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The Catch – If You Don’t Plan To Fish – It Won’t Happen!
by Vince Deadmond

JANUARY MEETING:

Wednesday,
January 9, 2008
PIZZA and Chit-Chat at 6:00 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

Brothers and Sisters of the Angle, plan your fishing year. Time is wasting. Did you get to fish
as many days as you would have liked to fish last year? No, me neither, and I got to fish a lot
of days. I am not even going to tell you how many days I fished last year, but I have a few
derelict friends that fished even more days than I did. (Bless their hearts.) One eccentric fishing friend tries to pattern his life around fishing, so that he is off the water no more than three
days. He did get a few more days on the water than I did, but I did some quality fishing.
I do fish year round, and I plan to fish much more than I actually get to fish, but what I am
trying drive home to you is the plain and simple fact, if you don’t plan to fish, it won’t happen.
You can go to the club meetings and on the club outings, and you do need to plan for those, but
you need to devise your own fishing calendar right now. If you don’t let your co-workers, significant other, and your dog, know that you are going fishing, there is a good chance that you
won’t get to go. If you keep silent about your intent to go fishing others will rule your life and
you will be resigned to doing projects around the house.
These don’t need to be expensive or exotic trips, but you do need to do some planning, and
following up on the details. You can get together with a few friends and have a day trip that will
give you a great mental lift for a long time. And the bigger the trip, the more planning, scheming, and preparation will add to the satisfaction of that trip. Hopefully you will arrive with the
right gear, the right flies, and you will have the skills to make the cast and catch the fish you
intend to catch. We had a number of interesting speakers last year on places to fish. While it is
fresh you may wish to contact some of those for this years calendar.
If you think you would like to host an outing I am sure someone on the board would love to
hear from you. Many outings don’t happen simply because no one can host. If you have a
place that you would like to see on the club outing calendar volunteer to host or co-host the
trip. You don’t need to be the greatest fly fishermen, but some organizational skills are nice to
have. Generally you will get to know some folks that can fish, and help with the details of the
outing you are planning, and many times you become a better fisherman because you hosted the
outing. The trip can be as complicated as you wish to make it. Securing guides, organizing
meals, deposits, rooms, or a simple we will meet at a location and everyone is on their own type
of outing. I am sure the board would like your input on where you would like to fish in 2008.
DFC JANUARY PROGRAM....

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Our own, DFC VP, Steve Berry will hold court and conduct the January meeting...Steve won’t arrest anyone- but says you should be requested to be there!!! Cinda Howard will talk and give us insights on small
stream fishing. These two DFC regulars will keep us busy with information...so we better take notes.
Remember to bring a friend...Its always nice to see new faces and what better way to start the New Year
off with this months program. Get there early and have some pizza along with some chit-chat...we’d all like
to know what Santa brought you in the way of fishing gear too. So we should see you on January 9th!
You’re all invited.

Fishermen are born honest,
but they get over it.
ED ZERN (1945)

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

Desert Fly Casters

DFC 2007 BANQUET
Board member, David
Hwang, found time with
his camera to catch a few
great moments at our
December Annual Banquet.
As you can see everyone
had a great time and the
way it looks some of us fly
fishing guru’s have had the
chance to keep the flames
going with fly fishing by
passing our knowledge on
to the next generation. Way
to go- a very successful
banquet and fun by all who
attended.
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JANUARY 2008 DFC OUTING
Event: “Day on the Salt River”
Where: Salt River at Phon D. Sutton Recreation Area
When: Saturday , January 19, 2008 (starting at 8:00 a.m.)
Activities: Fly fishing, of course. Remember AZGF has recently
started stocking trout again so please make sure that you have purchased a 2008 fishing license with a trout stamp.
Meal: Lunch will be provided by the club at approximately 11:30.
Please bring a side item to share.
Contact: David Hwang • 480-792-0896
Please remember:
New, 2008 State Fishing License with trout stamp. (required)
Tonto Parking Pass (http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/tp/index.shtml.)
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Dave’s Snowout.....
Editors Notes: The copy below was
submitted last month by Dave
Weaver’s wife Karen. I had sent over
the December/Banquet issue of our
newsletter and found out that Dave
was somewhere north fishing...my
newsletter would have to wait.
However our old buddy the Weaver
man stayed in touch with Karen just
to let her know he was all right and
not to worry. (Ahh the convenience of
technology- the cell phones with cameras) Karen sent these photos over to
me- too late to get in the December
newsletter...so here we are the E-mail
communication to me from Karen and
photos from Dave...Guess you’ll have
to ask him about the trip and all the
snow.

