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Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Banquet Chairman: Charlie Rosser • 480-586-7163 • chasr430@gmail.com
>See Page 2 for more on our DFC March Banquet from Charlie<
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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DON'T MISS THE ANNUAL DFC BANQUET
Wednesday March 14, 2012
Don’t miss out on the 2012 DFC Annual Banquet and Raffle to be held Wednesday,
March 14. The banquet is held in a different location than our regular monthly meetings. See the above map for location. Come early to purchase your raffle tickets and
bid on the items you want.

• We have over 50 fly fishing items, over 25 certificates and over 30 items members
donated to the raffle this year.

• 8 Fly Rods, 6 Reels, 1 Pontoon & 3 Float Tubes
• Certificates – 2 for 1 fishing trips, Simms Waders, Restaurants, and 40% off Winston,

Thomas & Thomas and St. Croix rods.
• Fly Boxes loaded with flies, Fly Tying Bench, Fly Lines, and Buck Knives, a travel bag,
an Orvis rod & reel travel case.
• Plus many items DFC members have donated.
• This year we will have a silent auction for a Jeff Currier Apache Trout Oil Painting.
Jeff painted this when he visited our club last year.

Banquet Chairman:
Charlie Rosser
480-586-7163
chasr430@gmail.com

Beginning
Fly Tying
Classes
starting in March

Raffle tickets are: 6 for $5 • 30 for $25, 60 for $50 • 130 for $100.
In addition to the normal raffle items we will also have prizes for purchasing tickets in the
amount of $25, $50 & $100. The raffle item for buying $100 in raffle tickets will be an Orvis
rod & reel.
We will also be selling a deck of cards for $10 a card. The lucky person that buys the winning
card will win the pontoon.
We will also be having a 50/50 raffle. Tickets will be 5 for $5. At the end of the night the lucky
ticket holder will pocket 50% of the money collect. Just think, this could pay for all your raffle
tickets you purchased.
NOTE: This year we are using the names on tickets. You must either write your name
or use a stamp to put your name on the tickets. We will not accept any labels. Any
ticket drawn with a label will be discarded. We will also discard any ticket that has
been bent or altered.
With all the raffle items and good food it is bound to be another good DFC Banquet/Raffle
evening. If your last name begins with A-R bring a dish to share or S-Z bring a dessert. Hope
to see you there.

It is time for another beginning tying class. We hold a class at least once a year – more often if there is enough interest. The dates for the next class are: Tuesday and Thursday nights of March13th through the 29th from
6:30pm to 8 pm.
The location is: Tom Horvath’s Office at 4131 E. Wood Street. The closest major intersection is
40th Street and Broadway, Phoenix.
The class is structured to teach the basics of fly tying that allow you to tie almost any fly you find in a book or
magazine (well maybe not Atlantic Salmon flies). We will cover tools, materials and tying methods and the featured
instructor for this class will be John Rohmer, developer of fly tying materials and many Arizona fly patterns. You
will tie 8 to 10 different patterns starting with the Wooly bugger and also focusing on nymphs.
COST: There is no cost to members. For non-members $35 will get you into the class and membership for 2012.
Please note, there will be a deposit to borrow equipment. You can bring your tools or the club will check a set out
to you for the duration of the class.
Please sign up at the meeting or call to get on the list. This allows us make sure to have enough copies of handouts
and tools. The club will provide material for flies tied during the class. Bring your equipment or the club will check
a set out to use and take home during the class. Best of all it is free to members. Class limited to 8 and currently 4
are signed-up.
For those interested, sign-up at the meeting or contact Tom at 602.768.7280. If you can’t make the dates let us know,
we will arrange a class any time there are 3 or more interested people and can agree on common schedule.
I look forward to the 6 classes and the joy that beginning fly tying brings to those who catch their first fish on a fly
that they have tied and John is excellent in tying and getting new people interested in the sport.
Tom Horvath
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
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Salt River
Streamside class
Hosted Outing
Saturday,
March 17, 2011
Outing Site:
Lower Salt River –
Blue Point Bridge
Time:
8:30 a.m. to ~12:00

