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Canyon Creek Educational Outing

JULY MEETING:

Wednesday,
July 9, 2007
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

When: July 18-20th.
Where: This will be held at Canyon Creek, on the Mogollon Rim. (GPS: N34 16.785
W110 48.219)
Camping: We will be camping at the Valentine Ridge Campground (GPS: N34 14.982
W110.48.219)
Directions from Phoenix to Valentine Ridge Camp Ground
• Head N. on 87 (Beeline Highway) to Payson.
• Turn East on 260 (about 33 miles).
• Turn right on FR 512 (about 5 miles).
> Note: This will be mostly dirt roads and will be the first right after the turn off to
Willow Springs Lake).
• Turn Left on FR 188 (travel 2 miles to the site).
Directions to Canyon Creek from Valentine Ridge Camp Ground.
• From the camp ground, continue out on the main road (FR 188).
• At the fork on the road, curve to the right and follow road.
• You will follow a fence line on the right and when you see an outhouse on the
left, park there and meet up with the club members.
> Note: If you see the bridge to the OW Ranch, you’ve gone too far.

....Additional info on Canyon Creek Educational Outing continued on page 2

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

DFC JULY PROGRAM....
We’ve got some “stuff,” as George Carlin would say...So stop on by and check out what is
lined up for the meeting, and stuff. ALSO...The American Legion will be serving food at our
monthly DFC meetings. Come early, have dinner and share your fish stories with other
members. Food will be served 5:30 to 6:30. Last orders will be taken at 6:30 so we can start
the meeting promptly at 7:00. On the menu for the July 9th meeting is the following:
Hamburger - $4.00
Cheeseburger - $5.00
BLT Club Sandwich - $7.00
Chicken Strips - $6.00 (regular or buffalo style)
Ocean Basket - $8.00 (Shrimp, fish, crab cakes)
All include fries and coleslaw

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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....continued Canyon Creek Educational Outing

...notes from David Hwang
DFC instructors will be on hand for small stream fly
fishing instruction on Saturday, July 19th. We will meet
by the outhouse next to Canyon Creek at 6:30 a.m.(see
map) and divide into small groups for the education
portion.
This is a great opportunity to fish one of the finest
small streams in Arizona. Over the years, the club has
contributed to the conservation efforts here and there
are several members that can tell you stories of working long hours to clear the stream of debris, creating
fish habitats, and helping to clear and then put up new
fences.
For fly suggestions, please see Bob Harrison’s article
on Canyon Creek (see below) flies or attend our next
fly tying session.
Canyon creek is a catch and release stream that contains both rainbow and brown trout.
For more information, please contact David Hwang by
email at: dhwang1221@aol.com with the subject line of
“Canyon Creek Outing” or call at 480-792-0896.
Maps will be made available at the July meeting.

CANYON CREEK TOP 10 FLIES
Favorites and Recipes from Bob Harrison’s Fly Tying Bench

BOB’S FAVORITES
Dry Flies:
BWO
#14-16 Elk hair caddis
#14 royal wulff
Terrestrials:
Hopper
Black ant
Nymphs:
#14 - #16 Zug Bug
#14- 18 BH hares ear
#16-20 Bead head pheasant tail
Cream colored caddis
Streamers:
Wooly Bugger or Simi Seal Leech size #10
Recipes for the tying session are:

photo by David Hwang at Canyon Creek

Peeping Caddis
Hook: 2XL, size 14.
Case: Spun fur from a hare's mask, guard
hairs included (other fur such as muskrat,
possom, beaver; etc. can be used depending
on the color of the case other species' have.)
Legs: Partridge hackle.
Head: Antron yarn in yellow or olive.
Weight: Lead wire [where legal].
Thread: Brown.

E-Z Hopper.....by Toby Vaughan
Hook: 2XL Dry Fly size 10.
Thread: Choice of color 6/0 (yellow is my
personal favorite).
Body Extension and underbody: 2mm craft
foam (color to match thread).
Body: Medium chenille (color to match
foam).
Hackle: Saddle Hackle (color to match
body).
Head: excess foam doubled over.
Legs: 1 strand medium rubber legs on each
side (color that has a sharp contrast to the
body).
Copper John ....by Harry Mason
Hook: 2XL nymph hook 10-18.
Thread/Head: Black, 6/0 8/0, Gold bead,
counter drilled.
Body: Medium copper wire. An underbody
of thread, tapered.
Tail: Biots, Brown, Black Goose or Turkey.
Legs: Partridge.
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GRANDPA TAKES GRANDSON
ON FIRST FISHING TRIP
by Cecil Miller

