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Greetings and salutations for the New Year, my fellow DFC Trout Bums! I hope you all had a safe and
happy holiday season and the new year finds you well. 2011 was a good year for the club, but it was
not without it's trials. We had great presentations from our various guest speakers and fantastic outings as well, but I think we're all happy to be past a year where it seemed like half of the White Mountains burned. As I've volunteered to host the White Mountain Extravaganza in June, it's my fervent
hope that we can actually have an outing this year. I'll keep my fingers crossed.
On a personal note, 2011 was a pretty good year. My only real complaint is that I didn't do as much
fishing and wasn't able to make as many of the outings as I have in past years. There were various
reasons for this, but my New Years' Resolution List for 2012 is topped by the commitment to do more
fishing on my own and to make as many of the outings as possible, if not all of them. I don't know if I'll
be able to do this, but I'm certainly going to try my best.
2012 looks to be a good year and the outings for January look to get us off to a good start. On January 21st we have our annual Danish Castings Games. For those of you who have never been to one,
the Danish Castings Games are kind of like golf with a fly rod. The course is set up so you have to make
several different kinds of casts in order to complete the objectives. It's a great way to get a feel for what
casts you need to work on and we'll have several FFF Casting Instructors on hand to help you with that.
I believe they'll also have the competition course set up for the casting competition at the ISE show.
Starting on January 26th, we'll have our outing to San Diego for surf casting and fishing the areas in
and around San Diego Bay and Mission Bay. I'm going and am looking forward to this greatly. Some of
the San Diego area clubs are involved and this will be a great opportunity to meet, greet and compare
notes and fish stories with some of the area fly fishers. As we'll be in San Diego proper, it will also be
a great opportunity to bring along the spouse or significant other so they don't think we only fish in
places in the middle of nowhere. Great dining, shopping and entertainment can be found there, making it an excellent trip for the whole family.
Until then I'll see you at the meeting. Have a great month, get out and fish (don't forget your 2012 license!)
and be safe.
Tight lines,
Mike

DFC JANUARY 2012 PROGRAM...

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

The speaker for the January program will be Jeff Voigt. He has resided in Spokane,
Washington for 29 years and is winter time snowbird and member of DFC. The excellent fly fishing waters of Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho are his home
waters where he fishes three plus days per week. The program will be The Westslope Cutthroat Streams of Northern Idaho. These streams located in the heavily
wooded mountains of Northern Idaho are home to some of the most beautiful
trout to be found anywhere.
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LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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WMLF 2011 Win te r Update
...No te s f rom John Rohme r
2011 is fast coming to a close, marking the end of our second full season.
WMLF has made good progress this year towards improving the quality of
fishing in Arizona. Membership grew and now numbers over 100 with several clubs participating as well. The Becker Lake project was started with
pads cleared for campground hosts, electrical services installed and sanitation facilities improved. Having a lake host on site has made a big difference in turning Becker into a quality fishery.
The Wallow Fire put a halt to getting concrete pads for the lake hosts
trailers poured this summer. Funds are set aside for their completion as
soon as weather allows. After several WMLF board meetings it was decided
there were funds available to make additional improvements as well. They
include some landscaping (although I hate to ruin the beautiful lunar landscape there now), placement of a permanent bench to accommodate fishermen donning waders, internet connection
for the host and possibly an electric gate at the entrance.
Our next is working on portable aerators for Crescent. Aerators will improve chances of trout survival in lakes like
Crescent and Luna through long snowy winters or dry hot summers. Estimates for portable aerators came in at $33K
each. We are shopping pricing out to see of we can improve on that. Once we have quotes, we will get back to everyone with what it is going to cost to improve fishing on these lakes.
A new website is being developed by WMLF member, Gentry Smith. It is a very user friendly, versatile and informative
website that we are anxious to use and enjoy. Look for it to be up by the first of the year.
The end of the year means membership renewals will go out to our annual members. Look for them in the mail by
January. Consider becoming a lifetime member and I can save a stamp.
2011 was an improvement over 2010. We know this is not going to be an overnight process. We are in it for the long
haul. We think it’s worth it. We hope you do as well. Thanks for your support and feedback.
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.
From all of us on the WMLF Board

