NOVEMBER

D

E

S

E

R T

F

L Y

C

A

S

T

E

R

S

A

B

A

R

B

L

E

S

S

C

L

U

B

MARK YOUR CALENDARS...
The Annual DFC Banquet is on for December 13, 2006
Tell all your fly fishing friends...
Don’t miss out on all the fun!
Banquet Raffle Committee...Hard at Work

NOVEMBER MEETING:

Wednesday,
November 8, 2006
PIZZA and Chit-Chat at 6:00 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

On October 24th, Steve Berry, Bill Thying, along with wife Marsha, Mark
Lucht, Dave Weaver, Charlie Rosser, Cinda Howard and, yours truly met at
Tyler Stones house to organize prizes, raffles and fun for the Annual DFC
Banquet. Tyler served up some great Black Bean and Sausage Posole along
with rice, bread and soft drinks. Tyler had the World Series on in the background- special request for …hey what with my past ties to the Tigers back
in my Michigan days, a guys gotta play while working. The committee was
active in obtaining …a Water Skeeter Pontoon Boat, Ross Large Arbor
Reel, Orvis Zero Gravity fly rod,
complete fly tying kit, 2 nights
stay with a full day of fishing at
the X-Diamond Ranch, and
some other neat items such as tickets to the Broadway Palms Dinner
Theatre, a golf bag and much, much more! Tyler mentioned that we’ll
have some gift certificates for fly tying materials to accommodate
some of the fly tying vises. It was good to see the enthusiasm generated by the committee for all the gear. In fact I only wish I could go to
the banquet tomorrow night cause I’ve got my eye’s on one of the rods
to add to my arsenal. I guess for now I’ll just have to wait for all of the
surprises on Wednesday, December 13, 2006.
R.McKeon DFC Editor/Graphic Guru

EVERYONE HAS A
PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY.
SOME JUST DO NOT
HAVE FILM.

DFC NOVEMBER PROGRAM....
ARIZONA FLY FISHING LEGEND....JOHN ROHMER!
John will focus this month's presentation on Arizona bass on the Fly and recent conditions in the White
Mountains. There will also be a large amount of time for Q & A.
John is a long time Arizonan who has fished all over the state, as well as the western U.S. from Canada to
Mexico. The experience he has gained from walking the banks of the Black River and the Colorado at Lee's Ferry,
float tubing our desert lakes for bass and crappie and high lakes for trout, as well as the estuaries of the Baja, will
help you determine where, when, and how to fish the diverse regions of our state.
He has been tying flies for over thirty years, teaches the fly tying classes and is glad to help you with any of
your fly tying needs. He is co-owner of Arizona Fly fishing and spends his time between the shop and his materials business, John Rohmer Materials. He offers a full line of innovative fly tying products that are available to
you in the shop

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

YES....There will be a FLY TYING MEETING
Sorry for the inconvenience in not getting the information in our newsletter...
Please check our web site at: www.desertflycasters.com
for all updated information and directions.

Presidents Message- November 2006

Cinda Howard

At the October and November meetings we hold board member nominations. If you know
someone that would be a good addition to our board, please nominate them at the next meeting. If you
would like to be a board member, please let me know. The board meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month
at Old Chicago Pizza & Pasta in Tempe. Here are the board positions:
....report continued on page 3

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

Desert Fly Casters

Fishing the Provo River, Utah
by Douglas Walker

To finish up my summer fishing adventure,
I decided to fish the Provo River south of Salt Lake
City, Utah. Originating in the high Uinta
Mountains, the Provo River is divided into three
distinct sections: lower, middle, and upper. Each
section is bounded by a body of water: the Upper
Provo flows from Trail Lake down to Jordanelle
Reservoir, the Middle Provo is found between
Jordanelle and Deer Creek Reservoir, and the
Lower section flows downstream from Deer Creek
through the Provo Canyon. The largest stretch of
the river is the Upper Provo. My partners in fly
fishing crime at the CountrySport Limited Fly Shop
in Portland, Oregon recommended Eddie
Robinson’s Fly Fishing in Orem Utah for guide service. I called and spoke with Adam
Greer in the shop and in no time I had
myself set up for a guided trip on
Thursday, July 27th. This would be
my last hooray for this trip.
Pulling into the Provo area on
Wednesday, I dropped by the shop to
meet Adam and make final arrangements. Adam indicated that as of late,
fishing in the afternoon had been generally better than the mornings due to
hatches in the late afternoon and early
evening so after some discussion, I
decided to opt for a later day guide.
Upon leaving the shop, Adam suggested I do some sightseeing. I decided to
drive up the canyon on the Provo
Canyon Scenic Byway which is US
189 and see some of the sights knowing that the next day I would be completely focused on catching fish! A nice falls along
the way is Bridal Veil Falls which is a 607-foot tall
double cataract waterfall in the south end of Provo
Canyon. An aerial tramway service to the top of the
falls was built in 1967 and the small, six-passenger
tramway functioned as a recreational attraction
until an avalanche destroyed the tram in early 1996.
From the falls I drove up the canyon a ways passing a construction area site and tunnel before turning around and heading to the hotel.
The next day I slept in, had an early lunch and
then went to meet my guide, Brian Wimmer, at the
fly shop about 11:30 am. Brian recommended we
fish the lower section of the Provo so on leaving the
shop, I jumped into my car and followed his pickup into the Provo Canyon to the point where I had
turned around the previous day. We parked along
the side of US 189 just beyond the tunnel. After
donning waders and boots, we hiked a short ways
up on the river bank to our first spot. As I watched,
I noticed Brian was rigging up my line with of all
things – something called the dredge! While on the
Green River trip back in April, (see June issue) after
lunch on our first day out, our guide had rigged us