Fees: $6/day Tonto Pass, Get the pass before leaving town
Hosted Outing Leader(s): Bob Harrison • Phone: 480-735-9743 • Email: harrn7963@aol.com
Meeting Time: 8:30 a.m. for rigging ~10:00 casting, dead drift, mending
Meeting Location: Blue Point Bridge – down stream side Max. # Attendees: No Limit – members guests welcome
Directions: from West or South - US 60 east to Power Road. North on Power Road to Blue
Point Bridge – Left after crossing bridge
From north – Beeline Highway to Saguaro turn off. South on Bush Highway to Blue Point
Bridge. Right before crossing bridge.
Website(s) http://www.azgfd.gov/h_f/FishingLocationsMap.shtml
Fish: Trout, Bass, Carp
Fishing strategy: Demonstrate dead drift, mending, and down & across.
Tackle:
Rod Wt(s)- Any combination you have. Lighter weight is better as long as wind is low.
Line- Floating line
Leader- 7 1/5 foot 4X or 5X for catching fish or 1X for casting practice
Tippet- Same as leader and one size smaller.
Other- Nippers, Hemostats, floatant, strike indicators
Flies & Patterns: Wooly buggers, light colored caddis nymphs, PT Nymph, Hare’s Ear, Olive
damsel nymph, Adams, Caddis
Hook sizes: Sizes 12 to 16.
Other gear: Waders, Boots unless you want to go wet • Hat, sun gloves, Sun screen • Polarized
sunglasses • Anything else you want help with using.
Comments / Updates: Grill will be available to cook hot dogs and hamburgers after the class.

Build it and they will come...

Rio Salado Casting Club
Grand Opening

Saturday, April 7, 2012
11:00 AM • Tempe Town Lake Marina

F E AT U R IN G

.. .

STEVE RAJEFF,

Renowned World Casting Champion

Marian Tallon
marian@phoenixflycasting.com • 602 579-4345
A love of fly fishing, crackerjack brainstorming and substantial legwork led
to the successful launch of Rio Salado Casting Club. Thanks to Woody Wilson, President, Lakeshore Music at Tempe Center for the Arts and Dr. Larry
Allen, past president Arizona Flycasters Club, FFF Master Casting Instructor, and member of the American Casting Team, Rio Salado Casting Club
will be a celebrated asset to Arizona’s angling community. For the Grand
Opening, Saturday, April 7th at 11 AM, Larry's arranged a special treat by
inviting Steve Rajeff to pace us through the casting course at the kickoff
event at Tempe Town Lake Marina.
Steve Rajeff is among the most renowned casters and anglers in the
world, with 37 American and 14 world casting championships to his name.
Steve started in the sport as a youngster and never stopped. After guiding
in Alaska and Wyoming, Steve settled in as rod designer for G · Loomis,
leaving time for him to pursue his passion, luckily both during working
hours and days off.
Rio Salado Casting Club (RSCC) is an American Casting Association member club. RSCC will host guest casters from around the country
and regular monthly club events will include casting demos, discussions
about equipment, casting tips and tournament style fly, spin and revolving
spool casting to targets on the lake. Casting techniques, such as the double
haul, innovative taper designs and early fly line advances were introduced
by tournament casters. What a pleasure, to benefit from the experience
of experts. Future events will be posted on the Tempe Town Lake website.

