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elcome back to Desert Fly Casters for February 2009. As I mentioned at the
January meeting, I held the President position for a couple terms several years ago. I forgot
how many questions that people have and keeping it all straight. Participation from the membership is what makes it all click. Questions about plans for bass locations, fishing the rim, who will
do the tying classes, a contact on fishing Kodiak Alaska are among those that stick in my mind. I welcome this type of input. The board needs to know what the membership is interested in doing. We are
busy trying to get everything laid out on the calendar. One thing that is lacking is hosts for outings. If
there is someplace you want to go and would like to help with locating camp site, providing details
and setting up signs to help everyone find it. Ask away. Expect some counter questions about how you
would help. You can use the web site, private mail through the website, email me at the email address
elsewhere in the newsletter or give a call.
If you haven’t been on the website lately, you should give it a check. Bill has been able to add several things recently. The calendar provides a great visual for the activities planned. Keep in mind most
of the activities beyond March are still in the planning stage. There is also some traffic that the photo
gallery will be operational in near future.
What did everyone think about the idea of a foundation presented at the January meeting? Personally
I think it is a great idea. Helping with the Canyon Creek restoration in the late 80’s was one of the
things that kept my interest is being a member of the club. Our participation is essential to have any
chance of special regulations that keep those large trout in the lake. Follow up with Mark Donohoo
with any ideas you have or areas you can help out.
As a preview to all the other club activities in the near future:
The February program will be Mike Kaul from Pinedale Wyoming. I don’t want to steal Mark
Lucht’s thunder with details but you can expect some pictures of great water and really nice Cut Throat
trout. The February outing at Dead Horse State Park has become a favorite winter fishing outing for
the club. It is convenient to get there but if you need help with a ride get with Darin or Steve Berry to
see who else has planned to go. There are usually a few spare float tubes, flies and other equipment if
you need help getting started. Fly tying classes are back. Check the tying Corner for more information. The ISE show is coming up at the end of February. David Hwang can use more help covering the
booth. It is easy to do. Ask if people walking by are interested in fly fishing and telling programs, outings and education that we can provide.
We are still working with American Legion to get the grill available. If they aren’t able to get someone to cook we will have pizza by the slice.
If anyone hasn’t heard, Rocky Minster has been in the hospital and can use all the well wishes you
can send.
Of course I am sure I have forgotten something - send an email or call me or post on website
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FEBRUARY MEETING:

Wednesday,
February 11, 2009
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

Bob Harrison, DFC President
Harrn7963@aol.com

DFC FEBRUARY PROGRAM....
MIKE KAUL will be our honored DFC Trout Bum speaker...
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Mike is from Pinedale, Wyoming, which is located at the foot of the Wind River Mountains and the Bridger
Wilderness. This area produces the headwaters of a multitude of outstanding trout streams to include the
renowned Green and New Fork Rivers. Mike has taken every opportunity in the past 40 some years to
chase these wily trout with a fly rod. Starting under the tutelage of his grandfather at age 8, Mike studied
and practiced the fly fishing craft with great zeal. He introduced fly-fishing to many individuals of all ages
and backgrounds over the years and enjoys working with beginners who want to learn the art of fly-casting and fly-fishing. Mike, a Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Casting Instructor, conducts a fly fishing
school and guides walk/wade fly fishing trips in the Pinedale area. In the off season, Mike presents slide
shows on fly-fishing and conducts casting clinics for fishing clubs and other recreational organizations.
He also teaches fly casting classes for beginning and intermediate students in conjunction with city recreation departments and YMCA organizations (More about Mike on DFC page 4 of this issue).
Also see web sites www.flyfishingwyomingwinds.com and www.2rivers.net

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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FLY FISHING ALMANAC 2009
By Vince Deadmond

....From the Riffles
Attention DFC
Trout Bums!!!!
Back by popular demand is
one of our favorite annual
speakers. Jeff Currier, well
known fly fishing adventure
traveler, writer, photographer
and artist will be the speaker
for our March 2009 club
meeting.
Jeff is recently
back from another one of his
unheard of fishing trips and
you won’t believe the stories
behind it. Amongst all the
other craziness, he also managed to catch a world record
Mahseer in the rivers of
Northern India.

