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FEBRUARY MEETING:

Wednesday,
February 13, 2008
PIZZA and Chit-Chat at 6:00 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

The Desert Flycasters and Arizona Flycasters are offering to their "Members Only" a renowned
speaker, author, guide and fly fisherman, Kelly Galloup, from Cameron, Montana, owner of the
Slide Inn on the Madison River. After multiple requests from many members, the two clubs have
joined together to have Kelly present special programs on "Fishing Streamers For Trophy Trout"
and a discussion about his new DVD "Nymphing By The Numbers." Kelly has been published in
nearly every major fly fishing periodical in the country and is now one of the Editors at Large for
Fly Fisherman magazine. Kelly was also one of the hosts of Fly Fish TV on the Outdoor Life
Network. In 2004 Kelly was the recipient of the Living Legend Award by the Federation of
Flyfishers.
The Streamer program will help AZ fly fishermen understand the use of Woolly Bugger's,
Leaches and other Streamers we commonly use. Information includes: predator theory, rigging,
reading water, wade and boat tactics, retrieves, rod handling techniques and the best flies along
with tying demo’s.
Where: Scottsdale Civic Center Public Library Lower Auditorium
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

3839 N. Drinkwater Blvd., Scottsdale, AZ 85251
Drive north on the 101 to Indian School - go west to 75th St and turn south. Go about 3 blocks to a stop sign and
turn right then drive straight into the Scottsdale Civic Center Library parking lot. Auditorium is on the lower level.

When: Saturday, February 16th, 11 AM - 5 PM

DFC FEBRUARY PROGRAM....
Dr. Gary Hall is going to do a presentation on 'Fishing the Baja in San Carlos Mexico'. He will talk about how to get
there, places to stay, where and when to fish, flies, tackle, tides, and all those little details that make for a better trip.
San Carlos has some of the best dorado and yellow fin tuna fishing in the Baja. Don't forget the fall striped marlin runs
too. You don't want to miss all this great info.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

Desert Fly Casters

A Day on the Salt River
o what posses over 30 grown adults to
S
wake up early on a Saturday and bundle
up for the cooler winter weather and meet up
on a small stretch of water in the middle of the
desert? Is it the great scenery? Is it the great
fishing? Or perhaps is it the fact that it gives
us all a chance to fish home waters and enjoy
the company of others that share the same passion for fly fishing as we do ourselves.

The flows at the Salt River have been low
and the conditions were similar to fishing still
water. The anglers arrived in the cold (at least
by Arizona standards), bundled up and headed
down to a small pool where the trout seemed
to be holding. Anglers waded out and staked

Text and Photos by David Hwang

out there spot and repeatedly cast out into the
water, watching the fish rise and refuse whatever was tossed out to them. I watched rises
within 5 feet of where anglers stood and none
seemed to want the flies that were presented
to them. Finally, after a couple of hours of
casting, new DFC member Jorge Corcino
managed to hook up on a little rainbow, using
a small, green hare’s ear nymph. And later,
Merryck Leigh brought in a small
bass. Was the fishing tough? Oh
yeah. But I didn’t hear any complaints as we laughed and watched
other anglers go through the same
difficulty that we were experiencing.
Someone once wrote that
we can learn more about fly angling
from observing than we can from
fishing. It was definitely a good day
to observe. Many of us lined the
stream side and watched as fish kept
rising and yet refuse everything. I’ve
fished the salt river quite a bit this
past year and the frustrating part is that every
week, the conditions change and what may
have been working a week earlier no longer
works at all. The fluctuating water flows are
also a reason for this change. However, when
conditions are right, the fishing is really good.

Only a few weeks earlier, I was getting hits on
nearly every cast, using heavily weighted
nymphs. The week after that, I couldn’t buy a
bite. Flows
had changed
and
the
water from
the Verde
b e c a m e
muddy.
I
love catching fish as
much as the
next angler,
but what I
find is that
times like
this is when
I learn the
most about
fishing.
Bill and Marsha Thyng provided a wonderful lunch of pulled pork or barbeque chicken
sandwiches and we gathered at the Rotunda. It
was good to see so many of the members and
their families and we still had a great time.
I’m looking forward to seeing you all at Dead
Horse Ranch in February.

