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Wednesday,
March 13, 2013

Cocktails: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Raffle/Action & Prizes: 7:00

Annual DFC Banquet At:
Knights of Columbus
on Chandler Blvd.

ACTION PACKED DFC EVENTS....
CHECK THIS NEWSLETTER & MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Annual DFC Banquet- March 13, 2013
DFC Casting Games- March 30, 2013

(...NOTE: we rescheduled the casting games since they were rained out.)

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Payson Fly Caster Invitational- April 13, 2013
Annual Native Trout Conference- April 18, 2013
Casting Clinic- APRIL 20, 2013
D-Backs Outdoor Rec Day at Chase Field- April 27, 2013
ALSO....In this issue:

2 great articles on "Introduction on Leaders/Tippets"
and "Furled Leaders"....

All you need to know while you stalk your favorite fish on a stream or lake.

Keep the flame alive...Come talk Fly Fishing with us!
See you at the next DFC meeting.
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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Best of the West Fly Casting Tournament
By Cinda Howard

2013 Banquet
...Update
Don’t miss out on the 2013 DFC Annual
Banquet and Raffle to be held Wednesday,
March 13. The banquet is held in a different
location than our regular monthly meetings.
See the enclosed map for location. Come
early to purchase your raffle tickets and bid
on the items you want.
We have over 50 fly fishing items, lots of
certificates and over 30 items members donated to the raffle this year.
A few of the items are: 8 Fly Rods, 4 Reels,
2 Pontoons & 2 Float Tubes, Fly Boxes
loaded with flies, fly lines, fly fishing
books, chest packs, nets with magnetic
release, a portable fly tying bench, Buck
Knives, a Canyon Cooler, tickets on Grand
Canyon Railway and Arizona Diamondback Tickets.
Certificates – 2 for 1 fishing trips, Simms
Waders, Restaurants, and 40% off Winston, Thomas & Thomas and St. Croix
rods.
Plus many items DFC members have donated.
Raffle tickets are $5 for 6, $25 for 30, $50
for 70 and $100 for 140. The more you
spend the more raffle tickets you get.
In addition to the normal raffle items we
will also have prizes for purchasing tickets in the amount of $25, $50 & $100. The
raffle item for buying $100 in raffle tickets
will be an Orvis Silver Sonic Waders.
We will also be selling a deck of cards for $10
a card. The lucky person that buys the winning card will win the pontoon.
We will also be having a 50/50 raffle. Tickets
will be 5 for $5. At the end of the night the
lucky ticket holder will pocket 50% of the
money collect. Just think, this could pay for
all your raffle tickets you purchased.
With all the raffle items and good food it is
bound to be another good DFC Banquet/
Raffle evening. If your last name begins with
A-R bring a dish to share or S-Z bring a dessert. Hope to see you there.
Charlie
Rosserchasr123@cox.net

This past weekend was the Phoenix International
Sportmen's Expo. Every year it is held at the University of Phoenix Stadium which is where the Arizona Cardinals play. I spent most of the time either
in the Desert Fly Casters booth or helping with
the Arizona Game & Fish Department's kids fishing tank. I had very little time to do anything else
but on Friday I was able to make my way over to the
fly casting pond to try and qualify for the Best of
the West Accuracy Fly Casting Tournament. This
is something that I like to do and have won several
years.
The way it works is you have eight target casts.
If the fly lands in the red target you get 500 points,
if it lands between the red and yellow target you
get 300 points, if the fly lands outside of the targets you get 100 points. You get deductions if your
fly ticks the water between casts. There are two
qualifications each day and the finals are on Sunday. I wasn't feeling too confident as I had done
zero practicing. I qualified with 1800 points which
might be my lowest score to date. Fast forward to
Sunday when it was just about time for the finals, I
was able to warm up and do a little practicing but I
still wasn't casting well. I had no confidence going
into the competition and didn't feel like this was