Vince with a small Carp, the bigger ones objected to having their picture taken.
our fly fishing prospects look
better than any economic forecast I have seen for 2009. Fishing
locally has been a rich experience for me
already in this first quarter. If you would
like to increase your fishing enjoyment,
invest some time in tying some rubber
legged olive wooly buggers, and a few
Clouser Minnows. A valuable resource
close to home that many overlook is the
Lower Salt River. By the time you read this
I will have fished the Salt a half dozen times
this year. The Lower Salt offers the fly fisher an opportunity to practice skills. Tactics
for fishing the Salt include dry fly fishing,
dead drifting, casting poppers, and stripping
buggers and Clousers.
One can leverage their fishing fun by
including another fisherman. This gives you
the option of leaving one vehicle down
stream while you fish and float down to your
next take out. Using a pontoon boat is a
quiet, and enjoyable way to fish and see wild
life. On a recent trip we spotted a Bald
Eagle and his large nest. One favorite trip,
this time of year is from Phon D Sutton to
Granite Reef, this is about three miles on the
road, and about 4 miles of river. Usually this
trip will take 5 hours if we are not in a hurry.
You can use almost any fly fishing equipment you have to fish the Salt. I have used
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my 3 weight, 4 weight, 6 weight and even
my 8 weight fly rod. No, you won’t need the
8 weight for the stocker trout, but if you target the large carp you will want a big stick.
This year after several trips I have caught
Trout, Large Mouth Bass, Carp, Sucker,
Blue Gill, and Crappie. While the Trout
fishing can be fun, if you visit the river
shortly after the stocking truck, you can get
skunked if you arrive just before the truck is
due to deliver another load of fish. I encourage you to explore and get away from the
stocking areas and fish for wild fish. Fishing
more often, close to home will sharpen your
skills, and when that big destination trip
comes up, you will have the confidence that
comes with time on the water.
This time of year fishermen rule the Salt,
one can fish anytime and all day long. Later
the tubers take over the river, and you will
have lots of company. Tubers generally
don’t use the river early and late in the day,
and for most fisherman this is a good time to
go fishing. Get out and go fishing, hope to
see you on the water soon!
Vince Deadmond the fly fishing hardware guy can be reached at
vince@ajbest.com • 480 982 7461, or at
Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail
Apache Junction, AZ for more fishing
stories.

Because of the dates of the
ISE show this year, we had to
move our meeting up one
week and a day in order to
get Jeff to hang around and
do his presentation. So here
is the info. Please note the
changes. We would hate to
have a good time without
you!

Desert Flycasters
March Meeting
Tuesday
March 3rd 2009
at 7:00 PM
Normal
meeting location

Once an angler,
always a fisherman.
If we cannot have
the best, we will take
the least, and fish for
minnows if nothing
better is to be had.
THEODORE GORDON
(1912)
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Rod Building Class
Don’t miss out on this special offered by
our own Trout Bum, Dave Weaver!
Rod building classes for members will start
Thursday February 12 and meet on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings for the next 2 weeks. You
can build your own fly rod. It’s easy and rewarding. I’ll help you determine the blank and other
items to purchase for as little as $60. Join in the
fun and sign up at the meeting or call me on my
cell: 480-495-2983.

ANNUAL BANQUET • STORE THANK YOU’S!!!!!!!
We want to give special recognition to all the outdoor gear stores that
participated in our Christmas Raffle:

Arizona Fly Fishing • Orvis • Bass Pro Shop
Cabela's • Sportsmans Warehouse
ALL these stores participate and support our club, so next time you are shopping, please say Hello to the Fly Fishing manager and let them know you are a
DFC club member and we appreciate them!!!!!
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MIKE KAHL

TYING CORNER

WYOMING’S CUTT-SLAM
(A POWER POINT
PRESENTATION)

