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THERE WILL BE AN AUGUST MEETING WITH GUEST SPEAKER!
Presidents Message- August 2006

AUGUST MEETING:

Wednesday,
AUGUST 9, 2006
PIZZA and Chit-Chat at 6:00 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

Good judgment comes from bad
experience, and a lot of that
comes from bad judgment.

Cinda Howard

Lower Canyon Creek: I can’t think of any better subject for a President’s letter than talking
about this Blue Ribbon Brown Trout Fishery. The stream is back and is doing better than anyone
expected. If you recall, last spring Game and Fish stocked browns and rainbows in the fishery. They
were hoping to get people fishing the stream again. Shortly after the stocking, the Forest Service
decided to close the road and allow loggers in the area. At the time, it was believed that the fish
would not make it through the summer due to high temps in the stream. Later on, surveys revealed
that the fish did survive the summer and that both the brown and rainbow trout had successfully
spawned. I recently received the results of a survey that was done June 26th through 28th. Here are
the results.
Canyon Creek Fish Survey 2006
Summary
Between June 26 and June 28, 2006 Region VI personnel conducted a fish population survey
of Canyon Creek. The purpose of the survey was to assess the continuing recovery of fish populations in the stream after the Rodeo-Chedeski fire (July 2002). All fish species were collected at
three habitat scales (riffle, run, and pool) among the seven established reaches. In addition, a twopass depletion was conducted at three reaches (> 250 ft) to estimate trout population size.
Initial analysis of the data revealed an abundance of two native fish species in Canyon Creek.
Speckled dace were most abundant in the stream, with more than 1600 individuals being collected.
Desert sucker were second most abundant (>400) in Canyon Creek.
Between the habitat unit sampling and the depletion sampling 203 brown trout and 137 rainbow trout were collected in Canyon Creek. Interestingly, both species seem to have successfully
reproduced throughout the stream. Of the 137 rainbow trout collected, 92 were young-of-the-year
(YOY) or 67%. Of the 203 brown trout collected, 138 were YOY or 68%. The YOY rainbow trout
average 4.0 inches total length (TL) while the YOY brown trout averaged 3.2 inches TL. These data
suggest that the rainbow trout likely spawned shortly after the April 2005 trout stocking of 900 fish
(average 10-12 inch), prior to the observed spawning of brown trout in late November 2005 (500
seven to nine inch average browns also stocked in April 2005). In addition, the majority of YOY
rainbow trout were collected below OW Bridge, while the majority of YOY brown trout were collected upstream of OW Bridge.
A total of 45 adult (catchable size) rainbow trout and 65 adult brown trout were collected in
Canyon Creek. In general, adult brown trout were larger (average size 12.2 inches TL) than adult
rainbow trout (average 10.0 inches TL). Also, 10 brown trout were collected that were greater than
16 inches TL while no rainbow trout greater than 16 inches TL were collected.

Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

Presidents Message continued on page 2

DFC AUGUST PROGRAM....
At our August meeting we will have Brian Capsay speaking to us about fishing the Durango
area. Brian owns the Caddis Company and they provide Orvis-endorsed, fly fishing guide service
for trout in the Animas River in Durango, Colorado, and San Juan River in New Mexico. Brian
is also an FFF certified guide and member of the USA Fly Fishing Team. Meeting starts at 7:00
with pizza and mingling at 6:00.
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

Desert Fly Casters

....Presidents Message continued
A complete analysis and report of the 2006 survey results will be
completed by the end of July.
Prepared by: Curtis Gill • July 5, 2006
The stream was opened to fishing in the spring of this year. Many
of you have fished it and know that it can be very good (it can also
be very tough depending on the day). Unfortunately, Game & Fish
feels that it is being “underutilized” and have a proposal out to
change the regulations. The current regulations are catch and release,
fly and lure only. G&F is proposing that it remain catch and release
for brown trout but they would stock “incentive” rainbows and
anglers could keep two rainbows over 12 inches. It would still be fly
and lure only. The stockings would occur April through August
beginning in 2007.
The board voted to send a letter letting Game & Fish know that
we strongly disagree with the proposed changes. As a club, we
were assured that the regulations would remain the same and with
this assurance, we have donated money and labor hours. Now we are
being told that they would like to change the regs. There are many
places you can fish if you want to catch and keep recently stocked
“incentive” rainbows. Unfortunately, if you prefer catch and release
of wild fish (especially browns) your options are limited. It is our
belief that the stream is “underutilized” because it has only been
open for 4 months after being closed for almost 4 years. It takes time
to get that information out to the public and to get them interested in
fishing the stream again. It also doesn’t help that the road to Lower
Canyon Creek is not always open.