I get all the truth I need in the newspaper every morning,
and every chance I get I go fishing, or swap stories with
fishermen, to get the taste of it out of my mouth.
ED ZERN (1977)
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FEBRUARY 2008 DFC OUTING

Dead Horse Ranch State Park
For those of you who missed the Dead Horse outing last year, you missed out on a really good time. Not only was the fishing good, but the company wasn’t so bad either. Last year was kind of a last minute thing since we didn’t really have anything planned. Not to mention that most places were frozen or under the snow. Because we all had such a good time, we
decided to make it a regular trip this year.
Dead Horse Ranch State Park is located about 1.5 to 2 hours up I-17 just outside Cottonwood. The drive is fairly easy and
Cottonwood has most anything that you left behind. This year we have reserved the group campground. The Campground
is very big and there should be more than enough room for everyone. RV’s, campers, tents and about anything else should
fit. Besides the very clean bathrooms with hot showers, there is a large ramada and fire pit. Don’t forget to bring your chairs
so we can sit around a big fire and lie about all the fish we caught. The cost for camping is $12.00 per vehicle per night.
The Club has paid for the campsite, so I will be collecting at the meeting and at the campground. We have the site for
both Friday and Saturday night. If you don’t want the camp, there are cabins available for $50 per night. They are very
basic and you will need to bring everything with you. For information on the cabins, call 928-634-5283.
If you are not familiar with Dead Horse, there are a couple of Lagoons and also access the to the Verde River. All of these
areas are easily accessible and regularly stocked with trout. On the lagoons, you can also use your float tubes and pontoons. The fishing has been very good and hopefully it will stay that way for our trip. I would tell you what flies to bring, but
I honestly have not found many that don’t work. I will say that I have had significantly more success fishing with a sinking
line than on the surface. Having an intermediate or type II might not be a bad idea.
So there you have it. I am looking forward to another great trip. I hope to see you all there.
Steve Berry
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Beginning
Fly Tying Classes.

Yes, and cheap ones too!

How many of us have wanted to
learn to tie their own flies but
never had the opportunity to
learn?
As a DFC member, you not only
have this opportunity, but you can
also get personalized attention
from members that have local
knowledge of what flies work and
how to fish them. Starting on
Tuesday, February 19th, DFC
member Bob Harrison will be
begin his 6 session fly tying classes for beginners. Classes will be
held every Tuesday and Thursday,
beginning on February 19th and
run until March 6th. Tools and
supplies will be provided by DFC.
A sign up sheet will be available
at the February meeting.
For more information- contact:
Bob Harrison
harrn7963@aol.com
480-735-9743
David Hwang
dhwang1221@aol.com
480-792-0896

Early in my life I recall an old joke. It starts off with two brothers attending the 50th wedding
anniversary of their parents. Friends, neighbors, co-workers were all in attendance, and many had
marked the occasion with nice gifts. During the dinner, toasts were given, family tails were retold, and
everyone was having a marvelous time. After most of the guests had left, and things had been cleaned
up, it was apparent that neither brother had bothered to get a gift for their parents.
The mom and dad called the boys aside and told them some distressing news. The dad said, “Your
mother and I never got married.” The younger brother gasp, “Do you mean we’re bastards?” The mother piped up and said, “Yes, and cheap ones too!”
I Googled cheap bastards and came up with more hits that I wanted to read about. Those of you have
fished with me know that I am always espousing the Gospel as seen through the eyes of a self professed
cheap bastard. I am always looking for a way to get more fishing trip, more equipment, and more enjoyment for less money. Aside from the obvious benefits, (what’s in it for me) of being a cheap bastard one
does need to be aware of some of the pit falls.
Some times we cheap bastards try to get too much out of our old equipment. The other day I was
fishing with Fritz my Weiner Dog at the Salt River. We had just finished a pleasant afternoon of catching small Large Mouth Bass. We were lounging on the back of the truck getting our gear stowed away.
Just as I was pulling off my old waders, a young man came up and started to ask about our fishing. When
I pulled down my waders it was apparent that I either had leaky waders, or I was just another old codger
that couldn’t hold it. The young man said “It’s been nice talking to you, gott’a go.” As he rushed away
I had to think the wet spot on my crotch had driven him away, and possibly I should fix my old waders,
or heaven forbid invest in some new ones. Another place not to be cheap is old tippet, it breaks, and
could cost you a big fish. If your tippet is well over a year old replace it. While I was at Water Users I
observed the Forest Service ticketing folks who did not have the Tonto Permit. Just another place where
cheap could cost you.
Yes, you must pay your dues to become a full fledged cheap bastard. Another thing you don’t want
to go cheap on is your own skill level. Put in the time, learn to cast, learn to cast well, even in the wind,
many trips have a short window for actual fishing, and fishing in the wind is just part of it. Become self
sufficient, almost anyone can catch a few fish with a guide, but how many more trips could you take if
you were not paying $350 a day for a guide? On the other hand making good use of a guide will put
you on the fast track to fly fishing knowledge. Fishing new water you are unfamiliar with is a good place
to invest in a guide. To get the value out of your guided trip, ask enough questions so that you can fish
this piece of water on your own next time. If you are new to fly fishing, find a guide that is interested
in teaching, and helping you to become a better fly fisher. Don’t overstate your fly fishing skills, you
and your guide will have a much better day on the water. Because of good guides I now fish several distant places like it was my home water. Learn the knots, again this is a good investment of time that will
pay dividends in more fish landed than lost.
When you are new to fly fishing you feel like the proverbial sheep, the one that is getting sheared all
the time. You need a new piece of equipment almost every time you go fishing. It seems like the only
option is paying full retail price, because you are going on a big trip soon. Then you fish with some
DFC’ers, and you hear about people who seem to never pay full retail for anything. If they do, they will
never admit it. First option, borrow the rod, reel, or whatever piece of equipment from someone else.
When you go on any of the DFC outings you will notice an abundance of extra gear, and usually you are
welcome to try some gear that you don’t have. If you enjoy that type of fishing, then start the research
on getting the item as cheaply as possible.
I am in no way implying that all DFC members are cheap bastards, but it seems to me that a person
would receive a great deal more from being a Desert Fly Caster than the dues cost. The speakers and
presentations at the monthly meetings are timely and interesting. The raffle is a great way to pick up
some much needed gear with out breaking the bank. Speakers have inspired Desert Fly Casters to fish
around the world. The pizza, socializing, and planning are priceless. When I partner with other Desert
Fly Casters we divide the cost of the trip, and add in the fun that we had, plus the camaraderie, and it has
been money well spent. Even a cheap bastard can’t afford not to be a Desert Fly Caster. Yes, it’s time to
pay the yearly dues, and their cheap ones too!