going to be my year. There are some really good
female casters in the Phoenix area so there is no
room for mistakes. Add to that the pressure of casting in front of hundreds of people and it can be
very intense.
I cast second and was extremely nervous when
I got up on the platform. This is where things
changed. I can't tell you how it happened but I was
able to block everything out but myself and the
targets. I focused and threw my highest score to
date and the highest women's score from any of the
shows this year.
The other women in the competition also did
well and scored high, plus the three top women's
scores topped the top three men's scores. In all the
years I have been competing, this is the first time I
have witnessed this happening.
I will be casting in the finals in Salt Lake City
on Sunday, March 17th. My biggest competition is
Molly Semenik. Molly owns Tie the Knot Fly Fishing in Livingston, Montana. She is an FFF Certified
Master Casting Instructor and is on the Casting
Board of Governors. I cast against her in the 2010
finals and won but that doesn't mean it will happen
again. I will go to Salt Lake City and do my best.
Wish me Luck!

DFC Banquet is held at the Knights of Columbus on Chandler Blvd.
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Upper Lake Mary Pike Trip
By popular request, I will again be hosting
a spring Pike trip. The way we worked it in 2012

was that I made sacrifices for the club and prefished Upper Lake Mary several times, as well as
keeping in touch with some local Flagstaff anglers.
The key is waiting for the pike to get into the shallow water. My notes from the last several years indicate that this typically happens towards the latter
half of April. . Last year, our trip was April 21, and I
think we had 15 or so club members. As I recall almost everyone caught fish, or at least had a couple
of vicious strikes.
If you want to get on my mailing list, please
shoot me an email at joestaller@yahoo.com.
I will provide frequent updates on the trip as April
approaches, and will use this list to communicate
the final, planned date. I will also help organize
car-pooling as much as possible. There is no additional cost for this trip, but you are all responsible
for your own food, transportation, tackle and flies.

...once again with DFC's Joe Staller

Tackle requirements:
Although you could certainly catch pike on standard 5 and 6 wt fly rods, you might have a hard
time tossing some of the bigger flies. My recommendation would be to use 7 or 8 wt rods rigged
with a weight forward floating line. Buy (or make)
a couple of saltwater style leaders and use a piece
of 40 pound fluorocarbon as a bit tippet. Here is
Vince’s secret formula for his handmade salt water
leaders:
“I usually cut 22 inch pieces of 50, 40, 30, 25, and
20, I start at the 50# end and start joining the pieces with double nail knots, the larger pieces I'll use
3 wraps and 4 wraps when I get into the smaller
30# and under. You can slide your nail knot tool
around so that you finish with 15 inch pieces on all
of the sections. I'll leave the 20# longer since I usually tie a fly directly to that end, except when I am
fishing Pike and then I keep it as short as the other
sections, and add a piece of 40# fluorocarbon.
I use a drop of super glue to taper the knots, and
I'll tie a perfection knot in the 50# so I can hang

the leader to dry.
"Yes the 40# bite tippet is a good thing, and those
Pike don't seem to spook.”
If you have the gear, you might want to throw
in an intermediate line and sink tip lines for your
rod—they can come in useful if the fish are not
quite in the shallows yet (like first thing in the
morning.)
Bring some long handled forceps to retrieve your
fly from the pike’s mouth (I hope I don’t need to say
”don’t lip your fish!”) and perhaps a Boga grip or a
jaw spreader to help in the process.
For flies, bring Clousers—red and orange, red
and white, pink and red, all red, and all white
worked well in 2011. Bunny leeches worked well in
2010, but not so well in 2011. (However, they will
be in my fly box in 2012.) Dave Weaver has done
well on a big brown wooly buggers—we suspect
that the pike take them for crayfish.
Any questions???
Joe Staller • joestaller@yahoo.com

