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Greetings, my fellow DFC Trout Bums! The new year has arrived and we're already most of the
way through January. As I type this, I'm sitting in bed in my hotel room in San Diego, dreaming
of A) actually catching fish tomorrow and B) having more fun than I can stand. Fish or not, I'm
betting choice B will work out. Everyone got here safely and we've got a very good turn out.
The meet and greet and tying session at SoCal Fly Fishing with Peter Piconi were well attended
and I think we're all excited to get out on the beaches tomorrow and start working the surf and
then working the bay on Saturday. The weather looks to be excellent for the entire weekend,
so things are looking great so far.
Next month brings us a slight change of pace. While we'll be doing our annual February outing for trout, we'll be going south instead of north and going to Parker Canyon Lake. Parker
Canyon is a larger impoundment, but is about the perfect size for float tubes and pontoon
boats. The lake is near the town of Sonoita, which boasts some of the best wineries in the state.
The campground at the lake itself is clean and close and has a store for those last-minute necessities. I've also been told the drive in is spectacular.
During the last weekend of the month, the International Sportsman's Exhibition is at the
University of Phoenix Stadium. I was just told the booth number (473) that we will have. My
goal is to have a volunteer coordinator in place by the next meeting so you can volunteer to
work the booth. We'll be looking for folks who can tie flies, build rods or can just be friendly and
enthusiastic about the club and what we do. Look for an e-mail blast and/or a sign-up sheet at
the February meeting for more information.
We'll also be doing board elections in February. This is your last chance to volunteer to be
on the board and help make your club better. Please let me know if you have any questions.
As always, have a great month, be safe and go fishing! I'l look forward to sharing the stories
and pictures from San Diego with you all.
Tight lines,
Mike

DFC FEBRUARY 2012 PROGRAM...

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Dan Michels grew up in Minnesota, living the outdoor life from a young age,
and obtained his college degree from the University of Minnesota. He helped
build the original Crystal Creek Lodge in 1988 and at that time began guiding
in the Bristol Bay Area of western Alaska.
Dan was awarded the Orvis Company's Orvis Endorsed Guide of the Year
award in 1993. He is also a licensed U.S. Coast Guard Captain. A commercial
pilot since 1989, Dan has logged over 5000 hours of Alaska flight time guiding
and piloting float and ski aircraft over every region of Alaska. Dan is the lead
pilot who directs the daily flight operations. He often spends days in the field
guiding guests. Dan purchased Crystal Creek Lodge in 1995 and has managed
it since.
Come early and get to know Dan before the meeting...Good times to be had by all.
See all of you DFC Trout Bums on the 8th of February.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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YOUR ANNUAL DFC BANQUET IS GETTING CLOSE!
Wednesday March 14, 2012
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This year’s banquet falls on our regular meeting date. We hold our banquet at
a different location so don’t show up at the American Legion. In March we will
be at the Knights of Columbus at 644 E. Chandler Blvd (see map below). Cocktails and purchase your raffle tickets 5:30 - 6:30, potluck dinner at 6:30 - 7:00
pm with raffle after dinner.

Your banquet has three functions:
1. For members to have a fun night out with some good food to share
2. For members to bid on and win some really nice prizes
....AND MOST IMPORTANT
3. Raise money to support DFC donations and activities during the
year.
Last year we had 149 items we raffled. In order for me to make this the biggest
and best DFC raffle ever I am requesting your help with donations. In the past
members have gone to local eating establishments or other businesses in the
neighborhood to get donations. Several of our members own a business that
donate items and others purchase items to donate. If you would like to donate
an item for the raffle (fishing item or other) you can bring it to the Feb meeting
or to me before the banquet. I need all items in my hand by March 1 so I can get
them ready for the raffle.
Thanks to the following members for already donating: Jeff Voigt, Rick Scott,
Joe Miller, Dick Brooks, Bruce Gehris plus several others. I have heard rumors
that other members going to donate the following: fresh salmon from Alaska,
a wine basket, a fly tying station, a knife set and a Patron Tequila Gift Box (I
want to win that one).
I have received several donations from the letters I sent out in Nov – An original Jeff Currier trout print, a pontoon boat, 5 fly rods, 1 reel, several discount
certificates with fly fishing companies, dinner and show for 2 at Broadway
Palm Dinner Theater and tickets for 2 on the Grand Canyon Railway.
If you are a new club member or an old member and have never attended our Annual Banquet you will be in for a real treat by
attending this year’s event. There will be many items raffled plus a pot luck dinner with turkey and ham provided by your DFC
Board Members. Members last name A - R are asked to bring a side dish to share and Members S – Z bring a dessert to share.
Any questions about donations see me at the meeting or give me a call.
Charlie Rosser
5445 E. Enrose St.
Mesa, AZ 85205
480-586-7163
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Casting Games...Once more, another fun event!
YES!! Again the weather was perfect...Plenty of room to work a rod
and get some first hand instruction.
We had 34 members casting and
showing their form.
The gathering started around 10
AM with games and plenty of activity throughout the day. There was
even a sighting of one of the Trout
Bums again with his bamboo fly
rod, and lots of people wanted to
try the action... Games were challenging on all levels for both guys
and gals. And, through it all one
had a chance to ask questions and
gain knowledge of casting. Charlie Rosser and Bill Batchelor had a
chance to work a new, ADG Titanium 9ft 5wt 2 pc rod, that will be
in this year's bid for the DFC Annual
banquet...a sweet rod for sure.
I'm sure most will be far better when stalking that trout in the
coming months on their favorite
stream with many thanks to the FFF
Certified Casters that were there to
help out. Without them this would
not happen. Wow...what a great
bunch!
The day wouldn’t be complete
without a hearty meal of BBQ
pulled pork, beans, chips and pop
that Mark Lucht kept brewing in his
traveling smoker. What a treat!! All
of us were mighty hungry after all
the fun.
Thanks to all who attended...Any
comments are helpful with such an
event like this. If you have any suggestions...or better yet "kudos, and/
or applause" direct them to Charlie
Rosser at: chasr123@cox.net
R. McKeon: DFC Newsletter Editor and
Graphic Guru...and Bamboo Rod Bum
rmckeon2@cox.net

