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JULY MEETING:

Wednesday,
July 11, 2007
PIZZA and Chit-Chat at 6:00 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM
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2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
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July notes from Cinda Howard

I received a call from Larry Riley, Head of Fisheries of the Game and Fish
Department, and he was delivering some bad news. A routine sampling from Lee’s Ferry tested
positive for whirling disease.
What is Whirling Disease?
"Myxobolus cerebralis is a metazoan parasite that penetrates the head and spinal cartilage of fingerling trout where it multiplies very rapidly, putting pressure on the organ of equilibrium. This causes
the fish to swim erratically (whirl), and have difficulty feeding and avoiding predators. In severe
infections, the disease can cause high rates of mortality in young-of-the-year fish. Those that survive
until the cartilage hardens to bone can live a normal life span, but are marred by skeletal deformities. Fish can, however reproduce without passing on the parasite to their offspring." (courtesy of
www.whirling-disease.org)
Larry asked me to help get the word out about what we can do to keep it from infecting more fisheries in the state.
Since whirling disease can live in a pair of waders for up to 30 years, it is crucial that anglers take
a proactive approach in order to stop the spread.
It is very easy to stop the transfer and only takes a few minutes of your time. To clean waders and
boots, use a 9 to 1 water to bleach solution. Use a spray bottle to saturate your waders and boots and
then let dry. (9 ounces water mixed with 1 ounce of bleach). I have used this solution many times
and found that it is not harmful to my gear. Larry also said that 409 cleaner will kill the parasite but
I have no personal experience with using it.
Please help spread the word to all your angler friends so that we can keep all of our fisheries
healthy. Review the Press Release from AZGFD about the findings on pages 4 and 5 of our DFC
newsletter, this issue: Whirling disease discovered in trout at Lees Ferry
Thank you.
Cinda, DFC President

DFC JULY PROGRAM....
WANT TO KNOW WHERE THE FISH WILL BE AT APACHE LAKE??
Don’t miss Jim Warnke from AZ Game & Fish at our July DFC meeting. Mr. Warnke will be
presenting a very informative program about the fish habitat work at Apache Lake. This program will give you a leg up on all other anglers as you will know where the fish habitat
improvements have been made and where the BIG ONES are hiding.
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!!!
The annual Swap an’ Shop is cancelled for July and will be re-scheduled depending on clum
member interest. If you have an interest in a club swap/shop please let Tyler Stone know!!

SPECIAL DFC OUTING FOR SEPTEMBER
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

We have a special DFC outing for Sept 6 – 9 (Thursday – Sunday). We will be able to accommodate
20 DFC members. We will be staying at The Ranch at Southfork located on the Little Colorado River
just before the X Diamond. We have the X Diamond water reserved for Friday Sept 7 and Sunday
Sept 9 and will put up to 10 people a day on it, price included. You can do small stream fishing or
fish the White Mountain Lakes (Greer Lakes, Big Lake, Crescent or Sunrise). If enough interest, there
will be several small stream education classes available.
The Ranch at Southfork has 4 cabins with multiple bedrooms and kitchens. We will also have
barbeque grills and a smoker available. Cost is $150 per person. First 20 DFC members paid in full
will be accepted. There will be a sign up sheet at the June meeting.
Your host for this outing will be Charlie Rosser (480-586-7163). See me at the meetings or contact Cinda if interested.
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT
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White Mountains Extravaganza- Revisited
By Steve Berry
Well the weekend has come and
gone and only the stories are left. I think
most of the stories are good and hopefully
everyone had a great of a weekend as I did.
Looking back at the weekend just makes
me want to start planning for next year. If
you didn’t have a chance to join us, maybe
you should start planning for next year also.
The weekend started early on Thursday
with the nice drive to the White Mountains.
Senic as always, it just makes you want to
start fishing the closer you get. As most of
you know, we stayed at Rainbow campground this year. Although the campground was nice, I think the only complaint
that any of us had was that we were not all
together as usual. Because of the situation,
we had to make the best of it and I think we
did that very well. There were definitely a
few advantages as well. Did I mention the
Hot! showers
and
nearby
store for that
last
minute
must have. Or
even the ice
cream bar at
7am
(Bill
Thyng).
After getting
set up, several
of us headed
over to Big
Lake to get in a
little
fishing
before dinner.
The group I
was with hit Railroad Cove and the water
was fairly smooth with fish popping up all
around us. The problem was they were
popping up and they did not seem to be
interested in the flies we were throwing at
them. We did manage to get a few fish and
it was definitely at great evening to be on
the water. The later it got, the smoother the
water got and I almost hated to get off the
water, but I knew dinner was waiting.
Friday the posse was up early and headed in several different directions. We
decided to give Pacheta a try. Once again
we had smooth water and there seemed to
be fish rising all around. By the time we
got to the lake, my breakfast has settled in
and I was ready for a nap. I let the others

