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.... Nice Pompano

JANUARY MEETING:

Wednesday,
January 13, 2010
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

by Vince Deadmond

It's not always about the fishing.

Looking back at the last decade I managed to fish a variety of destinations and catch an impressive
list of different fish. While most fly fishers would agree there is more to fly fishing than catching trout, we can
always aspire to catch a larger trophy, or a different species of fish. This will require us to do some planning for
our new fly fishing year.
One thing I have learned, if you don’t have a plan to fish you won’t get to fish. Start scheduling your time on
the water now. Have you fished all of the lakes and streams of the White Mountains? Is their a species of fish that
you would like to catch in 2010? Have you started to fly fish salt water? Have you fished the Salt River? When
you stop and think about it, there are many in state opportunities, how many have you fished? When you look at
the list of places to fish from Arizona Game and Fish www.azfg.com how many can you check off as a yes I’ve
done that?
Many destinations have a best time of the year to think about. Silver Creek for example is a fall and winter fishery. Many of the White Mountain lakes fish the best right before they ice over in the fall and right after the ice is
off in the spring. You will want to keep track of your fishing destinations conditions. Snow melt and rain can make
a trophy river unfishable. Excessive hot or cold can give your target fish lock-jaw. Many fishing destinations have
a local fly shop that has current fishing conditions daily on the internet.
The Desert Fly Caster calendar is a good place to start planning your fishing year. The local fly shops have destination trips to expand your fishing world. Get to a DFC meeting early enough to have dinner so you can plan a
small group trip. Around the dinner table you can find people who would like to take a trip, or who have been to
that destination, and have some good ideas to make your trip better. I like the small group trip because you have
control of where and when to fish, you can share expenses, gear, and camaraderie is priceless.
The following short list is my partial 2010 wish list. I hope this will inspire you to make your own list and then
follow through and go fishing.
• Canyon Creek- larger Brown Trout • Little Colorado, X-Diamond Ranch- larger Brown Trout
• Colorado River, Parker, AZ area - larger Striped Bass • Black River- Trout and Small Mouth Bass same trip
• Ashurst Lake - Northern Pike • Rio Grande River, Taos, NM- large Northern Pike • Lower Salt River - larger Carp
• Puerto Penasco, Mexico- land a new species of fish - currently 18 different species
• Yucatan, Mexico- Permit, and a larger Tarpon • Hayward Wisconsin- more and larger Muskie

DFC JANUARY PROGRAM....
Kevin Krai from Arizona Fly Fishing doing a presentation on Pyramid Lake. Come early and share with all
your DFC Trout Bum friends what you’ve got planned for 2010. Hey, if it’s a fish story- tell it like it is!
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

January Monthly Tying Session
John Rohmer will be hosting a fly tying class at Arizona Flyfishing,
located at Mill and Baseline Road.
The flies will be the DW Minnow and the Foxy Minnow.
This tying session will be at 6:30 PM, the date is January 27, 2010
...materials will be provided by John.
We will be focusing on bass patterns. Class has limited space.

To reserve a spot or need to use a club’s tying tool kit,
call Tom Horvath at 602.768.7280.
NOTE: We currently have 6 signed-up. I will be taking names if there is a cancellation and some, if they wish, can watch and not tie.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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THANK YOU...

PRESIDENT’S DRIFT

Steve Berry January 2010

To all who took time to
donate for our
2009 DFC Banquet.
Your kindness is deeply
appreciated!
Arizona Fly Fishing
Orvis Store
Cabelas
Bass Pro
Sportsman's Warehouse
DFC Board
Jim Teeny, Inc
Thomas and Thomas
Ross Reels
St Croix
The Creek Company
Simms
VRM CO.
Mageyes
FFF
X Diamond Ranch
Renzetti,
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Grand Canyon Railway
G Loomis
Northwest Flyfishing
Solitude Fly Company
Verde Railroad
Bob Olach Fly Tier
Trout Unlimited
Sierra Golf
ASU Book Store
Phoenix Flower Shop
Rajeff sports
Student Book Center

•
Chuck Rizuto
Mark Lucht
Chad Day
Dyna King
Dan Brackett
Tom Soldat
Charlie Rosser
Jim Fraijo
Tyler Stone
Vince Deadman
Mike Lyons
John and Karen Clausen
Dave Hwang
Jerry King
Dan Brackett
Brent Bryson
Richard Hall
Glenn Knight
Jerry Myers
Bruce Gehrls
Terri Robinson
Sharon Nickel
Doc Nickel
Kaylor Shemberger
Bill Thyng
Cinda Howard
Bob Harrison
Tom Harvath
Jim Walker
Dan Cramer
Tom Soldat
Jerry Meyers
Dave Weaver