The board has also decided that we will take the time to educate
our members about the stream and hopefully this will increase the
utilization that G&F seems to be worried about. On Saturday,
September 16th DFC will be holding a clinic on Canyon Creek. In
this clinic, we will teach people how to effectively fish small
streams. Hopefully, it will increase interest not only in small stream
fishing but also in the importance in preserving this wild trout fishery.
We need your help! We need everyone that has any feelings about
the proposed changes to send a letter to Jim Warnecke. He needs to
hear from us. It is unfortunate that when changes occur most people
complain about it but a large majority of those people never let their
voice be heard. I have included the proposal letter and you will find
it further in the newsletter. Please read it and please respond ASAP.
You can e-mail your letter to jwarnecke@azgfd.gov OR send it
certified to Arizona Game & Fish Department VI, 7200 E University,
Mesa, AZ 85207, Attn: Jim Warnecke. Also, please send me a copy
of the letter and I will put it on the website. My e-mail address is
lady_angler@cox.net
Further in the newsletter you will find info on the San Juan
(money due at the August meeting), our August Fly Tying
Session, Educational outings, and many interesting articles.
See you at the meeting!
Cinda

When Is A Fly No Longer A Fly?
By Mike Hogue – Taken from the E.C. Powell Fly Fishers Newsletter
Okay, I am just going to ask this question. I started thinking about this some time ago and I really wondered, when is a fly no longer a fly? Have we
approached the point where we need to create an industry standard? I kind of think so. Consider this. If a bug is made of plastic fibers, has foil eyes,
filled with epoxy and set to a hook what would you call that? Lure? Jig? Fly? Plug?
Guess what ALL of those have some of the same items….
How about this? If it has lead, bucktail and flash it would be: (1) a sluggo, (2) a jig, (3) a lead eyed deep minnow, (4) all of the above, (5) 2 of the
above. Answer: (4) all of the above. I find it terribly ironic that we call something in a frame that took 18 hours to construct a fly since it will never
ever be fished while a micro jig tied as a nymph we wouldn't consider a fly at all. Why? I
don't know. I suspect vanity might be the issue here. I once was in a tackle super store with a friend all set to buy rubber legged squid baits.
He looked at me and choked, "What on earth are those for?", "They looked like about 45 second Clouser Minnow to make. I'm thinking super glue
and lead eyes and I'm fishing". He just shook his head. I ended up putting those back on the shelf.
I also find it really interesting that the holy grail of fly tying is Atlantic salmon flies. These suckers have 80 million pieces, stacked wings, loads
of endangered exotic materials which is all supposed to be a fly? They are pretty but honestly are you ever going to fish a $500 fly?
Mike Hogue...continued on page 5
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August Tying Session
Wednesday, August 23rd
Location: Bill Thyng’s House –
355 E. Toledo • In Gilbert
Major cross streets are Val Vista
and Williams Field Road
This month we will be tying San Juan flies so
bring your small hooks (20’s and smaller). One
of the flies that we will be tying is the Chocolate
Foam Wing on a size 20 or 22 nymph hook. For
this fly you will also need Brown 6/0 Thread,
Black Moose Hair or Microfibetts, Chocolate
Dubbing and some White Foam for the Post.
There will be
other flies to look at and tie and if you need
material I am sure we will have what you need.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE…..

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
y now you should have received your
member questionnaire in the mail. The reason the board decided to do a questionnaire was
to update your info in the club database, see
what kind of fly fishing experience we have in
the club and get an idea of what club activities
you would like to see in the future. We will use
this data to plan future monthly meeting presentations, outings & trips. If you have not returned
the form yet, please complete it and return it as
soon as you can. If for some reason you did not
receive the form in the mail, give me a call or see
me at the meeting and I will get a form to you.
As soon as I get the data collected I will present
it at one of the meetings.
New Members June & July 2006
Gary Cohen • Jake Colmenero • Dana Parmelee
Sally McGavock • Mark Dalton • Malcolm
Styler
Bill Curtis • Justin Jensen • Craig Duncan
Hope to see you at one of our upcoming outings.
There is one planned for Aug, Sept, Oct and
Nov. Check the newsletter for details.
Any questions about your membership see me at
the meeting, give me a call or e-mail me.

B

Charlie Rosser • 480-586-7163 • chasr@cox.net

Educational Outings
Canyon Creek Instructional Outing,
Saturday, September 16th
The club will have an instructional outing
on Lower Canyon Creek on Saturday, September
16th. We will meet on the stream at 8:00 a.m. Feel
free to camp in the area and to also stay over and
fish on Sunday. Camping is available at Valentine
Ridge Campground or somewhere close to Woods
Canyon Lake. Instruction will include rigging,
equipment, entomology, and small stream tactics.
Come join us and improve your small stream
skills!