Favorites and Recipes from Bob Harrison’s Fly Tying Bench

Western Wyoming is home to four
sub-species of the venerable cutthroat trout. The Wyoming Game
and Fish Department designed a
program to develop appreciation
and support for the management of
this magnificent trout specie. Any
angler can participate in this program by catching each one of these
four sub-species in its native range,
documenting it with a photograph,
providing information on the date
and location of the catch and then
send this data to the Department of
Wyoming Game and Fish. The
department processes this information and provides the angler with a
beautiful certificate commemorating this unique accomplishment.
Mike Kaul who grew up in this
cutthroat habitat area and fished for
two of these sub-species since age
8 has created a presentation on the
Cutthroat of Wyoming. He will
briefly discuss the origin of the
native trout, show their current
venues, portray good cutthroat
habitat and outline fishing tactics
which will assist the angler in catching this wonderful trout. He will
also give you visual insights into the
landscape in this region, which has
not changed much since the first
Native Americans, fur trappers,
traders and explorers traversed
these majestic mountains and
beautiful valleys. Mike will provide
information about his home, the
friendly town of Pinedale, Wyoming,
located in the geographic center of
Wyoming
Cutthroat
country.
Pinedale, the base camp for the
cutt-slam has the Wyoming
Mountain Range to the west, home
to the Bonneville or Bear River
Cutthroat and the Colorado River
Cutthroat. To the northwest the
Upper Hoback River and Gros
Ventre Mountain Range hold the
Snake River Cutthroat. The magnificent Wind River Mountains to the
north and east produce the headwaters of the Green River, which is
the principal home of the Colorado
River Cutthroat. Pinedale is near
some great Yellowstone Cutthroat
fishing in Yellowstone Park and
Cody, Wyoming.
This entertaining and informative
show is sure to capture the imagination of the angler and please all
audiences

The good news for this month is that Tom Horvath has volunteered
to provide beginning tying classes.
If you are interested Post a query on the Web site, talk with one of
the board members at the meeting or look for
a sign up sheet at the entry table.
Tom or I will provide a schedule for at least one beginning class as
soon as we can work out where to fit it on the calendar.
We will also be planning some
intermediate classes as there is interest.
If you have questions in the mean time
call Bob Harrison at 480-735-9743.

Yellow Humpy
Thread: 8/0, Yellow
Hook: TMC 100, #12 to 16
Tail: Deer Hair to match Over body
Body: Thread or poly Yarn
Overbody and wing: Died Elk cow or Deer.
Hackle: Silver Saddle, furnace and grizzly.

Peacock Lady
Optional Bead
Thread: 6/0 or 8/0, Black
Hook: Mustad 3906B
size 12 to 16 or similar
Tail: Golden Pheasant (died red in picture)
Rib Copper Wire
Aft Hackle: Grizzly (optional Brown)
Body: Peacock herl
Front Hackle: Brown

Stimulator (Olive/Olive)
Hook: Size 4 to 22, curved shank.
Thread: Olive.
Tail: Elk hair.
Body: Olive Dubbing.
Body Hackle: Grizzly.
Wing: Elk hair.
Head: Peacock herl or darker Olive dubbing
Front hackle: Brown.
Can use numerous color pairs. Typically the
darker color is in the front.
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ISE SHOW
The International Sportsmen’s Exposition (ISE) is coming to Phoenix
(It’s really Glendale)

Feburary 27, 28 and March 1, 2009
University of Phoenix Stadium
The Desert Fly Casters will once again have a booth
(738 – next to the pond) and invite the public to learn more about our
club and what we have to offer.
The ISE will also give our members the opportunity to see what’s new in fishing and hunting gear
as well as attend seminars hosted by fly fishing celebrities such as Jack Dennis and Terry and
Wendy Gunn. For those of your that remember our March speaker for the past couple of Years,
Jeff Currier will be at Jack Dennis’s booth and you can get a chance to speak with Jeff before his
presentation at our March meeting. For you “catch and release” hunters, there will also be hunting vendors and seminars as well. In addition to the seminars and vendors, competitive fly casters will have the chance to compete in the “Best of the West Fly Casting” competition. Last year,
I watched several people cast out the whole fly line and shoot the yarn over the end railing,
straight into the crowd of people passing through walkway. For a complete listing of events, floor
plan and exhibitors, visit http://www.sportsexpos.com/index.cfm
For those club members that have some spare time and would like to help man our booth, I still
have positions open on Saturday and Sunday. I would definitely appreciate your help. You would
need to help represent the club by letting people know what the club has to offer and offer your
own personal experience with the club. To volunteer or get more information on volunteering, contact David Hwang at dhwang1221@aol.com with the subject line of “DFC-ISE SHOW” or call me
at 480-792-0896. Additional sign-up sheets will be available at the February club meeting.

