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Welcome to July! I'm glad to see we all made it through June and into the new month. Speaking of June,
I think it's safe to say it's one of the most challenging months we've had. Between the Wallow Fire, the
Willow Fire and the cancellation of the June outing due to the fires and the support activities surrounding them, it's been a rough month.
That all being said, I'd like to think we're past the worst of it. While some of our favorite fishing spots
are currently closed and some others will never be the same, I think we'll soon be fishing again. I managed to get in one REALLY good day on a small stream with Joe Staller, the Dave Weaver 2 wt I won at
last year's Christmas Banquet and several energetic brown trout before things got closed up tight. The
memory of that day will hold me over until the next time I get to fish that particular stream.
In the meantime, I'd suggest trying some new places to fish. I've heard some good things about the
lakes near Prescott and if you're in need of a quick trout fix the Urban Lakes in Payson might be worth
taking a look at. I know Woods Canyon and Willow Springs are still open but will surely be crowded.
I've also heard Becker and Hawley Lake survived the Willow Fire and, as far as I know, are still open. If
you are looking for an adventure, they might be worth checking out.
Joe Staller has been working hard to get us excellent presenters for the rest of the year and this month
is no exception. Tim Oliver will be here to talk about Lake Erie Tributary Steelhead and, as a transplanted Midwesterner myself, I'm really looking forward to this. I don't know a great deal about fishing
for steelhead and I'm eagerly anticipating learning a little (or a lot) more.
We have a good outing for July. Vince Deadmond has graciously volunteered to host a Salt River Float
and Fish. While I've floated it on an inner tube, I've never had the chance to float it on a pontoon boat
or in a float tube and I'm looking forward to the opportunity.
In the interim, have a good month and try to stay cool.
Tight lines,
Mike

DFC JULY 2011 PROGRAM...
Tim Oliver presents “Steelhead in Lake Erie Tributaries”

Tim Oliver is an Ohio native who cut his teeth fishing for bass and walleye
with conventional gear. In 1985 he moved west to go to grad school at ASU
and has never looked back. In 1990 he purchased his first fly rod, a Sage RPL
6 wt. and was hooked. Being the crafty type, he also started tying his own
flies and building fly rods. Tim has traveled all this country fishing for trout
and steelhead. If you come across Tim out there on a stream or lake, don’t
forget to say hi and ask what is working.

Vince and his Dog Days of Summer - July 31, 2011 DFC Outing...

