry Anglers
Loon Outdoors
MagEyes
Montana Fly Company
Norlander Company
Okuma Fishing Tackle
Orvis Store
Palsa Outdoor Products
Patagonia
R.L. Winston Rod Co.
Raineys Fly Company
Redington
Renzetti, Inc
Rosita's Fine Mexican Food
Saltery Lake Lodge
Scott Fly Rods
Spirit River, Inc
Sportsman's Warehouse
Thomas and Thomas
Trout Unlimited
UNI Products J.G. Côté inc.
VRM Co.
Wapsi
WestWater Products
Brian Westover
Ann Bounds
Bob McKeon
Chad Day
Charlie Rosser
Chris Shol
Cinda Howard
Dale Thorson
Dave Phares
Dave Weaver
Gary & Katy Stuck
George Goeghegan
Harriet Georgopapadakos
Helen Corsen
Jay Figley
Jeff Voigt
Jerry King
Jerry Myers
Jerry Wiemelt
Jim & Dena Walker
Jim Fraijo
John Mayer
John & Karen Clausen
Mike Stewart
Mike Yavello
Priscilla Begody
Ralph Howell
Rick & Sherri Scott
Rocky Minister
Steve Lauterbach
Tom Horvath
Vince Deadman

Our 2013 DFC Banquet...T hank You!

The 2013 Banquet Raffle was the biggest and best DFC has ever had. The DFC Board would like to
thank the DFC members and their guest that made a donation or bought raffle tickets. Your enthusism is well appreciated in helping us to enjoy the months ahead of us as a club.
Our DFC Board would like to thank the companies that made donations to the 2013 Banquet Raffle.
The DFC Board ask that DFC members remember these companies when purchasing your personal fly
fishing items in the future.

Desert Fly Casters

Report on Lees Ferry Fishing
It is time to put the concern for fishing Lees Ferry
aside and plan a trip up there. I and two friends
where there early in the week to see what effect the
November High flows had on the fishery. To our
amazement the impact was far less then we had
expected. The river bed still had algae and weed
cover, though less than before the flood. The fish
were abundant and for the most part healthy and
good condition, not much different than normal
after a winter in the canyon with little light at the
bottom. Midge hatches are beginning to build and
were the primary attraction for the fish. Checking the bottom material, algae and weeds indicated
invertebrate survival of the floods including scuds.
The Monday, March 10th we fished upstream stopping at 4 mile, 9 mile, Duck Island, and another
stop or two. Each of us caught around 25 to 30

fish that day. The fish range from a low of about
10 inches topping out at 16 to 17 inches. They
had beautiful color and were good fighters. The
next day, Tuesday March 11th around 8:00am, we
again headed up river. We hit many of the same
stops in the river with a couple of new ones for this
trip. The new ones were Prop Bar and Power Line.
Though not quite as productive as the day before
fish were caught at all stops and each of us had
landed above 12 or so. Power Line was the location
two of us landed the biggest of the trip. Ones in the
17 to 18 inch range.
The consistent fly pattern was the Zebra midge,
bead head, preferable with tungsten for getting
down in the water column quicker and with a black
body. I did have results with a disco midge and a
green midge; however black was the fish’s favorite.

The midges were suspended below a dry fly used as
a strike indicator. The length of the line below the
dry fly was adjusted to depth of the water we were
fishing. In almost all cases we were fishing very
near to the shore line.
For those who have been hearing predictions of
poor fishing, little action and landing “snakes” find
a new prognosticator. My recommendation is to
head up to Lees Ferry and wet your line. The road
from below 89A to Marble Canyon is clear with no
obstructions. Highway 89 is closed at the turn off
to Marble Canyon.
Jerry Myers

Catch me at: GMyers12@msn.com

Fly Tying Classes
Interested in learning to tie flies or to improve tying skills? How about just getting together to compare notes and techniques
(sometimes referred to as a Lie and Tie). Bob Harrison, Tom Horvath and Roger Query have been hosting classes for one skill level or
another almost every week at Bass Pro Shops. If you are interested, call Bass Pro Shops 602-606-5600 and ask for the Fly Shop to get
you name on the list.
We rotate through Introduction to fly tying the first Tuesday of the month,
Extended beginners classes the 2nd Tuesday of the month and youth classes the 4th Tuesday.
For April that is:
April 2nd – Intro to Fly Tying • April 9th – Extended Beginners • April 23 - Youth Tying.
The introduction to fly tying is a two hour session to go over basic equipment, materials and tie your first fly ( Wooly Bugger, Simi Seal or bunny leech – even
instructors need a little variety) .Tools and material are provided but bring your tools if you already have them. If there is enough interest to make a beginning class worthwhile, we will schedule the four or five additional sessions to fit instructors and tiers schedule.
Can’t make the intro class but still want to get in a beginning tying class? Call Bob Harrison at 480 735 9743 or send an email (his address is the one you usually get the newsletter from). Classes can be arranged whenever there are 4 or more with the same schedule available.
Extended beginning class also lasts about 2 hours and has two patterns identified in advance to let you get the material in advance. We will probably have
some on hand but this is as much to get your tying supplies filled out as much as to show new techniques or patterns.
The youth class is for the kids from 7 to 17. While we do plan to tie serious patterns at least once in a while, this is more about having fun with different material and tying methods. For the class in March, we had students select three colors of yarn from a grab bag and chop it up to blend their own dubbing. We
will set up in different areas of the shop if the skills vary significantly.
The patterns for April Extended beginner class are Andy Burk’s Dragon Bugger for something out of the ordinary and Stimulator to add a standby to your box.