....Dave asked me to send these to
you. Instead of joining the maddening crowds Friday morning, he
took off to the mountains to fish. A
snow storm met him as soon as he
got there, and despite the blinding
snow, frigid temperatures, and
good sense, he fished. He caught
quite a few that first day, but I
think the fish were a bit wiser than
he was and took cover the rest of
the weekend and weren't interested
in the frozen, die-hard fisherman
floating above them. After thawing
out Saturday night, he planned on
fishing Sunrise Lake on his way
back to this nice warm valley, but
found it frozen (most likely from
the 14 degree temps during the
night) and "packed it in" and came
home.
Karen

by Karen Weaver

That’s all ice!
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MEMBERSHIP
CORNER

Random Thoughts From The Tying Bench

DFC 2008 Membership drive will
be Jan – April. This year one lucky
DFC member will win a 9ft, 4
piece, 4 wt. fly rod built by Gerry
Wiemelt. The winner will be drawn
at our May meeting. Stop by the
membership table and check out
the kit Gerry will be building. You
do not have to be present to win.
To kick off our 2008 membership
drive all 2007 members will be in a
drawing for $300 DFC money.
This money can be used for a DFC
club trip, donated to Canyon
Creek Restoration or Casting for
Recovery or it can be given back
to DFC to purchase a special raffle prize in your name. The drawing will be held at the Jan meeting.
You do not need to be present to
win.
New members in Nov: Mike and
Harriet Georgopapadakos

DON’T FORGET – You are free to agree, disagree, or interpret my opinions in any way you see fit. There
are no fly tying police or fly fishing police. Don’t be afraid to think for yourself or differ with the
“experts.” But do be polite about it. There are not many things you can do today that leave you completely
free to do as you wish. Even take a fish home to eat once in a while—as long as it is legal to do so.
Sometimes we take this ecology bit too far.
FIGHTING FISH – Suddenly you have a fish on. What do you do now? First of all I hope you struck the
fish with a slip-strike and lifted the butt of the rod instead of jerking the rod tip up. The rod tip is for casting and the rod butt is for fighting fish. Most of the inshore fish wading fly fishers catch can easily be
handled by stripping in the fly line with your line hand. Don’t adhere to the old adage to “keep the rod
tip up and get the fish on the reel.” A lot of fish are lost because of that poor advice. You cannot put much
pressure on a fish with the rod tip and you can blow it all trying to reel in loose line instead of fighting
the fish. If you do have a large fish on, let it run and put itself on the reel. I hope you didn’t set the drag
up to 3 or 5 pounds as some “experts” recommend. If you did a sudden jolt will occur when the fish
comes tight against the reel and that jolt could pull the hook out. Keep just enough drag on the reel so
that when you jerk on the line it will not backlash. If you need more drag during the fight, use the palming rim. Fight large fish by keeping the rod tip down and pointing at the fish and fighting with the first
stripping guide. It’s called fighting “down and dirty.” The old timers used to say “give them the butt.”
Even with a 12 weight tarpon rod you can only exert about 3.5 pounds on a fish with the rod tip. Whereas
you can exert up to 12 pounds on a fish when fighting “down and dirty.”
Don’t fight a fish by pumping the rod and reeling in the line you gained. When you pressure a fish it
tries very hard to fight back. You can gently apply even pressure and practically lead most fish wherever
you want. Often you can remove all pressure and the fish will simply stop and wonder what’s going on.
Only pump the rod when you cannot move a very large fish any other way. And fly rods are not built to
do this successfully.