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Hi Everyone....It sort of came together quickly, at the last minute, but I plan to host the July outing on Sunday
July 31. I would like to get an early start to avoid some heat. My plan is to arrive at Phon D Sutton at 6:30
AM and launch by 7:00 AM. We have several members who have made this trip, if they are available we should
have plenty of help for first timers on moving water. Our options have been limited, but this could be a fun, close
to home trip, and we may get a good response from the membership. I'll have a sign up sheet for the July meeting.
I am suggesting the following gear: Pontoon or U-boat, flippers, oars, 2 fly
rods, one rigged with sink tip, the other with a floating line. Fly selection:
Clousers, Buggars, Nymphs, Deceivers. Target fish Large Mouth Bass, hold
over Trout, possible hook up with Carp, Blue Gill, Crappie, Catfish, and
Sucker. Usual hat, sun glasses, sun block, plenty of water and snacks.
I would appreciate your input, and if you can go on this trip even better.
Vince
Reach me at for further details:
vince@ajbest.com or call 480 982 7461.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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Dry weather has closed a lot of the public land we are used to retreating to escape the valley heat. The
closures are changing (increasing for most part) regularly. The list later in the article is not likely to be
current by the time the newsletter goes out. A few links to check for information include:
http://www.inciweb.org/ provides status of wild land fires across US. It also has a tab listing closures.
http://www.azflyandtie.com. There are a lot of eyes in the state that communicate here. Check the forums
for Wallow Fire and similar topics to find posts. http://www.azgfd.gov/ Arizona Game and Fish.
The latest access information I could find was that:
“Popular fishing waters in the White Mountains, including Big Lake, Carnero Lake, Crescent Lake, the Greer Lakes, Hulsey Lake, Lee Valley Reservoir, Luna Lake, Nelson Reservoir, the Black River, the East and West Forks of the Black River, Sheep’s Crossing, and the Little Colorado River
at Greer, will be closed until the Wallow Fire is secured, and the Forest Service clears standing burned trees adjacent to roadways and determines
there are minimal public safety concerns. After the fire is contained, the department expects access to Carnero Lake, the Greer Lakes, Luna Lake,
and Nelson Reservoir will soon be opened. However, expect these closures to be in effect for the remaining waters for the majority of the summer
and into this fall….
In the Coronado National Forest (currently closed) in southern Arizona, the following lakes are closed to anglers and boaters:
Arivaca Lake off Ruby Road in the Nogales Ranger District,
Frye Mesa Reservoir and Riggs Flat Lake in the Pinaleno Mountains west of Safford,
Parker Canyon Lake southeast of Sonoita,
Pena Blanca Lake in the Pajarito Mountains west of Nogales,
Rose Canyon Lake in the Santa Catalina Mountains.” http://www.azgfd.gov/
As of June 29th, ‘Black Mesa’ district was closed to public access. This covers most of the Rim Lakes. Woods Canyon and Willow Springs were
still open but expect significant crowds.
As of June 28th the Burned Area Emergency Response (Baer) teams were working in drainages above Nutrioso to remove material that would clog
culvert. They are also cutting down trees that pose a hazard along roadways or creating log jams in the canyons that would pose threat when rains
begin. After Work around Nutrioso theyt will move on to Colter creek and other drainages around Greer and Eagar. Other teams are working the
assessments on stabilization. Contract preparations and funding requests are in process to obtain grass, seed, straw and aircraft for applying the
material across large areas.
Some of the reports indicate the teams are repairing fences within the burned area but work is limited to the crews associated with the incident
response teams. As much as we would like to help, it wil take patience to let the Forest Service execute their policies and procedures. DFC and
several other similar groups are watching for opportunities to help.
You have to get there first to be able to fish. Driving has its own set of hazards. If you are traveling in the area it is recommended that speed on
highways be kept below 50mph from Dusk to dawn. Elk are on or near most of the roadways and creating safety hazards.
Last but not least:
Canyon Creek (Mule Creek) Elk exclosure repairs have been delayed. Forest Service and Game and Fish have delayed indefinitely from the proposed dates in late July. The resources are tied up with assessments in the burned areas in the state.
There are mixed messages on access to fishing on Canyon Creek. Some say it is accessible but no camping allowed in the area. Other reports are
that access below the Rim in mostly closed.
Bob Harrison

YES....T here's good fishing in Arizona...Plenty of places!

DFC Trout Bum, Cinda Howard gives us an insight on some great spots here in Arizona to fish,
regardless of the disaters we've faced with the
fires....Any questions Cinda is only a phone call
away...So go out and fish!

With all the fires and forest closures it’s been a pretty tough year of fishing but probably not
as tough as most people think. There are still plenty of places that are open and fishing well.
I just returned from a trip to the White Mountain Apache Reservation where I guided on
Christmas Tree, Earl Park and the N. Fork of the White River just below the Alchesay Fish
Hatchery. Christmas Tree and the White River fished very well but Earl Park was a little tough
(though my clients still caught fish). Sunrise and Becker are currently the most productive
trout spots in the state with big fish coming out of both places. With the closures in the White
Mountains, Fool Hollow, Scott Reservoir, Show Low Lake and Silver Creek all received extra
trout stockings and Hawley is about to get a good dose of fish from a hatchery in Colorado.
Also open are Canyon Creek which has a huge caddis hatch occurring in the mornings,
Haigler Creek, and Tonto south of HWY 260 (everything on the Tonto forest Service north
of 260 is closed).
Willow Springs Lake, Woods Canyon Lake, Upper Canyon Creek, and Oak Creeks are all
being stocked weekly and offer some good fishing opportunities.
You do need to be careful out there and remember that open fires, charcoal grills, and
smoking outside are all prohibited. It is important that we continue to support our Game
and Fish Department, Forest Services, and local fly fishing shops. If you have any questions
about where to fish, how to get there, what flies to use, or even where to park don’t hesitate to
call me. I can be reached most days in the Orvis store at (480) 905-1400 or on my cell at (480)
217-5089. –Cinda Howard
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HITTING THE HATCH...
If you have been
fly fishing for
long, you have
probably heard
about or even
experienced
some of the
fabled western hatches. July Green Drakes on
the Roaring Fork River, the Mothers Day caddis
hatch on the Arkansas, the Salmon fly hatch on
the Deschutes and many other rivers. There are
even some less well known “hatches” in Arizona
waters—the cicadas on the rim and at Lee’s Ferry, and I’ve even heard that when the local mulberry trees are blooming there is a terrific top
water bite—the carp really love those berries.
If you have been fishing for long, you probably
have also heard “you should have been here yesterday/last week/last month.” For some reason
those fabled hatches don’t always happen right
on time, or the water flows are too high or too
low, or the water is too cold or too warm or too
murky or too clear. If you do happen to hit the
emergence just right, you sometimes find that
the fish can’t find your fly among all of the naturals, or that they have become so picky they will
only eat bugs that have their left wing sticking
up in the air, or that they have become so suspicious that they are not even looking at your perfect imitations and are sometimes even refusing
the real bugs!
Still, most fishermen are optimists by nature
and many of us chase these hatches around Arizona and nearby waters. Recently, I was invited
by some friends in Colorado to try and hit the
salmon fly hatch (Pteronarcys californica) on
the Gunnison River in SW Colorado. What
makes this hatch so exciting is that the bugs are

