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Have you made it to the local lakes for your Bass fishing fix? It is the time to be there. The reports are
that the fish are on the beds and can be taken from the bank or from a pontoon. You may even have an advantage
over the boats in the brushy areas of Roosevelt.
If it is trout you are after, the closest are in the urban lakes or lower Salt River. The trout fishing at the urban lakes
won’t last much longer. AZ G&F started stocking catfish mid March. There are reports that some of the town lakes
in the White Mountains are open. It is a matter of time before the other lakes are fishable. With the snowpack, we
can expect streams to be high later than normal but that is a problem we like to have. It delays the summer doldrums
when water temperatures get too high for good fishing. Of course there is also San Juan and Lees Ferry
At the April meeting in addition to our program on fishing in the San Diego area, we will have a special presentation on Casting for Recovery. The club has supported this group for a number of years. We have approved a donation of $500 plus up to another $500 with matching contributions from members. Please bring along a little extra to
help them out. Kitty Wiemelt has an article later in the newsletter with more details and I think donations of more
than $20 will get you a CFR cap or box of flies. If anyone would like to tie up some flies to donate to them for the
future, I have some material and hooks that were given to me. Check with me if you have some patterns in mind
and I may have material for them.
It has been a busy month. The club has had something going every weekend since the Dead Horse State Park outing. I would like to thank all the people that have helped with these events. As host of the stream side class at the
Salt River, I want to thank Tom Horvath and Dan Murtaugh for helping out. It really helps to have a few extras in
the club helping with the events. The board is always looking for volunteers to help out with events. Darin can especially use some help with volunteers to host the outings we have planned. You should see the list later in the newsletter of the outings planned and which still need someone to host.
If you haven’t heard we have beginning tying classes, rod building classes going on now and just finished the
beginning casting classes at Kiwanis Park. Coming up in April is the Point of Pines outing. It is a great outing to
tune up your timing for setting the hook. The fish tend to only bump the fly or hit is very lightly. You have to pay
attention and react quickly or it is another tale of the one that got away. The May outing will be going to Ashurst
Lake where you can go after trout or possibly try something different and use big streamers to entice the Pike. You
should also check the website discussion board to see if anyone is working on an informal outing.
Enough for now. See you on the water or at the next meeting. Remember, Stolie will be on the grill so you can
arrive a little early and get dinner.
Bob Harrison, DFC President

DFC APRIL PROGRAM....
Our speaker at the April meeting is Scott Leon. He is a guide out of San Diego. Meeting
is on April 8, 2009.Scott Leon is a USCG licensed captain and has been fishing his entire
life. He has been fortunate enough to fish all over the world. He has tournament fished for billfish all over the
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Atlantic, Caribbean and Mexico and has fly-fished in just about every kind of water available, from streams to
open ocean. He has held several world and state records for various species caught on fly and is an awardwinning writer and photographer and the former editor for Fly Fishing in Salt Waters magazine as well as an
editor for Marlin magazine. He continues to write and contribute to a number of fishing magazines and Web
sites.
Scott has also taught fly-casting for the past six years, privately and in conjunction with
Jon Cave at Seminole Community College in Lake Mary, Florida as well as at Jon B.
Cave’s Fly Fishing School in Oveido, Florida -- the oldest fly-fishing school in the south
and one of the oldest in the country. Scott has appeared on several TV shows, including
Gulf South Outdoors, and has hosted trips and schools around the U.S. and the Bahamas.
While Scott enjoys all forms of fly-fishing, he has been described as having an “Ahabish”
obsession with yellowfin tuna and has chased them around the world searching for the
elusive 100-pounder.
Services
Paradigm Shift is available for virtually any charter need, including tournaments. We also can arrange special trips
to the Baja, Louisiana (for yellowfin and blackfin tuna), Mississippi (for rig fishing for snapper, cobia and amberjack)
or almost any other location you prefer. We also take whale watching and site-seeing cruises as well. Rates depend
on the charter and location and are priced upon request.
Scott also teaches casting and fly tying and private or group lessons can be arranged.
https://www.paradigmshiftcharters.com/

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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Casting for Recovery....To Fish is to Hope
Notes and Thoughts from Kitty Wiemelt- DFC Trout Bum....

S

even years ago, an idea crystallized in the
minds and hearts of a few women in
Arizona. Having a passion for fly-fishing,
we caught the vision that began on the east coast
in 1996. A vision that was born of hope….a
vision that we could bring peace & serenity to fellow women who have traversed the desolate
desert of breast cancer and who have survived.
Casting for Recovery (CFR) is a no-cost, two and
a half day retreat for breast cancer survivors
where we get the privilege of passing on our passion for fly-fishing.