Brief recap of the December outing at Canyon Lake...
About 12 fly fisherman showed-up and braved the wind at Boulder Recreation
area of Canyon Lake. A few small fish were caught and David Wang seemed to
have the magic touch landing a number of fish including bluegill and bass. Tom
Horvath was severely challenged in landing fish as he had quite a few on but
couldn’t land a one. The wind was building white caps on the main lake but the
cove was fishable out of our pontoon tubes. Great fun was had by all and most,
if not all, had lunch together at Tortilla Flats after the outing. I even caught a
glimpse of Charlie getting ready to take in the gun fight at the Restaurant when
leaving. The outing was a fresh break from the Holiday bustle.
Tom Horvath
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MAKE PLANS NOW FOR
THE DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2012
The format for this years banquet will be the same as it has
been in the past. The board will provide the meat (turkeys,
ham, pulled pork, etc.) and club members will bring pot
luck items to share. This year we sent out 200 donation request letters to companies and we are starting to receive
items for the raffle. As in the past I am also requesting your
help with donations. Members have gone to local eating
establishments or other businesses in the neighborhood to
get donations. Several of our members own a business that
donate items and others purchase items to donate. If you
would like to donate an item for the raffle (fishing item or
other) you can bring it to the monthly meeting and I will
make sure it gets in the raffle. We are trying to make this
our biggest and best banquet/raffle we have ever had. With
your help we will get there.
Any questions contact Charlie Rosser at:
chasr123@cox.net or 480-586-7163

JANUARY FLY OF THE MONTH
Madam X Prince
Hook - 2x long size #12-#16
Thread - 6/0 black
Bead - Copper size to match hook
Tail - Barred rubber legs sm.
Rib - Sm. amber ultra wire
Body - SLF Prism Green shades
Wing - White Goose Biot
Legs - Barred rubber legs Sm.
Questions?? Suggestions??
Contact: Tom Horvath • mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com • 602.271.0595 • Fax 602.340.9403
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The DFC Calendar is a good place to start, but you need to add
more on the water fishing time. If you don't have a plan to fish,
it won't happen. Here are a few suggestions to put on your calendar. All of these are within driving distance and would not break
the bank if you split travel costs with a fishing buddy or two.
January - Puerto Penasco, Lee's Ferry, Lower Salt River, any of
the low desert lakes, even an urban lake.
February - Silver Creek, San Juan, Rocky Point, Canyon Creek
weather permitting.
March - San Carlos Lake, Saguaro, Canyon, Apache, and Roosevelt Lake make a good day trip. Lake Pleasant for Stripers.
Weather permitting Upper Lake Mary for Pike.
April - Something new on my calendar Frye Mesa Reservoir
near Safford for Gila Trout. Mt Graham has Grant Creek and
Ash Creek that I have never fished. That area has Rainbow,
Apache, Brown, Brook, and Gila Trout. The Rim and the White
Mountains should be open.
May - White Mountains should have your attention. Force yourself to fish a new lake or stream. Fish the reservation. Good time
of year to hike into Chevelon Lake and U- boat. Last two hours
before sundown at Boulder Creek Area on Canyon Lake.