San Juan Outing, October
14th-17th

Casting Tips... Short-Distance
Casting

If you are planning on attending the San
Juan River outing, all money is due by the
August meeting. If you are planning on going
but can’t attend the meeting, please call me at
(480) 217-5089.
If you would like more info on the outing, don’t
hesitate to call.

By Dan Lagace – Taken from the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing
Club Newsletter

Cinda Howard

San Juan Primer,
Saturday, September 23rd
Location: Salt River, Blue Point Bridge,
upstream side (east side) • Time: 7:00 a.m.
Come out and learn how to fish big rivers with
the experts. This is for anyone attending the San
Juan outing OR wanting to learn how to fish big
water. Hope to see you there!

Rocky Point Time Again
November 3, 4, 5, 2006
Notes from Doc Nickel...in his own words
Hi everyone! Last year I started the article for
Rocky Point out by say “Yipee! Here we go
again.”
Well, this year I’m saying yahoo! Here we
go again. It’s that time of the year to sign up and
make plans and reservations for our trip down
south, which means Rocky Point. Between the
fishing, funning, food and friends it’s hard to
choose which one is the best.
There will be some “how to” articles in next
month’s newsletter – rods, lines and flies and
such.
A couple of reminders:
1. Make sure you have Mexican insurance.
2. Shuffle your feet when wading.
3. Drink bottled water and rinse produce.
The October meeting will have some stuff for
the ocean.
Events:
Friday night Pot Luck at Playa del Oro rec room
– 7:00 pm.
Saturday night our big prime rib dinner at the
Baja Cantina – 7:00 pm
Hope to see you there. Questions call:
Doc Nickel - 480-857-0381
Vince Deadmond – 480-984-4698

Such emphasis is placed on long-distance casting in saltwater "fly fishing that short-distance
casting skills are often overlooked.
I have cast to tailing fish within less than 20
feet often enough to have caused me to practiceshort-distance casting. I began this practice
with just about one foot of line past the rod tip,
trying to form a loop in the tapered leader alone.
This is more difficult than it seems. I have found
that it is best to form a moderately tight loop
with short amounts of line past the tip since
overly tight loops will not allow the leader to
straighten. The leader will crash into itself if the
loop is too tight. Experiment with loop sizes to
determine which best allows the leader to
straightencompletely.
Try it yourself. Begin with just a foot or so
of line past the tip of the rod. Try to form a moderately tight loop with the first back cast. Most
casters overpower this first casting stroke resulting in a wide open loop, the reason being that the
excessive power destroys any chance for a crisp,
positive stop. Back off a bit and impart only
enough power to make the leader, straighten on
the first back cast.
Replicate that good, moderately tight firstcast loop on the forward false cast. Again, keep
the power and speed to a minimum and concentrate on achieving a positive stop of the fly rod.
Use wrist break during the casting stroke to regulate the size of the loop. The objective of this
practice is to straighten the nine-foot leader
completely, allowing a cast of about 15 feet with
just the leader and about a foot of line past the tip
of the rod.
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Christmas Tree Lake
Bill, Marsha, Steve and I fished Christmas
Tree Lake on Friday, July 7th.
We arrived at Christmas Tree Lake at about 7:00
a.m. Fish were rising in the cove at the launch.
There was a guy standing there hooking up fish so I
went over and talked to him. It turned out to be
Emerson Craig (a local angler that I have talked to
on some of the local flyfishing forums). He showed
me the patterns he uses and was nice enough to give
me a few. They we’re a “cinnamon ant” which is
just a brown foam ant with a light brown hackle and
a midge emerger that looks similar to a zebra midge
but with a piece of foam as a wing to make it sit
high on the water.
Steve had tied some big chernobyl ants the night
before and hooked a few before ever even putting
his waders on. The fish seemed to really like his fly.
For me, it started out slow. I landed one while
wading and then launched the float tube. Normally
I fish the dam area with ants and get a few takers but
none this time so I decided to slowly kick back to
the cove Emerson was fishing. Some of the people
from the DFC outing had done very well back there
a couple of weeks ago.

by Cinda Howard

On the way, I picked up a 20-inch rainbow. It
took a "fly formerly known as prince nymph" that
was trailing a black ant. It was a size 18 and instead
of white goose biots tied in, it is two pieces of holographic film cut in the shape of biots.
Got back to Sun Creek cove and Emerson
(“Chief”) was picking up fish almost on every cast.
He said his "cinnamon ant" was the hot fly. I tied
one on and hooked up many fish (but not near as
many as Chief). This was the first time I saw where
a pontoon boat would be better than a float tube. I
have a Super Fat Cat so I sit up higher than most "u
boats" but still not high enough to see the fish moving. These fish are cruising and eating, not just staying in one spot eating dries so it is important to be
able to see where they are going. You could do
nothing but sight fish in this cove. Emerson was
using about a 16-foot leader with 6x tippet and fishing back in the shallowest part of the cove. The
water couldn’t have been more than a foot or two
deep in this area. He was catching them probably
40 to 50 feet so it was long casts and hook ups. I
can’t help but think that this is what gave him the
advantage. It was great watching and learning from
a local angler that fishes this lake a lot.