Dragon Bugger Materials

Stimulator

Thread: Olive Deer Hair
Hook: Nymph style – size 4 to 8
Weight: non lead wire
Thread: Olive
Eyes: Mono Nymph extra small
Tail Clump: Olive Deer Hair,
Tail: Olive Marabou
Wing Case: Back Turkey Tail Feather – Mottled Dark natural
Body: Dark Olive Dubbing
Hackle: Soft, Olive

Hook: Curved shank; Size 6-14.
Thread: 6/0 black or colored to match the body.
Tail: Elk hair.
Body: floss, herl, or other dubbing for dry flies.
Wing: Elk hair, tied to flare slightly.
Hackle: Brown, tan or cree saddle or neck hackle,
Grizzly hackle wrapped dry fly style near the head.
Rib: Fine gold wire.

2013 DFC Membership Renewals are Due

Hello DFCers. This is a reminder to renew your membership for the 2013 year NOW if you have not already done so.
If you have not paid up the this year, this will be the last Fabulous DFC Newsletter you will receive. Fill out the enclosed
Membership Renewal Form and mail it in or bring it to the meeting on Wednesday April 10th.
See you there. Dave Weaver, Membership Chair - dweaver16@cox.net
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SPRING FLY FISHING RITUALS
Thirty five years ago, when I still lived in the Midwest, the prospect of Spring hardly ever lived up
to it’s hype. Those folks have had, and continue
to have winter. Many times early Spring was more
about snow removal than Spring flowers, and fishing. Their plight briefly crossed my mind as I sat in
the sun, on my pontoon boat, in the Sea of Cortez.
“Fish on!” called Joe Staller, and that jolted me back
to the present.
Traditionally I try to get a few Spring Rocky Point
fly fishing trips in before the summer heat. Joe Staller, Carl Rutherford, and I were enjoying the robust
Orange Mouth Corvina catching at La Pinta, the
second weekend in March. Carl and I had warmed
up at Cholla Bay by catching numerous small but
determined Cabrilla the day before. While I caught
mostly Orange Mouth, Carl caught a Bonefish and
another fish that needed to be identified. It turned
out to be a Giant Jawfish, something that we had
caught before, but had misidentified.

Many Desert Fly Casters over the years have
stopped at Reggie’s to get ice, coffee, donuts, and a
burro on the way to a day of fishing. This last trip,
Reggie’s and the donut shop were closed, for good.
So, we had to stop at my backup burro place. Puerto Penasco continues to change. Our wives were on
this trip, so I suggested upgraded dinner plans. My
knowledge of bartenders, the best fried ice cream
in town, and where to get a great prime rib special
became a bit awkward. What sort of debauchery
goes on during those fly fishing trips? We dined at
Chef Micky’s on Saturday evening. The place was
so nice, people were wondering how I knew about
it. I almost lost my “Lifetime Cheap Bastard Membership Card.”
Our winter weather caused me to cancel plans to
fish Canyon Creek several times. Something about
sliding off an ice covered road into a canyon didn’t
appeal to me. While I missed some fishing trips I
did have a chance to load the fly box with some

by Vince Deadmond
flies for Pike and Musky. If you have not tried that,
this Spring would be a good time to get out and
fish. You don’t need to wait for a club outing. Get
a few friends together and go fish. The next thing
you know Spring will be gone and it will be to hot
to fish.
Spring Pike fly fishing is not new to the DFC calendar, and it is a good way to start off your new fishing year. It also proves that we are not a Trout only
club, and that is not a bad thing. The weekend of
March 23-24 a dozen club members were at Upper
Lake Mary fishing for Pike. Some people caught
their first Pike, and others added to their stats. I am
looking forward to all of the fish stories at the next
DFC meeting. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy can be reached at Best Hardware
237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ, vince@
ajbest.com and at 480 982 7461.

