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Hello again,
It’s been another great month for the club. Seems like we are going in lot of different directions, but it’s all great club stuff.
I have talked to several members who have been participating in the rod building classes and everyone seems to be having
a great time. I would really expect nothing less with Dave Weaver teaching the class. I certainly remember the feeling of
accomplishment when I finished my first rod. Fly tying classes are also going well. Once again, lots of good comments
from the members on classes and instruction.
Last months meeting was another great showing from the club. Our speaker commented on not only the size of his
audience, but also the friendliness of our members. I keep trying to tell everyone that we are a really friendly group of
people! This month we will have Chris Taylor from the San Juan. I am hoping for another great showing and expect that
Chris will give us a first class presentation.
Big Thanks to Darin Taverna for hosting our Deadhorse outing. I know some folks decided to stay home because of the
weather. Actually you would have been much better off camping with us in Cottonwood where the weather was much
nicer. We had an awesome dinner and campfire on Saturday night. Thanks to Garret and Bob for not only getting the fire
going, but keeping it roaring for hours. I know we seem to be cursed by the weather on this outing, but I still keep telling
everyone it is definitely worth a little rain. It is some of the nicest camping we have access to all year. Next year I hope we
can coax a few more members to stay over at the outing.
As I am writing this, I have just spent the last couple of days at the ISE show at Cardinal stadium. It is always fun to see
all of the folks coming through the show. Not to mention checking out all of the latest and greatest in fishing and outdoor
trips and equipment. During the show, the various club members working
the booth are great ambassadors not only to the club, but the entire sport
of fly fishing (see page 6 for a few ISE show photos). We had members tying
flies, building rods, casting on the pond and just talking about all things
fly fishing. Every year, I find myself looking forward to next year’s show.
At last month’s meeting, we broke out a new pontoon boat for a special
raffle. I know we usually have some great items in the raffle, but the boat
is awful nice. If you are looking for a boat, this is your chance to win one
just in time for spring fishing. As I mentioned, we are using the money
from the boat to offset the cost of the really great speakers that we have
been pulling in. So take a chance and get in on the raffle before it’s too late.
That’s it for now. Looking forward to seeing you all on the water and at
the meeting.
Steve

DFC MARCH PROGRAM....
Our speaker for March will be Chris Taylor, owner of Fisheads of the San Juan River. After nine years in
business, Fisheads of the San Juan is the premier guide service on the river servicing clients from all
over the world. The quality of the Fisheads experience was recognized on a national level when
Fisheads was named by Orvis as Guide Service of the year for 2008.
A presentation by Chris will certainly increase your knowledge, whet your appetite to fish thisgreat
river and entertain you. It is a “not to be missed” presentation as Chris will talk about how to really
figure out how to fish this technical fishery. Anyone can show you where the Texas Hole is but it takes
a real expert to help you figure out how to get into fish when no one else is catching. This will be a
great primer for our upcoming San Juan outing.
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Saturday, March 13th, 2010. (9:00 a.m.) • Saguaro Lake/Butcher Jones outing.
This is your chance to lock into some Bass, sunfish and trout, all in one location. Bring your favorite 5-6 wt rod with floating and/or sinking line. This is a great lake to get your "feet wet" and you
should have some options for fishing. Walk in and cast from shore of bring your favorite floatation
device and become a fish stalker.
We will meet at Butcher Jones at 9 a.m. and take a break for a Potluck lunch at about noon. The
club will provide hotdogs. Please bring a side dish and drinks.
IMPORTANT: Remember that Saguaro Lake requires a Tonto Pass and that you can not get these
at the lake. Please see http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/tp/index.shtml for more information and locations where you can purchase these.
Host: David Hwang. • dhwang1221@aol.com • 480-792-0896

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

DFC CONSERVATION PATH • 2.2010
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3 California Condors Die of Lead Poisoning in Arizona

Editor's Note...The article below was suggested by our long time, DFC Trout Bum friend, Gerry Wiemelt. While working
on the newsletter I found the article on the right, which also should have an impact on how we approach our sport. As we
roam our Arizona landscape, we, as Trout Bums, should be aware of the dangers of lead in our environment. R.McKeon