4th Annual Native Trout Conference is scheduled for Thursday, April 18, 2013

On behalf of the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the Arizona Trout Unlimited Council, you are invited to participate in the 4th Annual Native Trout Conference on April 18th from 8:30am to 4:30pm at the Arizona Game and Fish Department Headquarters, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, Arizona.
Over 225 individuals recognized for involvement in native trout recovery and conservation in Arizona and New Mexico have been extended this invitation. The
conference is for interested parties (AZ Game and Fish, US Fish and Wildlife, US Forest Service, Trout Unlimited, Federation of Fly Fishers, and other organizations from
Arizona and New Mexico) to meet, network, develop and promote future plans for native coldwater species. After another very successful event in March 2012, which
gathered over 90 individuals from over 25 organizations, this conference has again many wide-ranging issues and presenters.
Information on this year’s conference can be found at www.az-tu.org. Registration must be completed by April 15th for this free event and can be made at www.az-tu.org.
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FURLED LEADERS

by Jerry Myers

This article is long overdue to the club. A year and a half ago Dennis Jones gave the club an informative lesson of furled leaders including fabrication
of one. Shortly after that meeting a few samples of these leaders were provided to club members for their evaluation and thoughts. Due to travel and
coordination the evaluation was never written for the WMFFC.

Most of us fly fish using knotless tapered leaders,
large at the butt section and slowly tapering to the
desired X rating, 4X, 5X, 6X, whatever is desired.
Some of us on occasion use knotted taper leaders,
leaders made up of multiple sections of various
diameter filaments connect together with blood
knots according to the designs in the Orvis charts.
Very few of us fish with or have tried furled leaders.
Now what the heck is a furled leader? Most of
the manufacturers and sales outlets avoid a direct
answer to that question. Instead they go directly
into their product’s advantages, characteristics,
and uniqueness. So when all else fails go to Wikipedia for a definition (isn’t the internet wonderful?). Wikipedia says “Furled Leaders are a type
of knotless tapered fly fishing leader. They are
known for their high performance, low memory,
and soft fly presentations. These attributes are due
to the way these leaders are constructed which is
similar to creating rope. The big difference is that
furled leaders are created with a taper. This twisted
style of construction and being made from many
filaments leads to a flexible leader with low to no
memory, properties similar to a section of rope.”
The characteristics of the construction offers a
number of advantages sought by the ever striving
fly fisher to obtain presentation style so perfect that
no fish could reject the fly pattern the fisher knows
is the exact one the fish desires. Some of these advantages are great turn over to present the fly at the
very end of the leader and tippet, gentle presentation on the surface of the water and they allow the
use of very small tippet without break offs. The
following are some of the reported advantages and
disadvantages obtained from literature and interviews. The website of Cutthroat Leaders recommends the use of a floatant for both thread and
mono/fluorocarbon leaders when dry fly fishing.
Their preferred floatant material is Payette Paste by
Loon. This paste by filling the voids in-between
the wraps of the leader material provides the leader
with exceptional buoyancy.
Advantages:
• Great turn over to present the fly at the very end
of the leader and tippet
• Gentle presentation on the surface of the water
Allows the use of very small tippet (without break
offs)

• Memory free, no need to spend time "straightening" your leader
• Less telltale movement of water when the furled
leader is lifted for a back cast
• Last much longer than knotless leaders, you can
keep changing the tippet with no loss of leader
• Leader remains soft and supple in both hot and
cold weather
• Much more resistant to wind movement on a
breezy day
• Seldom if ever experience a wind knot
Disadvantages:
• Knots are extremely difficult to remove if the
furled leaders do not have metal rings
• Scum covered waters and dirt will soil the thread
leaders reducing their effectiveness until they have
been well washed in hot soapy water
• Positive turnover increases the difficulty of making curve and other trick casts
• Back cast tangles in the brush can be the devil to
untangle
• Snarls or tangles can form if the line is jerked
hard to release it from a snag
• Costs more than standard tapered leaders, but is
offset by the long life, and not as readily available
in local shops
To evaluate the performance of furled leader four
member of the White Mountain Fly Fishing Club
(WMFFC) were provided a sample for their consideration. Each was supplied a Trout Furled Leader 6ft 5wt, catalog number G002-6ft-5wt sold by
Feather Craft Fly Fishing. Typically the tippet end
of this type of leader is available with two different
terminations, one a loop of the twisted leader filament and the other a very small metal ring. The
loop finish can be a problem to remove old tippet
and replace with fresh material. For this evaluation metal rings were selected. Tippet can be attached to the ring with either a loop to loop connection or your favorite fly knot. Each member was
also supplied a container of Payette Paste by Loon.
Member of the WMFFC were asked to comment on
a number of characteristics. These are their comments.
Turnover:
A) Good; B) Turnover is quicker, like it better than
knotless; C) I felt I had problems with the turnover
on my 5wt and 8wt rod Knotless had smoother
turnover; D) Excellent turnover with a tippet
length of about 3 feet.
Leader presentation on water surface:
A) Good; B) Hit the water faster, knotless hits the
water softer; C) Not good; D) Slightly harder contact than knotless leaders
Water movement when lifted:
A) No more than normal; B) Lifts a lot more water; C) Ripples; D) Slightly more in the area of the
furled leader, the same as knotless in the area of
the tippet