up with this contraption called the dredge. Its basic
configuration consists of a lot of weight tied on the
bottom of the tippet with the flies above. It acts
something similar to the “San Juan shuffle” stirring
up bottom material attracting fish to your nymphs.
I told Brian that the majority of guides on the Green
River didn’t refused to rig us up in that manner and
even claimed that it bordered on being illegal.
Brian commented that guides that didn’t want to rig
up with the dredge were “plain lazy”. OK, I will
store that away for the trip next year.
Once all set, I began casting and utilizing the
usual approach to nymphing; cast upstream, mend
upstream; point rod at strike indicator; manage line
slack; and drift as long as possible. Before long, a
strike!! A nice brown was on the line. Here on the
Provo River, the majority of fish caught were
brown trout and they fought differently than the

rainbows had on either the Clackamas or Deschutes
up in Oregon. These guys would hang the bottom
and really pull hard on the line. They would also
work the current against you. But, in the end, unless
you do something dumb like not letting the fish run
and take out line (which I occasionally do) the fish
tires out and is eventually captured in the net. “The
brown (Eagle) has landed”; a nice way to start fishing the Provo. The next fish hooked up was a small
rainbow. As I was watching my strike indicator
float by, a small fish no more than about 6 inches
long comes flying out of the water about 6 ft downstream of the indicator. That looked strange I
thought to myself. Then my line went tight and the
little flying fish was on the end of my line! This
happened twice more where a small rainbow had
taken the fly and began it’s aerobatics before I even
knew it was on. While they were small, they made
for some nice mix up in action and were fun to
watch!! But these guys were the minority; most of
the fish taken were brown trout, ranging in size
from 14 to 18 inches and all giving a whale of a
fight. Some fought so long and hard that my arm
became tried and started to hurt. Most of the time

pain is not good except for this situation, oh the joy
of an aching arm from fighting trout! All during the
day while we were fishing, a flotilla of float tubers
kept coming down the river. People of all ages were
having a blast enjoying the cool water and watching the world float by. On one of the first encounters I asked Brian if we needed to wait until they
passed so as not to spook the trout. Brian’s reply
was no, “if the fish waited to eat when the river was
quiet, they would never eat!” How true. At times
we literally caught fish underneath the float tubes!
We continued to fish catching browns and one or
two more rainbows. The day wound down with
Brian taking a photo of me in the middle of the
river and an old steam locomotive passing by carrying tourist up the canyon, a scene out of a
Norman Rockwell painting.
The next morning I got up early, packed everything and turned the rental car’s noise
south toward Phoenix and home. I had
guided fishing on the Clackamas River
out of Portland, the Deschutes River in
central Oregon and the Provo River in
Utah. Did I have a favorite? No, not
really. All the rivers fished different
and uniquely. Was it worth hiring the
guides? In these articles I have only
focused on the guided trips. Besides
what you have read about, I fished the
Upper Owens and East Walker Rivers
on the eastern side of the Sierra’s in
California, the headwaters above
Multnomah Falls outside of Portland
and both the Middle and South Fork’s
of the Ogden River in Ogden Utah.
Let’s see, score; without guide, a total
of about half a dozen fish hooked up
with maybe 4 landed; and none of them
were anything to get excited about. With the guide
service, over 30 fish landed over the 3 days fishing
with some really nice trophy trout taken. Yep!
Those guides do make a difference. They are pricey
but if you are interested in getting some action on
the rod, the guides are the way to go.
All in all, a great trip of seeing beautiful
scenery, catching great fish, and above all getting
away from the pressures of work and everyday life.
Now, how many years do I have to go before retirement…………
This is the last in a series of 3 adventures our DFC member,
Doug Walker, wrote for us. I enjoyed each of his fishing stories and only wish I could walk in his waders some time fishing in all those spots. Many thanks to you, Doug, I admire
not only the places you’ve been but the written words you’ve
expressed for us the last few months. May the bend in your
rod be felt in your heart for years to come.
R.McKeon, DFC Editor/Graphic Guru