Creating an atmosphere for physical and mental
healing, the retreats provide psychological and
counseling support, while gathering in beautiful

Desert Fly Casters have once again
stepped up to the plate and shown their loving
support of this venture. DFC has agreed to match
up to $500 in donations for the Casting
for Recovery retreat. At the April meeting, we will have a past attendee who
has experienced the wonderful affects of
CFR and the results of your generosity
tell us about what the experience has
meant to her. Thank you for your help
and support.
More information:
Website: www.castingforrecovery.org
Local fund raising contact:
Kitty Wiemelt (480) 329-6996
kitty@kittywiemelt.com

This May 15-18, women from all points of the
state will come to spend a weekend in the beautiful and pastoral setting of The Greer Lodge
Resort in the little alpine village of Greer. They
come together to share a dichotomy of interests
from fly-fishing to the survival of breast cancer.
How does this happen? Each survivor simply has
to go on-line and apply at www.castingforrecovery.org. On March 6th this year, 14 women were
randomly chosen from that list to attend this fantastic weekend. Fourteen women wait with baited
breath to see if they are one of the lucky ones.
By the end of 2008, this therapeutic support
and educational program had served over 3500
women from Maine to Alaska to Ireland. In 2009
over 500 more will attend 43 retreats in 28 states.

and natural surroundings to learn fly fishing. In
Arizona, there is a group of 11 women who volunteer their time to make this happen and numerous others who help to make the event happen.
The transition from the hectic chaos of every
day living to the quiet serenity of the mountain
streams is healing in itself. Then you add the caring concern and monetary gifts that many individuals have given in order to enable just one
more person to attend this retreat is an additional
healing. When there is the feeling of support in
this very personal journey, there is a much better
chance of making it through and getting to the
other side of breast cancer.
Like most CFR programs, the
Arizona program depends upon taxdeductible contributions from the local
community and the continuing support
of retreat facilities. Plans continue for
additional retreats and alumni events to
help reach many more women. You too
can be part of this life-changing experience for someone.
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Myers and Rosser Go Bone Fishing to Christmas Island
Article coming next month on Gerry and Charlie's bone fishing trip to Christmas
Island. And if that won't be enough we are preparing a power point slide show
to present at an upcoming monthly meeting. You don't want to miss this and
see the pictures of the big bone fish we caught.
Will also have pictures of the trevally's we caught. I imagine there will be lots
of fish stories told about fish caught and the big ones that got away.
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POINT OF PINES DFC CLUB OUTING • APRIL 24-26, 2009
Mark Lucht, Host • lucht@email.com
Note: Saturday dinner will be provided by the club

Fees: San Carlos Indian Reservation Fishing permit ($10 per day) required for those that will be fishing. Camping or
recreation permit is required for others up for the day or weekend. This can be bought at Basha’s in San Carlos or in
Globe at the Express Stop.
Directions from Apache Junction to Point of Pines- Distance from Apache Junction is about 135 miles. To get there
take US 60 to Globe. US 70 from Globe to turn off on Indian Rd 8. after turning off onto Rd 8, Follow road signs to Point
of Pines Lake. GPS location at lake: N33 22.011 W109 47.759
The club will furnish the meat for dinner on Saturday night. Anyone attending is requested to bring a side dish to share.
Wood for a campfire for Friday and Saturday would also be good. This is a really great outing for beginners to get
pointers on lake fishing. A float tube or pontoon is recommended but there are several places in the lake that can be
fished from shore. Waders are needed for float tube or wading.
An Intermediate or Type II sinking line is the preferred fly line.
Flies that work there: Semi Seal Leeches in olive, & brown, Green Weenies, PT Nymphs, Prince Nymphs. All the various flies for still water in Arizona.
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POINT OF PINES • FLIES
....From David Hwang’s Fly Bench
Below is a listing of flies that have worked at Point of
pines in previous years.
Typically the mornings and afternoons were streamers
on sinking line.
Just before sunset, there is a pretty awesome Dry fly
hatch, so bring your light gear and fish dries from the
shore.
General
• Simi-seal leach • Wooly bugger
• Denny Rickard special • Chironomid
• Green Weenie
Dries
• Griffith gnat • Parachute adams
• Loop – wing adams

Wooly Bugger
When in doubt, fish a wooly bugger. This can be
fished slow or quickly on sinking line. If you
only have floating line, use a weighted fly or put
on a few split shots.

by Bill Batchelor

Griffith Gnat
Fished as a dry fly. Use a little bit of floatant this
has been an incredible fly, just before sunset,
when they start to take dry flies.