June - Everyone is looking out of the heat of the Valley. Flagstaff
and the many small lakes are worth a look. Have you ever fished
White Horse, JD Dam or Perkins Tank? Several club members
have made a driving trip into Colorado in June in past years.
July - The Rim and the White Mountains are hard to beat this
time of year, and Flagstaff still has Pike fishing. Fish early or late
on the Lower Salt River and miss the tubers.
August - If you are tired of going to the White Mountains you
should give Mount Graham a second look.
September - The Rim, White Mountains, and Mt Graham are
still cool in the evening.
October - Silver Creek is open again. The San Juan could be
where you catch the biggest Trout you have ever caught. Fishing the Rim or White Mountains should be better than in the
summer.
November - Rocky Point. Good time of the year to hike and
explore small canyon streams. Tonto Creek, Christopher Creek,
Workman Creek, are worth finding.
December - Rocky Point, Lower Salt River, Silver Creek.
Yup,
...Talk at my master, Vince,
fer any questions at:
vince@ajbest.com or...
480-982-7461
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WINTER SOLSTICE SORTIE
It was December and the Superstitions Mountains were socked in with a blue, gray, wet
cloud, almost as heavy as my mood. I had planned another Rocky Point, Mexico fly fishing trip, but the weather was just as bad there as in Apache Junction. Living in a place with
300 days of sunshine I have a low tolerance for gray, rainy days. It’s a sorrowful thing to
listen to an old white guy sing the blues, B.B. King does it so much better. So, after several
suggestions from my wife Debi, to get the Christmas decorations down, I finally located
my favorites, the Christmas Cookie Jars. I got a, “Thanks Dear,“ for my efforts that didn’t
sound totally sincere. I slinked off to the den to write this fly fishing story.
One of my favorite winter fly fishing destinations is Silver Creek, just outside of Show
Low, Arizona. This fishery seems to improve every year. The creek has easy access from
the highway and is an easy flat walk up stream from the designated parking lot. The improvement this year was the available fish in the lower section before you trek about a mile
to the trophy section. The fishing is catch and release with barbless hooks, but the fish are
oversized compared to most Arizona fishing experiences. Silver Creek is stocked with
retired brood stock fish. Yes, you have a shot at catching the biggest trout you have ever
seen right here in a small stream.
While my fishing trips are more spontaneous, other fly fishers have to do some scheming
to get out of the house and go fishing. I called Dick Brooks and Jerry King about a week
before I planned to go fishing, to see if I could liberate them from Christmas shopping,
family, and other responsibilities. They were eager to join the merriment of a fly fishing
road trip. Silver Creek is about a 3 hour drive from Mesa on US 60 east from the Show
Low junction of US 260 for about 6 miles to the Bourdon Ranch Road. From here go north
about five miles until you come to Hatchery Way Road on the right. Take this gravel road
until you come to the parking lot, the stream is just on the other side of the parking lot. I
would suggest take everything you need for the day, and walk up stream through the three
gates, this is the honey hole, but you will find fish above and below this spot.
It was a balmy 18 degrees when we started, but we were plenty warm by the time we got
to the honey hole. A variety of techniques will work for catching fish. I rigged my 5 weight
with a floating line, and a worm and egg pattern underneath my strike indicator. I picked
up two 12 inch Rainbows right away. Jerry had a similar set up only with a red hot midge
instead of an egg pattern, and he hooked the first large fish of the day. The combination
of an old leader, a not so smooth drag, and ice in the eyelets made the fish’s escape a little
easier. I switched to a black wooly bugger and started catching 16 inch chunky fish. Dick
broke off a few fish on blue wing olives before he landed a nice 18 inch Rainbow. After re
rigging Jerry caught the monster fish of the day. The behemoth was a 27 inch Rainbow, and
it led Jerry through the pool to a landing spot where it could be photographed and released.
I wonder how many times that fish has been caught? For the rest of the day all of the other
fish looked small by comparison, it was almost like an honorable mention or a participant
ribbon. We kept fishing and catching fish until we almost ran out of daylight.
Local eats: We had stopped in Payson for breakfast at the Beeline Cafe, and that is always
a good stop. The place has been serving good food since the 60’s and they get the food on
the table quickly. I am not known as a coffee snob, but I always opt for the orange juice. If
I am going through town later in the day the El Rancho has been a good choice for Mexican food for along time. As soon as we got in the truck to return home the conversation
turned to where to eat. The Red Onion in Heber was our choice. Again, it is one of those
old dumpy looking places that fly fishers seem to be attracted. I should apologize for Jerry
King, Dick Brooks, and myself for our attempt at the land speed record for consuming
cheese burgers and fries. We were more than ready for the dinner bell after a full day of
fly fishing.
When: I like this fishery in October-February, but fishing is available year around in the
lower section.
Appropriate gear: Almost any of your regular trout gear will work here, 3 weight-5 weight
rods. Usually floating lines, but a sink tip may be good to have in your bag.
Useful fly patterns: Your most basic standard fly box will catch fish here. Elk Hair Caddis,
various Adams patterns, Blue Wing Olives, bead-head Hare’s Ear, Pheasant Tail Nymph,
Copper John, San Juan Worm, egg patterns, bead-head and non weighted Wooly Buggers
will catch fish.
Necessary accessories: You can do it with or without waders. I like to explore so I will
cross the stream a few times, you don’t need to do that. Catch and release net with measuring built in is another nice touch. Warm wind-stopping clothing, hat with ear protection,
gloves, plan to take warmer clothing than you can possibly need, you can thank me later.
Fly shops: Paradise Creek Anglers, Pinetop, AZ www.paradisecreekanglers.com • 800 231
3831. Sportsman’s Warehouse Mesa, AZ www.sportsmanswarehouse.com 480 558 1111.

