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Greetings! Welcome to the February Edition of the DFC Newsletter. While I haven't done nearly as much fishing as I
should be, I have been surfing the internet and keeping an eye on a selection of fly fishing and outdoor blogs that I like
to read. As I have done so it reminds me that, living here in Arizona, we are truly blessed to have a year-round fishing
season. While our northern friends, relatives and fellow fly fishing bums are dealing with winter storms and snow up to
their collective eyeballs, we can walk out the door in our shirt sleeves with some flies and a fly rod in hand and within a
short amount of time be into fish.
Despite the fact that our favorite White Mountain lakes and streams may be frozen over and covered with snow, we do
have a multitude of Urban Lakes and Ponds throughout the Valley, along with the now recovering Tempe Town Lake. I'm
sure you all have your favorite, secret neighborhood lakes as well. The Salt River is just a short drive for most of us and
while it may not fish as well as we might like, at least it gets you out of town for a bit and into nature and away from the
cares of daily life.
For those interested in something a little farther afield, there are such gems as Parker Canyon Lake, Pena Blanca Lake
and Rose Canyon Lake in southern Arizona, and Alamo Lake and Lake Havasu in Western Arizona. Speaking of which,
I've been hearing rumors and seeing pictures of LARGE (16-20” large) rainbows being taken in the Colorado River right
in front of the casinos in Bullhead City. Tired of the grind? Need a little getaway? That might be the ticket. And don't
forget about the lakes in the Prescott and Payson areas!
One of my favorite places to go when I get a winter trout jones is Dead Horse Ranch State Park in Cottonwood. Clean
campgrounds, great scenery and two lagoons full of trout can easily make for a great weekend or quick weekday getaway.
And at an hour and a half or so straight up I-17, the drive couldn't be easier. Best of all it's our February Outing! It's a
great place to introduce someone new to the joys of fly fishing with a reasonable likelihood they'll catch some nice fish
and be hooked for life.
As good as Dead Horse can be, don't ignore the other opportunities and locations we have. We live in a big, beautiful
state with lots of room to roam and create your own adventures. Just make sure you come to a meeting and tell us all
about it!
Like I said earlier, I haven't done nearly as much fishing as I should. We take pride in being a fishing club and I certainly
need to lead by example. Just writing this has given me some good ideas for some quick trips to places I haven't been yet.
Have a good, safe month, I hope to see you out there and tight lines!
Mike

Special N

otice:

Lees Ferry Club Outing Canceled

Regretfully, the Lees Ferry Club Trip has been canceled this year. After the January Club Meeting it was
brought to our attention that the flows, from Glen Canyon Dam, were going to be significantly raised this
year in an effort to fill Lake Mead. Unfortunately, this seems to be the case as the flows are extremely
high right now. They are hitting 20,000+ CFS everyday and the word is these flows will continue indefinitely until the needs of Lake Mead are met. This is nearly double the normal flows for this time of year.
These flows mean limited wading opportunities and greater risk to personal safety of those floating or
doing the walk-in area. This is in addition to whatever negative effects it might poses to the fishing itself.
Therefore, the club has decided it is in everyone’s best interest that we cancel this trip now and move-on.
As a replacement, Tom Horvath and I will be hosting a Mogollon Rim Outing for Thursday May 19 –
Sunday May 22. For those that have already paid for the Lees Ferry Trip, we will refund your money at
the next club meeting. We apologize for Lees Ferry and hope you will join us at the Rim.
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Sincerely,
Tom and Gentry

DFC FEBRUARY 2011 PROGRAM...
Our DFC Trout Bum, Steve Berry, will be doing a presentation on Dead Horse and Point of Pines in
preparation for those two outings. Come early...talk fishing...ask questions...gather with all of us Trout
Bums. See ya there!

