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I
NOVEMBER MEETING:

Wednesday,
November 11, 2009
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

Banquet
ah, comin”
make plans
and mark dem
calendars...
December 9, 2009.
More info on
page two
of dis here
newsletter!

am late in preparing the letter for this month’s newsletter. It seems like I just did the one for October. At least as
I write it, the weather is acting like it should. If you haven’t heard it elsewhere, this is the time of year to try out
Chevelon Lake. To keep it short and get it finished in time to satisfy our award winning newsletter editor:
Board election. It is an event that rolls around every year. If you haven’t been asked to help with some aspect of
the board, please volunteer. More hands make it easier to cover all the activities we like to provide. The membership
will vote to accept the panel. I will have the list of nominees at the meeting.
Halloween on the Fly with Old Pueblo will be history when you get this. I hope you can make it. These events provide tremendous information in very short period of time. Plus a whole new set of listeners for the one didn’t get
away.
Program for November will be on Port Mansfield/ Port Isabel/ South Padre/ Laguna Madre (all more or less the
same location). Bob Howard and I will present on one of the more interesting destinations the club has fished at in
the past. If there is interest, we may try to organize a trip on April/ May time frame.
Outing - November 13, 14, 15: Rocky Point is the weekend after the meeting. Several of us are going down a day
(or more) early. If you are looking to share a ride or caravan, start calling around or post a query on the web site. If
your passport isn’t on the way it isn’t likely you will be going.
Banquet December 9th: Knights of Columbus Hall in Chandler. Hall will open between 5:30 and 6. Raffle ticket
sales should start then as well. Dinner will start around 7pm. It could be earlier if we find volunteers to carve the
turkeys and hams. The raffle will start after dinner.
If you haven’t been to a Desert Fly Casters banquet before, it is a little different than our monthly meeting and
most banquets. The dinner is a potluck. The board provides the turkey and ham. Those with last names starting with
A through Q should bring a side dish to share. Last names starting with R through Z should bring desserts to share.
The raffle is a bit different too. Most of the prizes will have a ‘bucket’ beside them with a label to identify the prize
they go with. You put tickets in the buckets of items that you would like to win. The more tickets you put in the bucket, the better your odds. There are bonus tickets for purchases of $25, $50 and $100 dollars. There is also a ‘multi
prize’ table that operates similar to the monthly raffle. You get a choice of what is on the table at the time your ticket is pulled. Of course, you have to put tickets in the bucket on the multi prize table. Last but not least, there will be
a deck of cards draw. Cards cost $10 each. If your card matches the one pulled from a 2nd deck, you win. We are
still getting responses from our requests for donations so it is a little early to hype what will be on the tables but it
should be another great banquet raffle. You are welcome to donate items for the raffle. Contact Dan Cramer and let
him know. It is very helpful to get them to him before the night of the banquet. In addition to all the food and raffle,
there will be the introduction to the new board along with a few other announcements and recognition.
Last but not least. It has been a great year for me as President of the DFC. I would like to thank all those that were
part of the board and that volunteered on outings and other activities. In addition, I would like to thank all the members. The club is about fly fishing, teaching people to fly fish and supporting the fisheries. I think we have managed
to do that for another year.
This was intended to be a short final letter. But you know there isn’t any such thing as a short fishing story.
Tight Lines,
Bob

DFC NOVEMBER PROGRAM....
Reds and Specks In the Laguna Madre
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Have you ever hooked a fish that is equated to hanging a fly on a dump truck going down the highway? That is the reputation of a Red Fish. Have you ever spent the day pursuing dump trucks above to follow it with casting to and catching
10s of Speckled Trout off the docks under lights all night? How much fishing do you have in you? Can you take 3 days and
3 nights of almost around the clock fishing? Some of your co members have. I have watched them on at least two occasions. Laguna Madre, Port Mansfield, Port Isabel, South Padre are a few of the names used for the location. There are 100s
of square miles of ‘wadeable’ water. There are also specialized flats boats that can run in 15 inches of water as long as the
clients understand how to help with the take off until it gets on plane.
This month will present accounts of at least a couple of past trips by the club and an update from a recent several week
trip by Bob Howard and Bob Harrison.
If we generate enough interest – maybe a contingent will want to watch for the next SouthWest 72 air fare deal to make
an outing next spring. (Southwest just had a 72 hour deal for between Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays or January
through Feb 10th that round trip for 2 into Harlingen was $370)

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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DON'T MISS GREAT
PRIZES!!!!
Thompson & Thompson
Fly Rod
Ross Reel with
two additional spools
Float Tube
Renzetti Tying Vice
Kodak Digital Camera
We have the best GEAR for
your new YEAR!!!! Great
opportunity to get updated
on you outfitting!!!!
ALSO, if you have a favorite
business, restaurant, or
some stuff you would like to
donate, we need member
participation for our biggest
fund raiser of the year!!!!
Contact Dan Cramer at:
602-803-8982, for a copy
of the donation letter to
hand out, or to let him know
what you have for donation.