by Vince Deadmond
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Correspondence to be passed on...
Bob, this is a member’s response to Casting for Recovery, I thought it might be something interesting for our
membership to read. I also, unknowing to Tom, got a letter of response to CFR from a participant. Just happened to be his pond pal. Both great testimonies to our wonderful program of which DFC has continued to be
a wonderful supporter. With two retreats a year, we really appreciate all you do, especially since we have to
raise about $25,000 for the two retreats. DFC is appreciated.
....................................................................................................................................................................................
From: Tom Horvath [mailto:mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 8:33 AM
To: Kitty
Subject: Tom's Experience
Kitty
I hope I can express I words the weekend of October 15.
About a week before October I fished with fellow Desert Fly Caster Member Bob Harrison and he asked if I
might be available to help out at Casting For Recovery October 15th. I checked the schedule and advised Bob
I could do it. Didn’t give it much thought until the Friday prior and Bob advised me I needed to go on line and
fill out some information. During that process I contacted Kitty Wiemelt, discussed the questions and chatted with her regarding my Mother having both breasts removed due to Cancer. This was discovered when I
was 11 and playing in my mother’s lap. About three weeks later my mother went into the hospital and had
the surgery. The date was around 1964. I wasn’t until two years later when my Mother sat me down and
really pushed to see what had been bothering me the last few years that I broke down and cried that I made
her go into the hospital and was sorry for hurting her. It was at that time that she told me I probably saved
her life as I had bumped that breast in the right spot to send her to the doctor. I shared that story with Kitty
and was getting a little excited about helping out with a condition that my mother had suffered.
Bob and I left town Saturday morning about 5:00am heading for Becker Lake as we had heard great fishing
repots the week before. As we were heading up the rim I received a call from my Sister. My brother-in-law
had just gone through a series of Chemotherapy for Mantle Cell Lymphoma and she was very happy to report he had a great news from the doctor and it looked like they were going to able to remove the tube and
all was going well. Then she dropped the bomb on me. She then informed me that she had been diagnosed
with breast cancer. I was in shock, didn’t know what to say and was just dumbfounded. As we spoke, it was
apparent to me she was on a mission. She asked questions about the issues Mother had and the Cancer that
I had spoke to Kitty about just the day before. She was already researching the family history for my two
girls and her two girls. We chatted about what I was planning to do the next day which brought tears to my
sister and we agreed to talk Sunday night.
Bob and I fished hard at Becker with Bob catching one and I was flat out skunked. On the way to Pinetop
I started to question my ability to have my Pond Pal catch a fish. We had dinner and proceed on to the
Hewitt’s who graciously put us up for the night in the Man Cave.
Bob and I checked out early morning, stopped for breakfast and headed to what for me was really buildingup butterflies and mixed emotions. When we gathered as a group and received instructions, it was apparent
to me we were all there or the 14 ladies that were in the program and had come to grips that I would just do
the best I could.
A few minutes later I was introduced to Claudia, my pond pal, and got her started rigging her fly rod. At
that time a few coordinators, that had heard of my sister’s condition, came by and gave me kind words and
encouragement regarding my sister.
We proceeded to the pond and got started. Claudia was very friendly and very determined. I still had my
prior day in the back of my mind but it soon vanished when I shouted fish on and Claudia landed her first
rainbow on a fly rod. She was excited to be a able to take this new skill home and to share it with her husband. We move out of that spot and headed to another pond and it was when we were getting set-up Claudia
asked if she could talk with me about what she had overheard the coordinators speaking to me about. She
asked about my sister’s condition and just poured out love and concern to me regarding her condition and
experiences she had had and how I might be able to help my sister. I did all I could to keep back the tears.
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The discussions showed a bit as Claudia landed a nice Bass. We did have a bit of humor going as on the next
cast Claudia lost the fly. She being very kind asked if the fly was very expensive and my response was not
too bad, just $150.00. Claudia’s jaw dropped and I was smiling and laughingly informed her they cost about
a quarter to make and she could lose all she wanted. About 15 minutes later we headed to the destination
for lunch.
I got to meet other Ladies in the program as we dined and was very proud when Claudia said she had the
best guide of the day. I had a real sense that this was a positive day for the two of us and on I know I would
never forget.
About an hour later Bob and I headed back to Phoenix and the basic grinds of owning a construction company came back into focus.
My Sister has been through a lot and I was just informed yesterday she will have surgery in about two week
to remove her pancreas and spleen that they do not, at this time, feel is cancerous. I have been able to use a
few of the skills Claudia discussed with me and I was very blessed to have met her that day.
Tom Horvath
..........................................................................................................................................................................................
...
Tom Horvath
Redden Construction, Inc.
4131 East Wood Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85040
602.271.0595 Fax 602.340.9403
ROC068045 B-01
Participant Pond Pal (of Tom Horvath), Claudia Bretzing
I wasn't one of the original fourteen chosen for the October CFR retreat, but as an alternate, was called to
attend about ten days before the starting date. I couldn't help but think what an amazing blessing it was to
be included in this retreat and felt there was a special reason for me to go. Instead of thinking what I would
be getting from this experience, I reflected on what I could give to others that attended this retreat, based
on all I've learned from having breast cancer, and all that people have given to me. It was the least I could
do to show gratitude for the chance to go.
When I arrived, I was greeted by a genuinely friendly and caring staff whose only goal was to make each
participant feel comfortable and loved. As we grew to know each other through opportunities to share and
participate in learning a new sport, our feelings for each staff member and participant deepened to a sisterhood that none will forget. You may wonder how women who had never met before could feel this bond in
only two and a half days. Was it the beautiful outdoor surroundings, the scrumptious food prepared and
served with love, the unforgettable conversations both one on one and as a whole group, the joy in catching
a fish or seeing your friend catch one, the compassionate tears shed over one sister's difficult experience,
or the laughter over catching a tree while learning to cast? It was all of these things and more. It is hard to
put into words the feelings that developed for each new sister during this experience.
So, what about my resolve to give of myself during this retreat? Once again, I was the recipient of so many
new lessons and the selfless service of others. However, I did have one small opportunity to give back a portion of my limited knowledge. I was pared with a fantastic pond buddy who volunteered his time and talents
to help me learn to fly fish. I found out through our conversation that his sister had been diagnosed with
breast cancer just the day before. My opportunity to listen and share ideas of how he could best support and
help her was, for me, the best part of the whole retreat.
Words cannot sufficiently express my gratitude for the founders of this organization along with those on the
Arizona staff that fulfill the CFR mission so beautifully. Thank you for the remarkable difference you make
in the lives of so many women living with and recovering from breast cancer.
Claudia