We’ll I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Year. First let me say
Thank You for letting me be in charge of this motley crew for the next year. I am really
looking forward to working in the club and hanging out with all of our members.
2009 was another year that will be hard to top as far as fishing goes. It seems that each
year I get a chance to go or do something really cool in the fly fishing world. I can’t wait
to see what comes up in 2010. So what does that mean for the club? I have no idea yet,
but I will keep you posted. I mean come on… I’ve only had this job for about a week.
Let’s just start off by saying I think we have a fantastic club. The club as a whole is a
direct reflection of the people in it. We have a lot of great members that keep this thing
running fairly smooth. Time after time I have seen old fishermen, new fishermen or just
some guy off the street welcomed in to join the fly fishing sickness and the club. Those
are the connections that not only keep our club alive, but also our sport. For 2010, I
intend to see if I can’t sucker a few more into the sport. I encourage you to do the same.
Although we haven’t officially had our first board meeting for 2010, the board has
already been hard at work. We have planned a January club picnic which includes casting games. If you haven’t ever done the casting games, don’t be shy. Trust me; there is
fun for all levels and the entire family. And let’s face it, if my casting stinks that day, I
will just sit back and eat a burger to drown my sorrows. Also this month, Kevin Krai
from Arizona Fly Fishing will be the club speaker. He is going to show you some monster fish from Pyramid Lake in Nevada. If you want real info on catching some monster
fish don’t miss this meeting. February is Deadhorse Ranch in Cottonwood. This has definitely turned into a club favorite over the past few years. February is also the ISE show
at the Cardinals stadium in Glendale. This is another one that is always a great time. All
of this doesn’t include fly tying, rod building and all of the other good stuff going on.
2010 is going to be a great year!
Steve

IT'S ROD BUILDING TIME...
First Time Or Building another Stream Rod
A full rod kit may be as little as $35. Building a fly rod is easy.
All it takes is 4 classes and some prep time to finish a rod.
Classes will begin Thursday, February 4, 2010
The FIRST 6 flyfishers will be in the first session and so on.
Additional class dates will be set later.
Sign up at the January meeting.
Email me at dweaver16@cox.net
or call me at 480-495-2983 and we will talk details.
Dave Weaver
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DFC OUTING
Saturday, January 16, 2010
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Come join your Desert Fly Casters friends at Desert Breeze Park for a fun day of events.
Our FFF certified Master Casting Instructors Larry Allen, Bruce Williams, and Tom Harper will be there hosting the
Danish Casting Games. These games are similar to a miniature/ putt-putt golf course but designed for casting.
This is not a competition but more a fun event to help you with your casting skills.
Lunch will be provided by Desert Fly Casters
Location:
Desert Breeze Park in Chandler
Address:
660 N. Desert Breeze Blvd E
If you plan to fish be sure to
get your new 2010 Urban
fishing license.

Host: Cinda Howard
lady_angler@cox.net
Phone: 480-905-1400
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WINTER FLY FISHING AT LEE'S FERRY
A LITTLE HISTORY. Lee's Ferry has been on fly
fishermen's radar since the Glen Canyon Dam was
completed back in the 60's. Early on it gained a
reputation for lots of big fish, but the main reason
for the dam was controlling the water and power
generation. The fishery has had its peaks and valleys. When the fishing is good the word soon gets
out and fishermen flock to the Ferry. I can remember winter fishing during the 90's where you would
make reservations a year in advance. Three outfitters were on the river and it supported three fly
shops. Today two outfitters are hanging on and
only one has a fly shop. The fishing was spectacular and the expectation was to have at least a twenty fish day. Many 16-20 inch fish were caught, but
the fishery was always the step-child, and many
decisions and experiments were harmful to the fish.
Lee's Ferry in the last five years has been known for
its big water, its scenic beauty, and its small (12
inch) Rainbows. More recently the flows have been
steady, and the fish have a better diet, they are getting some size to them again.
COLD WEATHER FLY FISHING. Lee's Ferry is
the beginning of the Grand Canyon and is one of
the coldest places in Arizona during the winter. The
first morning of our weekend fly fishing trip was a
crisp 12 degrees. I fished the walk in area with
Jerry King and we were lucky to have a calm day
with no wind, and a few cooperative Trout. I usually do well in the walk in area, and I landed 10 fish
in the 12-14 inch class. Joe Staller, Denny Johnson,
and Bob Harrison went up river in the rental boat.
The 1000 foot canyon walls shade much of the
water, and the open boat ride will keep you cool.
Jerry and I got some sun in the walk in and were
able to remove some layers of clothing. The guys
up river caught some 16 inch fish, but they were in
the ice box most of the day.
Friday evening Phil Click joined us at Cliff
Dwellers Restaurant, and he had his boat so we
could do two boats on Saturday. Saturday morning
was a balmy 23 degrees. The boat ride up river pro-