head out to scout out the fishing for me.
Once again, fish were caught, but it did
seem a little tougher than usual. After
lunch, we decided to head over to Drift
Fence. We had seen several fishing rising
there when were on our
way to Pacheta.
A few cast after getting
on the water, Fish on!
That was what were hoping for. Throwing hoppers
towards the weed edges,
Cinda and I both managed
to catch nice rainbows. At
19” hers was a little nicer
than mine. We fished for a
while longer and managed
several more nice fish. They were all fat
and healthy and there was no signs of any
winter kill. We fished to the last minute
and then scrambled back to
camp for the
social hour with
the Arizona Fly
Casters. AFC
happened
to
have an outing
the same weekend and their
members were
staying at the
same
campground. They
were
kind
enough
to
envite us over
and it was definitely worth the trip.
Margarita or Mi Tie. Decisions decisions.
The food was great also and there was lots
of it. After the social and dinner, it was
time for the campfire. Glenn Knight and
his son Alex took care of the fire. “If you
build it, they will come.” That is apparently still true. I looked around at one point
and counted 14 people enjoying the fire and
company. It was pretty funny as well to see
Cinda sitting at the table tying flies by the
light of a lantern.
Saturday rolled around and it was back
to work, I mean fishing. Since we had done
so well the evening before, we decided to
go back to Drift Fence. What a difference
a few hours can make. The fishing was

tough and that glassy water was gone due to
the wind howling across the water. The
club was definitely well represented on the
lake. It looked like a hatch of float tubes
and pontoons that was in need of a air traffic controller. Fortunately I think most on
the water managed to catch a few fish.

Some more than others. Mark Dalton was
the official last man standing, or floating I
guess in this case. It seemed that as the rest
of us were getting off the lake, Mark had
found something that was working very
well. As I was packing, it seemed that
everytime I looked over he was hooked into
another fish. I talked to him later and the
hoppers were the ticket late in the day.
Saturday night was the chili cook and
what has become the annual crawdad boil.
Or its new name as given by Mark Lucht
the boys, “ The Deadliest Catch” DFC
style. Mark showed up as usual with an ice
chest brimming over with crawdads caught
in the local waters. Just doing our part to
get rid of a few of them and they taste pretty good too. The pots got fired up and the
food was soon overflowing. I did not get a
headcount for the night, but the turnout was
great. There were old members, new members and everyone in between. I even met a
member from AFC who just couldn’t pass
up another hot meal. Before the night was
over, lots of laughs and good times were
shared.
Sunday morning it was time to pack it up
and head for home. Although the drive was
great, it was like a reality check as the temp
started to rise all the way down the mountain. I guess we will just have to start planning for next year. I would like to thank all
the members and families that made this
another successful year.
See you on the water,
Steve
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Bone Fish...Puerto Penasco, Mexico
Several Desert Fly Casters have landed
Bone Fish in Rocky Point in the past, but
very few of us have actually fished for
them. I have had enough success lately to
target them, and I found them to be more
plentiful than I had thought. The Bone
Fish is one of the few fish that the local
Mexican fisherman will return to the
water. Bone Fish in Puerto Penasco are an
untapped treasure. I believe that they can
be caught almost year round. The smaller
ones 11-13 inches are quite abundant. I
have not landed anything over 14 inches
yet. Dave Weaver has had several multiBone Fish days. If you hit the right beach
at the right time you could have a 20 fish
day.
Catching these elusive fish involves
casting a heavy sinking line. I have used a
200 grain line with my 6 weight saltwater
set up and I like the light touch of this set
up. You may have even more success with
a 300-400 grain line. Try to feel every
grain of sand with your retrieve, and any