LOWER SALT RIVER....DO OVER!!
he club did a Salt River trip in September, and we had a good
trip. My question is when do you want to do it again? Several
members were over scheduled last time and were not able to
make the run. I believe there is enough interest to do another trip. If
you are interested in a November trip let's set a date before the water
get's shut off. You can even put your own group together. You just
need one truck at the bottom and another to drop off the group.
In October I found myself on the Lower Salt again, the same run the
club took last time, and the river has changed as usual. I caught my
pet 15' Rainbow. (4 trips four 15" Rainbows), and this last time I
managed to get a picture of the wild horses. This trip is so close, so
scenic, so cheap, you have no excuse not to go.
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached a
237 N Apache Trail at Best Hardware 480 982 7462,

T

By Vince Deadmond
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November Monthly Tying Session
We tied salt water flies for Rocky Point in October to satisfy requests.
The lower nymph is an all purpose attractor nymph used year long for trout. It has been effective
at Drift Fence, Sunrise and most White Mountain Lakes. Also good at Dead Horse Park.
The top pattern is an adult Damsel good wherever adult Blue Damsels are active.

The November tying session will be held on
Wednesday November 25th from 6:30 to 9pm
It will be at Redden Construction, Inc’s Office at 4131 E. Wood St.
Major cross roads are Broadway and 40th Street.
If you have questions or need to use club’s tying tool kit, call Tom Horvath at 602-768-7280.

Hook- Standard dry fly
Thread- 6/0 Blue
Eyes- Burnt mono
Body- Rainy damsel body
Hackle- Cream or Badger
Legs- Mini Rubber
Thorax- Damsel blue dub

Hook- 200R size 12-14
Thread- Black 6/0
Eyes- Glass beads and mono
Tail- Green Marabou
Body- Small D-rib vinyl
Wing case- Mylar gift wrap
Thorax- Peacock herl
Legs- Hen hackle brown
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DESERT FLY CASTERS • SAN JAUN 2009
For the past several years now the
Desert Fly Casters have made the annual
pilgrimage to New Mexico and the famed San
Juan River. Now that the 2009 trip has come
and gone, I must say that I think the group
came home again with fond memories and
most with thoughts of next years trip.
T h i s
y e a r ’ s
group consisted of
twenty club
members.
Our
San
Juan experience varied from
first time
ever on the
Juan
to
fourth trip
this year (I
still have
one to go
n e x t
month).
For
the
angler, new and old, the anticipation seems the same. For
those who have been there, you
always think about the big one
that got away on a previous trip.
For the new angler, you always
wonder if the stories of all the
big fish could really be true.
Either way, its fun to see everyone excited about the trip.
Heck, this year I think half of
the group beat me there by arriving the day before the official
trip started.
I made the trip this year with
Bill Thyng. We arrived on
Thursday by noon and after
checking in at Abe’s headed for
the river. We did stop at the
Dam Deli to grab a sandwich on
the way which went down in
world record time. Once we hit
the water, it didn’t take long to run into several
club members. Even listening from behind
him, how could you not recognize that familiar
Oklahoma voice of Billy Wingo? I’m not sure
if Billy had the fish surrounded or they had him
surrounded. Either way, there were tons of fish
rising all over the river. A few were even cooperative, which is always nice when you are

by Steve Berry

fishing a size 22 blue winged olive dry. The
evening was topped off by everyone hanging
out in the Horvath Hospitality Suite. A big
THANKS to Tom Horvath and his roommates
Skip and Larry for having everyone over.
The next morning it was game on! By 8am
the guides from Fisheads of the San Juan were
arriving and
everyone was
eager to get
g o i n g .
Although a
bit overcast,
the
temps
were mild
and all those
clouds made
for a great
hatch on the
water.
By
days end, I
don’t think I
heard a single story of a
“skunk” on
the river. I
did hear sto-

Sadly, Sunday soon showed up
and it was time to head for home.
The pictures and memories will
certainly hold us through to next
year’s trip. Start planning now
and we will save you a spot.
Steve Berry
Confessed San Juan Junkie

ries of the biggest or most fish I have ever
caught. I think we will all agree that catching
isn’t everything, but it sure adds to the fun. The
night was capped off by a great prime rib dinner filled with lots of good conversation and
tales of the day. The best part was we got to do
it all over again the following day. Well, minus
the prime rib. I guess you can’t have everything.