By Vince Deadmond
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MEMBERSHIP
CORNER

WADER MAINTENANCE

DDon’t forget to renew your 2008
membership to be in the Raffle for
the 9ft, 4 pc, 4 wt that Gerry
Wiemelt has built for the membership raffle. Drawing will be at the
May meeting. Congratulations to
Jim Sommercorn. He is the 2007
member that won $300 DFC
money to use this year.
New Members: Al Sue, Mike
Styvaert, Miro Sobusiak, Jack
Dengel, Dominic Inferrera, Pete
Carner, Dan Brackett, Dan Dreyer

Below is general wader maintenance care for most waders. This info was taken from
the Simms and Orvis websites. You may want to check the web-site for your waders for
more specific maintenance.

Charlie Rosser
Membership Chairman DFC
480-586-7163
Chasr123@cox.net

Repairing Your Waders
Lots of waders come with repair kits. You can use these as directed. Here are two common procedures.
•Turn waders inside out and apply denatured alcohol (rubbing alcohol) to suspect area. Leaks will
show as dark gray spots. Immediately apply AquaSeal® to the area and cure for six hours. You can also
use a product called UV Wader Repair. Under a UV light (Sun light will work) it dries in seconds. This
can be used as an instant wader repair while on the water. Note: these methods will not work on seam
leaks.
•Another method is to use a flashlight – This method works for minor tears, blackberry punctures, and
other small leaks. For this method you’ll need a waterproof marker and a flashlight. In a completely darkened room, place the flashlight flush with the inside of the fishing wader in the area you suspect the leak.
Identify the leak by looking for the bright spot that shows through from the outside. Pinch this spot from
the outside. While holding the pinched material, turn the wader inside out and mark the inside liner as
close as possible around the pinch. Again you can use AquaSeal® or UV Wader Repair to repair the area.

DFC
Library Needs You!!!
We are in the process of increasing our DVD collection. If you
have an flyfishing related dvds
and you would like to donate them
Please see Gary Cohen at the
February DFC meeting.

Notes and Thoughts from DFC Member- Charlie Rosser’s Note Book

Washing
Waders can be washed by hand, in a bathtub, in cold water using a powder detergent with no additives.
Remove suspenders and anything from inside the front pouch prior to washing. Rinse thoroughly.
• Waders can also be put in the washers on gentle cycle, again use a power detergent with no additives.
• Waders should be air dried, turned inside out. Waders should not be dry-cleaned or put in the dryer.
• Waders must be completely dry before storage. If not, the result could be mildew and tape peeling.
Applying Water Repellent Treatment
To rejuvenate the water-resistant finish on your waders after washing them, saturate the outside of the
waders with Revivex® or other water repellent treatment. Allow product to drip-dry. "Set" the treatment
with heat using a blow dryer or iron (low setting), avoiding the stocking foot attachment area.

Storage
It is best to clean the waders and check for leaks before storing. Waders must be dried completely before
storing to avoid mildew. Store the waders in a cool, dry place away from heat or direct light. For longterm wader storage it is best to hang waders in a closet on a hanger or lay them flat under a bed.