Wind Resistance:
A) OK; B) About the same as knotless; C) Moderate
to high; D) Better than knotless
Leader memory when first opened:
A) None; B) Better than knotless; C) None;
D) No memory
Wind knots:
A) None; B) Knots are knots, can’t blame the wind;
C) None; D) None
General Comments:
A) This is the first time I tried a furled leader
and I liked it. I only used it with dry flies. Don’t
believe I would use one with wet flies. But I will
try to always use one when fishing dry flies, in fact
I have used it each time I’ve gone fishing since the
evaluation.
B) I still prefer knotless, only because I need to
spend more time with furled leaders. You always
get use to what you learn to fish with; also the cost
is a problem.
C) I believe that I really prefer the knotless leaders.
D) The furled leaders are great for Lake dry fly
fishing and uniform moving streams and rivers. I
found when casting over flows of various speeds
the added drag of the furled leader was a problem
in the faster flows. For nymph fishing I thought
they were great. When a fish hits the pattern being
fished and during the fight it acts much like a Bimini Twist knot, providing some stretch to absorb
these shocks. On a number of outings to the San
Juan and Colorado River I used only 6X tippet on
the same furled leader and did not lose a single fish
to a break off.
From the general comments our small sampling
indicates 50% in favor of using furled leaders and
50% that are not. Remember this is a grouping that
prior to the evaluation had not experienced furled
leader casting. The results do indicate if you have
not given them a try you should and make your
own decision. Each of us strives to improve our
fishing techniques and catch rates. I would recommend making your own evaluation and see if it is
a step to even greater personal enjoyment in our
great sport of fly fishing. If you have any question
please feel free to ask me. (GMyers12@msn.com)
Furled Leader sources: http://www.cabelas.com;
http://www.shop.cutthroatleader.com; http://www.
shop.cutthroatleader.com

DFC Banquet is held at the Knights of Columbus on Chandler Blvd.
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Casting Clinic • Saturday, April 20, 2013 • Kiwanis Park, Tempe at 9:00 am
Park in the parking lot off of Baseline; it is just west of Mill Avenue
and south of Baseline Rd.
What to bring:
Sunglasses to protect your eyes from the yarn • Hat
8 ½ or 9’ 4, 5 or 6 weight rod
Reel with floating line to match
Any 7 ½ or 9’ leader
If you do not have a rod, reel, and or line yet we will provide it.
This casting clinic is free and for members only. We will be taking signups at
the March and April meetings. If you have questions or would like to help
with this event please email cinda@flyfisharizona.com.

Mark your Calendars– Saturday, April 27, 2013
D-Backs Outdoor Rec Day at Chase Field

DFC is partnering with AZ Game and Fish for this Outdoor Interactive Street Fair. Our booth will be next to
AZGFD so we can help them with their fishpond. We will need 15 to 20 volunteers to help staff our booth
and also help with the fishpond. The event will be from 1 to 5 before the game.
The D-Backs are playing Colorado at 5:15.
We will have a group of Lower Level – Baseline Reserve tickets to sell. Cost will be $30 per ticket.

There will be a sign-up roster at the March and April meeting.
Any questions contact: Charlie Rosser 480-586-7163
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“WAKE UP, LET’S GO FISHING!”