Editor’s Notes
an’ Ramblings
....I just wanted to continue some of what
I started last month with letting all of our
DFC Trout Bums know something about
our board committee. It’s nice to get to
know some of our hard working volunteers who work in coordination with Bob
Harrison our DFC President. Which
brings me to add a bit here and encourage our Trout Bums to volunteer where
they can...for a suggestion...we’re always
looking for someone to “host” a club outing. Come along get involved and keep
this “silent sport” of fly fishing alive for
the next generation.
Hope you enjoy this newsletter and the
many activities the board has planned for
2009.
R.McKeon, Editor

Mark Lucht- DFC Treasurer...& Trout Bum
1)- Desert Fly Casters: Tell us- how many years
have you been a DFC club member?
MARK: 4 or 5 years
2)- DFC: How did you get introduced to fly
fishing?
By DFC. I was interested in learning to fly fish and
searched the internet. Found DFC and got
involved
3)- DFC: How long have you lived here in
Phoenix?
Native so 46 years
4)- DFC: Where is your favorite place to fish?
(Doesn't have to be in Arizona)
Point of Pines trip with DFC is my favorite. Its the
April trip just after tax season for me.
5)- DFC: How important is it to you to get the
youth of tomorrow interested in fly fishing?
And how would you maintain their interest?
One of my sons is very interested in fishing, He
places more emphasis on catching though, but he
loves the camping aspect of it.
6)- DFC: What advice would you pass along to
other parents (and/or fishing buddies) who
want to share the out-of-doors with young
people?
Get out with them and do things.
7)- DFC: If you could take a fly fishing trip, all
expenses paid, where would you go and who
would you take along?
I would go to the East Cape. If I couldn't get one
of my sons to go I would take Dave Weaver as we
have a blast together and he always is up for the
trips together. He is a teacher and a great friend
(mentor) to me in my salt water pursuits.
8)- DFC: What's you and your wife's (lady
friend) favorite hang-out when you want to get
away for a long weekend?
I just say I am going fishing. She loves the White
Mountain extravaganza. Which I can only believe
is because of the crawdads trapping with my sons
and my parents.

9)- DFC: What's your favorite restaurant/libation station you like to take
the family to?
Probably Serano's my sons love the bean dip and
we get a laugh over the obsession.
10)- DFC: Let's talk about authors. Are you
familiar with Robert Travers? Maybe, yet, tell
us what/who you read other than manuals.
none
11)- DFC: Okay...so you fly fish. Any other interests that keep you going?
I actually have a love of all outdoors and pursue
ATV activities with the family.
12)- DFC: Your life has been full- and you've
had time to fish and reflect on life- What "tidbits" of information or thoughts about life
would you like to pass on?
Life is a game. Enjoy the pusuit of happiness, and
the game of life. There is alot of great things that
can be found through fishing.

Bill Batchlor - DFC Web Master Guru/Book
Reviewer...& DFC Trout Bum
1)- Desert Fly Casters: Tell us- how many years
have you been a DFC club member?
BILL: 2 1/2 years
2)- DFC: How did you get introduced to fly fishing?
Rocky and Sportsmans Warehouse told me about
the club and I looked it up on the website.
3)- DFC: How long have you lived here in Phoenix?
28 Years
4)- DFC: Where is your favorite place to fish?
(Doesn't have to be in Arizona)
Upper Salt River and White Mountains area
5)- DFC: How important is it to you to get the
youth of tomorrow interested in fly fishing?
And how would you maintain their interest?
I think it's important to get kids interested in anything,
fly fishing would be a bonus. There are too many temptations for kids and any hobby would be better than
hanging out on the streets getting into trouble.
6)- DFC: What advice would you pass along to
other parents (and/or fishing buddies) who
want to share the out-of-doors with young
people?
Think back to when you were a kid and the memories you have from the outdoors. Give them a
memory or two.
7)- DFC: If you could take a fly fishing trip, all
expenses paid, where would you go and who
would you take along?
I hear there's a few small streams in Colorado. I want to
fish them all. I would take my buddy Daven. The all
expenses paid would have to include money for a baby
sitter and a resort stay for my wife to allow me to do that
though.
8)- DFC: What's you and your wife's (lady
friend) favorite hang-out when you want to get
away for a long weekend?
We like to go to Prescott, AZ and stay at the Marriott
right off of Whiskey Row. There's a 30's club restaurant
that is a lot of fun called 19 1/2.
9)- DFC: What's your favorite restaurant/libation station you like to takethe family to?
El Penasco in Gilbert at Gilbert Rd. and Ray Rd.
10)- DFC: Let's talk about authors. Are you
familiar with Robert Travers? No
Maybe, yet, tell us what/who you read other
than manuals.