February 22, 2010- Arizona Republic

Get The Lead Out

by Dennis Jones- Fly Tiers Korner

An overused expression, perhaps, but get ready, lead is flying out of the fishing sport. Critics
claim it is a PETA sponsored anti-fishing ploy hitchhiking on the waterfowl shot shell pellet ban.
Maybe, but the ban is scattering far and wide.
Lead fishing weights are currently prohibited in several NE states, Yellowstone National Park,
and some wildlife refuges. Canada has gone so far as to ban lead (including tin and brass) in any
terminal tackle, including sinking fly lines, in its national parks and refuges. A prediction: in a
few years there will be no lead in any of our fishing equipment or accessories. Lead has always
been the primary go-to fishing weight due to its low cost, soft texture, and high density.
However, it is a proven toxin to fish, birds, plants and mammals. Yeah, lead is bad stuff, even
for us. Wash your hands after using it and NO, don’t bite on it to crimp it down. Of course keep
it out of reach of reach of children and pets.
So what are the alternatives for fly tying? Right now it is mostly bismuth, brass, copper, aluminum, steel, tungsten and ceramics (glass) for bead/cone heads and dumbbell eyes, not much has
changed there. For applying to hooks its lead-free wire, a blend of metals, about 60% the density
of lead, so you would need to add about one-third more. L-FW is round and soft and comes on
standard thread spools. Load a spool right on a bobbin for easier wrapping of the hook shank
and reducing trim waste. So, to avoid problems with the rangers just eliminate lead from your
tying materials and you won’t have to worry about it.
For weighting the leader there are some good new products available. Non-toxic split-shot,
similar to lead but lighter, comes in a variety of sizes. Soft-weight, 80% the weight of lead. Its
putty that is moldable into about any size or shape, and it hardens in the water. Tungsten putty,
30% heavier than lead, re-usable. There is even a brass putty for making bead heads. Expect new
products in this expanding market. Weight comparisons of different substances to lead are, in
percent: Tungsten 167%, bismuth 86, copper 78, silver 76, brass 75, stainless steel 66, tin 64, zinc
62, hematite 46, aluminum 23, and glass 22.
Get ready to bite the bullet (oops) and pay more. These new products are more expensive, but
shouldn’t add but a few dollars at most to our annual costs.

DEAD HORSE
HORSE OUTING....What
OUTING....What A
A Blast!
Blast!
DEAD
Thanks to everyone who came out to
the Dead Horse State Park outing. We
all had a blast! However, we also had
our fair share of lousy weather. After a
particularly windy hour, with both my
thoughts and FishCat drifting, I contemplated why this outing is one of the
most fun every year. After a long winter
hiatus, there’s that group of folks who
are chomping at the bit to get out and
fish. The February weather in Cottonwood is unpredictable to say the least,
and this year was no exception. But
Dead Horse weather is not enough to
halter the desire of those hot to trot fishermen. So this outing always brings out
the most dedicated group of folks, full of
unbridled enthusiasm to rush out of the
gates, catch some fish and have fun in
spite of the elements. Were we successful? You bet! We had crazy-good fish
action on the freshly stocked lakes (Garrett had two 40+ fish days), views of new
snow falling in the mountains around
Jerome, a mouthwaterin’ potluck spread
accompanied by Alaskan salmon from
the Clausens and my homemade brats,
we polished off a bottle of Maker’s Mark,
and in an important milestone, Cinda
melted her first-ever bottle in a campfire. So sure the weather was challenging, but we had a great time. Now that’s
what I call beating a Dead Horse!

FLAGSTAFF - Three rare California condors in northern Arizona died last month because they ingested lead pellets while feeding on carrion, according to test results released Monday.
The deaths from lead poisoning are the first in three years among condors in Arizona and Utah,
condor recovery program officials said. The Peregrine Fund recovered the bodies of a female condor and her year-old chick from the Grand Canyon, and a young male from the Arizona-Utah
border last month.
That the birds were foraging in southern Utah presents a challenge for recovery program
officials, who now must convince hunters there to stop using lead ammunition. "We have to
remain optimistic because we've seen such progress in Arizona, and I guess what it means is
we have more work to do," said Chris Parish, who oversees the release of the condors in Arizona
for the fund.
Utah already is educating hunters about the effects that lead ammunition has on condors. The
birds feed on dead animals, often big game killed by hunters or the entrails left behind when
they are field dressed. High levels of lead can shut down a condor's digestive system, causing
them to starve to death. Utah's program is modeled after one in Arizona, which asks hunters to
voluntarily use lead-free ammunition. Utah plans to give coupons for free non-lead ammunition
to hunters in certain areas.v "Utah sportsmen are conservation-minded," Jim Parrish, nongame
avian coordinator for the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, said in a release. "We're confident
they'll step up to the challenge and that our program, combined with the highly successful program in Arizona will keep the condor population healthy and allow it to grow."
Condors once numbered in the thousands across North America but were nearly extinct by the
early 1980s from the effects of hunting, lead poisoning and habitat encroachment. The final 22
were captured in California and a breeding program started.
There are about 350 condors alive today, with about half in captive breeding programs in
California, Arizona and Mexico. Since the reintroduction program begin in Arizona in 1996, 45
condors have died — 15 of them from lead poisoning.
Environmental groups pushed for a nationwide ban on lead ammunition, similar to regulations
in place in California.
Jeff Miller of the Tucson.-based Center for Biological Diversity, said the Arizona population continually is exposed to high levels of lead and it was just a matter of time before some ate enough
to be killed. "It's tragic, but it was predictable," he said. "Until we come up with an effective
way to keep lead out of the food chain, we're going to keep seeing these periodic tragic events."
Kathy Sullivan, condor program coordinator for Arizona's Department of Game and Fish, said
the state's program had a success rate between 80 percent and 90 percent over three years. The
true test, she said, is in whether Utah hunters join the voluntary effort. "Until we have similar
participation from hunters in Utah, we're really not going to know even how effective our program is," she said. "The bird could eat in Arizona one week and then in Utah the next."