by Vince Deadmond

little thing different . . . strip strike, and
you will have a chance at a Bone Fish.
The take is subtle, the fish inhales the
fly, mouths it, and rejects it quickly when
it does not taste or feel right. The last time
I fished RP for bones I landed 22 fish in
two days. I had that many early releases,
and dozens of subtle bites that I just
missed.
Joe Staller and some of his fishing
buddy’s joined me in May for a Bone Fish
adventure. We had a large tide going out
early one Saturday morning. We were
able to ride the tide almost to the Mayan
Palace, before it changed and returned us
to La Pinta. Joe’s buddy’s were from out
of town and need to borrow some gear.
They got the back up for the back up, gear
and Joe and I really felt bad that they only
landed two Bone Fish on Saturday.
Having the right gear is essential, using
the right strip technique is critical, and
almost any Clouser will catch some Bone
Fish. We caught Cabrilla, Pompano, and

some nice Orange Mouth Corvina – just
another day in paradise kind of fishing
report.
For those of you who think I only saltwater fly fish, it is almost the time of year
that I do my freshwater Pilgrimage to
Northern Wisconsin. I plan to fish for
Smallmouth Bass, Largemouth Bass,
Muskie, Blue Gil, Rainbow, Brook, and
Brown Trout. I may even fish for Carp, ah
so many fish, so little vacation time. Hope
to share fish pictures and stories with
everyone in August.

August Outing – Mogollon Rim.
August 18 & 19. hosted (might be too strong a term if you use White Mountain Outing as the bar)
by Bob Harrison.
This is a fishing trip. We will have a camp fire if allowed. You are on your own for food.
This outing is a chance to get out of the heat with only a couple hours of driving. Of course, it is also the time of
year that thunderstorms and afternoon rain are an almost daily occurrence. The White Mountains outing in June
may have provided a preview. Remember – You need to get off the water when thunder and lightning are around.
That nine foot rod that was the preference of all the panel members at the June meeting makes you the highest
point all the way to the bank of the lake. A good rain jacket with a hood and a hat the sheds water will let you fish
through the rain when the thunderhead has passed by. This can be the best fishing of the day (well the best fishing of the day is when you are on the water). The rain cools the water which even at this altitude can stress the
fish in the heat of the day. The clouds also allow the fish to swim closer to the surface with less risk from aerial
predators.
The other possibility for weather is wind. We can hope that it will alternate between gusting and calm. If this is the
case, you want to be on the down wind side of one of the points. The wind will blow some of the terrestrials out
of the trees and the fish will rise to take them as the water calms.
I still haven’t made a choice of where to fish. Canyon Creek, Willow Springs or Woods Canyon are at top of the
list. Woods Canyon and Willow Springs have the easy access and should have a few of the stockers from earlier
in the year with a little growth on them. Willow Springs provides opportunity for a mini slam with small mouth bass,
trout and blue gill. Woods Canyon has several areas that have rising trout though most of the day. I have fished
Canyon Creek a couple times lately and expect to fish it again during the work outing on June 30th.
The good news is that all three of these are close enough that we can fish more than one.
One other hint I can provide is that you should go to local sportings goods store and pick up a pair yellow lens
shooting glasses. Take them with you on the water for fishing in late evening. The yellow lens increases contrast.
You can get an extra half hour or more of fishing. This is typically when the wind has dropped off and fish are starting to rise. Of course the down side is you have to fix dinner in the dark. We all have our priorities.
If you are planning to go, I will have a sign up at the July and August meetings. I’ll get a map together for the
August newsletter. Can provide a small pontoon, UTube and a round ‘belly’ boat that beginners can use. I only
have one extra set of fins. We will have to make arrange something for a couple sets. See me at the meeting.
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Whirling disease discovered in trout at Lees Ferry
News Media • Jun 15, 2007
PHOENIX – Laboratory results for trout
routinely sampled at Lees Ferry by
Arizona Game and Fish Department biologists this spring came back positive for
whirling disease on Wednesday, June 13,
marking the first time this disease has
been documented in wild fish in Arizona
public waters.
Whirling disease is a parasitic infection
of trout. It gets its name because the parasite infiltrates the head and spinal cartilage
of small fingerling trout and can cause the
fish to swim erratically (whirl). More
information on the disease can be obtained
from the Whirling Disease Foundation or
at the Whirling Disease Initiative home
page.
“We have seen no clinical symptoms of
whirling disease in trout at Lees Ferry.
This is likely an early detection. Based on
our sampling so far, it appears there is a
low level of infection in the trout population there. We are stepping up our monitoring efforts to stay on top of the situation,” says Fisheries Chief Ty Gray.
The department will conduct additional
sampling of trout in July and October to
further assess the extent of the disease in
the trout population.
Game and Fish biologists stress that
whirling disease does not affect humans or
other fish species; it is only known to
affect trout. Although there is no known
method for eradicating this disease in the
wild, efforts in other parts of the country
indicate that management and control is
possible.
The department has been sampling for
whirling disease at Lees Ferry repeatedly
since 1999. Until now all samples have
been negative. The department has not
stocked or authorized any trout stocking at
Lees Ferry since 1998. All department
hatcheries are annually inspected for