Tournament casting is a test of skill between the individual caster and
tricky targets. Clearly casting targets are round for a reason...they resemble
the ring of a rise. Though not as tricky as fish, they're intended to improve
our casting and angling skill. Come out and enjoy the experience, meet
new friends, familiarize yourself with different equipment, or try out your
own gear on the targets. RSCC membership information will be available
on opening day.
There's convenient parking and nearby facilities, remember to apply your
sunscreen and wear a hat - we're counting on typical Arizona sunshine.
Bring along a folding camp chair so you're plenty comfortable and perhaps
a cooler with snacks and drinks. It'll be one heck of an exciting day and just
plain good fun with friends, old and new!
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Doc...In his own words...
Hi all :
Just a reminder about the upcoming Point of Pines
outing.... April 20-21-22 ......
Always a fun outing , wit lots of fising , catcing , and
fish. (hope there's som H2O there. )
Absolutely aa great camping spot ;kind of cozy for yaking and fishing b.s. stories...
Fishing stuff coming next mont as well as a menu ...
Remember the 22nd is Earth Day. Come and see how
our native Americans take care of their earth..
     I.M.O.W."s.....Doc Nickel • funnyfarm150@yahoo.com
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Parker Canyon Club Outing

Aaahh! Parker Canyon Lake. Located about 50 miles south of
Interstate 10 roughly 30 miles east of Tucson lies Parker Canyon
Lake at about 5200 feet above sea level. Taking the State Highway
#83 south through beautiful Sonoita we wind through the valley
where numerous ranches add a twisting, curving aspect to the
journey. Soon we start to climb the mountain on a paved road
all the way to the State Park.
Upon arrival we discovered that the originally reserved "group
site" was somewhat lacking in the accommodations need for our
group. We then attempted to renegotiate our reservation and
after about a half an hour into the lecture by one of the campground "hosts" I discovered that I was negotiating with the wrong
person. Upon finding the right HOST , "Hoop", we were able to
secure an appropriate site for our event.
By the time everyone who was supposed to arrive on Thursday
night had gotten to the campsite, the weather had turned cloudy
with a stiff wind out of the southwest. This turned into rain, sleet,
and later snow that night so we awoke to snow covered vehicles
and tents. Not to worry, this is a hearty bunch with no whiners
or complainers!
Friday, those who were stout decided to brave the cloudy,
breezy, 40 degree weather and fish. Some fish were caught
though the conditions were tuff at best. I admire those brave
and hearty souls. We all had our evening meals in our separate
campsites and did our best to stay comfortable. The skies cleared
off that night and the view of the stars was spectacular. Never see
things like that in the valley.

Saturday morning turned out to be a bluebird day. Perfectly
clear skies with just an occasional breeze. Mark, the owner of the
marina store had told us earlier that we were welcome to leave
our pontoons and other watercraft at his dock or on the porch
of the store since the trek from the campsite to the launch ramp
was about a mile. He assured us that he had never had anything
stolen since he had owned the store. He was also kind enough
to have coffee ready at 7:00 AM in the morning. What with the
weather front that had just passed through two days earlier the
fishing was challenging. SOME FISH WERE CAUGHT! but
surely no records were broken.
The banquet Saturday night was a huge success mostly due to
the generous participation by the whole group. We had the DFC
supplies pulled pork and the Host supplies fresh caught Alaskan
salmon. There were enough side dishes and desserts that I considered inviting the rest of the campground as the 19 DFC members and their guests would not be able to consume the bounty.
Hosting a DFC trip for the first time is quite an experience. We
had a couple of hitches in the beginning, and the weather was less
than perfect, but the attitude of the group and their willingness to
pitch in with help for the banquet Saturday night made the event
simple. Thanks to all of you for the support.