Desert Fly Casters
....Presidents Report continued from page 1

• President: Direct members meetings monthly, chair board meetings monthly, coordinate activities between board members and committees, maintain contact with FFF, TU, G&F and other organizations.
• Vice President: Fill in during any President's absence, assist with projects and activities as requested by president.
• Conservation Committee: Track conservation activities in relation to sports fisheries in the State and provide summary report to board and membership. Develop conservation participation plans for the club and organize work outings. Organize club attendance at regional meetings.

• Secretary: Maintain club records to satisfy NPO organizational requirements (i.e. Minutes at board meetings, approvals for expenditures).
• Retail Sales Coordinator: Maintain club retail items - shirt, hats, vests, patches, and pins. Set up display of items at each meeting. Transact sales
to members and submit receipts to treasurer.

• Programs: Locate and arrange speakers and activities at member meetings. Assure that information to promote programs is prepared for the
newsletter, website and sent to local papers in time to generate response.
• Raffle Committee: Plan fundraising activities for year. Acquire fundraising items and oversee fundraisers. Transact sales to members and submit
receipts to treasurer.
• Membership Committee: Maintain membership roster, issue membership renewal notifications, recommend membership expansion activities,
develop membership retention programs, provide board and newsletter committee with current membership roster. Roster is maintained on a
Microsoft 'Access' database. Collect receipts of membership dues and submit to Treasurer. Issue membership cards, order name badges and patches for new members. Provide new member packages to all paid new members.
• Education Committee: Organize and direct all educational programs - fly tying, casting, rod building. Jointly organize attendance at regional
sportsman's shows with membership committee.
• Outing Committee: Plan and organize all club outings. Identify an outing host(ess) for each outing. Assure adequate information is included in
newsletter and on website for members to prepare for and join the outing. Ability to generate equipment lists, fly lists and maps is a benefit.

• Video and Book Library coordinator: Maintain video and book library, make library available at each meeting, track checked out videos and follow up on late returns. Recommend additions to the library.
• Board Members at Large: Assist with club activities. Host or co-host at least one outing each year. Provide opportunities for one to one training
of new members. These activities include providing assistance with education, providing newsletter articles, and others. Assist as committee member on one or more of the groups noted above.
We recently sent out letters asking for donations for our annual banquet. Keep in mind that a large percentage of our raffle items come from our
members. Please think about what you can donate this year. It doesn’t necessarily have to be a fishing related item. We often receive decorative and
camping items. Also, if you have a restaurant, hairdresser, or massage therapist you frequent on a regular basis, please ask them to support our club
by donating a gift certificate. If you have something you would like to donate, see Tyler Stone at the meeting.
We are officially into fall and that means the fishing should really be turning on in the high country. Plan a trip before it gets too cold. If you
don’t know where to go or what areas to fish, come to the meeting and ask your DFC friends.
Cinda

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
2007 is fast approaching. DFC annual membership drive for 2007 will be January – April. To kick off
the membership drive we will have a special raffle at the Jan meeting. All 2006 paid members will have
their name in the raffle for $300 of DFC money. This money can be used during 2007 in one of 3 ways:
1. Towards one club trip of your choice
2. Donated to the Canyon Creek Project or Casting for Recovery.
3. Donated back to the club for a special raffle prize of your choice
New Members Oct 2006: Dennis Mitchell
Any new member that joins in Nov or Dec gets credit for 2007 dues.
Any questions about your membership see me at the meeting, give me a call or e-mail me.
Charlie Rosser
480-586-7163
chasr123@cox.net

Desert Fly Casters

• 5:30 PM- Cocktails and Chit/Chat •
• 6:30 PM -Dinner •
• 7:00 PM- Raffles/Auction and Prizes •

Additional information call: Tyler Stone at: 602-692-2380 ...or...Cinda Howard • 480-217-5089