MEMBERSHIP
CORNER
DFC “GOING GREEN”

ust returned from a great trip to
Redding, Calif. to attend my
Granddaughters graduation and take
my Grandson on his first fly-fishing adventure. I contacted Outdoor Adventures at
www.sacriverguide.com. and reserved a
guide for 1 day on the upper Sacramento
River and 1 day on the Trinity River.
Unfortunately we were unable to drift the
Trinity because of high water. But my
grandson had a day fishing the Sac that he
will never forget. His first catch was an 18”
Rainbow, the largest fish he has ever caught.
And top of that the first on a fly rod. The
look on his face when he was trying to land
it was priceless. We really hit a great day on
the water. The fly of the day was a #18
Prince Nymph. It was one of those days
where you catch so many fish you don’t even

J

want to start counting. All the Bow’s were in
the 15-21” range. The picture above shows
the last catch of the day, a double that guide
had fun landing. With that we decided that
was the end of a great days fly fishing and
called it a day. It doesn’t get any better than
being out with my grandson on his first fly
fishing trip and catching lots fish.
The Sacramento River in the Redding area
is considered one of the premier urban fresh
water fishing areas in the United States. I
plan to return in November and fish for
Steelhead in the Trinity with this same guide
service. And yes my grandson will be with
me again.
As a foot note I was able to fit in 2 rounds
of golf with my son.
Tough trip but someone had to do it and I
sure am glad it was me.

Individuals, families, companies
& communities these days are
asking themselves what they
can do to conserve resources
and preserve our environment.
They are trying to make smart
decisions - choices that save
energy and money. Yes we are
talking about "going green,"
Every where you look people are
making these types of changes
and they are adding up. DFC is
also talking about it. One of the
items we want to initiate is
delivery of our monthly news
letter, Forward Cast, by e-mail.
We currently have 111 monthly
newsletters that are e-mailed
and 81 that are mailed.
Over the next several months
we want to convert as many as
possible of the 81 mailings
to e-mail. If you currently are
receiving your newsletter by
mail and have an e-mail account
that you monitor come see me
at our next meeting or email me
and I will convert your delivery
to e-mail. Another advantage
of getting the newsletter by
e-mail is that you will receive
it NLT than the Friday before the
meeting so you will have plenty
of time to read it before the
meeting. Everyone’s support in
this effort is appreciated.

PRICE OF GAS GOT
YOU DOWN.
HOW ABOUT
CARPOOLING TO
A DFC MEETING OR
OUTING
Send me an e-mail or come see
me at a meeting and I will give
you the name, e-mail address &
phone number of members who
live in a zip code near you.
Start a carpool, save money on
gas and meet a new fishing
buddy.
Charlie Rosser
Membership Chairman
chasr123@cox.net
480-586-7163

Fishing: “An art worthy the knowledge and patience of a wise man.” - Izaak Walton
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JULY MONTHLY
FLY TYING SESSION
...notes, vices & stuff from
Bob Harrison’s fly tying bench

Beginning Tying Classes
are being scheduled again.
Sign Up at the meeting or call
Bob Harrison at:
480-735-9743
Classes are usually held
Tuesday and Thursday evening
from 7 to 9 pm
over a three week period.
Materials are provided and
tools are available as long
as you are a paid club
member.

July Monthly
Fly Tying Session
Monthly tying session will be
held on Tuesday, July 22th,
2008 at:
Dave D’Ambrosia’s house.
933 W. Kiowa Ave, Mesa.
If you have questions or need
to use club’s tying tool kit, call
Bob Harrison at 480-735-9743.
Sign up sheet, pattern sheets
and maps will be available at
the meeting.

Visiting with Tim Oliver...
EDITOR’S NOTES: I was very impressed with the June DFC meeting when we all had a chance
to enjoy Tim Oliver’s presentation on small streams. So I called him and asked if he’d mind sending us his favorite list of flies he talked about along with a phone number if we’d like to give him
a buzz. Also wanted to know what other kinds fishing he enjoys. Below is his responce and follow-up to my phone call. Thought you DFC Trout Bums might like the added information for your
files. Special thanks to you Tim. R.McKeon, Editor