Spring 2013 Pike Outing at ULM

....notes from Joe Staller
The second annual Pike-a-Palooza was held Saturday March 23 at Upper Lake Mary near Flagstaff. A dozen brave
and hearty souls (with flexible schedules) congregated at the far, inlet end of the lake. As in past years, I like to either prefish the lake , wait for reports from local Flagstaff anglers, or most recently keep tabs on some popular internet sites like
Azflyandtie or Az by the Fly. Anyhow, this year the fish were in the shallows a bit earlier than expected. Published reports
were saying 10-20 fish per day (had to be true, it was on the internet!)
As expected, things started off slow, since there was ice on the lake margins and ice in the guides. We saw our first
action at 10, and the fish hit sporadically through the warmest part of the day. The better (or more fortunate) fisherman
in our group got 3-6 grabs on Saturday. Best flies were fairly large (6”-8” long) with yellow, orange and black tending to
be the best colors. To be fair, a cold front had rolled in right before our trip, and that probably kept the fish count down.
My most exciting moment was Sunday at 11:00 a.m., casting off a rocky bank. I was using one of Vince’s 8” pike flies (He
wouldn’t let me steal one out of his box, but he left his trying stuff unguarded for an hour, so I was able to make a few….)
and I had retrieved the fly all the way in, and just had the leader out past the rod tip. I was swishing it around in a figure
8, and out of nowhere a respectable pike grabbed it. There are reports that I screamed like a little girl when that happened,
but I categorically deny it.
By the way, it’s not too late to get up there and get in on the action. I think fishing will improve as the weather warms back up through April. Feel free to email me if you
have any question (Like where, specifically, were you catching fish? What flies to use, what time to be there, how to steal one of Vince’s pike flies etc.)
Of special note, our very own Kristin Kile caught what appears to be the nicest fish of the trip, and this was the first pike she ever caught! Way to go Kristin!

Future Outing....Come Fish Durango, Colorado with us!
July – Durango, Colorado
Dates: Thursday, July 18 – Sunday, July, 21, 2013
Where: Durango, Colorado & Surrounding Area – currently in the planning stages (TBD)
Host: Tom Horvath / 602-768-7280 / mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
Cost(s): Planning Stages – To Be Determined

Have you ever wanted to visit Durango, Colorado and the surround area? Especially if you want to fish?
Well – now is the time!
Durango, Colorado is a rustic mining town with numerous restaurants, bars, shopping within walking distance, hundreds of hiking trails, Mesa Verde National Park, as well as the historic Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad
– who could ask for more? Or enjoy a pint from many of the local microbreweries and brew pubs (Durango is “The
City of Brewerly Love”). The Animas River is a short walk right from downtown Durango (a choice spot to fish) and
you have many options for smaller stream fishing: Vallecito Creek, Pine Creek, Piedra Creek, Animas River, Doloras
River. As well as lake fishing: Vallecito Reservoir and numerous smaller lakes within forty (40) minutes of Durango
(San Juan is just an hour away).
Options abound for recreation and fishing so plan on bringing your best fishing buddy!
Additional information will be forthcoming.
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April Fly of the Month
Sunrise Special is a fly developed in the White Mountains for Trout. One is a bead head to get it
down and the other is a weighted version without the bead. I have more success with the weighted version.
Questions:...Catch me at: Tom Horvath / 602-768-7280 / mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
Recipe: Tom’s Sunrise Special
Hook TMC 2302 #12-16
Thread: Red 8/0
Bead: 1/8” copper/brass
Weight{ small lead substitute
Tail: red yarn (antron)
Rib: small copper/brass
Body: Peacock herl
Hackle: Brown (undersized)

Recipe: Same as above except as below
Hook: 3906 B #14-16
Bead: None
Weight: None

Mark your calendars - San Juan River Outing for 2013
Sign-Up with deposit starts in April
It is never too early to start thinking about our San Juan Outing.
This years outing is scheduled for Sept 26 – 29. With the San Juan River located only 7 hours
from Phoenix this is always a well attended and fun outing. Again this year we will be staying at Fisheads San Juan
River Lodge. This year we will have 3 options. Option 1 & 2 are based on double occupancy.
Option1: 3 nights lodging 2 days guided fishing. Cost $590 includes taxes & banquet.
Option 2: 3 nights lodging 1 day guided fishing. Cost $390 includes taxes & banquet.
Option 3: Stay at Cottonwood Camp ground and fish on your own or reserve a guide with Fisheads. Guide for a day for 2 with taxes &
banquet is $460 ($230 per person). Banquet only is $30.
Your host for this year’s trip will be Charlie Rosser. I will not be at the April meeting but you can see Tom Horvath or Gentry Smith to
sign-up. Any questions catch me at 480-586-7163 or e-mail him at chasr123@cox.net.
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Pike fishin' weekend...

photos from Vince Deadmond's camera

D-backs Outdoor Rec Day at Chase Field Saturday, April 27, 2013
DFC is partnering with AZ Game and Fish for this Outdoor Interactive Street Fair. Our booth will
be next to AZGFD so we can help them with their fishpond. We will need 15 to 20 volunteers to
help staff our booth and also help with the fishpond. The members that did this at the ISE show
said they had a fun day helping with the fishpond.
The event will be from noon to 5 before the game. The D-Backs are playing Colorado at 5:15. We
will have a group of Lower Level – Baseline Reserve tickets to sell. Cost will be $30 per ticket.
There will be a sign-up roster at the April meeting. Any questions? Catch me, Charlie Rosser, at
480-586-7163 or e-mail chasr123@cox.net.