John Geirach, Robert Ludlum, Dan Brown, Dean
Koontz.
11)- DFC: Okay...so you fly fish. Any other interests that keep you going?
Woodworking (furniture, crafty stuff) I'm going to
be making a bunkbed soon for my two boys.
12)- DFC: Your life has been full- and you've
had time to fish and reflect on life- What "tidbits" of information or thoughts about life
would you like to pass on?
It's just stuff, you can't take it with you when you
die.

Darin Taverna- Outings Chairman...
& DFC Trout Bum
1)- Desert Fly Casters: Tell us- how many years
have you been a DFC club member?
DARIN: 3 years
2)- DFC: How did you get introduced to fly fishing?
My mom and I were on a trip to Oregon and we
ended up heading out to the Metolius River. It was
there I first tried out fly fishing.
3)- DFC: How long have you lived here in Phoenix?
5 years
4)- DFC: Where is your favorite place to fish?
(Doesn't have to be in Arizona)
Bear lake off of the Georgian Bay, Canada. It's in
the middle of nowhere, and packed with bass.
5)- DFC: How important is it to you to get the
youth of tomorrow interested in fly fishing? And
how would you maintain their interest?
I think it is important for two main reasons. First, it's
a heck of a lot of fun. Second, it inspires one to understand, respect, and preserve the environments sustaining aquatic wildlife.
6)- DFC: What advice would you pass along to
other parents (and/or fishing buddies) who
want to share the out-of-doors with young
people?
To find something that piques the interest of young
people, show them the outdoors through your eyes.
7)- DFC: If you could take a fly fishing trip, all
expenses paid, where would you go and who
would you take along?
I would like to try fly fishing for sailfish or albacore
tuna with my brothers.
8)- DFC: What's you and your wife's (lady
friend) favorite hang-out when you want to get
away for a long weekend?
My friend's cabin up in Heber, AZ.
9)- DFC: What's your favorite restaurant/libation station you like to takethe family to?
My kitchen :)
10)- DFC: Let's talk about authors. Are you
familiar with Robert Travers? Maybe, yet, tell
us what/who you read other than manuals.
N/A
11)- DFC: Okay...so you fly fish. Any other interests that keep you going?
Cooking, camping, travelling
12)- DFC: Your life has been full- and you've
had time to fish and reflect on life- What "tidbits" of information or thoughts about life
would you like to pass on?
As best you can, let the fish hook itself...

2009 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUTINGS- 2009

Bob Harrison- President
Tyler Stone-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Richard Hall- Secretary

Dead Horse Ranch State Park
February 20 - 22, 2009
Host: Steve Berry flyingflyfisher2@yahoo.com

Outings- Darin Taverna

Education Committee
Yet to be appointed
Conservation- Mark Donahoo
Conservation Committee
Bill Batchelor, Richard Hall
TU/FFF Liaison- Yet to be appointed
Videos & Books- Gary Cohen
Raffles- Don Kramer
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Membership at Large- Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

Dates, locations and hosts are all under discussion for
March and April and May outings.
Bass fishing at Roosevelt, Apache and Canyon Lakes have been popular destinations while it is too cold in the mountains.
Point of Pines Lake and Seneca Lake have also been popular for trout while we
wait for ice to clear at higher elevations.
If you have a specific interest in an outing for one of these, have another location
you would like to suggest, contact Darin at darizona7@hotmail.com. He is also
looking for volunteers to host the outings through rest of the year. It really doesn't
take much more than selecting your favorite destination, determining where to
camp and which dates. As a host, plan to be at the camp site early with signs so
people can find it, providing recommendations for flies and rods to use, and
answering questions that might be asked. If the club pays fees in advance to
reserve space, you will need to collect from attendees and turn the proceeds in to
the treasurer.
There has also been some discussion about small groups arranging destination
trips or other informal outings. Talk with Darin or one of the board members about
getting your idea out to the membership but for insurance reasons do not handle
these as club outings.

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Education- David Hwang

☛

Membership- Dave Weaver

Contact DFC Trout Bum: David Hwang at: dhwang1221@aol.com

MAIL TO:

Retail - Larry Kivela

ISE SHOW • University Phoenix Stadium
February 27, 28, & March 1, 2009
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Programs- Mark Lucht
Program Committee
Cinda Howard, Tyler Stone

