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DFC White Mountains Extravaganza
June 19-21, 2009

JUNE MEETING:

Wednesday,
June 10, 2009
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

Here we are on the doorstep of June and it's once again it's time for the Desert Fly Casters White
Mountain Extravaganza. This year's outing will be held at Winn Campground (GPS Lat 33.96778, Long 109.48417) near Lee Valley Reservoir. We have reserved the group campground and the cost per car per night is
$10. The two sites that accommodate the group area can accommodate up to 50 people each and include the following facilities: 63 units, tents, trailers and motor homes up to 45 feet, campground hosts, fire rings and grills,
drinking water, picnic tables and vault toilets.
From Show Low/Pinetop/Lakeside/ take State Rt. 260 east to the Big Lake sign (State Rt. 273). Turn right (south)
onto Rt. 273 and go 10.7 miles to campground sign (Forest Rt. 554). Turn left onto Rt. 554 and go 1.2 miles to the
campground. NOTE: State Rt. 273 is intermittently dirt and paved. Forest Rt. 554 is dirt.
For more information go to: http://www.forestcamping.com/dow/southwst/apchcmp.htm#winn
You can also call the Springerville Ranger District of the Apache National Forest at 928-333-4372.
We will have access to several lakes from the campground, both on and off the White Mountain Apache Reservation.
If you fish lakes OFF the Reservation, you'll just need your AZ fishing license. If you plan on fishing the lakes ON
the Reservation, you'll need a Reservation Fishing License. If you come through Show Low you can get them at the
fly shop Hondah Ski & Sport at the Hondah Casino on your way out of Pinetop
on 260. I'll try to have the name of the shop by the June meeting along with up to date fire restriction information.
A sign-up sheet will be available at the meeting along with maps on how to get to the campground. I will also need
volunteers to help any newcomers to lake fishing get rigged up and figure out where to go. I will be at Winn
Campground on Friday and I'll have the club banners up as soon as I can. On Saturday we will have a potluck chili
cook-out and a crawfish boil, so bring along your best chili to contribute to the meal.
If you have any questions you can either e-mail me at: gwenora@wcradio.com or call my cell at 602.738.8801
or ask me at the meeting.
Tight lines,
Mike Yavello, Co-Host

DFC JUNE PROGRAM....
Our speaker this month is Cinda Howard. She will be doing a presentation on fishing the
White Mountains of Arizona. The presentation will include locations, technique, and gear. Cinda
is the Fishing Manager at the Orvis store in Scottsdale and the past DFC President for the last 5
years. She is a casting and flyfishing school instructor, local guide, and expert on fishing in
Arizona. This will be a primer for the upcoming White Mountain Extravaganza and should be very
informative.
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FAMILY, FRIENDS, FLY FISHING, AND FISH DOGS
by Vince Deadmond

BOOK REVIEW
by Bill Batchelor

I have been truly blessed, my family allows
me to fly fish, and encourages me to do so. If I hang
around the house too long my wife says those three
little words I long to hear, “You go fish.” I can’t
remember a time when my Mom and Dad didn’t fish.
Even today they still enjoy catching a few fish. Mom
said she fished everyday before I was born. My three
daughters have been around fishing for as long as they
can remember. The family vacation always involves
some fishing, and usually one big fish fry.
Fishing friends envy how often I get to go fishing,
and were not surprised that I was fly fishing the
Mogollon Rim Mothers Day weekend. Friday afternoon on the way up to the Rim we stopped at the Bear
Flats camp ground, and fished Tonto Creek. We
hiked, rock hopped, and climbed our way towards the
Hell’s Gate Wilderness Area. Take note of the name,
this is not a hike for everyone. The primitive camp
ground was full of tent campers, with families. I
thought how wonderful, get those kids outside camping, fishing, birding, with no cell phones or computers, this generation might make it.
Many of the small streams on the Rim look alike
and fishing with a two or three weight rod is plenty for
the 6 inch Rainbows that I was catching. I did catch
a trophy 12 inch Rainbow on a Stimulator that I was
hopping on the water like a grass hopper. Some times
I used an Elk Hair Caddis with a bead head hares ear
nymph dropper tied 12 inches below the Caddis, from
the bend of the hook. I caught several fish that afternoon and about half went for the dry fly while the
other half took the nymph.
Chevelon Lake is only 23 miles from Woods
Canyon Lake, but the road is so bumpy and rough it
took us about two hours to drive in and out again.
Once we reached the trail head we hiked the 3/4 mile
down to the lake. We packed our U-boats, fishing
gear, lots of water, and tried not to twist or break any-

thing on the way in or out. It was calm early, but later
in the day the wind picked up and made the fishing
more difficult. My dreams of catching lots of large
Brown Trout were not realized this trip. I did catch
one small 13 inch Rainbow while my buddy Joe landed a Brown, a Rainbow, and one Sucker.
Picking the family dog is as close to choosing a
family member as you will ever get. Last fall we lost
our 14 year old wiener dog Fritz. He could tell when
I was going fishing and would sulk if he didn’t get to
go. When my daughter Stefani came home with a 7
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week old Bluetick Coonhound pup I saw the potential
for another fish dog buddy. The new dog, Charli
began to train her family almost immediately with just
a few barked commands. Yesterday, Charli made her
first trip to the Lower Salt River, and I have the feeling that she will be making many more trips. Stay
tuned for the fly fishing adventures of Charlie the fish
dog.