Ahhh...Monday Morning Castin’... I had my 4wt bamboo rod and used a #12 dry fly with the hook snipped off so it wouldn’t
snag on the grass...I’m curious if next year it would work if one rigged up a balloon we could “bust” while casting through
the large hoop...Think any fly with a hook “snipped” would have enough snap to it to pop the balloon. Ahhh... just a thought.
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Getting Rid
of Salt Deposits
by Lefty Kreh
Q: What is the correct way to get rid of salt deposits on reels and
rods, and how often do I need to do it?
A: Reel manufacturers have told me not to take reels in the shower, wash them down with a freshwater hose or immerse them in
a bucket of fresh water. This may drive salt into the interior of the
reel, but even worse, it could flush away any grease, impairing
the reel's performance.

Years ago, I learned how to wash all saltwater reels properly. Take an old spray bottle, fill it with warm soapy water,
and spray this on your reels. Use a toothbrush to clean
around the reel foot and other areas prone to salt collection. Then use another such bottle filled with warm to hot
fresh water, spray the reels carefully and then wipe them
down with a clean rag.
You can better protect your reels by thoroughly cleaning
the outer surface with alcohol and then coating them with
auto paste wax. Water will then just bead off the reel.
Charlie

ISE Show: Thrusday, February 23rd - Sunday 26th
We have a booth at this years ISE Show in Phoenix. We will need volunteers to "man" the booth typically in shifts of four hours or longer
if you are willing. Please see our president Mike Yavello if you are interested in helping. All volunteers will receive a full day admission to
the show on their volunteer date and are free to wonder the exhibit
floor before and after their shift. We just ask that you be at the booth
during your scheduled shift. This is a great way to meet new people
and hopefully get a few to join the club
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All DFC Trout Bums...mark your calendars!
February – Parker Canyon Lake
Dates: Thursday, Feb 16 – Sunday, Feb 19, 2012
Host: Dick Brooks | email: mybrooks@cox.net
Cost: $20 per vehicle | 15-vehicle limit

The 15-vehicle spots for Parker Canyon are filled and we have started a waiting list. If you have signed-up for Parker Canyon, you need to get your money to Dick Brooks
by the February Club Meeting. Any spots not paid by this date will become available to those on the waiting list. If you would like to go to Parker Canyon, and you are
unable to secure a spot with the club, you may be able to get a spot in the general campground, but you will need to make your own arrangements. Please let Dick
know if you are planning to do this option. The club is hosting a potluck dinner Saturday evening. The club will provide the meat, please bring a side or desert to share.

March – Salt River Streamside, Education Outing
Date: To Be Announced
Host: Bob Harrison | email: harrn7963@aol.com
Cost: Free
The club will be hosting its annual Streamside class on the Lower Salt River. This 1-day class will be geared toward educating new members on how to successfully fish
moving water. If you are new to fly fishing, you will not want to miss this event. There is no fee for this outing, but don’t forget your Tonto Parking Pass. Dates should
be available (along with sign-up sheet) at the February club meeting.

March – Upper Lake Marry, Pike Daytrip
Date: To Be Announced
Host: Joe Staller | email: joestaller@yahoo.com
Cost: Free
Time to break out the heavy artillery… big rods, big flies. This is a new club outing with a slightly different format than our typical fishing trips. Joe Staller will be leading
a bunch of desert anglers north to Flagstaff, in search of toothy pike in the shallows. Due to the unpredictability of ice-out this time of year, this daytrip may happen
any weekend during the month of March. Basically, once we get the word that the pike are actively feeding, we’ll be on our way. If you are interested in going, be sure
to sign-up to be notified via email when we are going. We will try to give everyone as much notice as possible.