and fish this area once a year for Steelhead. I still tie a few flies for Arizona Fly Fishing
do some tying demonstrations from time to time. I do not do any guiding, but am happy
Itotryandanswer
questions if someone has one (602-743-5061).
I would carry a few of each of the following patterns in your fly box for most small streams
and rivers in Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico. These flies should take care of your fly
needs 80% to 90% of the time. Generally, I carry mostly 14's and 16's, although it would be
good to have a few 12's in the springtime and 18's in the fall. For the nymphs, I would have
both bead head and unbeaded. Fly's not shown in the box at the meeting, but never hurts to
carry would be a few midges and some Copper Johns. This list is not complete, but includes
flies I always have in my fly box. We each have patterns that we have a lot of confidence in
and you should always have a good supply of those as well.
Dry Fly: Elk Hair Caddis, Goddard Caddis, Adams (parachute and standard), Ant, Hopper
(whatever your favorite is), Royal Wulff, and a Humpy (red, yellow, and black).
Nymph: Prince, Zug Bug, Pheasant Tail, Caddis Rock Worm (larvae), Cased Caddis
Streamers: Woolly Buggers (size 8 in black, brown, and olive)

Wanting to know where to fly-fish in
Arizona, check out the July 2008 issue of
Arizona Highways. It has an Arizona FlyFishing Guide - The state's best places to
reel in a Walleye, Bass or Rainbow Trout.
They scouted 12 of the state's best fly fishing holes. They give you directions to get
there, types of fish, suggested flies to use,
guide service info and web-site info for
each of the locations.
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OBSERVATIONS FROM EL MIRADOR BEACH
By Vince Deadmond

Honestly, I do other things besides fish Mexico, but they are usually not as much fun. OK, I do spend a good amount of time on the beach,
I thought passing along some observations might help you to get out and fish more.
ALL FISHING REPORTS SHOULD CONTAIN A DISCLAIMER. Something like, “Data quoted represents past performance. Past performance
is not an indication of future results of fly fishing success.” My thought is that you should go fishing more often, and then you can be the one saying,
“You should have been here yesterday.”
You really should have been on my latest trip to Mexico, if you enjoy catching fish. I was fishing with Joe Staller, an accomplished fly fisher, and
I was buttoned up to a fish every time Joe looked up. I had been talking about a new Rocky Point fly pattern on the drive down, and Joe finally ask,
“What do you have tied on?” When I replied size 24 Blue Wing Olive, Joe just shook his head and mumbled a line from an old blues song, “Only my
mother loved me . . . and she may have been jivin me too.”
We did catch a lot of Cabrilla and several of them were large enough to keep. We caught Bone Fish and Pompano from the pontoon boats on an
outgoing tide at La Pinta. We crossed the estuary and parked the boats on the beach a mile away from the Mayan Palace. We had been fishing for an
hour and the wind was starting to pick up so we were almost ready to leave when a security guard from the Mayan asked us to leave. Beaches in
Mexico are government owned and should be open to the public, but big resorts get away with
bending the rules. Just a little something to know about.
It is usually a winter thing but whales were spotted in Puerto Penasco in June. It was a little bit early but on our last fishing trip we had to dodge jelly fish.
We also fished the area near the Vina Del Mar. I caught my personal best Orange Mouth
Corvina, a 23 incher. It dwarfed the 18 inch fish that I caught. We had made plans to keep
fish and cook on the beach. After cleaning fish, and getting cleaned up we went into the Super
Leys Market where we picked up; butter, garlic, shrimp, pico de gallo, beans, rice, hot tortillas,
a whole pie and a few other odds and ends. Total bill for a dinner for 3 was $12. No tip or
gratuity required, and we had leftovers the next day.
WHY PUERTO PENASCO IN THE SUMMER? It is usually 10 degrees cooler than
Phoenix in the summer. If you are close to the beach you usually have a nice breeze, and while
you are in your pontoon boat you are very comfortable. The last trip I purchased 15 gallons
of gas at a Pemex and it cost $38, back in Mesa my 14 gallon fill up cost $60. Mexico still
seems like a good deal to me.
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2008 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Donna Hatheway- Secretary
Outings- Bill Thyng

OUTINGS- 2008
July 19-20 Canyon Creek
(Hosted by David Hwang)
Additional information at July 9th DFC Club Meeting

Programs- Dave Weaver

August (Dates to be determined) Greer - X-Diamond

Retail - Gerry Wiemelt

(Hosted by George Geoghegan)

Membership- Charlie Rosser

September 20-23 San Juan River

Education- David Hwang
Education Committee
Doug Walker
Conservation- Mike Yavello

(Hosted by Cinda Howard)
NOTE ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON HOST AVAILABILITY!!!!!

Conservation Committee
Richard Hall, Bob Harrison
TU/FFF Liaison- Dan Schwartz
Videos & Books- Gary Cohen
Raffles- Tyler Stone
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Membership at Large- Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

http://www.de

sertfly

H WITH US AT:
STAY IN TOUC
casters.com

MAIL TO:
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252
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