Joesph Staller

huge—2-3 inches long, and the adults are poor
flyers that often bumble into the water. The fish
know this and wait near the banks for an unfortunate salmon fly to drift by. Imitations are tied
on size 4-6 hooks and are easy to see on the water—perfect for those of us with less than 20/20
eyesight and short attention spans.
￼ This hatch normally occurs in early June
when we all had other commitments, but due
to the late snows and high snowpack on the watershed we were hoping that the hatch would be
delayed a few weeks and we planned our trip for
the last weekend in June. Two weeks before the
trip I got an email from my Colorado friends
alerting me that the Gunnison flows were 3000
CFS and the river was unfishable. I began to
check the flows every day, and was relieved as
they began inching down. The day I was to leave
we got a couple of verbal reports from the local
fly shops that the “bite was on!” Yee-Haw!
There are several outfitters that offer two and
three day raft trips down the Gunnison, but they
are relatively expensive. I have been described
as “cheap” (I prefer thrifty)
so a guided raft trip was not
in the cards. Fortunately,
there are several trails into
the Gunnison Canyon, and
our plan was to back pack
in for two nights on a “do it
yourself ” trip. We selected
a trail midway between the
rafters put-in and take-out
spots that provided access to
about 1.5 miles of river.
We arrived on the Gunnison after 2 hours of hiking
to find salmon flies covering
every stream side bush, and

were even able to observe the nymphs crawling
out on the bank and onto the bushes; and eventually splitting out of their skins and emerging as
winged adults. We had hit the hatch!
So, how was the fishing? Unfortunately, the
high, murky flows made all but about the first
two feet from the bank unfishable, and the 8 or
10 other guys that had also packed in had already
educated some of the fish about the dangers of
large dry flies. Our solution was to concentrate
our fishing on the last couple of hours of daylight
and to fish a large salmon fly imitation in tandem
with size 16 elk hair caddis. We had some strikes
and landed some average fish on our big salmon fly imitations, but our larger fish (all brown
trout) decided that the elk hair caddis was too
enticing to pass up.
Will I go back? By next year the memories of
the long, hot walk in will have faded, but I will
still vividly remember the explosive strike, the
frantic jumps, and cradling a beautiful wild fish
for the photo. Yep, I’ll probably go back!
￼

San Juan River Outing • October 20, 21,22, 23, 2011

CALLIN'
ALL
DFC
TROUT
BUMS...