The White Mountain Lake Foundation...
Celebrating Becker Lake becoming one of the premier trophy trout lakes in Arizona,
The White Mountains Lake Foundation (WMLF) will be holding a “Becker Best” event at (of course)
Becker Lake on Saturday, May 4, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Becker Lake specialists will be there to cover rigging, fly fishing techniques, and tying of
Becker Lake specific flies. Additionally, WMLF will be providing lunch (free to paid up WMLF
members, $5 for guests—but waived if you join at this event!) and a raffle that includes some
great items and features a custom made rod using a Winston blank. Come on over and meet
the WMLF folks, learn a thing or two and help support this great organization.
Questions??? Hey, catch me, Joe Staller, at: joestaller@yahoo.com

ROSSER’S FAMOUS
DFC SALMON SPREAD
I hear there were lots of people
at the banquet that liked the
salmon spread. I had lots of
requests for the recipe so here it
is. For a big bowl like I bring to
the banquet I double the recipe.
Questions???
Catch my drift at:
480-586-7163
or e-mail chasr123@cox.net.

1 big size regular Philadelphia Cream Cheese
1 big size whipped Philadelphia Cream Cheese
1/2 cup mayonnaise
Seasonings to your taste, I use Mrs. Dash, Garlic, Lemon pepper, plus whatever seasoning I want to add. Amounts are
up to.
1 big side of Salmon (bones removed before smoking). Thanks to John and Karen Clausen I get fresh Salmon every year
to make it for the DFC banquet.
Celery, green onion and jalapeno pepper if you want. I do not use the jalapeno pepper because some people don’t like it.
The day before you are to eat the spread:
Combine both Philadelphia Cream Cheeses with the mayo and seasonings. Blend together and refrigerate.
Smoke the Salmon, season to taste before smoking. Rub with olive oil and use Mrs. Dash, Garlic, Lemon pepper, and an
all season seasoning or whatever you want.
After smoking let Salmon cool then break it apart and blend it with the Cream Cheese and refrigerate overnight.
The day of eating the salmon spread:
Mix up Cream Cheese and Salmon again
Add chopped celery, green onion and jalapeno to taste.
You can adjust the seasoning to your taste before eating.
Ready to eat, Enjoy
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2013 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2013

Joe Staller- President
Michael Georgopapadakos-Vice President
Harriet Georgopapadakos- Treasurer
Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Tom Horvath/Gentry Smith
Programs- Gentry Smith/David Huang

Payson Fly Caster Invitational
With Desert Fly Casters - April 13, 2013

Education
Cinda Howard/Mayer/Gentry
Conservation- Joe Miller/Brooks/Stewart
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Raffles- Kristen Kile
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large
Dick Brooks, Tom Russo,
David Huang, Charlie Russer,
John Myer, Mike Stewart,
Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Annual Native Trout Conference
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Questions?? Catch Jim Walker at: james.L.walker@cox.net

Casting Clinic
Saturday, April 20, 2013
Kiwanis Park, Tempe at 9:00 am

Questions?? Catch Cinda at: lady_angler@cox.net

D-Backs Outdoor Rec Day at Chase Field
Saturday, April 27, 2013

There will be a sign-up roster at the March and April meeting.
Any questions?? Catch Charlie Rosser at: 480-586-7163

May Outing – Becker Lake
Dates: Thursday, May 2 – Sunday, May 5, 2013
Where: Rode Inn Motel -- Springerville, AZ
Host: Gentry Smith | Phone: (480) 213-0372 | design@getnrysmith.com

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

MAIL TO: ☛

Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King

Sponsor: Gary Bedsworth – 928-970-1928; gbedsworth@aol.com.
Additional contacts Joe Miller jam@prairietriz.com;
Gary Stull, President PFC fish_n_az@npgcable.com; Tom Herman herm85023@yahoo.com>

...
club meeting
See ya at the pril 10, 2013
Wednesday, A

Library
Kristen Kyle

Thirteen Acres of Fishing Fun in Payson Arizona
1000 W. Country Club Drive, Payson AZ 85541
Green Valley Park Lakes • Registration 7 AM – 10 AM