whirling disease and remain free of the
disease.
Possible pathways for whirling disease
introduction include the movement of
infected fish as well as being transported
by wildlife (birds), humans, or water. The
nearest whirling disease positive site within the Colorado River drainage is on the
San Juan River in New Mexico. However,
determining the actual pathway of
whirling disease into Lees Ferry will be
difficult if not impossible.
“Obviously we’re concerned about the
potential impact this new development
might have and we’ll immediately
increase management activities, but we
have no reason to believe it will affect the
quality of fishing at this world-class blue
ribbon trout fishery any time soon, if at
all,” says Gray.
Jeff English, a guide with Lees Ferry
Anglers, says that right now the Ferry is
experiencing its best fishing in five years
and trout are in great condition. “There are
16- to 18-inch fish up near the dam that
are fat-bellied, hard-fighting beasts that
are routinely breaking lines.”
Game and Fish officials are asking
anglers and other recreationists who visit
the Ferry to take some simple and easy
precautions to help prevent the spread of
this disease to other trout waters in the
state.
Please take the following steps:
* Never transport live fish from one water
body to another (this is illegal in Arizona).
* Dispose of fish entrails and skeletal
parts properly. Never discard fish parts in
or near streams or rivers. Do not discard
fish parts in a kitchen disposal. Whirling
disease spores can survive most wastewater treatment systems. Instead, discard
in dry waste that would go to a landfill.
* Rinse all mud and debris from equipment and wading gear, and drain water

from boats before leaving an infected
drainage. This is good practice for preventing transfer of other aquatic hitchhikers as well.
Anglers interested in ways to best treat
their
equipment
should
visit
h t t p : / / w w w . w h i r l i n g disease.org/files/wd_prevention.pdf for
more tips.
Game and Fish officials said that
although this is the first known case of
whirling disease in Arizona public waters,
trout from whirling disease positive facilities have been stocked into private waters
as early as 2000.
The trout for the private ponds originated from hatcheries outside Arizona that
tested positive for the disease after the fish
had been delivered to Arizona. In each
case, immediate remedial treatment steps
were taken to eliminate potential establishment of the disease. Subsequent testing at these waters demonstrated that the
efforts were successful.
“No wild trout in Arizona have ever
been documented to have whirling disease
until now, although we now join all the
other western states that are contending
with this disease,” Gray says.
Frequently asked questions on whirling disease
1. What is whirling disease and do all
fish get it?
Whirling disease is a parasitic infection
that attacks juvenile trout and salmon, but
does not infect warm water species. All
species of trout and salmon may be susceptible to whirling disease.
Rainbow trout and cutthroat trout
appear to be more susceptible than other
trout species. The parasite can infect
brown trout, but they appear to have some
immunity to the infection and have not
been as greatly impacted as rainbow trout.
Studies in Montana and at the University
of California-Davis have demonstrated
that grayling and bull trout are very resistant to infection. Click here for more information on whirling disease.
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER

Life Cycle of Whirling Disease

Welcome new member Steven Palmer.
Want to learn to tie all the knots you need
to know for fishing? Go to this web site
and it has animated description of all the
knots you will need. Thanks to Jerry
Myers for passing this on.
http://www.animatedknots.com/indexfishing.php?LogoImage=LogoGrog.jpg&
Website=www.animatedknots.com
Charlie Rosser
480-586-7163