It is that time of year when Desert Fly Casters start to plan our San Juan Outing for the year. With the
San Juan River located only 7 hours from Phoenix this is always a well attended and fun outing, not to
mention that everyone catches fish. The San Juan has an estimated 15,000 fish per mile and is one of
the premier fisheries of the west. The trout thrive in the constant water flow that is a cool 42 degrees
as it comes from the bottom of Navajo Dam. If you are a well established fly fishing person or new to it
this trip provides you a chance to enjoy a fly fishing trip of a lifetime. The guides used by Fisheads can
help you hone your skills or if you are new to fly fishing they will work with you and teach you the art of
catching fish on the San Juan River.
Again this year we will be staying at Fisheads of the San Juan River Lodge. The cost will be $525 per
person double occupancy. This includes 3 nights lodging and 2 days guided fishing with lunch. You will
be on your own for food for Thursday and Friday evening. There are several places in the area to eat Fisheads has a great restaurant called The Backcast Café and there is also Abe’s and Sportsman’s within
walking distance of the lodge. I am working on a banquet for Saturday night. The choices will be prime
rib, chicken or vegetarian. I will have details next month.
A deposit of $250 reserves you a spot with the balance of $275 due by the Sept meeting. This trip usually
books up fast so make sure you get your deposit in early.

Your host for this year’s trip will be Charlie Rosser.
Any questions see him at the meeting or give him a call at 480-586-7163.
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Of all the many species of fish, each has its own appeal, but none has the universal charisma
of the trout....of all the fish, the trout demands the most of the angler...and gives the most
in return.
JOE BROOKS (1972)
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VACATION ANTICIPATION
by Vince Deadmond

When I sat on my hot truck seat, I could swear I heard a sizzling fajita sound, and could smell something burnt. This time of year, I look
forward to escaping the heat of the Valley of the Sun, and fishing cool
Northern Wisconsin. While the locals don't find the summer fishing
very exciting, it's some of the best fishing action I see all year. While
fishing for Rainbows, Brookies, and Browns in the morning, I know
that I will be fishing for Large Mouth, Small Mouth, Crappie, Blue
Gill, or Pike in the evening. A nice variety of rivers and lakes await
my arrival and are close to the family cabin in Iron River, Wisconsin.
I have been tying a few flies for the trip, and checking some blogs
and fishing reports from the local fly shops. The season seems to be a
bit later this year, maybe I'll finally hit that Hex hatch. Usually I just
miss it and then the Trico hatch comes, and that's OK because I have
Tricos already tied. Since I am so preoccupied with my vacation plans
I thought I would coast, and tell you some camp fire (electric lantern)
stories.
Cinda Howard can tell this bear story better than I, since it happened to her a few years ago at Point of Pines. She was fishing with
some friends and had a small cooler between her and another fisher
along the shore line. A black bear sauntered down the hill, picked up
the cooler, and went a short ways back up the hill, in the shade of the
tall pine trees. The bear opened the cooler and removed a can of Coke.
The bear used his easy open bear claw to puncture the thin metal can,
and pour the contents into his open mouth. He did this with all six
cans of Coke. Ah! Refreshing!
When you are in bear country you become bear sensitive. I was
hiking back to camp one late afternoon from a day of small stream fly
fishing in a canyon. As I looked up ahead I saw a black bear between

me and my camp. The canyon was tight and I would need to climb
a steep cliff to avoid the bear. I kept hiking toward where I had last
seen the bear. I was using my loud voice when I said, “I don't need
any trouble momma bear!” I was making as much noise as I could,
so I would not startle the bear. The poor lighting, and my over active
imagination had turned a lighting charred stump into a bear like figurine, what a relief.
Some fly fishing buddies were up early one morning, on their way
to fish, when they came to a vehicle along the side of a gravel road
that was wrecked. The front grill was smashed, the hood was dented,
and the windshield was missing. Then they noticed the large dead elk
along side the damaged Suburban. They stopped to assess the damage,
and wonder what had happened, when the owner of the truck raised
up from the back of the truck. The guy looked awful. His face was
bruised, swollen, and cut up. He said he was fine, he had spent most of
the evening at the hospital, getting stitched up, and he was waiting on
the tow truck. The guy then told his story of how he had rounded the
curve, the elk was crossing the road, and he was going too fast to avoid
the animal. When he hit the elk it landed on the hood, and then broke
through the windshield butt first. While the glass from the windshield
was still flying and cutting up the driver, the elk lost control of it's
bowels and let loose with a large dose of elk scat. All I can say is you
don't need an elk as a passenger in your truck! These stories are all
true, I hope you have some fishing adventure stories to tell me at the
next DFC meeting. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy
can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction,
AZ or at call 480 982 7461