Ashurst Lake...Follow-up
Mark Lucht, Dave Weaver, Mike Yavello and I all
met up at Ashurst Lake campground on Friday
night, set up camp and walked over to the edge of
the lake to start some shore fishing. We worked a
small section of the lake and Mike caught the only
fish that night. Mike and I had our campfire fare,
and Mark cooked up a pizza in his camper on his
pizza stone (anyone who has camped with Mark
knows he is quite the
camp chef). Mark shared
his gourmet pizza with
everyone.
Saturday
morning we packed up
and drove about a half a
mile to the small lake
behind Ashurst and
waded in to fish for pike.
We caught many small
pike and a couple medium sized about 16-18
inches.
Saturday afternoon
we fished for trout and did well, many of us catching over 20 fish for the afternoon. It was a nice day
warm and the trout were biting just below the surface (1-2 feet). We were all using Woolly Buggers
and dropping different nymphs. Most fish were bit-

with Gary Cohen

ing at the bugger. We met up with Phil Click on the
lake. Phil had quite a trek up from the valley; having had two flat tires on his motor home he did not
make it up until Saturday mid-day. We heard that
someone on the lake did catch a 28 inch or 10lb
pike. The lake was pleasantly calm all day and
there was not much wind at all, which is odd at
Ashurst. The sun was out all day and it was warm,
some even wet waded.
After a full day of
fishing we cooked up some
steaks, chicken and jambalaya and had some great stories around the campfire.
Sunday morning some went
fishing while the others
packed up and headed back
to Phoenix. The people who
kept fishing caught 10-15
fish in a couple of hours in
the morning.

Dead Boogie is for the fly fishing enthusiast
who likes to mix in a little mystery with their
fishing. A short cut home on an abandoned
road led to a big surprise for a Forest Service
employee when he found a wrecked car in
the road with three dead women inside. Doc
Osborne got a call from Chief Law Farris to
help her out by finding Ray Pratt, his neighbor local fishing guide, and get to the scene
of the accident. Lew needed Doc to help
identify the victims and have Ray begin taking pictures of the scene.
Much to Doc's surprise when he arrived at
the scene he recognized Peg Gamin, a local
resident, with a rather shady reputation as
one of the victims. He also realized the
deaths were from gunshot wounds and not
caused by the wreck. Peg had been Ray's
friend for years and he was shattered at the
news and determined to find the killer.
It comes as no surprise to some and complete shock to others to learn of Peg’s death.
Ray and Doc are forced to put their personal
feelings aside to help Lew solve this murder
in a small lake near Loon Lake. To top it off it
is the middle of the tourist season so they
have to act quick before any possible suspects head home from their vacation.
A few family secrets are brought unwilling
to the surface that certain members are
ready to do anything to keep buried and at
any cost. It is soon discovered that Peg not
only was an heiress but also had a son. The
three women were connected with their once
a week Karaoke outings as well as the fact
that they had all been patients of a plastic
surgeon. Peg was in the process of filing suit
against the surgeon malpractice.
This was an enjoyable, easy read by
Victoria Houston and one of seven in the
Loon Lake mystery series that I plan to read
more of and hope to review in newsletters to
come.
Bill
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Annual San Juan Outing, October 22-25. 2009
When we think of the San Juan River what comes to mind is big fish, good
fun, good food, and good company. This has always been a well attended outing and this year shouldn’t be any different. There are over 15,000
fish per mile and the average fish is 17”. This river will rival all other western rivers for quantities of big trout.
This trip includes two full days with a guide, 3 nights lodging, and a
prime rib dinner. We will arrive on Thursday, fish with the guides on Friday
and Saturday and come home Sunday. This year you will have your choice
of wading, floating, or doing a combination wade and float trip. There are
2 restaurants on the river for dinner and breakfast and the guides will provide lunch.
The cost is an unbelievable low price of $500. A deposit of $250 is
required to hold your spot and the balance will be due on or before the
September meeting.
Cancellation policy: To obtain a refund, cancellations must to be made
prior to the September meeting (9-9-09). After this date, your will only be
refunded if you can find a replacement.
We will start taking deposits at the June meeting so bring your checkbook
(cash works too).
Cinda Howard
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bob Harrison- President
Tyler Stone-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Richard Hall- Secretary
Outings- Darin Taverna
Programs- Mark Lucht
Program Committee
Cinda Howard, Tyler Stone
Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
Education- David Hwang
Education Committee
Tom Horvath
Conservation- Mark Donahoo
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OUTINGS- 2009
June 20-21, 2009
Extravaganza (White Mountains)
July x-x, 2009
Lee’s Ferry

Aug x-x, 2009
Canyon Creek or San Diego
October 22nd-25th, 2009
San Jaun Trip

PLEASE NOTE: Your DFC Board is working on the above dates and destinations- as you can see we are still working
on details along with “hosts” to head up each outing. Yes, we need volunteers for this and any help is always appreciated. We’ll stay in touch with you via this newsletter and our DFC web site. Any questions please call and/or e-mail the
following: Darin Taverna at: darizona7@hotmail.com. Bob Harrison at: 480-735-9743 or Mark Lucht at: 480807-9060. This column will be updated as plans are formulated and final. Thank you.

SPECIAL NOTE:
Part 2 of Myers & Rosser Go Bone Fishing to Christmas Island
will appear in a future DFC Newsletter.

TU/FFF Liaison- Yet to be appointed
Videos & Books- Gary Cohen
Raffles- Don Cramer
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large- Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com
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