EDITOR'S RAMBLINGS....Check out the new monthly column, "Charlie's Corner," on pages 2 and
3. Our Trout Bum, buddy, Charlie Rosser, offers some neat thoughts on cleaning fly lines. Keep an
eye out for further bits of information each month from Charlie. R.McKeon, Editor
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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ALMOST FISHLESS IN PHOENIX

Salt River
Streamside
Instruction
Hosted by
Bob Harrison

Date March 12 from 8:30 a.m. to ~12:00
Location – Downstream side of Blue Point Bridge
on lower Salt River.
From East Mesa/ Apache Junction: Take Highway 60 to Power Road
and head north. You will see Granite Reef Diversion, Phon D Sutton,
Coons Bluff, Tubers HQ on the way to the bridge. Look for the DFC
banner. If you get to Water Users (upper turn around for tubers) or
entrance to Saguaro Lake you have gone too far.
If coming from the North, take Beeline Highway to the Saguaro
turn off and go south. If you come to the 4 way stop at Tuber parking
lot, you have gone too far.
You will need a Tonto Pass ($6) that must be picked up in town
before heading out. Bring your gear or contact Bob in advance to
arrange for a club rod to use. We will provide instruction on rigging
rod and line for fishing moving water, casting, types of drifts, and
mending line.
There is a chance you could catch some of the trout being stocked
by AZ Game and Fish or some of the bass that are there year around.
A table top grill available for anyone that wants to bring burgers,
dogs or Brauts and enjoy lunch riverside after instruction and a little
practice (also could be fishing if there is enough water to hold fish.
Look for the sign up list at the February meeting. Please sign up
to let us know how many experienced members to recruit for assistance.
Questions?
E-mail me at: Harrn7963@aol.com

CHARLIE'S
CORNER
DFC Trout Bum, Charlie Rosser, introduces his Monthly Educational column.

by Vince Deadmond
Usually, I would be telling you a story about my end of the year
Mexico escape and fly fishing in Puerto Penasco. Usually, right after
Christmas I would be headed south, and would not return until after
the New Year with all sorts of fishing adventures and/or misadventures. The year 2010 was not a usual kind of year, in addition to the
normal rush at the end of the year we had details, complications, and
things piled up at this holiday season.
Tracy Schmuker, my newest son-in-law, had talked to me about
marrying my daughter Stefani. That conversation took place during a
fly fishing trip to Silver Creek about two years ago during the winter.
It was a cold day, we caught fish, and I thought it was a good idea.
Later, engagement announcements were made, plans were made, and
after discussions with caterers, wedding halls, and family, a date was
finally set for December 30, 2010. We had plenty of time to prepare,
but that time of the year has fewer open dates for additional new family get togethers, old family get togethers, normal Christmas, New
Year celebrations, and wedding arrangements. Lets just say fly fishing
was not on the menu.
We only had five extra guests staying with us during that time, but
we had several meals where we had 12-15 people.My wife Debi pulled
it together and no one went hungry. Lots of folks from both sides of
the family had come from several different states near and far. I think
that just points out that family is still important. My four and a half
year old niece Isabelle, lives in Illinois and my wife and I only get to
see her once a year during summer vacation. Isabelle is a princess,
and has all of the Disney princess costumes available to prove it. Since
I was around the house, I had been tying flies for an upcoming trip to
Pyramid Lake this spring. The Lahontan Cutthroat Trout in that lake
like large colorful flashy wooly buggers. Isabelle liked them too. After
looking at them, and the bright colors, I showed Isabelle how to tie
a wooly bugger, and the next thing I knew, she was a wooly bugger
making machine. I am looking forward to showing her how to fish
those flies next summer.
Yes, there is a happy ending. The wedding went smoothly, the
guests went home, and I found my way to the Lower Salt River for
a fly fishing float trip. Most of the water in the Lower Salt is coming
from the Verde. So, from Phon D Sutton to Granite Reef you have
enough water to float a pontoon boat, kayak, or canoe, but up stream
the flow is too low. During the trip Large Mouth Bass, White Bass,
Trout, Carp, and Sucker were hooked, some were netted and all were
released. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be
reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ.
Vince can be reached at vince@ajbest.com and 480 982 7461.
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Fly Fishing Line Care and Maintenance
Taken from: http://www.best-fly-fishing-gear.com/fly-fishing-line.html