Fortunately, fishing has almost no public entertainment value,
and...I hope it will always remain free from pressure
of competition.
JAMES MINCHNER (1976)
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BIG FISH, SMILING DOGS, HAPPY PEOPLE
By Vince Deadmond

Silver Creek Show Low, AZ has
improved as a fishery every year,
and this year it seemed like more quality fish
were dispersed over a larger area. We found
larger fish in the lower sections as well as the
upper loop, and the honey hole. Silver Creek
is the home hatchery for the Apache Trout,
found only in the White Mountains of
Arizona. While you can fish Arizona's open
season year
round, Silver
Creek is just
open from
October 1
through
March 1. It
is a catch
and release
fishery, and
you can use
artificial
lures or flies
with a single
barbless
hook. This
would
be
one place to
fish to improve your chances of catching a
trophy Rainbow or Apache Trout.

Dave Weaver and David Whang joined me
for this fly fishing adventure. Valley residents can take the 202 and hit the Bush
Highway to the Bee Line Highway
AZ 87 to Payson. It was early and
we stopped at the Bee Line Cafe for
breakfast. It's the kind of place
where you would expect to find
good cafe food, and smiling dogs
lounging in the bed of a pick up
truck, while the owner has breakfast.
I have stopped there often and can
recommend everything on the menu.
After a quick breakfast we continued on the 260 to Show Low. If you
make the drive without stopping it is
a three hour drive.
Silver Creek is 5 miles east of Show Low
on highway 60. Turn north onto Bordon
Ranch Road for 5 miles to Hatchery Way
Road. You will come to an Arizona Game

and Fish parking lot. Normally I recommend you head up stream and pass through 3
gates before you begin your fishing, but this
year we found fish in the lower section and
in the loop above the main hole. So if you
would like a little solitude you can still find
it, and yes you may stand shoulder to shoulder at the main honey hole. The path is generally good when it's not muddy, or covered
with ice. I have fallen down and
rolled in the mud on this trail
more than once. As you head to
the upper end of
Silver Creek you
may notice that this
is an excellent place
to see water fowl
and other birds.
On the way to the
main hole Dave
Weaver stopped at
some fishy looking
water in the lower
section and cast to a
fish that took his fly
and kept going. I
was ahead of Dave
and heard "Fish on!" the scream
of the reel, and "He's gone!"
We were off to a good
start. Silver Creek is
spring fed, and when I
have fished it the water level has
been consistent. This is one of those
happy places where people bring
their kids,
dogs,
and
are eager to
show you a
picture
of
the fish they
just caught.
It's amazing
how happy
people can
get
when
they catch a
few big fish. The
fish that we hooked
that day were 20 inch fish and larger. In past

years my personal best was an 18 inch fish.
Several fish were caught that would go 22
inches, and people have landed larger fish.

When the fish are on, almost any trout fly
will catch fish. I had a good day of catching,
but not so good at landing. I was using 7x
tippet (quite small) and I was getting the 8
second wild rodeo ride before the fish would
break me off. I was using a size 22 trico
spinner, and getting many hook ups. Dave
Weaver caught most of his fish on a size 16
blood red Wooly Bugger. David Whang
caught fish on a Stimulator, while other fishermen around us were using other flies and
catching fish.

The big fish kept us on the water later than
we expected, but all good things must come
to an end, we started talking about green chili
cheese burgers, onion
rings, and french fries.
We loaded up the truck
and headed for the Red
Onion in Heber where
we congratulated ourselves for catching big
fish, encountering smiling dogs, and generally
being happy people.
Vince Deadmond The
Fly Fishing Hardware
Guy can be reached at
Best Hardware, 237 N
Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ,
vince@ajbest.com or 480-982-7461 for more
fish stories.

2009 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bob Harrison- President
Tyler Stone-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Richard Hall- Secretary

OUTINGS- 2009
November 13, 14, 15, 2009
Rocky Point Trip

December 9, 2009
DFC Banquet and Raffle

Doc Nickel/Host

Outings- Darin Taverna
Programs- Mark Lucht
Program Committee
Cinda Howard, Tyler Stone

ROCKY POINT OUTING- NOVEMBER 13, 14, 15, 2009

Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
Education- David Hwang
Education Committee
Tom Horvath
Conservation- Mark Donahoo
Conservation Committee
Bill Batchelor, Richard Hall
TU/FFF Liaison- Yet to be appointed
Videos & Books- Gary Cohen
Raffles- Don Cramer
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large- Doc Nickel

ROCKY POINT INFO...
Call Vince Deadmond at: 480-982-7461
Doc Nickel at: 480-857-0381

CH
KEEP IN TOU BER 11, 2009
e NOVEM
...See you at thFC meeting!
D

MAIL TO:
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

☛

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