EDITORS COMMENTS....I recieved this correspondence in late November and wanted to pass this on to all of
our DFC Trout Bums...however this January issue was the first I had the room to drop it in place. It's alway nice
to see something like this. Many thanks...Nice way to start the new year off.
Robert McKeon, DFC Newsletter Editor

2011 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2012

Mike Yavello- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Dave Hwang
(Back-up: Larry Kivela)- Secretary

January 21, 2012

DFC CASTING GAMES
10:00 am - 2:00 pm • Red Mountain Park
Hosts: Charlie Rosser
chasr123@cox.net or 480-586-7163

Outings- Darin Taverna

*

Programs- OPEN
Library
Gentry Smith

Hosts: David Hwang, Tom Horvath, Mark Lucht
and Gentry Smith
....More info in future DFC Newsletters

Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)
Education
John Mayer & Charlie Rosser
Conservation- Bob Harrison
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Videos & Books- Gentry Smith
Raffles- Don Morgan
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

January 26 – 29, 2012

San Diego Club Outing

February 16 – February 19, 2012
Parker Canyon Club Outing

Wednesday, March 14, 2012
DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
contact Charlie Rosser at:
chasr123@cox.net or 480-586-7163

Host: Dick Brooks • (480) 203-9634
mybrooks@cox.net

*

San Diego Trip as it is sold out.

1. 38 signed-up
2. 14 rooms booked at Vagabond Inn Point Loma 35% of the total rooms of the Hotel.
3. 18 signed-up for surf school by SoCal.
4. 8 signed-up for fly tying with San Diego Fly Fishers
5. 3 California fly fishing clubs are participating with our group.
Pretty good venue.

Member at Large
Doc Nickel & Joe Miller
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

club Meeting
See ya at the 1, 2012
January 1

MAIL TO: ☛
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