It is important to keep your fly fishing lines clean and in good condition. Keeping your fly lines clean
will make them last longer and cast better.
Floating fly lines have a special coating that helps it repel water. When the fly line gets dirty it ability
to repel water diminishes and the line will begin to sink. By keeping them clean this will insure that
they float as they were designed to do and this will extend the life of the line.
Never store your fly lines in hot places. In the summer months it is not a good practice to leave your
fly lines or any of your fly fishing gear in the hot trunk of a car or hot garage.
Keep things like suntan lotion, insect repellents and any other kinds of lotions from getting on your
fly line. These things will greatly reduce the life of your fly fishing lines.
When cleaning your fly lines take the time to inspect them closely for defects like cracks. If the line
is damaged now is the time to replace it.
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•

Charlie's Corner

Routinely Maintaining Fly Lines Can Add a Few Extra Years
of Useful Life.... 3 Steps to Fresh Lines by Steve Schweitzer
Taken from: http://globalflyfisher.com/fishbetter/flyline_m101/

CONSERVATION • 2011

It pays to clean your flyline after every 3-5
usages or when you've fished particularly
muddy, dirty, weedy or mossy water. I just
had to retire a flyline I purchased in 1997
and have used consistently for much of my
flyfishing over the years. I estimate the line
has seen over 150 outings. But I wouldn't
have had such good luck with the line had I
not taken care of it.
How To Tell if a Flyline Requires Cleaning...
It's not too difficult to tell if your line needs
cleaning, look for these clues:
You feel micro-grit on the line as you strip it
in. For floating line, the first 10 feet or few
meters of line doesn't float any longer... The
line retains coil memory...The line has small
cracks ....The line feels brittle
If the latter two observations above are
noticed, the bad news is that the line is on
its last legs of life. The good news is a cleaning and re-invigoration of the line may add
another season of use before you have to replace the line.
Cleaning a Fly Line Materials...
The materials are simple: Clean rag
Flyline dressing • Line winder (optional)

STEP 1 - Soaking
• Draw about a gallon or a few liters of
hot water in a sink... Add just a few drops
of mild dish soap. Don't overdo it! All you
need is enough to make a few bubbles and
help loosen debris. Too much soap will leave
a film on the flyline which may help it sink.
(not good for floating lines!)
• Strip out all the flyline IN LOOSE coils in
the sink, ensuring each coil lies on top of the
previous. This will help prevent the line from
knotting up as it is cleaned in the next step
Allow the line to soak until the water becomes luke-warm; about 15-30 minutes or
so.
STEP 2 - Cleaning
• Taking a clean, moistened rag in one hand,
draw the flyline from the sink through the
rag.
• Apply mild pressure with the hand holding
the rag to ensure the line is being "stripped"
of all the debris and dirt.
• You'll know if you have enough pressure
by hearing the line "sqweek" through your
hands.
• LOOSELY coil the line on the floor at your
feet in preparation for dressing the line with

conditioner and allowing the line to dry for
a few moments.
• TIP: as you draw line through the rag,
stretch each arm's-length section as you
would a leader, to stratighten out the coils
that have built up.
STEP 3 - Dressing
• Using a line winder, if you have one, makes
applying line conditioner easier, but is not
necessary.
• Taking another dedicated rag used for applying line conditioner, soak the rag with
conditioner
• As the line is wound on the winder, apply
the line conditioner in the same manner as
the line is cleaned in the step above.
• NOTE: Don't be afraid to be generous
with the line conditioner; it's the stuff that
will help protect the line in future uses.
Questions?? See me at one of our monthly
meetings or drop me an e-mail at:
chasr123@cox.net
And, please any comments on this monthly column, don't hesitate to let me know.
Thanx,
Charlie Rosser, DFC Trout Bum