Notes by Darin Taverna - Photos by David Hwang
Mmmmm... brats.....

Gentry using the Force to bring in fish
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March Intermediate
Monthly Tying Session
Ward Thompson will be tying patterns from his
summer home in Ennis Montana. Patterns will
include a Red Tag Ant, Royal Coachman with wing
sheets and an Extended Tail May Fly with cookie
cutter wings
The March tying session will be held on
Wednesday March 24th from 6:30 to 9pm
It will be at Redden Construction Inc’s. Office at
4131 E Wood St. Phoenix Major cross roads are
40th Street and Broadway
If you have questions or need to use club’s tying tool
kit, call Tom Horvath @ 602.768.7280

Additional contact information: Tom Horvath at: mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
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FLY TYING
2010
Hosted By:
Tom Horvath
602-768-7280
Tuesday
March 16, 2010

Basic equipment introduction
& Wooly Bugger

Thursday
March 18, 2010
Sparkle Bugger &
Pheasant Tail Nymph

Tuesday
March 23, 2010
Midge & Gold Ribbed
Hare’s Ear Nymph

Thursday
March 25, 2010
Elk Hare Caddis &
Royal Coachman
(Parachute Wing)

Tuesday
March 30, 2010
Adams (Split Wing)
& Foxy Minnow

Thursday
April (Fools), 2010
To be determined (TBD)

Shown below are a few flies that
will start your personal tied collection and experience the thrill of
catching fish on flies tied at the
beginning fly tying class. The flies
shown are the first few sessions and
you will receive the skills to tie all
shown.
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CASTING
TIPS
Stop the Rotation...
March 1998
Jason Borger- FFF Club Wire
To obtain maximum efficiency in fly casting, an angler needs to eliminate
all excessive motions that can occur during a cast. Many excesses are easy
to spot, but one that gets missed by many casters is wrist rotation. I don't
mean the tipping of the wrist to form the loop, but rather the TURNING
of the wrist side-to-side as the cast is made.
Wrist rotation (often a result of a "lazy," or improperly trained wrist) is
a thief of everything you want in casting--distance, accuracy, and control.
When the wrist rotates, the rod is moved out of plane in a horizontal
direction, forming a horizontal loop.
This unwanted loop interacts with your regular loop, skewing,
or"hooking"it to the side. Efficiency and control (and everything that goes
with them) gets rotated into thin air. Heavier rods/reels/lines often exacerbate the problem as an already "lazy" wrist will be more easily pulled
astray by the extra weight.
Be conscientious about your wrist's movement during your practice
sessions; don't allow it to rotate out of plane as you cast. With such practice you'll find yourself increasing control over every aspect of your
presentation.

Dealing with Slack...
March 2010
By Pat Damico
Taken from the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club Newsletter

The second Essential to cast effectively is dealing with Slack. Slack line
should be kept to an absolute minimum. Many casting coaches feel this
is one of the most important Essentials. When learning to cast, or while
practicing, use only your casting hand and pin the fly line to the cork grip
with your fingers. If the line should slip while casting, your cast will usually collapse because of slack. Lefty says that the cast begins when the fly
starts to move. Having your fly rod tip down close to the water will allow
this to happen and will correct many casting errors. Keep line and rod
in a straight line. Most people start their cast with the rod tip elevated
building slack into the start of a cast and making a good backcast difficult.
Other causes of slack are: movement of the fly line by outside forces such
as the wind or water, rough, jerky application of power, and poor timing
between the backward and forward cast. Placing your casting side foot a
little rearward will allow you to watch your backcast. Make sure you can
control and minimize slack before introducing the use of your line hand
otherwise you will compound the problem.