As a youngster those were words I loved to hear,
and I was able to pass those words along to my
kids. If I am lucky I’ll be able to say those words
to my grandkids. When was the last time you had
a spontaneous fishing trip? Has it been too long
since your last visit to Puerto Penasco, Mexico?
Have you spent too much time holed up in your urban survivalist bunker. Come back to Rocky Point,
the sun is shining and the beaches are beautiful,
besides you have electronically worn your self out
. . . tweeting, texting . . . and now you have Facebook fatigue. All of our “smart devices” are making us dim-witted and slow. Have your week ends
morphed into two more work days? (How smart
is that?) You need to relax for a long weekend in
Puerto Penasco!
I frequently visit Rocky Point, I find the restaurants and bars are friendly, entertaining and
accommodating, and they could use another customer or two. One of the most compelling reasons
to keep a bag packed for Rocky Point is the fly fishing. I have a network of borderline shady fly fishing
buddies that are ready to test the water at a moments notice, and that is a good thing. Recently a
group of six fly fishers met at the Playa De Oro RV
Park for a few days of fly fishing, it was February so

we were not expecting much of a catch. Sometimes,
just sitting on your pontoon boat on a sunny winter
afternoon is reward enough.
The weather was cooperative and we had three
days of uninterrupted fishing. We fished La Pinta
- The Second Estuary, Estuary Morua, - The First
Estuary, and the point at Rocky Point. We caught
numerous Cabrilla, Pompano, and one small Barracuda. It didn’t seem like it was worth the effort
to keep, clean, and cook fish, but we did get some
shrimp from Armando the Shrimp guy. One evening we did an appetizer dinner with butter, and
cayenne peppered shrimp. We added a few other
easy to prepare dishes and enjoyed the sunset on
the beach. As sedate and peaceful as that sounds,
you needed to make sure that you were not blocking the shrimp bowl and other appetizers. In addition to the beach, fishing, music, and general fun
that one can have in Rocky Point, another attraction is to see how many restaurants you can eat at
during your stay.
These are some of my favorite restaurants - in no
particular order, and have a range from street cart
food to fine dining. Chef Micky’s - Food Network
quality - upscale, a place for your foodie friends.
Mare Blu - Italian great pasta and sea food, up scale,

by Vince Deadmond

ocean view, music. Max’s Cafe - diner comfort food
if you tire of Mexican food, breakfast, lunch, dinner, music on weekends. El Capitan - Mexican
food, best view in town, medium prices, great food,
and service. Gamma’s Sea Food - don’t be put off
by the exterior - or the interior - go for the fried
fish dinner with a group. The bigger the group the
larger the whole fried fish. Fish Taco on Fremont a
street vendor fish taco stand. Lots of food for the
money. Capone’s Pizza - sports bar kind of place
with plenty of TV’s - could be your regular pizza
place in your hometown. La Curva one of the oldest places in town and consistently good. You can
get spicy to bland Mexican food, they will make it
how ever hot you want it. My list of favorite Rocky
Point restaurants is too long to include all of them
in this piece. I am sorry if I did not mention your
favoriteplace.
Maybe next time, when you hear, “Wake up, let’s
go fishing!” you will be able to add some new places to your favorites list.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy
can be found at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail
Apache Junction, AZ or reached by email vince@
ajbest.com or 480 982 7461.

An Introduction to Leaders and Tippets

An excerpt from Fed Fly Fisher’s Booklet • Introduction to fly fishing by Judy Lehmberg
So that the fly will land correctly on the water, it
is necessary to attach it to the line with a tapered
leader. The leader is generally composed of monofilament nylon that is tapered to a relatively small
diameter tippet at the end.
Leaders are an important aspect of the entire fly
fishing system because they are relatively thin and
thus vulnerable to breaking, they are relatively difficult to control, and they are the part of the system
the fish is most likely to see other than the fly.
There is no such thing as a perfect leader but
there have been quite a few improvements in the
last few years.To function effectively a leader must
keep the fly far enough from the line tip so as to not
frighten the fish, have a tippet that is small enough
in respect to the size of the fly and be designed so
that the fly will land correctly on the water.
As you might imagine, when you vary the flies
you use, you must also vary the leader so that it
corresponds to the size and weight of the fly. Because it is not practical to change leaders with each
fly, a compromise leaner design that will work over
a wide range of fly sizes is desirable.
Although there are still some fly fishers who prefer a hand-tied leader, one that is composed of five