See ya
Wednesday,
March 14, 2012
fer our
DFC Banquet!
WANTED
ALL
DFC
TROUT
BUMS

By: Dick Brooks
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2012 Schedule for DFC Outings
I would like to start by thanking everyone who attended the January San Diego Saltwater Outing and Tom
Horvath for hosting this event (pages 6 & 7). As you may have guessed, a lot of work goes into planning a large
trip like this, and as a result Tom spent many hours organizing the room reservations, surf schools and fly tying
session. The fishing was a little slow due to a rough surf caused by a storm out at sea. However, the weather
was just about perfect… even by California standards! See Tom’s recap in this month’s newsletter to read more
about this exciting outing.
Another round of applause goes to Dick Brooks and the rest of the gang who traveling to the Parker Canyon for
the February Club Outing (page 5). Here the weather was not nearly as cooperative, as they reported very cold
temperatures and even some snow. According to Dick, despite all that mother nature could throw at them,
they still had a good time. Maybe the salmon and pork barbeque that was served up for dinner Saturday night
had something to do with that? Be sure to check out Dick’s trip report for more details.
With San Diego and Parker Canyon now in the rearview, we are quickly approaching the March Club Outings. First, we have an education
event at the Salt River and followed by a daytrip to Upper Lake Mary (ULM) for pike. There are already sign-up sheets for both of these
and Joe has already been in email communication with those planning to attend the ULM excursion. If you have not signed-up for either
the Salt River Streamside Clinic or the ULM Pike daytrip, please be sure to add your name to the lists at the March Banquet or via email to
Bob Harrison and Joe Staller respectively.
If you have not attended a club outing yet this year, hopefully there is something in the upcoming pipeline that will peak your interest. We
have a diverse range of trips planned that are designed to appeal to a wide variety of fishing interests, skill levels, and budgets. Whether
it’s a simple daytrip or a long weekend, club outings are a great place to really get to know the other club members. Who knows, you
might make a new fishing buddy or two.
Hope to see you on the water,
Gentry Smith,
2012 DFC Outing Chairmen
Phone: (480) 213-0372
Email: design@gentrysmith.com
March – Salt River Streamside, Education Outing
Date: March 17, 2012
Time: 9:00 am
Host: Bob Harrison | email: harrn7963@aol.com
Cost: Free
The club will be hosting its annual Streamside class on the Lower Salt River. This 1-day class will be
geared toward educating new members on how to successfully fish moving water. If you are new to
fly fishing, you will not want to miss this event. There is no fee for this outing, but don’t forget your
Tonto Parking Pass. Please be sure to sign-up at the March Banquet or by emailing Bob Harrison.
March – Upper Lake Marry, Pike Daytrip
Date: To Be Announced
Host: Joe Staller | email: joestaller@yahoo.com
Cost: Free
Time to break out the heavy artillery… big rods, big flies. This is a new club outing with a slightly
different format than our typical fishing trips. Joe Staller will be leading a bunch of desert anglers
north to Flagstaff, in search of toothy pike in the shallows. Due to the unpredictability of ice-out this
time of year, this daytrip may happen any weekend during the month of March. Basically, once we
get the word that the pike are actively feeding, we’ll be on our way. If you are interested in going,
be sure to sign-up to be notified via email when we are going. We will try to give everyone as much
notice as possible.
Update: Joe has already been in email communication with members going to ULM, be sure to get on his
distribution list if you plan to attend this daytrip!
April – Point of Pines Lake
Dates: Thursday, April 19 – Sunday, April 22, 2012
Host: Doc Nickel
Cost: You will need a San Carlos Camping & Fishing Permit
Located on the San Carlos Indian Reservation, Point of Pines (P.O.P.) is an annual favorite for many
club members. While the club does not collect fees for P.O.P., we do request that you still sign-up in
advance, so we can keep an accurate head count.
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May – Lees Ferry
Dates: Thursday, May 17 – Sunday, May 20, 2012
Option #1:
3-Nights Lodging | 2-Days Guided Fishing
We will be staying at Marble Canyon Lodge and using guide boats from Lees Ferry Anglers and Marble Canyon Outfitters. If you have singed-up for this option, please bring your money to Carl at the
March Banquet to secure your spot. Due to the short timeframe, if you need to cancel for any reason,
it will be your responsibility to find your replacement.
Host: Carl Rutherford | carlruthe@cox.net
Price: $550 per person, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room and guide boat. We
will do our best to accommodate room requests. Price does not include Guide Tip , AZ state fishing
license, or Glenn Canyon vehicle pass (if applicable) – Limit approx.12-people
Option #2:
1-3 Nights Camping | Fish Walk-in Area
There is a federal campground located at Lees Ferry. There are no-fees being collected by the club
for this option. You may pay for your camping permit at the automated machine near the park
entrance. However, please be sure to sign up on the “Camping Walk-in” sheet, so we can keep an
accurate head count.
Host: Gentry Smith | design@gentrysmith.com
Price: $12 per night/per site + $15 vehicle pass (good 1-7 days) – No limit, first come basis
Option #3:
3-Days, 2-Night Self-Guided River Float
For those seeking a little more adventure; we will once again be organizing a self-guided river float.
This is a fun trip, however probably not suited for everyone. There are inherent risks and safety issues
related to fishing any moving water. Participants will be required to sign a liability waiver/release to
participate in the float portion of the Lees Ferry trip. Please see additional form regarding Lees Ferry
Self-Guided Float Trip for more information. If you would like to participate in the float trip you will
need to get your money to Gentry ASAP, as the demand for this option will likely exceed the spaces
available.
Host: Gentry Smith | design@gentrysmith.com
Price: $55 per person and single watercraft | $75 two-people and double watercraft – Limit 12-people
• On Saturday night the club will host a potluck style dinner at the campground. The club will provide the meat – please, bring a side dish or desert to share with the group.
June – White Mountain Extravaganza (Winn Campground)
Dates: Thursday, June 21 – Sunday, June 24, 2012
Host: Mike Yavello
Cost: ???
This is the BIG ONE! Bring the whole family for this fun filled weekend of fishing in the beautiful
White Mountains of Arizona. Mark your calendars and look for the sign-up sheet at the next club
meeting. More info coming soon…
July – Mogollon Rim (Ponderosa Campground)
Dates: Thursday, June 19 – Sunday, June 22, 2012
Host: Joe Miller
Cost: ???
Located less than 2-hrs from the east valley and easily accessible via paved roads, this campground
was a big hit last year. With its close proximity to the rim streams and lakes, it has all the makings to
become a regular club trip for years to come. More info coming soon…