“Casting a Spell”
by George Black
2006 Random House
$23.95 Hardcover

Chironomids. When the weather is cold,
this can be nymphed underneath a strike indicator or dry fly.

Variation of a sparkle emerger.
Simi-Seal leach

BOOK REVIEW

The can be fished like a wet fly or streamer.

This was my favorite fly in the previous year.
Fished with slow strips on sinking line, this caught
my larger fish in the mornings. When the trout get
aggressive, this can also work with faster retrieves.

Cat Fishing with a Fly Rod

April 2009 DFC Newsletter
This was a wonderful book about a man’s love for the
cane fly rod and the journey it has taken in American history and craftsmanship. George’s first experiences his
first bamboo rod when in Oklahoma he buys a specimen
for $87.50 cash. He took it into his local fly shop and the
owner proceeds to tell him it’s a piece of junk, not even
made out of the right cane.
George is fascinated by the history of the American
cane rod and travels the world to trace the roots of fly
fishing in America and the artisans that perfected the art
of bamboo rod building. From Western Maine to China
where the species of bamboo is grown known as tea
stick. Struggling craftsmen like Edwards and Leonard
struggle to keep their craft sacred and personal, while
others like Carlson and Payne struggle with China trade
embargo’s to obtain the only raw material necessary to
create the perfect rod.
George takes you on a journey rewarded with personal interviews with these artisans, some from family
members and others with the men themselves.
The bamboo fly rod in an American art and with the
help of Hoagy Carmichael the process for creating bamboo split rods is published to the world and now anyone
with the skills or desire is able to recreate these true
works of art.
Building a cane rod is all about perfection and
George tells you the continuing story with the likes of
Glenn Brackett, Jerry Kustich, and Jeff Walker who are
enduring that pursuit in their Sweetgrass rod shop in
Twin Bridges, Montana.

David Hwang

There are some fly anglers that think trout is the only species that should be on the end of a fly line. That definitely isn’t me. I’m the type of angler that really isn’t too selective
as to what I hook up, aside from the fact that it gives a good fight. So aside from trout, I’ve fished for bass, tilapia, carp, a variety of salt water
species, sunfish, pike, pickerel, oscars, and even cats.
Like most fly anglers, I’ve learned the value of practicing my cast when not on the water and learning the best properties of rod while on the
lawn or driveway. So after work one day, I was out on my driveway with a little piece of red yarn on the end of my 5wt rod. I made repeated
casts, all the way to my neighbor’s yard and did quick strips so I could get enough line in to start my next cast. One of my casts landed softly
next my neighbor’s car and just as I started to strip my line in, a gray and white striped cat jumped out from underneath the car and attacked my
yarn.
Now I’ll say that there really wasn’t much of a run or struggle but that cat stayed on top of that yarn and refused to let go, no matter how much
pressure I put on the rod. It had my 5 wt bent over and started to chew on the yarn before letting go. Out of gut reaction, I checked around to
make sure that no one was watching, especially my neighbor that owns the cat, and then adjusted my yarn and made another cast. At some points
it just watched with interest, at other times, it chased the yarn and made several strikes that ended up in misses. All in all, I had about a dozen
hook ups (really, I didn’t have a hook on it) but never managed to land a single cat.
As sad as it is, the neighbor’s cat has taught me a lot of good lessons as cats have the same predatory instincts as some of the bass I often target and they’re not too selective as
to the size or color of the yarn. They do seem to care about the type of retrieve and they love to ambush the yarn from a good hiding place rather than chase from great distances.
This has become my weekly ritual with the cat and it readily comes over whenever I open the garage door and just make a few casts to the same area. It’s not a bad alternative
when I can’t get on the water but I’m still careful to lookout for my neighbors. The last thing I want is the animal rights group to show up at my house.
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ALMOST TRUE FISH STORY