to seven pieces that get smaller as they approach
the tip, most anglers are now using the newer one
piece, tapered leaders.
The hand- tied leaders do have the advantages
that the taper can be changed at will and the material can be changed to get optimum fly delivery.
Two hand-tied leaders are described below..
The Ritz formula, designed by Charles Ritz in the
1940's, is very accurate and lays out straight even
in the wind. The Harvey formula, developed by
George Harvey, lays out in soft IS" curves ensuring
a long, drag-free float.
The leader length is determined by the tippet
size; the finer the tippet, the longer the leader becomes. These leaders vary from nine to 12 feet.
Even if you never build your own leader the Harvey and Ritz formulas can give you an idea of how
leaders are designed.
THE GEORGE HARVEY FORMULA * 10"-.017:
Maxima (Hard) * 20"-.015 :Maxima (Hard) * 20".013 : Maxima (Hard)20"-.011 : Maxima (Hard) *
12"-.009 : soft * 18"-.008 : soft * 22" TO 28"-.007:
soft

THE RITZ FORMULA (All hard - Maxima - material)
• 40" - .018 • 36" - .016 • 6" - .014 • 6" - .010
• 6" - .009 • 6" - .008 • 25"- .007
Many fly fishers now use a one piece leader of
about nine feet. The diameter of the leader end or
tippet is determined by the size of the fly being
used.
As a general rule, tippet size is determined by dividing the fly size by four to get the tippet sit which
is expressed in decreasing sizes as 0X, 1X, 2X, 3X,
4X, 5X, 6X, 7X and 8X. This is called the rule of 4.
In other words, for a size 12 fly you would use a
3X tippet. For clear and smooth water conditions,
it's best to go one size smaller in tippet diameter,
therefore the most appropriate tippet for a size #12
fly would actually be 4X. You should carry tippet
material in sizes 3X, 4X, SX and 6X.
Article submitted
by our DFC Fishin' Bum Buddy,
John Mayer
jsmayer47@gmail.com
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2012 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2013

Cinda Howard- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Charlie Rosser- Treasurer
Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Gentry Smith
Programs- Mike Yavello

DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
MARCH 13, 2013

Conservation- Joe Miller
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
RafflesOpen, let us know if you are interested
in filling this spot
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large
Darin Taverna, Tom Horvath, James
Thornton, David Hwang, Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Thirteen Acres of Fishing Fun in Payson Arizona
1000 W. Country Club Drive, Payson AZ 85541
Green Valley Park Lakes • Registration 7 AM – 10 AM
Sponsor: Gary Bedsworth – 928-970-1928; gbedsworth@aol.com.
Additional contacts Joe Miller jam@prairietriz.com;
Gary Stull, President PFC fish_n_az@npgcable.com; Tom Herman herm85023@yahoo.com>

Annual Native Trout Conference
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Questions?? Catch Jim Walker at: james.L.walker@cox.net

Casting Clinic
Saturday, April 20, 2013
Kiwanis Park, Tempe at 9:00 am

Questions?? Catch Cinda at: lady_angler@cox.net

D-Backs Outdoor Rec Day at Chase Field
Saturday, April 27, 2013

There will be a sign-up roster at the March and April meeting.
Any questions?? Catch Charlie Rosser at: 480-586-7163

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Education
John Mayer

Payson Fly Caster Invitational
With Desert Fly Casters - April 13, 2013

MAIL TO: ☛

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Questions?? Catch John Mayer at: jsmayer47@gmail.com

nquet...

Retail - Larry Kivela

Annual Casting Games
Saturday, March 30, 2013 • 10:00 AM till 2:00 PM
Red Mountain Ranch- Wren Ramada Area

a
Annual DFC B
See ya at the h 13, 2013
Marc

Library
Kristen Kyle

DFC Banquet is held at the Knights of Columbus on Chandler Blvd.