See ya Wednesday, March 14, 2012 fer our DFC Banquet!
WANTED
ALL
DFC
TROUT
BUMS
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TALKING GILA TROUT?
Jonah and the whale got my attention as a youngster, and this story of the
Gila Trout almost has biblical overtones. The Gila Trout is one of the rarest trout that you can fish for in the United States. Originally this fish was
found in small higher elevation streams in Arizona and New Mexico. We
have all seen the early black and white photos of smiling anglers with hundreds of fish on a stringer. Over fishing, introduction of non-native fish,
less than ideal land management practices drove the Gila Trout to near extinction. When the fish was listed as an endangered species in the early 70’s
one would assume that things would get better for this star crossed fish.
Without going into a lot of detail this little fish seemed to be lost for the
next 40 years. The US Forest Service, New Mexico and Arizona Game and
Fish would have some success in recovering and propagating this fish, only
to have a forest fire, mechanical problem at the hatchery, or something
else to plague their efforts. We have had stockings of several streams in
Arizona with Gila Trout with little success. New Mexico has had success
and the Gila seems to be doing well in some of the more remote streams.
The Mora National Fish Hatchery & Technology Center located in Mora
County NM has been the driving force in recovering the Gila Trout with
cutting edge technology, and making a hatchery fish that can make it in the
wild when it is released. Last February, 2011 the Frye Mesa Reservoir was
stocked with Gila Trout, and fly fishers from around the globe have been
making the pilgrimage to this fish Mecca. It’s mind boggling that fly fishers from Montana, Idaho, and B.C. are coming to Arizona to fish for Gila
Trout. I think I am going fishing.
It was fast approaching the first anniversary of the stocking of Gila Trout
in Frye Mesa Reservoir, and I wanted an accurate assessment of how the
lake was doing. I talked to Jason Kline, Arizona Game and Fish Biologist
in Tucson to get an update. When I asked how the lake was doing he said,
“Great!” The original plan was to get stockings of brood stock fish from
the Mora Hatchery about every three years. During the summer of 2011
Frye Mesa received 6 stockings. Fish that were scheduled for other places
got moved to Frye Mesa due to the forest fires. I was getting a little excited,
and called my friend Jeff Voigt with the latest fishing report, and to firm
up our trip to Mount Graham. I have found my fishing skills to be much
sharper when I am fishing to lots of hungry fish. I may even develop a bit
of a swagger.
The watershed of Mount Graham is located in south eastern Arizona
near the town of Safford. This area boasts native Apache Trout as well as
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and now Gila Trout. Frye Mesa Reservoir is a
primitive (no restrooms) 50 foot deep, four acre impound at the 5000 foot
elevation level. The nine mile primitive bumpy dirt road serves as the last
barrier to protect these precious fish, It takes about 50 minutes to drive this
stretch of road to the lake at 5 to 20 MPH. Don’t drive in here with old bald
tires, you won’t make it out. I believe the fish arrived by helicopter. Fishing the lake with a pontoon boat and a fly rod is probably the best way. It’s
a canyon lake with little room for a fisher to work from shore. Frye Mesa
Creek has Gila Trout as well and has steep canyon walls similar to the Hell’s
Gate Wilderness area on Tonto Creek.