C

onservation has always been a key part of Desert Fly Casters activities. Over the years we have helped with fencing and riparian
preservation at Canyon Creek, stream side clean up at Tonto Creek, adding structures to Bartlett. Saguaro, Apache and Canyon
Lakes and campground/ lake clean up as part of the outing. This year is expected to bring more of the same.
• Trash bags for attendees to use picking up trash and debris around the campsites and fishing locations will provide each month’s outing
host. We will arrange for a drawing for a dozen flies (or something similar) for those that turn in bags before the evening get together (or
end of outing if it is a one day get together).
Some of the ideas for projects this year include:
The Elk exclosure on Canyon Creek will need repair winter blow downs. Water gaps on the Mule Creek exclosures need repaired or replaced. Bull Thistle
removal is an ongoing task at Canyon Creek. There are projects we could collaborate with TU chapters on projects. Zane Grey TU, located in Phoenix, is
in discussion to place several yards of small river stone into Canyon Creek to improve the Redds. They are still working the permits with Arizona Game
and Fish. Old Pueblo TU, located in Tucson, has been working stream renovation in the Pinellas and stocked Gila trout in 2010. Expect some follow up
work to be needed.
Some other ideas would be to set up a Project Healing Waters council.
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. is dedicated to the physical and emotional rehabilitation of disabled active military service personnel and veterans through fly fishing and fly tying education and outings. See their website at http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/ for more information. If you are
interested in getting involved, let me know. I can get you in touch with the chapter in Tucson to see what is involved and what they have been doing.
Renowned Dave Whitlock Coming to Arizona
Dave Whitlock, author, artist, fly tying innovator, teacher and contributor to many aspects of fly fishing, will appear in Phoenix on February 12th and
13th. Information about the Whitlock seminars and registration can be found at www.zgtu.org. There are costs for these and registration (on line) needs
to be completed by Feb 6th. See the zgtu link below.
Zane Grey TU past and present projects include:
Fool Hollow Lake Aquatic Habitat Improvement • Canyon Creek Riparian Restoration Project
Canyon Creek Special Regulations Signs • Crayfish Control and Management in the White Mountains
Eagle Scout candidate Scott Howard - supported by ZGTU - to remove Bull Thistle from Canyon Creek • Fish Camp (Youth education)
How about conservation partnering with the education committee and setting up a youth fly fishing program or providing instructors for Fly Fishing
merit badges. It would be great if we could get several DFC members registered with BSA to support requests for instruction and evaluation of Fly Fishing Merit badges. This would be a contribution to future of fishing and outdoors. The club has 5 rods and reels provided by Federation of Fly Fishers and
Sierra Club for youth education. If you are interested, I can set up a time to meet and provide the details of what is required.
Links to get a feel for conservation projects that are going on around the state and U.S. include:
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/ • http://www.tu.org/about-us • www.optu.org • http://www.zgtu.org/

Further discussion and information along with any questions please contact: Bob Harrison- Harrn7963@aol.com
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New! May Club Outing – Mogollon Rim
Dates: Thursday May 19 - Sunday May 22

Hosts:
Tom Horvath                                
Gentry Smith    
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com                  
design@gentrysmith.com
Mobile: (602) 768-7280                                     
  