ORVIS OFFERS FREE FLY FISHING 101 & 201
EDUCATION CLASSES ON WEEK-ENDS IN MAY - JULY
If you're looking for a great way to get the family together outside, Orvis FF101 class is the perfect event to get started. All ages are welcome to attend the event, but those under 16 years of
age must be accompanied by an adult.
Bring the whole family and learn what this great sport is all about.
Fly Fishing 101 - Will consist of basic casting instruction, knot tying, rigging, and gear selection.
Fly Fishing 201 - If you’ve already completed Fly Fishing 101, you’re ready for the next step.
Join us for a short outing on local water for a chance to catch your first fish! A fishing license
with a trout stamp is required. Contact your local store for more information on the outing.
Upon Completion of the Courses you will receive special in-store offers valid toward purchases of
Orvis products and a Free Trout Unlimited membership valued at $35. Federation of Fly Fishers is
offering a free 1-year electronic membership valued at $35.00.
Orvis FF 101 & FF 201 instructors will be assisted by Federation of Fly Fishers certified fly casting
instructors. All instructors are trained, tested and certified to be effective teachers of fly fishing.
Space is limited in these classes. To book your spot call Orvis in Scottsdale at (480) 905-1400,
drop by the store or sign up at the June DFC meeting.
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Becker Lake Club Outing • August 4th – 6th
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Hosts: Gentry Smith
480.213.0372
design@gentrysmith.com
Mark Lucht
mlucht@gmail.com

Cost: $150 3-nights (Thurs – Sat) / $100 2-nights (Fri & Sat) - per person*
*Rates are based on double occupancy - two people per room
If you would like to room with someone specific, please let me know when you pay.
Please make checks payable to DFC.
Location: Rode Inn
242 East Main Street,
Springerville, AZ 85938
(928) 333-4365
http://www.rodeinnmotels.com/springerville
Price Includes:
· Free Continental Breakfast everyday starting @ 4:30 am (sausage biscuits & gravy, pancakes, waffles,
danish, fruit, cereal, etc.)
· Saturday Night Dinner – Provided by the club in the Banquet Room for guests staying at the hotel
· Free Wi-Fi
· n-Room Refrigerators
· Cable TV
The club has reserved 8-rooms at the Rode Inn, located 2.5-miles from Becker Lake. These rooms will be available
on a first come, first serve basis until they are gone. Due to the short timeframe, please bring your money to the
July meeting or contact me, Gentry Smith (design@gentrysmith.com), to make other arrangements. In order to
guarantee your spot, payments must be received in advance. NOTE: The club will not be able to hold rooms after
the July 22nd.
Becker Lake is located about 45 min past Show Low on US 60. Becker is currently managed as a Trophy Trout Lake
- Catch-and-Release, Single Barbless Hook Only. What does this mean? A good opportunity to land an 18”+ trout,
with trout over 20” landed daily. Becker has rainbow, brown and the super-fast growing triploid trout. There are
also suckers and sunfish. The lake is rich with nymphs and midges. Typical Arizona lake patters will all produce well
here at times and be sure to have a few large black winged ants in your fly box… just in case.
This should be a fun trip – We look forward to seeing you there!

MORE INFO AT JULY CLUB MEETING

Update on White Mountain Lakes Foundation

If you attended our June DFC meeting, you heard the presentation from John Rohmer and Glen
Knight about the plans that the White Mountain Lakes Foundation (WMLF) has for the next
year. Basically, they, with help from DFC and other interested organizations and individuals,
would like to focus on getting four portable aerators that can be used on whatever body of water
is at risk for winter kill.
With the Wallow fire still burning, WMLF is in contact with Fish and Game to see if there is
anything that can be done to help, but as you can imagine these future needs are still not well
understood.
To support their efforts, our organization provided a match of $1000 to those members who generously contributed. Thanks to everyone who contributed!
Additionally, John Rohmer contributed a 7 weight Winston Rod that we are in the process of
auctioning off, with all of the proceeds going to WMLF. We sold 27 tickets at the meeting—we
will have the drawing when 100 tickets have been sold.