Desert Fly Casters

THE SAN JAUN REVISITED

Steve Berry

to see if they could help us all catch a few fish
Another big Thanks goes to Bill and
And so it appears we have all survived
and learn something along the way. I must say
Marsha Thyng and all the others that helped
DFC San Juan 2006…
it was quite the sight to see all of our members
put together a great meal. Bill was on top of
For those of you and those who did not, The
and lined up and waiting to meet their guides.
the grill as usual and every thing tasted great.
trip was a lot of fun and it seems that a good
Fortunately, all of our guides arrived as expectIt was nice to see everyone hanging out and
time was had by all that attended. The weather
ed and it was time to go fishing.
chatting about the fishing day. Lets just say
cooperated for most of the trip and allowed for
there were some tall tales being passed around
So off we all went to the DFC hole, oh I mean
some good fishing.
the dinner tables. After dinner members had a
Texas
Hole
to
the
boat
put
in.
Let
just
say
we
The trip started for most of the group when
chance to share some of the stories with the
had the rest of the fishermen out numbered.
they arrived on Saturday. This year was the
whole group. To go along with the stories,
Those
that
were
in
the
water
first
seemed
to
be
largest group we have had and due to that we
Cinda had some prizes to hand out to several
hooked
up
quickly
making
the
rest
of
us
anxious
stayed at ABE’S to accommodate the entire
people.
Jack
group. We were able to secure rooms for
Yamagata took the
most of the group all in one area and it
prize for big fish
seemed to work out well for both the
with a 23” rainbow.
mingling of the group as well as hooking
Mark Dalton took
up with new and old friends for a day of
the prize for most
fishing.
fish. Ken hammer
In the past Rizuto’s had always prounfortunately took
vided continental breakfast. Not to be
the award for the
outdone, we had the morning DFC conleast fish and Bill
tinental breakfast. I guess I should back
Curtis took the prize
up just a bit for a second. Since we were
for the smallest fish.
not staying at Rizuto’s this year, we had
I was a little worried
a find a new location for the group to eat
that I was going to
and hang out. Tim Chavez of Abe's was
get that one, but I
kind enough to let us set up a large catermanaged to shake
ing type tent for the group to call home
him off before we
for the weekend. After a few phone calls
could land him.
and a few headaches, we ended up with
The next couple
a 20x30 tent complete with tables, chairs
of days consisted of
and heaters. Ok, so back to breakfast. It Chalie Rosser and a nice catch...a nice handful of memories here to enjoy during the winter months! more of the same
had rained all night on Saturday so we
good
fun
with
were very happy that we had the tent.
to get a hook in the water. Soon everyone was on
friends. I hope that everyone who attended had
For the most part, everything stayed nice and
the water and catching fish. After a slightly cool
a good time and I hope to see you all there next
dry.
morning it turned in a Chamber of Commerce
year. Come back and bring a friend and next
Sunday morning arrived and just as I
type day. Throughout the day I had the opportuyear I will get the 30x30 tent and few more
planned all of the rain stopped and the sun
nity to see most of the group and it seemed that
tables
came out. Bright and early, club members
everyone was having a good time and catching
arrived for breakfast and began getting ready
fish as well. After a long day fishing, we all
for a day of fishing with their guides. Shortly
made it safely off the water and back to Abe’s for
after breakfast 16 guides and boats showed up
dinner.

2006 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Videos & Books
Chuck Elliot
Conservation
Open
Raffles
Doc Nickel
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Guru
Ted MiskinnsMembership at Large
Jim Fraijo
Jim Dickson
Jay Figley
DESERT FLY CASTERS HOT LINE
480-654-6111
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

December 2...Silver Creek Outing.........................Doug Walker
December 13, 2006.................................Annual Banquet
Any questions call Cinda Howard at: (480) 217-5089

Educational Outing at Silver Creek – UPDATE!!
There will be an educational outing on Saturday, December 2, 2006 consisting of a day trip to Silver Creek
near Show Low. Silver Creek contains 1-2 miles of fishable waters on AZ Game and Fish land and is located
at 6,500 ft elevation. This is a great day trip so come prepared to catch some nice trout!! You will need an AZ
fishing license and trout stamp. Club instructors will be along to teach you how to rig to your line, casting techniques, and a host of other useful knowledge. We will meet at the Basha's on the northwest corner of McKellips
and Gilbert in Mesa, 1954 E. McKellips Rd, at 5am and car pool from there. (Yes, it is early but we are going
to try and be on the water by 8:30) There is also camping around the vicinity for folks who want to travel up
a day early.
The following is recommended:
9’ 5 wt rod • 5X leaders • Strike indicators
Size 14-18 files – stimulators, Adams, caddis, midges, nymphs, streamers, wooly buggers
Warm clothing • Sack lunch
Any questions call Doug at: 623-935-7574

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

TU/FFF/WCC:
Rocky Minster

HOST

☛

OutingsBill Thyng
Programs
Tyler Stone
Retail
Gerry Wiemelt
Membership
Charlie Rosser
Education
Doug Walker

OUTING

MAIL TO:

Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Dave Weaver- Secretary

Outings - Outings - Outings