by Vince Deadmond
Talking Trout
It was early in the day but Jeff and I had both landed several small but
handsome fish. I felt the tug of another on my three weight, and I had just
landed the fish when I heard a low gravely raspy voice say, “Vince.” I have
been around fish that make croaking and grunting sounds, and I had a dog
that could almost talk, but this was unusual. Again I hear the voice, “Vince
. . . down here . . . in the net . . . release me.” I see Jeff is close by and he is
smirking when he asks, “How did you like my Clint Eastwood impersonation?” I had to admit it was pretty good, but it got me thinking, “What
would fish tell us if they could talk?”
Wiley G. Trout might tell you about his busy day at Fish School. A curriculum based on survivals skills, how to avoid boat props, lures, flies, and
bigger fish looking for a quick bite. The Home Economics of how to obtain
the most sustenance for the least amount of effort. Expanding ones palate
to include worms, larvae, cicada, grasshopper, may flies, caddis flies, and
ants (they are great at a picnic). Swimming I, II, III, and advanced swimming. Wiley would tell you that the formal fish schooling is enough to
make ones head swim. Wiley sometimes cuts afternoon classes and hangs
out at the beach. Wiley may get the urge to travel and visit other side of
the lake. Clyde Carp lives in the trailer park. Actually its just one camper
trailer, that got away from that guy from Casa Grande, and plunged into
the lake. It was never recovered, and this is as good a place as any to pull
the plug on Wiley G. Trout.
Catching lots of big fish is usually at the top of every fishers agenda when
he plans a fishing trip. This trip we caught lots of small fish (7-8 inches),
about fifty each, but we were zilch on catching the large brood stock fish
that were stocked a year ago. Fish and Game allows one fish to be kept from
this impound. I think the brood stock fish have been greatly diminished
if not completely fished out, one fish at time. The fish that we caught were
healthy and they had been eating well, by the end of summer they should
be 12-13 inch fish. If Frye Mesa gets another stocking of brood stock fish
that would be fun, but for now the fish are too small to be worth the effort
to get to this lake. Fish are too precious to be caught one time only.
If you are looking for a weekend get away you may want to look at
Graham County. Many outdoor activities are available; birding, golf,
sand dunes for four wheeling, fishing, state parks for camping, mineral
hot springs, and even a salsa trail day trip for more than a dozen Mexican places to eat. For more information visit www.visitgrahamcounty.com/
thingstodo.html and enjoy life.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing
Hardware Guy can be reached
at: Best Hardware 237 N Apache
Trail Apache Junction AZ.
vince@ajbest.com
480-982-7461
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