April – Point of Pines Lake
Dates: Thursday, April 19 – Sunday, April 22, 2012
Host: Doc Nickel
Cost: You will need a San Carlos Camping & Fishing Permit

This is an annual favorite for many club members. More details to come…

May – Lees Ferry
Dates: Thursday, May 17 – Sunday, May 20, 2012
Host: Carl Rutherford
Cost: ???
The club has begun planning another exciting Lees Ferry outing. This trip will include 3-nights lodging and 2-days guided fishing. We are also looking into the possibility of offering a self-guided, 2-day river float option again. Please, mark your calendars accordingly. More details to come…

Beginning Fly Tying classes starting in March
It is time for another beginning tying class. We
hold a class at least once a year – more often
if there is enough interest. The dates for the
next class are Tuesday and Thursday nights of
March13th through the 29th from 6:30pm to 8
pm.
The location is Tom Horvath’s Office at 4131 E.
Wood Street. The closest major intersection is
40th Street and Broadway, Phoenix.
The class is structured to teach the basics of fly tying that allow you to tie almost any fly you find
in a book or magazine (well maybe not Atlantic
Salmon flies). We will cover tools, materials and tying methods and the featured instructor for this
class will be John Rohmer, developer of fly tying materials and many Arizona fly patterns. You
will tie 8 to 10 different patterns starting with the
Wooly bugger and also focusing on nymphs.
COST: There is no cost to members. For non-members $35 will get you into the class and membership for 2012. Please note, there will be a deposit
to borrow equipment. You can bring your tools or
the club will check a set out to you for the duration of the class.

Please sign up at the meeting or call to get on the
list. This allows us make sure to have enough copies of handouts and tools. The club will provide
material for flies tied during the class. Bring your
equipment or the club will check a set out to use
and take home during the class. Best of all it is free
to members. Class limited to 8.
For those interested, sign-up at the meeting or
contact Tom at 602.768.7280. If you can’t make
the dates let us know, we will arrange a class any
time there are 3 or more interested people and
can agree on common schedule.
I look forward to the 6 classes and the joy that beginning fly tying brings to those who catch their
first fish on a fly that they have tied and John is
excellent in tying and getting new people interested in the sport.
Tom Horvath
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WINTERIZE YOUR FLY FISHING
by Vince Deadmond

Time well wasted . . . you could sit at home
watching reality TV shows, (a real waste)
or star in your own version of “The Reel Fly
Fishers”. Yes, I know the fly fishing options
within driving distance has diminished during the winter months, but Puerto Penasco,
(Rocky Point) is still a short drive (4 hours)
from Phoenix or Tucson. Sitting in a pontoon
boat, on the Sea of Cortez, enjoying a sunny
afternoon with a fishing buddy, is much better
than keeping up with the Kardashians.
Winter time observations. Rocky Point has
about the same winter temperatures as Phoenix, but usually has less rain. It’s usually sunny and spending time on the
beach or fishing is a good idea. The mornings can be cool, so take some
polar fleece, a wind breaker, and a book, just in case it’s too cool and/or
windy. I usually don’t wear waders fishing Rocky Point, but in January
and February I do bring them along. With daylight arriving after 7 AM, I
find myself adjusting to mid morning to mid afternoon fishing, the most
comfortable time of day. This allows for a nice breakfast and a chance to
get back for some conversation and snacks on the beach, before it’s time
to watch the spectacular sunsets. If it is too cold or windy I explore town
and look for new cantinas.
Winter fly fishing is different. More tourists are visiting, and they are
curious about your pontoon boat, and that your are fly fishing in the
Sea of Cortez. Many have a “I should have brought my fly fishing gear

moment.” If you stay at the Playa de Oro RV Park you will find many
genuinely friendly neighbors. The last time I stayed at the park there was
a Chili Cook Off and a fish fry on the beach. The cooler water temperature
does slow the fishing down. The Second Estuary water temperature was
about 57 degrees and the fish catching was a little thin. The run from the
RV Park to the Vina Del Mar Hotel is deeper, and a better option. Fish the
rock piles, drop offs, and channels with a 400 grain line, and slow retrieve
with two Clousers. Don’t be surprised if you catch Cabrilla, Trigger, and
some small Grouper.
Grant Baugh and his wife Joan are from Oregon, and had been wintering in El Golfo, Mexico. Grant and I have exchanged fishing reports via
email and when I asked if he wanted to fish Puerto Penasco they decided
to visit. We managed to catch numerous Cabrilla, Trigger, and one fish
that we could not identify before it slipped away. Joan is a retired kindergarden teacher and was doing some fish print paintings, on fabric. They
were nice enough to send a picture of a Trigger that I caught, after Joan
made a print. Trigger are blatantly ugly, and Joan’s print captures the fish
perfectly.
If enjoying time with family and friends, discovering new places to
dine, having some sunshine during the winter is a waste of time, sign me
up. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached at
Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.
com or 480 982 7461.
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See ya at the 8, 2012
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