Mobile: (480) 213-0372
Cost: $12 per night, per car (Please pay Tom or Gentry)
With the cancelation of Lees Ferry (see other article for more details), we have shifted gears and are now planning a club outing to the Mogollon Rim in May. The club has reserved a large group site at Ponderosa Campground, located about 15 miles east of Payson on AZ-260. We made the reservation for Thursday – Sunday, to
encourage folks to maximize their time on the water. The campground does not have electricity, but does have
most of the other common amenities such as paved roads, restrooms, drinking water, picnic tables, group fire
ring and trash dumpsters. For a small fee, there are even hot showers available at Canyon Point Campground.
The best part, it’s close to a lot of fishing!
The Rim offers several fishing opportunities with something for everyone. Do you like to fish from your comfy
pontoon seat? Well, Woods Canyon Lake and Willow Springs Lake are both nearby. Both have paved roads
and offer easy access to some of Arizona’s most well stocked lakes. Wood Canyon even has a general store
and boat rentals. Both also have areas that can be fly fished from shore. For the more adventures types, Bear
Canyon Lake, Knoll Lake and Chevelon Canyon Lake are just up Forest Road 300. These can be a little trickery
to get to, but can be well worth the effort.
Are you interested in stream fishing? Tonto Creek and Canyon Creek are both close at hand and can be a
great places to learn and be challenged at the same time. There are also several other smaller streams in the
area. Although, some of these involve a significant hike to get to them.
This Rim is primarily know for its cold water trout fisheries, however, Willow Springs also supports bass
and sunfish. A 3-5 weight fly rod is usually ideal, along with the usually suspects in the fly line-up; Simi-Seals,
Peacock Ladies, Sunrise Specials, Zug Bugs, Buggers, Nymphs, Damsels, Emergers, Midges and assorted
Dry Flies.
More information on this outing will be available at the February Club Meeting. We are looking forward to
fishing with you at the Rim this year!

February
ISE Show

The International Sportsman's Exposition will be from
Feb. 24th – Feb 27th at University of Phoenix Stadium.
DFC will once again have a
booth at the show. A volunteer coordinator is needed for
the event and volunteers are
also needed to man the booth
and set up and break down
the booth. If you would be
willing to tie flies, build rods,
etc, while manning the booth,
please let us know. A sign-up
sheet will be available at the
February meeting. Thanks!
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Hey DFC members,
The second weekend in February, the 11th, 12th and 13th is
the Club’s annual outing at Dead Horse Ranch State Park.

DFC Fly Fishing 101
Learning the fundamentals of fly fishing can be overwhelming and intimidating to anyone just starting out in the sport. From understanding
the basics of the equipment, to picking out your fly rod, to tying on a
fly and making your first cast, there is a lot of information to process.
However, do not be discouraged, your friends from the Desert Fly Casters are here to help!
Believe me when I say, “We’ve all been there.” That is why, starting in January, we are offering Fly Fishing 101 classes to beginning anglers. The
goal of these instructional sessions will be to help shorten the learning
curve and to get you out on the water catching fish as fast as possible.
If you or someone you know is interested in attending these classes, be
sure to sign-up at the monthly club meetings.

2/23/2011 - Basic Fly Fishing Knots & Usage

Members will learn how to tie several common fly fishing
knots and their proper usage. Class will start at 6:30 PM sharp!
Instructor: Tom Horvath
Email: mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
Phone: (602) 271-0595
Location:
Redden Construction • 4131 East Wood Street • Phoenix, Arizona 85040

Dead Horse is conveniently located less than an hour and a
half from Phoenix and it’s paved all the way. It’s a great location for the whole family with hiking trails and climbing too. It
is less than a half hour from Jerome or even Sedona and Oak
Creek.
Dead Horse is good fishing for the more experienced angler
and the novice too. If you are new to fly fishing many members
will bring float tubes, pontoons, rods, reels and all the other
gear necessary for you to try out and have a great time. We will
start each day with a clinic for beginners on everything from
how to rig your rod and reel to casting and what flies to use.
Game and fish will stock Dead Horse on Thursday the 10th
so there ought to be lots of trout for us to catch. There are also
some bass and bluegill to chase.
We have reserved the group camp ground for the weekend.
There is a $15.00 a day charge for a site. This is an excellent
camp site, great for either trailer or tent. If you are tent camping you can share sites. All the sites have a fire ring and picnic
table. We will have a group dinner Saturday night. We will be
grilling fajita meat and chicken served with fresh flour tortillas,
beans and salads with all the good condiments. It should be a
great dinner. Bring a dessert and your own beverage and join
the fun. The dinner is free to all who sign up to stay. We will
also be raffling off one of Dave Weaver’s custom made rods so
good luck.
Please call or e-mail me, Don Morgan, with your intention
to attend. It would really help with the food planning, etc. if I
could hear from you soon. I will need your money at the next
Club meeting. We must pay the Park in advance. Do not pay
the rangers at the gate.
I really hope you all can make it,
Don Morgan
602-622-0400