Stupid Fly Fishing Tricks
Submitted by Daryl Crowley – West
Michigan Hacklers

2. Does whirling disease pose a threat to
struggling populations of native fish in
the Grand Canyon?
No. Whirling disease only poses a threat
to trout. However, if the disease is spread
to other areas of Arizona, it could possibly
jeopardize populations of native Apache
and Gila trout. Anglers can take simple
steps to help ensure that doesn’t happen.
3. Where is whirling disease found?
Whirling disease is found in 25 states
including: Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Virginia,
Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming;
and in several European countries, in
South Africa, and in New Zealand.
4. Can humans get whirling disease?
No, the parasite can't infect humans.
5. Does whirling disease always destroy
trout populations?
No. Although the parasite is established
in hundreds of waters, its presence does
not always mean whirling disease will
cause dramatic population losses.
6. How is whirling disease transmitted?
Whirling disease is transmitted by
infected fish and fish parts. It may also be
transmitted by birds and it is possible fishermen could carry the disease on fishing
equipment. However, live infected fish are
the main vector for the spread of the disease.

7. How can I prevent the spread of the
disease?
First and foremost, do not transport live
fish or carry fish or fish parts from one
drainage to another. If fishing known
whirling disease-infected waters, care
should be taken to rinse all mud and
debris from equipment and wading gear,
and drain water from boats before leaving
the infected drainage.
8. What are the Arizona Game and Fish
Department and others doing to prevent
the spread of this disease?
The first and most critical step is
informing anglers and enlisting their support to not unintentionally spread this disease from Lees Ferry to other waters.
The department has been routinely sampling for this disease for eight years and
will now ramp up its sampling efforts
accordingly. Signage will also be placed
at the Ferry informing anglers of the suspected infestation. Although eradication
does not appear possible, the department
is exploring every management tool available and will deploy those best suited for
conditions at the Ferry.

We’ve all done it. And for what other reason
then to amuse and entertain our friends.
While akin to Stupid Human Tricks, or
Stupid Pet Tricks, these are specific to our
chosen sport. Many of these I’ve compiled
from personal experience, others from
observing friends equally practiced at executing tricks. You probably already know
many of these tricks, but add any you’re not
already familiar with to your repertoire and
amaze your friends. Here then is a collection of Stupid Fly Fishing Tricks bound to
make you the life of the party during your
next fly fishing trip.
1. Shut the car door on your rod tip.
2. Bring a box of streamers to the big hatch
and leave your dry flies at home.
3. Bring your waders but leave your wading
boots at home.
4. Just as a really big trout starts feeding
voraciously, hang your backcast high in a
tree.
5. Don’t use the restroom before putting on
your waders, belt, and vest.
6. Don’t check the batteries in your flashlight before going night fishing.
7. While stopping the boat along the river
for a break, let one of your oars drift away.
8. Forget to put the drain plug in your boat.
9. Float downstream until dark and miss
your take-out.
10. Stab wildly at a big fish with your net
and catch the fly on the outside of the net,
knocking the fish off.
11. When stringing your rod, wrap the line
around the rod between the 5th and 6th
guides. Don’t figure out why you are having
trouble shooting line until you’re done fishing and putting your rod away.
12. Tie on a very small and difficult-to-see
fly in low-light, and then cut the main line
instead of the tag end.
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OUTINGS- 2007

Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Donna Hatheway- Secretary

Below are preliminary dates for 2007 club outings, if you would like to host an outing and
have a particular place in mind please feel free to contact me and we will get it schedule.
REMEMBER without the members help there would be no outings. To host an outing all
that you have to do is schedule the date and place and then be there for the outing.

September – 6th thru 9th (Thursday-Sunday)
The Ranch at Southfork located on the Little Colorado River
Hosted by Charlie Rosser (480-586-7163)
October - 20th to 23rd San Juan River
(Hosted by Cinda Howard)

November – 2nd to 4th Rocky Point
(Hosted by Doc Nickel)

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252
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Ted MiskinnsMembership at Large
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Jay Figley
DESERT FLY CASTERS HOT LINE
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Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

August – 18th and 19th Mogollon Rim
(Hosted by Bob Harrison)

☛

TU/FFF/WCC:
Rocky Minster

July – 15th to 17th Lee’s Ferry Outing
(Hosted by Tyler Stone)
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