Additional info and/or questions at:
Joseph Staller- RLWL60@freescale.com
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ODDS & ENDS....From FFF Archives
Soft Hackles
Submitted by John Berry – FFF Life member
My love affair with soft hackles began in the
summer of 1989. I had been fishing in Yellowstone and had stopped for a late dinner at a pizzeria in West Yellowstone, Montana. I struck
up a conversation with a gentleman at the next
table over. It was Sylvester Nemes, author of
several books on tying and fishing soft hackle
flies. We talked about his flies and the next day
I went to the Federation of Fly Fishers National
Conclave to watch him tie. I ended up buying
his books and several flies. I started fishing
them immediately and found that they were
incredibly easy to fish and effective at catching
trout. They were not difficult to cast like heavily weighted woolly buggers, you do not have
to constantly watch them like you do nymphs,
and they are not as fussy to keep afloat as the
dry flies. The fish seem to set the hook for you.
To fish them, I prefer a medium fast rod with a
sensitive tip and a weight forward floating line.
My personal favorite is a Sage Light Line nine
foot four weight and a Cortland 444SL line. Lori
favors a Winston Joan Wulff Favorite with the
same line. I use a seven and one half foot 4X
tapered leader. To that I tie a five foot 5X tippet
(if I am fishing catch and release water, I will
use 6X tippet) with a surgeons knot. I tie on my
soft hackle with an improved clinch knot. I trim
the tags very close, pinch down the barb, and
test the knots.
The soft hackle is most effective when used
as a searching pattern. Use it to cover large sections of water when you do not know exactly
where the trout are. I look for broken water,
particularly below rapids. I face down stream
and cast down stream to the right at a forty five
degree angle to the bank. As soon as the fly hits
the water, I strip it back a foot or so to sink the
fly into the film. I keep my rod tip low to the
water and track it as it swings in the current.
When it is directly below me, I may nudge it
a bit (move it upstream maybe a half an inch).
That can sometimes generate a vicious strike. I
then cast to the left and go through the same
process. I do this three times and I take one
step. If I get a good bump or catch a fish, I begin the process anew. With this technique, I can
cover large areas in a systematic manner.
Generally you feel the strike and you know
when to set the hook. Sometimes however the
strike can be very subtle. What I do to help detect these strikes is to watch the end of the line.
If I see it stop or straighten out, I set the hook,
feeling the fish only when I lift the rod.
My favorite soft hackles are Partridge and
Orange, Partridge and Green, Partridge and
Yellow, Green Butt, Hares Ear Soft Hackle, and
Red Ass. The Partridge and Orange, Partridge
and Yellow and Partridge and Green are ancient
Scottish border patterns that have been tied and
fished for almost 200 years. Any fly that lasts

that long must be effective. The Partridge and
Orange is my most productive soft hackle. I do
not know what it is about it. Maybe it is just easy
for the trout to see. The Partridge and Green is
a killer caddis emerger imitation. The Partridge
and Yellow is a good sulphur emerger imitation
and it could also imitate drowned sulphurs. The
Green Butt is my pattern. I developed it to imitate
the Rhycophylia caddis hatch we get in March
and April. The Hares Ear soft hackle just looks
buggy. It can imitate a wide range of insects. Finally the Red Ass is the go to pattern for the Little
Red River and it works elsewhere. I carry every
one of these patterns at all times.
The soft hackle is also an easy type of flies to
tie. I can crank out a dozen in no time. As a guide
this is important. I need a fly that is easy to fish,
easy to tie and can catch trout. The soft hackle
fits the bill. If you do not already fish them on a
regular basis, give soft hackles a try.