by Vince Deadmond

Musky! Canyon Lake! If a picture is worth a thousand words, and a Musky is a fish of a thousand casts, this
must be quite a fish story. I am sure I have everyone’s attention that has ever taken a dip in Canyon Lake, and
all of the folks from Minnesota and Wisconsin that has ever fished for Musky.
Yes, I really did catch that fish, and I do fish Canyon Lake. Where did I catch that fish you ask? Upper
lip, I reply. Oh, you mean like GPS coordinates? Some fishermen will go to extreme measures, so as not to
divulge a favorite fishing hole. I have been sworn to secrecy about certain areas to fish, and I have administered the oath to others. Fishermen can be selective about the details they pass along, and some fishing spots
you just don’t want to share with others.
When you look at the picture, and recognize Canyon Lake, and the local fly fisher holding a little Musky,
it would be easy to be lulled into thinking this picture was for real. But, as a skeptic you are probably thinking, there is something fishy about the picture. You would be right! This lake and this fish were never together at the same time. No, really! Arizona Game and Fish did not stock Musky in Canyon Lake in order to control those pesky five pound Large Mouth Bass that have plagued the lake. Game and Fish are not selling
Trophy Musky Tags. Old Vince just had some help with Photo Shop on the computer.
The simple truth is their are no Musky in Canyon Lake. All I was trying to do was, to show my brotherin-law my Musky without giving up the location in Wisconsin. I was also trying to come up with a clever
way to wish you a Happy April Fools Day! Vince Deadmond the Fly Fishing Hardware guy can be reached at vince@ajbest.com or at Best Hardware 237 N
Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ or 480-982-7461 for more fish stories.

2009 DFC Casting Clinic

Special thanks to the FFF casting instructors for donating their time for
the club. Thank you Chuck Green, Randy Mandt, and Dito Ladd

And, from our DFC E-mail bag.....
From: Tiffensdad
To: Harrn7963
Sent: 3/22/2009 9:00:58 A.M. US Mountain Standard Time
Subj: Casting clinic at Kiwanis park
I would like to thank the club and its members for the casting clinic they
put on at Kiwanis Park on 3/21. My wife and I attended and had a wonderful time. We were highly impressed with the friendliness of the people
as well as their knowledge and ability to pass that knowledge on to
neophites who were starting at a point of wondering which end of the rod
was which.

We are very happy with the progress we made in our casting but
beyond that we are greatly impressed with the club and the members
present. The event was handled well, which looked to be quite a challange considering everything that was going on in the park at the time.
I look forward to becoming involved with your club more when we
return to Az in the fall (snowbirds) as next year we will actually have time
to participate in much more of the activities presented in the area.
Please pass on our thanks to everyone who made our experience such
a happy one.
Jerry and Meredith

2009 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bob Harrison- President
Tyler Stone-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Richard Hall- Secretary
Outings- Darin Taverna
Programs- Mark Lucht
Program Committee
Cinda Howard, Tyler Stone
Retail - Larry Kivela
Membership- Dave Weaver
Education- David Hwang

OUTINGS- 2009
Apr 25-26, 2009
Point of Pines (Mark Lucht is host)
May 16-17, 2009
Ashurst Lake (Gary Cohen is host)
Jun 20-21, 2009
Extravaganza (White Mountains)
July x-x, 2009
Lee’s Ferry

Aug x-x, 2009
Canyon Creek or San Diego
Oct x-x, 2009
San Juan Trip
Oct 30-Nov 1, 2009
Rocky Point Trip
Dec 9, 2009
DFC Banquet and Raffle

Education Committee
Tom Horvath

Raffles- Don Cramer
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Member at Large- Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

A DFC Heads-Up for May...
May Outing - Ashurst Lake
This is a fun trip, your opportunity to catch either Pike or Trout or Both in the same lake. We had a great
time last year and caught a lot of fish. Dates are May 15-17. There are many great campsites and hotels
in the area. There will be a flier and sign up sheet at the April Monthly Meeting. Trip Coordinator is Gary
Cohen and he can be reached at: 602-380-6893 or underwaterbird@gmail.com.

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Videos & Books- Gary Cohen

☛

TU/FFF Liaison- Yet to be appointed

PLEASE NOTE: Your DFC Board is working on the above dates and destinations- as you
can see we are still working on details along with “hosts” to head up each outing. Yes, we need
volunteers for this and any help is always appreciated. We’ll stay in touch with you via this
newsletter and our DFC web site. Any questions please call and/or e-mail the following:
Darin Taverna at: darizona7@hotmail.com. Bob Harrison at: 480-735-9743 or Mark
Lucht at: 480-807-9060. This column will be updated as plans are formulated and final.
Thank you.

MAIL TO:

Conservation Committee
Bill Batchelor, Richard Hall

CH
KEEP IN TOU ary 11, 2009
e Febru
...See you at th
DFC meeting!

Conservation- Mark Donahoo