Intermediate Fly Tying • SECOND SESSION- MARCH 2, 2011
This is time to maybe look into a different prey to stalk. San Diego offers
unique opportunities for fly fishing
A fly I used for Surf Perch a couple
weeks ago was a Borski Slider.
©2010 flytyingworld.com all rights reserved

Hook- Salt Water #4 to #6
Thread- Brown 6/0
Weight- dumbbell eyes
Tail- Tan Craft Fur
Flash- Pearlescent Krystal Flash
Head- Deer Hair

Redden Construction Office at 4131 E. Wood Street
Cross streets Broadway and 40th St.
Time:- 6:30 pm •

Phone: 602.768.7280 • Tom Horvath
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GREAT DAY...
The Saturday,
January 29th
Picnic, and
Fly Rod Games
was Fun for All!
YES!! The weather was perfect...Plenty of
room to work a rod and get some first
hand instruction from our DFC Trout Bum
gurus.
The gathering started around 10 AM with
games and plenty of activity throughout
the day. There was even a sighting of one
of our Trout Bums and his bamboo fly rod,
and lots of people wanted to try the action... Games were challenging on all levels for both guys and gals. And, through it
all one had a chance to ask questions and
gain knowledge of casting. I'm sure most
will be far better when stalking that trout
in the coming months on their favorite
stream.
The day was highlighted with a hearty
meal of BBQ pulled pork (...oh, that blueberry BBQ sauce was great!), beans, chips
and pop that our Trout Bum buddy, Mark
Lucht had brewing in his traveling smoker.
What a treat!! Thanks Mark you made it all
taste good. All of us were mighty hungry
after all the fun.
Thanks to all the special guides and
instructors who gave us much attention. And, many thanks for the club chair
person(s) who selected the Red Mountain
Picnic area...Hey let's all do it again next
year...same place!
Thanks to all who attended...Any comments are helpful with such an event like
this. If you have any suggestions...or better yet "kudos, and/or applause" direct
them to Mike Yavello our DFC President
at: gwenora@wcradio.com
R. McKeon, DFC Newsletter Editor and
Graphic Guru...and Bamboo Rod Bum

2011 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2011

Mike Yavello- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Dave Hwang
(Back-up: Larry Kivela)- Secretary

Dead Horse Ranch State Park in Cottonwood, AZ
February 11-13, 2011

Outings- Darin Taverna
Programs- OPEN
Library
Gentry Smith
Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Don Morgan, Host • donmorgan@cox.net

International Sportsman's Exposition
February 24 – February 27, 2011
at University of Phoenix Stadium.
DFC Trout Bums interested to lend a hand?? Drop Mike Yavello a note at:
gwenora@wcradio.com

Education
John Mayer & Charlie Rosser
Conservation- Bob Harrison
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Videos & Books- Gentry Smith
Raffles- Don Morgan
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large- Doc Nickel

Bass Pro Shop Club Event
March 5th and 6th

We will have tables set up in front of the fly shop at Bass Pro Shop again this year on the
week end of March 5th. We would like four teams of three people for morning and afternoon for Saturday and Sunday. It would be best to have a team of three (or four) with a
fly tyer, a rod builder and someone to talk about club events and activities. There will be
a sign up list at the February meeting or you can contact Bob Harrison at 480-735-9743.
Thanks

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

club Meeting
See ya at the 9, 2011
February

MAIL TO: ☛
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