Fishing the Grand Canyon
By Cheryl Findlay – Free State Fly Fishers
(Maryland) Newsletter
If your looking for a place to fish this spring
you might want to consider a trip to the Grand
Canyon of Pennsylvania. The Grand Canyon of
Pennsylvania is formed by the Pine Creek Gorge
which reaches 50 miles long and up to 1000'
deep. The nearest town is Wellsboro, P A, which
is about a 5 hour drive from the Annapolis area.
Bruce and I visited the Pine Creek Gorge in early
June, 2006 and spent several days fishing, hiking, and biking the area. It is a beautiful area and
offers many opportunities for fishing as well as
activities for non-fishing members of the family.
We started the trip with a visit to Wolfe's General' Store and Slate Run Tackle shop which is
located in Slate Run, PA along the banks of Pine
Creek. We had hoped to hire a guide to get us
started but the establishment of new regulations
for Pennsylvania fishing guides resulted in a
shortage of guides and none available during our
trip. However, the staff at the Slate Run Tackle
Shop were very helpful and armed with their advice, maps and flies we headed-off on our own.
Pine Creek is a large creek and has excellent
trout (stocked in April and May) and smallmouth
fishing, but access is somewhat limited. Both
Leonard Harrison State Park and Colton Point
State Park have access to Pine Creek (camping
and hiking trails are also available) You can reach
the more remote areas by raft or canoe which are
available from local outfitters, such as Pine Creek
Outfitters in Wellsboro. Or, you can rent a bike at
Pine Creek Outfitters and bike the Rail-to- Trail
along Pine Creek stopping to fish at promising
locations.
We spent most of our time fishing for wild trout
on Slate Run and Cedar Run, two smaller streams
with limited access and had some success. We
also spent a day biking a 20-mile section of the
Rail- Trail and stopping to fish along the way. The

bikes were equipped with baskets to carry our
gear and the trail was a gentle downward grade
making the cycling quite easy.
The nearby town of Wellsboro is quite charming and has several reasonably priced hotels,
motels and restaurants. In addition, there are
many privately owned cabins available for rent
in the area. For those who don't fish, there is
golfing, antiquing, biking, and hiking.

What I Know About Fishing
Fishing... what do I know about fishing?
Someone once said that catchingfish is the
least important thing about fishing. I know
this to be true.Fishing is really about knowing
that your best friend, or perhaps your mateis
just a few yards upstream, enjoying the river
with you. It's aboutstopping at a gas station
on your way to the river to pick up candy bars
for an afternoon snack. It's about early mornings and mist, and lateevenings and clouds of
mayflies. It's about water so cold you have to
getout of the stream to warm your feet in the
sun.
Fishing is about poetry, the poetry of the
cast. The line may have beenmade in a factory, the cast made by a flyfisher, but the poetry
is eternal.The arc of the line goes to the river
like a lover to his mate. The twoare made one
and there is perfection in the union. I once
saw a woman playa new cello for the first time.
There was palpable sensuousness as sheheld
the instrument to her and together they created music that nourished my soul. She and the
cello were lovers. It is this way with the cast.
Perhaps though, the lover isn't the line but the
angler, reaching home to the river.
If you really try, you can feel eternity there in
the river. As you stand there, the water flows
around you. Soon, if you wait, it flows through
you and becomes your lifeblood for that time.
And then time is no more. Day passes into
evening and on into night. There is only the
river and the darkness and you. Water no
longer dries from your wet hand. It's cold, icy
cold and pure. But there is also unbelievable
warmth to be had in the gloaming. People
have called it the velvet darkness. It feels like
that. You feel it more than you see it: soft,
warm, secure. There are mayflies everywhere,
in the air, on the water. They become the light.
Somewhere a fish rises. You are home... in the
river... in the darkness... in the light... in the
cold... in the warmth.
That's what I know about fishing...
(by Ed Estlow of the Minnesota Fly Fishers for the
FFF ClubWire Email
Newswire)
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OUTINGS- 2011

Mike Yavello- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Dave Hwang
(Back-up: Larry Kivela)- Secretary

July 31, 2011 - Sunday

Outings- Darin Taverna
Programs- OPEN
Library
Gentry Smith
Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)
Education
John Mayer & Charlie Rosser

PHON D SUTTON

Vince Deadmond host:

vince@ajbest.com or call 480 982 7461
Vinces's Dog Days of Summer- An early morning fish with lunch & fun

August 4, 5, 6, 2011 (Thursday thru Friday)

BECKER LAKE CLUB OUTING
Hosts:

Gentry Smith - design@gentrysmith.com
Mark Lucht - mlucht@gmail.com
NEW!! Check July newsletter for details!

Conservation- Bob Harrison
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Videos & Books- Gentry Smith
Raffles- Don Morgan
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large
Doc Nickel & Joe Miller
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

club Meeting
See ya at the 2011
July 13,
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