(Jason Borger, the Club-Wire's casting columnist, was the 'Shadow Caster' in 'A River Runs Through It' and is
Editor of the Loop, the publication of the FFF's Casting Instructor Certification Program.)

2010 LEE'S FERRY CLUB OUTING

Thursday, May 13 - Sunday, May 16
Hosts: Tom Horvath
email: mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
office: 602-271-0595
Gentry Smith
email: design@gentrysmith.com
home: 480-820-3036
Lees Ferry is the only place within Glen Canyon where visitors can drive to the
Colorado River in over 700 miles of Canyon Country... it also happens to be home
to some of the best trout fishing in Arizona! The Ferry offers great fishing action
for beginners and experienced anglers alike to test their skills on ‘Feisty Rainbows’. The average size fish is in the 12-16” range with fish over 20” caught daily.
Lee’s Ferry also offers many fishing opportunities from simply wadding the walkin area to taking a boat upstream and drifting the 15 mile stretch between Glenn
Canyon Dam back to the boat launch.
This year the club is offering several packages to fit a wide range of budgets
and give everyone a chance to attend. These options include two-days of fullyguided fishing with Lee’s Ferry Anglers and/or Marble Canyon Outfitters, or a
self-guided two-day, one-night canoe adventure or simply fishing the walk-in area
on your own. On Saturday night the club will host a picnic style dinner at the
campground. The club will provide the meat. Please bring a side dish or desert to
share with the group.
Lees Ferry is located 42 miles southwest from Page via Hwy 89 south and Hwy
89A west. It is 85 miles from the North Rim of the Grand Canyon via Hwy 89Aand
Hwy 67. It is easily accessible via a paved road that leads 5 miles back to the Ferry
area. A National Park Service campground (w/ modern restrooms), a ranger station, and a public launch ramp are the only services available at Lees Ferry. However, there are two fly shops, a gas station, general store, lodging, restaurants and
(for a small fee) hot showers available at Marble Canyon, near the park entrance.
2-Days of Guided Fishing with Marble Canyon Outfitters - $420 + tip This price
does not include lodging; space is limited - See Tom Horrvath for more info

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge (1-800-726-1789)
2-Day Overnight Self-Guided Canoe Trip - $150
This price does not include camping permit which can be purchased at the park
entrance. We will be shuttled upriver and paddle back on our own, stopping to
camp one night; space is very limited - see Gentry Smith for more info
Fish the Walk-In Area on Your Own - No Additional Cost
All you need is a vehicle pass, which can be purchased at the park entrance. Please
let us know if you are choosing this option so we can keep an accurate head count.
1-7 Day Vehicle Pass: $15 per vehicle
Admits one single, private vehicle and all of its passengers for up to one-week
Lee’s Ferry Campground:
$12 per night / per site
55 developed sites - No Hook-Ups
No Reservations - First Come Basis
Automated Fee Machine is available at the Park Entrance
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FLY FISHING BUDDIES

It's winter time and the fishing has been spotty.
No, that didn't stop me from going fishing, but it
did cut in to my success stories. The much needed
rains and snow in the mountains has wiped out
some of our usual winter retreats. The Lower Salt
River had steady flows of about 200 cfs until the
rains hit, and then we had a surge of over 30,000
cfs. That moves fish around as well as trees, beaches, and other structure that you may have fished
the last time. I am looking forward to the next float
trip so I can see what has moved around. Current
flow information can be found on www.watershedmonitor.com I try to check it before I arrive at
the river.
With many of our usual options out of the picture, my fishing buddies and I have been tying
flies, checking out our fishing gear, looking at fishing lodges in tropical locations, and pushing our
billfolds deeper into our pockets. Did I mention