Casting Can Be Dangerous – wear protective clothing
by Stoney McFly – taken from the McKenzie Flyfishers Club newsletter
Think of a sharp barb flying uncontrolled through the air at a speed faster than a humming bird.
Accidents occur when trying to reach extended limits. Be conscious of safety and look behind before
starting your cast. Anyone in the casting radius is in a hazardous area. Don't get a reputation of hooking
your buddies more than fish. It's inexcusable. Fly-fishing just might become a contact sport for you.
Especially when you call your hooked buddy a "big sissy".
Around the campfire, funny stories were told of people getting hooked. The time Sammy the Spoon
hooked himself under both nostrils spey casting or Big Benny finding a Woolly Bugger attached right
between the eyes. Describing past accidents, the reactions of people and what was said can be hilarious,
but only because there was not permanent injury. It is very hard to justify any excuses when an eye was
taken out. Luckily, or unluckily, our club president got it square between the shoulder blades at Hosmer
Lake. He said the strike of the bead head hurt more than the hook. I think he was being nice to a rookie.
Point being, always wear protective clothing when fishing. Ears have a way of getting hooked. A widebrimmed hat covers your head to protect from the sun, but also from sailing barbs. Polarized glasses protects your eyes from the damaging reflection of the sun's glare off the water. They not only help you see
fish, they help you see... period. Experienced members don't bet their retinas on chance.
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2008 Trip Survey

NOTE – Please fill out and return this survey ONLY if you ARE SERIOUSLY interested in
going on a guided trip and ready to write a check for a deposit.

Survey
1. If you are interested in taking a guided trip this year, what is the maximum amount $$
you would be willing to spend? __________________________________
2. Accommodations (check one)
a. _________ Hotel/cabins
b. _________ Camping (along a river)
c. _________ Combination
3. How many days of actual fishing (outside of travel time) would you be interested in?
____________________________________________________________
4. How many total days for a trip? ________________________________
5. Which time of the year is your preference? (check one)
a. _________ Spring
b. _________ Summer
c. _________ Fall
6. Please list you order of preferences, 1-9 with 1 being the most desirable.
a. _________ Big Horn River, MT
b. _________ Green River, UT
c. _________ Deschutes River, OR
d. _________ Gunnison River, Black Canyon of the Gunnison, CO
e. _________ Henry’s Lake, Idaho
f. _________ Provo River, UT
g. _________ Madison River, MT
h. _________ Surf fishing, San Diego CA
i. _________ other

PLEASE CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES & SUBMIT THIS SURVEY SHEET ACCORDINGLY

If you are interested in attending a guided trip this year, please fill out the following survey and
return the results by one of the following methods:
1. Bring this survey sheet to the 13 February club meeting
2. Mail it to: Doug Walker • 4611 North Clear Creek Drive • Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
If you are mailing, please drop in the mailbox by 22 February 2008.
We are trying to summarize results by 1 March. Thank you.
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Date :__________
DESERT FLY CASTERS
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM
Would you like your monthly newsletter e-mailed to you Yes___No ___
Are you a member of Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) Yes___No ___
Name: ____________________________
PLEASE CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES & SUBMIT THIS SURVEY SHEET ACCORDINGLY

Address: __________________________
City:______________ State:________ Zip:____________
Home Phone:______________ Cell:_______________
Email:____________________________
Occupation: ___________________________
Annual Dues $35 (individual or family)
Type of membership: Re-newal___ New __

$________

Name Tag $3 each:
Names
1:________________________
2:________________________

$________

Conservation: Amount of tax deductible donation: $________
TOTAL

$________

Complete and bring to the next meeting or mail to the address below
Meetings are 2nd Weds of every month
Meeting location - American Legion Post #2 2125 S. Industrial Park Ave, Tempe, AZ
DESERT FLY CASTERS – PO BOX 42252 – MESA, AZ 85274-2252
Attention Membership
Web Address: www.desertflycasters.com

2008 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Donna Hatheway- Secretary
Outings- Bill Thyng

OUTINGS- 2008
February 22nd thru 24th (Fri-Sun)
Dead Horse State Park
Hosted by: Steve Berry

Programs- Dave Weaver
Retail - Gerry Wiemelt

March 7th thru 9th (Fri – Sun) – ISE Show

Membership- Charlie Rosser
Education- David Hwang

(Jerry Wiemelt is coordinating this event and
will be looking for DFC Volunteers)

Education Committee
Doug Walker

April 18th / 20th (Fri – Sun) – Point of Pines

Conservation- Mike Yavello

Hosted by: Bill Thyng

Conservation Committee
Richard Hall, Bob Harrison

May (Date to be determined) Fishing for Bass

TU/FFF Liaison- Dan Schwartz

Hosted by: Bob Harrison

Videos & Books- Open
Raffles- Tyler Stone
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor
Membership at Large- Doc Nickel

NOTE ALL DATE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
BASED ON HOST AVAILABILITY!!!!!
REMEMBER without the members help there would be no outings. To host an outing all that you
have to do is schedule the date and place and then be there for the outing. We’d like to hear
from you- Call Cinda at: 480-217-5089

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com
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MAIL TO:
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252
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