While back in that cove, Steve picked up a really large brown. I am not sure what he caught it on
so you will have to ask him at the meeting. We
fished there for a few hours and then headed back
to the truck.
Bill and Marsha started using one of “Bill’s
glass eyed damsels” in brown and started catching
a lot of fish. They were fishing at the back of the
dam where it makes the corner before going back
into the far cove. Bill also reports that he caught a
couple of fish on a “fluttering blue damsel”. It is a
fly that I got from Orvis and has a deer wing.
After lunch, Steve and I headed to moon creek
cove. I tied on a small royal stimulator and started
picking up fish immediately. It was a very good
afternoon. I caught a lot of fish and sometimes it
was every cast. For a while I trailed Bill’s brown
glass eyed damsel and picked up a couple of fish
but most of them were on the stimulator.
It rained most of the day, with heavy rain and lightening at times. It sounded like they had been getting rain just about every day. It was great to see!
It was a very good day and I am looking at the
calendar to see when I can go back.

Mike Hogue...continued from page 2

If you broke it off that would be a heart breaker now wouldn't it? I don't think we can call those flies anymore since they aren't really going to be
fished anyway. Scott Sanchez about hit the nail on the head in the latest issue of American Angler. He ties all
these really strange deer hair flies:
Bugs Bunny, Santa, a Christmas Tree, the Bud fly zapping frog, a pike, a swordfish and one he doesn't mention: the man eating shark. Those are an
absolute hoot. Makes me laugh since they are funny, inventive and fishable all at the same time. Are those flies? Well sort of. He has fished some
of them and they did actually catch something. By far the one that has totally redefined the word bizarre is Don Ortez. Don hails from Wyoming
and has tied some of the coolest of cool flies. I first meet Don a couple of years ago at an FFF Conclave. Don has tied everything from a 32 royal
coachman, to a complete set of mice (like 80 of them mounted to LOGS), a spun wool rubber duck sized really big muddlers (measure like 24"
long) and of course his complete set of flexo tubing fish. His bill fish is seen in the Renzetti
vise ad often in Art of Angling. He ties flex Bass, swordfish, everything in between and some of those ended up on a wedding cake! Are those flies?
Well sort of …..it does stretch the imagination a bit. Again funny, cool, innovative and off beat. By far one of the best.
New York's own Bunkie (Harold Wilson) makes a Jack Gartside fly which is a small piece of flat craft foam cut out featuring Jack riding a giraffe
float tube. He also does a tube fly which is a small man floating inside a foam tube. There is also the black bear green butt fly which is a complete
spun deer hair bear made out of black deer hair with green butt cheeks. I have seen the Nemo fly, a coral snake, the cat in the hat fly and the blue
wing olive which is an olive mounted spun out of deer with blue wings. Another memorable one is the cigarette butt which is an actual filter spun
out of deer hair made to look like a cigarette butt. This fly shouldn't be confused with Jack Gartiside's butt fly which is actually made using a cigarette butt filter that is split, cut and then dubbed to the hook. I would imagine that would smell pretty nasty.
Maybe we need to define what a fly is. Realism, creativity, boat load of stuff on a hook or maybe artistic types looking to redefine what art is
How about this? Fishing flies vs creative flies? Maybe that is the way to decide what it actually is.
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2006 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Outings - Outings - Outings

Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Dave Weaver- Secretary

ALERT!!! There will be a September outing at Canyon Creek this year
so those of you that are interested in learning how to fish small
streams this is a great chance to do just that. It appears that AZ Fish
and Game is concerned that the creek isn’t getting enough use so
what better way to show our support than to get out and fish the
stream. Charlie Rosser will be hosting this outing and there will be a
sign-up sheet at the August Meeting. Also remember that the BIG
Rocky Point outing is approaching fast.
up:
HOST
Kathryn Stuck
Charlie Rosser
Cinda Howard
Doc Nickel

Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

Videos & Books
Chuck Elliot
Conservation
Open
Raffles
Doc Nickel
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Guru
Ted MiskinnsMembership at Large
Jim Fraijo
Jim Dickson
Jay Figley
DESERT FLY CASTERS HOT LINE
480-654-6111
Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com

☛

TU/FFF/WCC:
Rocky Minster

Below is a list of the outings that are coming
OUTING
August 4-6 Greer
September 16-17 Canyon Creek
October 14-17 San Juan
November 3-4-5 Rocky Point

MAIL TO:

OutingsBill Thyng
Programs
TBA
Retail
Gerry Wiemelt
Membership
Charlie Rosser
Education
Doug Walker