duced a wind chill, and no one complained about
being too hot. We hit most of the popular runs,
sometimes we got out and fished from shore, and
some of the runs we stayed in the boat and drifted.
Basically no one is fishing the Ferry right now, and
you can move from one gravel bar to the next and
not worry about having a place to fish. I managed
to land a 15, and a 16 inch fish, but I lost an even
bigger fish when I got him up to the strike indicator. Everyone was catching fish, but not in great
numbers.
We had two cool but wind free days of fishing
and each evening we checked the weather report.
Saturday evening there was a big storm headed to
Flagstaff, but it was a bit sketchy when it would hit.
Sunday morning was windy and more talk of a
storm headed our way. After a quick vote we decided not to fish Sunday morning. The storm did hit
Flagstaff later after we had passed through.
TECHNIQUE AND EQUIPMENT. The classic
set up for Lee's Ferry is the dead drift using your
four, five, or six weight fly rod. One uses a strike
indicator, mine was yellow poly yarn, at the top of
the leader where it attaches to the fly line. I had a
9 foot 5X leader then one bb shot weight above
where I tied in 12 inches of tippet. Next I tied on a
San Juan worm, red in the walk in and natural color
for up river. Attached to the bend of the first hook
I added another 12 inch piece of tippet and used a
black zebra midge or red hot for my bottom fly. I
seemed to catch fish on those three flies for the
entire trip. Casting this set up requires that you
open the loop of your cast, and not try to cast for
great distance. Once on the water one must mend
the line so the strike indicator does not leave a wake
behind it. When the strike indicator moves or stops
set the hook. Using my 6-weight rod with a 200
grain sinking line I set up a wooly buggar rod. The
wooly buggar also caught a few fish. We ran into
Terry Gunn (guide and fly shop owner) and he suggested lengthening the leader and using more
weight to get our dead drift rigs down. One thing
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about this set up, you will be spending some time
untangling wind knots.
THE PRICE OF A FISHING TRIP. Many things
enter into the price of a fishing trip, some seem
unrelated, but one of the guys would have stayed
home, if he had not spent the money to fly his
daughter into Phoenix to stay with his wife while he
fished. Another of guys tried to save a bit with his
Arby's coupons when we stopped for a meal in
Flagstaff. We stayed at Cliff Dwellers in "The
House", (at the reduced winter rates) which was a
large home that easily accommodated six fly fishers. With six people we were able to share expenses for the house, the boats, the gas, making the trip
affordable. Not counting airline tickets, or additional fly fishing gear before or after the trip, a three
night two day fishing trip to a world class fishing
destination for around $300 per person is not bad.
HOW TO GET THERE. Lee's Ferry is a 5 hour
drive north from Phoenix on I 17. When you get
to Flagstaff take US 89 north to US 89 A. Its
about 14 miles to the river. Cliff Dwellers,
Vermillion Cliffs, and Marble Canyon Lodge
have rooms, restaurants, and boat rentals. Cliff
Dweller is the only one with a fly shop. Check
the fishing report from Lee's Ferry Anglers
www.leesferry.com <http://www.leesferry.com>
the Ferry could become a hot place to fish this
winter.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy
can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache
Trail, Apache Junction, AZ and vince@ajbest.com
or 480 982 7461.

2010 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2010

Steve Berry- President
Mike Yavello-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Charlie Rosser- Secretary

Saturday, January 16, 2010
Desert Breeze Park in Chandler
Fun, Food, Casting Games, and maybe a little fishing
Host: Cinda Howard

Outings- Darin Taverna
Programs- Cinda Howard
Library
Gentry Smith

February 19-21, 2010
Dead Horse State Park
Darin Taverna- Host

Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
Education- David Hwang
Education Committee
Tom Horvath & David Hwang

Memorial Notice
Jim Dickson's wife, Charlie, passed peacefully in her family's presence after an extended illness December 22,
2009. Jim of course is a long time member of our DFC family of Trout Bums. Our prayers are extended to Jim.

Conservation- Mark Donahoo
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Videos & Books- Gary Cohen
Raffles- Dan Cramer
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large- Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

club meeting
See ya at the 13, 2010
January

MAIL TO:
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252
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