Charlie Rosser
Membership Chairman DFC
480-586-7163
Chasr123@cox.net

By C.W. “Don” Coleman - Taken from the Tampa Bay Fly Fishers Newsletter

What Fly Should I Use?
Taken from the McKenzie Fly Fishers newsletter
What fly should I use? Understanding the resting-feeding cycle of fish can help make the first choice the right
one instead of a blind guess. A fly fisherman can set up a rough timetable of the daily cycle on most streams. The
main feeding period occurs during the most pleasant period of the day for the particular season, midday or early
afternoon for spring or late autumn, and dawn or dusk for midsummer. Not surprisingly, this corresponds to the
best water temperature and the frequency of hatches on most streams. Minor feeding periods occur before or after
the major feeding time, and an angler should put roughly a two hour resting phase on either side of the main meal
period to find the minor periods. Trout don't consciously set this rhythm; the feelings of hunger and station simply adapt to the cycle of food availability.
Stoney chose the Elk Hair Caddis, the Adams, and the Royal Trude as his three "must" flies. He picked these
for our western trout streams so that he would have a downwing (to imitate stonefliesas well as caddisflies), an
upwing (to imitate mayflies), and a general attractor (for bouncing riffles).
The first thing a fly fisherman has to do when he gets to the river is stop and watch the water. Before he chooses a fly, whether he does it empirically, generally, or scientifically, he has to find out where he is at the moment
in the daily feeding cycle. He can do that if he studies the water for rises on the surface and flashing fish below
the surface. Either seeing something or seeing nothing will tell him about the mood of the trout.
What fly do I use when a trout is inactive and not accepting natural food items?
A dry fly probably will not move the fish. A streamer might provoke a strike, or a perfectly drifted nymph might
tempt him to open his mouth.
What fly do I use when a trout is not actively feeding but receptive to food?
Trout are seldom so glutted that they won't show interest in any food. The exception usually is after long, heavy
feeding on a superb hatch. It they're only mildly receptive, a fly that imitates a prime chunk of food will appeal to
voraciousness. If they're almost ready to start feeding, a fly that inspires playfulness or curiosity will draw more
strikes.
What fly do I use when a trout is actually feeding?
Match the predominant food item, even if the drift is a smorgasbord of different insects and the fish are taking
everything.
What fly do I use when I can't decide which fly to use?
Sometimes the quickest way to solve a problem is with more than one possible answer. The easiest way is to fish
two dry flies-or a dry fly and a nymph-is to tie an extra length of monofilament right to the eye of the first fly. This
is not only quick, with no changes in the original leader, but the two patterns seldom tangle (Stoney showed me
this dropper method - when a pod of trout couldn't make up their mind whether they wanted an Elk Hair Caddis
or a Midge Pupa, and Stoney's solution was to show them both with this "New Zealand tie").
Four Basic Categories of a Dry
Dry flies have four basic categories, a low and high profile imitation and a low and high profile attractor. The high
profile imitation (such as the Gray Fox Varient), the low profile Imitation (such as the Elk Hair Caddis), the high
profile Attractor (such as the Bivisible), and the low profile attractor (such as the House and Lot). The key to finding the dry fly answer is not to change just flies, but to change categories.

2008 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Donna Hatheway- Secretary
Outings- Bill Thyng
Programs- Dave Weaver
Retail - Gerry Wiemelt
Membership- Charlie Rosser
Education- David Hwang
Education Committee
Doug Walker
Conservation- Mike Yavello
Conservation Committee
Richard Hall, Bob Harrison

OUTINGS- 2008
January 19 – Day at the Salt
Hosted By: David Hwang

February 22nd & 23rd
Dead Horse State Park
Hosted By: Steve Berry

March (dates to be determined) ISE Show
April 18th & 19th
Point of Pines
Hosted By: Bill Thyng

TU/FFF Liaison- Dan Schwartz
Videos & Books- Open
Raffles- Tyler Stone
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

NOTE ALL DATE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
BASED ON HOST AVALIABILITY!!!!!
REMEMBER without the members help there would be no outings. To host an outing all that you
have to do is schedule the date and place and then be there for the outing. We’d like to hear
from you- Call Cinda at: 480-217-5089

Membership at Large- Doc Nickel
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com
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MAIL TO:
Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

☛

Date :__________
DESERT FLY CASTERS
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM
Would you like your monthly newsletter e-mailed to you Yes___No ___
Are you a member of Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) Yes___No ___
Name: ____________________________
Address: __________________________
City:______________ State:________ Zip:____________
Home Phone:______________ Cell:_______________
Email:____________________________
Occupation: ___________________________
Annual Dues $35 (individual or family)
Type of membership: Re-newal___ New __

$________

Name Tag $3 each:
Names
1:________________________
2:________________________

$________

Conservation: Amount of tax deductible donation: $________
TOTAL

$________

Complete and bring to the next meeting or mail to the address below
Meetings are 2nd Weds of every month
Meeting location - American Legion Post #2 2125 S. Industrial Park Ave, Tempe, AZ
DESERT FLY CASTERS – PO BOX 42252 – MESA, AZ 85274-2252
Attention Membership
Web Address: www.desertflycasters.com