by Vince Deadmond

that some of, (all) my fishing buddies are tight
wads, and we tend to get a little grumpy when we
can't fish on the cheap. Not being able to fish has
lead me to inspect my fishing gear. I replaced some
old tippet, yes it gets old. If the tippet is over a year
old it is not as reliable as when it is new, especially
the really light weight tippet. My favorite polartec
pants had seen several winter seasons, and the
prospect of me being that guy in the song “Pants
on the Ground” encouraged me to buy some new
ones.
Real fishing buddies will go fishing with you even
when the prospect of catching fish is slim. I called
my buddy Jeff Voigt to commiserate about our lack
of fishing opportunities, my wading boots had
almost dried up from the last fishing trip, and we
decided to try Canyon Lake. Usually I like to fish
Canyon in March/April for Large Mouth Bass, but
this was just an excuse to get out of the house. The
rains had filled the lake and the water looked like a
mocha latte complete with foam on top. After four
hours of fishing the scent of skunk was strong. We
had seen lots of fish on the depth finder at 16 feet,
but they were not interested in our flies. The best
thing about our fishing outing was stopping for
lunch at the Mining Camp. Everything was good
and the spicy shrimp was especially good.
Most fishing vehicles smell like . . . fishing vehicles. The olfactory cocktail of deet, pond scum,
sweat, fish slime, river bottom, and waders that
need to be aired out always are one step ahead of
all of the sweeping, cleaning, and little pine tree air
fresheners. It's always best when you can let your

buddy take his truck, then it's his flat tire, his paint
that is being scraped off by the brush, and his
vehicle that needs cleaning after the fishing trip. If
you have a four legged fishing buddy they can be
insistent about going on fishing trips, and they are
always leaving messages written with their noses
on the inside glass of the truck. When your dog
fishing buddy complains about the scent in your
truck, you really do have a problem.
When the lakes are off color and the small
streams are raging and you still want to go fishing,
you might consider going to Puerto Penasco,
Mexico for some saltwater fishing. The four hour
drive goes by quickly when you have a fishing
buddy to talk fishing with, and unless the wind or
a storm keeps you off the water, you have a good
chance of catching fish. On a recent weekend run
Joe Staller and I caught Cabrillia, Flounder, and
Trigger. We were using our 8 weight fly rods rigged
with deep sinking lines and Clouser Minnows that
look like bait fish. Even if we had not caught a few
fish, it was pleasant to be setting in the sun, in the
pontoon boat, in the Sea of Cortez, and talking
about our other fishing buddies that were missing
this opportunity to catch fish. Of course we would
never embellish any of our fishing stories for our
fishing buddies.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy
can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache
Trail Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com or
480 982 7461 for more fish stories.

Our DFC Trout Bums and the 2010 ISE Show...
From fly tying, rod building, casting instruction, signing up new
members, and Doc packin' up
in the rain- Thank you to all our
DFC Trout Bums for making it a fun
show again this year!

Photos from the eye of: Trout Bum, Charlie Rosser

The Desert Fly Casters
board has once again
voted to donate $500
to Casting for Recovery
and will also match another $500. This means
that you should bring
your checkbook to the
March meeting because
for every dollar our
members donate, the
club will match it up to
$500. This means a possible donation of $1500
between the club and
it's members. Casting
for Recovery is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that relies solely on
donations to provide
retreats to hundreds of
breast cancer survivors
every year.

2010 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2010

Steve Berry- President
Mike Yavello-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Charlie Rosser- Secretary

Suguaro Lake/Butcher Jones Outing
Host: David Hwang- dhwang1221@aol.com

Outings- Darin Taverna

April 23-25, 2010

Programs- Cinda Howard
Library
Gentry Smith
Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
Education- Tom Soldat
Education Committee
Tom Horvath & David Hwang
Conservation- Mark Donahoo
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison

Saturday, March 13, 2010

Point of Pines
Host: Mark Lucht- lucht@email.com

May 13 - 16, 2010

Lees Ferry
Hosts: Gentry Smith- design@gentrysmith.com
Tom Horvath- mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com

June 11-13, 2010

White Mountain Extravaganza
Host: Steve Berry- flyingflyfisher2@yahoo.com

Videos & Books- Gentry Smith

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Member at Large- Doc Nickel

Yep, it’s time to start planning for your Annual San Juan River trip. This one is very
popular and for good reason. The San Juan River is one of the best fisheries in the
U.S. for big fish. At last count there were more than 15,000 fish per mile with the
average being 17”. This trip includes 3 nights lodging at Rizuto’s, 2 full days with a
guide, continental breakfast each morning and lunch on guide days. Price is $525
per person. A banquet dinner will be added and the cost of the dinner is not included in this price. A deposit of $200 holds your spot and the balance is due on or
before the August meeting. You can pay at the meeting or feel free to mail in a check
to the P.O. Box but be sure to mark it as payment for the San Juan River Outing. If
you have questions, you can e-mail me at lady_angler@cox.net, send a message
through Facebook, or call my cell at (480) 217-5089. -Cinda

MAIL TO: ☛

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

San Juan Outing, September 16th through 19th

club meeting
See ya at the , 2010
March 10

Raffles- Dan Cramer
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon

