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JULY MEETING:

Wednesday,
JULY 12, 2006
PIZZA and Chit-Chat at 6:00 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe
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M E E T I N G ***

EXTRA FLOAT TUBE?!?!?
EXTRA REEL!?!?!?! EXTRA ROD!?!?!?!
EXTRA GEAR!!!
BRING IT TO THE 2006 ANNUAL DESERT
FLYCASTERS SWAP AND SHOP!!!!!!
WHERE: JULY MEETING
WHEN: AFTER NEW BUSINESS AND RAFFLE
WHY: TO GET ALL THE STUFF IN OUR GARAGE INTO GOOD USE!!!
NEVER KNOW WHO WILL BUY, OR WHAT YOU MIGHT FIND!!!
We will be using the tables provided at the hall to set up each of our items around the room
BEFORE the meeting begins. First come, First serve on table location
and space so show up early!!!
This is an informal event, but will all the talk of having an extra float tube here and an extra
reel over there, we are sure it will be a success!
If you have an extra Pontoon boat, we know someone who wants it!!!!
Any questions... e-mail Tyler Stone at: tstone@infinitywealthRE.com.
ALSO AT MEETING: Knot Tying and Fly Tying DemonstrationsHere’s your chance to brush up and ask questions!

White Mountain Extravaganza 2006 Revisited
Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

by Steve Berry

ell the trip is over and as usual a good time was had by all. Several of us arrived on
Thursday and got an early start on the weekend. The weather was great and fishing wasn’t bad
either.
After getting all set up several of us headed out to fish Crescent Lake for the afternoon/evening. The
fishing wasn’t furious, but it was steady enough to keep us interested. We had several new members
fishing with us, and it was nice to see them start catching some fish.
Over the next three days, I had a chance to fish Sunrise, Big Lake, and Pacheta and Christmas Tree
lakes. Of the five lakes we fished, I would say that Pacheta and Christmas Tree were definitely the cream
of the crop. Rumors had been Pacheta was low and not fishable. NOT TRUE. Although the lake is
down like many others, it is hardly not fishable. In fact, the fishing was good and the fish were healthy
and fighting hard.
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...Continued on page 2
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Desert Fly Casters
Steve Berry...continued

Christmas Tree was great as usual. Many choke on the price to fish the lake, but the fishing for me is well worth the price of admission. Having the
chance to fish all day with a dry/dropper combo to fish that size is worth every penny. From the time that first person (Kitty) hit the water, it seemed
that someone had a fish on almost constantly. And once again, this was the first time at the lake for several of our new members. It was nice to see the
excitement on their faces as they were getting towed around by big apache trout.
So lets talk food. There was plenty of it. Several in the group decided to make ribs for us on Thursday night and it was a big hit. Friday night was
the crawdad boil and brats. A huge thanks goes to Mark Lucht for putting out the traps and cooking the huge pot crawdads. It was very tasty to say the
least. Saturday night was the chili. Once again a big thanks to Mark for getting things going and everyone who brought chili. The chili and all the sides
and deserts were well received and didn’t last long.
Well that’s the short version of a long weekend. For those of you that couldn’t make it, you missed a good time and hopefully you can make it next
year.

Have Fly Rod . . . Must Travel
ven with gas prices hovering
around $3 per gallon, now is the
time to go fish. The Rim, and the White
Mountains offer a cooler way to spend a summer
weekend than hunkered down with your air conditioner set to just barely tolerable. Get out and
fish, use that new rod or reel you have yet to get
wet. Give a DFC buddy a call and split the cost
of the trip. Even a simple trip to the Salt River
can cool you off, and give you a chance to catch
a few fish. Early one Sunday morning in June I
caught several bass, on Clousers, the largest was
a pound and one half. Most of the fish were one
pound or less.
This is one of my favorite times of the year to
fish, because you do not need a lot of gear. Your
swim trunks, fishing shirt, and Tevas, along with
a single box of flies, and your three weight, some
water, snacks, sunglasses you are good to go.
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Fritz says, “ Don’t forget to take your dog
along.” When you return, write up your adventure and send it in to the newsletter. It was great
to see some new writers in last months newsletter.
Summer allows me more time, to do a bit of
travel, and some favorable air fares got the whole
family to Cancun. We were able to stay in an RV
park in Paamul, Mexico, so I could justify
spending a day and one half on guided fishing.
Just outside of Cancun my daughter Suzi and I
got a half day of guided fishing. Both Suzi and
I caught our first Tarpon on a fly, both were
around 20 pounds, and put a bend in the 8 weight
rods we were using. Later in the week we fished
with the Pesca Maya Lodge. We cast to 50 bone
fish before we had a hook up. We saw lots of
fish, but they did not want the fly that we were
serving. We changed flies numerous times, and

Fishing Off the Beaten Path
Do you have a trip to Rocky Mountains
planned? You can choose somewhere along the
120 miles of river above the American Falls
Reservoir and focus primarily on trout with a few
white fish thrown in. From American Falls reservoir to Lake Walcott has some good trout water but
Idaho Game and Fish advise the best reaches
require access by boat due to limited public access.
From Lake Walcott to Milner dam the water has
warmed to the extent that trout are limited. Sounds
like bad news doesn’t it.
Not necessarily. About 15 years ago they
installed low head power generation stations at
Milner and on several canals that flow out of the
Milner section. Before the power generation,
Milner was a reservoir in summer to provide water
for the many irrigation districts but dropped to the
main channel during the winter. Since the power
generation started, the water level has been held
through the winter as well. This still doesn’t help

by Vince Deadmond

then in the afternoon the same patterns that were
refused, started to get bit. Suzi had a short
encounter with a bone fish, and has a new understanding of how fast they are. I managed to catch
five bones by the end of the day. If the fish had
been feeding it could have been a 20 fish day.
I fished the flats at the RV Park and caught
jacks, pompano, bone fish, snapper, and fish I
had to check out in my fish guide book. When I
returned from Mexico I started to tie flies for
northwest Wisconsin. Those trees on the Brule
River are not forgiving, especially when you are
using 6 or 7 X tippet. The next time you see me
I hope to have pictures and good fishing reports.
Hope to see you on the water soon.

by Bob Harrison

the trout as the water is too warm to sustain them.
The good news is that there is another species that
can withstand the cold temperatures in winter and
warm temperatures in summer, is prolific enough
to establish a self sustaining population, and fights
well enough to be considered a sport fish. The
change to the water management has turned this
into a great Small Mouth Bass fishery.
Did I mention that I grew up on a farm about a
quarter mile off of the river? Fishing wasn’t worth
the time spent when I had time. Now it is a favorite
pastime when I am up for a visit. Last year I was
up for a few days and managed to get out to fish on
three mornings. I caught quite a few small bass and
a few in the three to four pound range. You can see
a couple of them on the pictures I posted on the dfc
website. Recently I was up again for a couple of
days and managed to get out for a morning of fishing. Again, quite a few small guys in the 8 to 12
inch range. The real story was four bass going
from 3 to 6 pounds.

It is a great time and provides a change from
trout fishing if you happen to be in the area. I fish
it with my pontoon. The wind can be a factor but
the predominant direction is opposite the current.
They tend to counteract each other plus the trees
along the bank provide good protection. Rods used
were 5 weight with floating line and 6 weight with
sink tip. Chartreuse, chartreuse/white and brown
patterns all worked.
If you need yet another thrill, can fish dry flies
for 10# plus carp. They have been sipping along
the top continuously on both trips. A white ‘cottonball’ fly placed right at their mouth will cause a
hook up. A fly that splashes too hard will put the
pod down. While it isn’t typically a target species,
it challenges your casting accuracy and fly placement. The tug of war to land one will test your
knots to their extreme as well.

Desert Fly Casters
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CFR 2006
To see a video from the 2006 Casting For Recovery go to:
www.geoflevine.com/movies/casting_for_recovery.wmv
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2006 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Outings - Outings - Outings

Cinda Howard- President
Steve Berry-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer
Dave Weaver- Secretary

July 7-9 Lee’s Ferry.........................George Geoghegan
August 4-6 Greer.............................Kathryn Stuck
October 13-15 San Juan................Cinda Howard

EDITOR’S NOTE: The nice article above, by longtime DFC member, Bob Harrison, was sent over to me a few days after
the June DFC newsleter went out- we had a full newsletter with that issue- I promised myself that I’d get this neat article
in this issue...Enjoy! Thanks Bob!
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http://www.desertflycasters.com

by Bob Harrison

Another good outing, although the turnout was small. That was a little expected due to Sunday
being Mother’s day. Stephanie, her husband Jonathan and Dave Kettner joined me up in the free camping
off the Old Young Road. There are quite a number campsites allowing up to 10 people per site. It was lucky
for us that camp fires were allowed for the weekend. The paper reported that camp fires were restricted to
developed campsites (with steel rings for campfire) only. Gas and propane stoves are still allowed but no
charcoal or campfires.
Fishing at Willow Springs Friday and Saturday was slow. The trout were rising everywhere at dusk on
Friday when the wind finally dropped off but I had to return to the campsite to greet those that were joining the outing. I did manage to get a couple trout and a couple small bass during the day. The wind didn1t
drop until after dark and didn1t see but sporadic rings on the top.
If you haven1t tried it before, get a pair of shooting or night driving glasses with yellow lenses. As the
sun goes down you can switch from polaroids to the yellow lenses. It will extend your fishing much later
than otherwise. They can be used in early morning as well.
We fished Woods Canyon on Sunday morning. I caught 8 or 9 during the morning. Stephanie reported
catching a similar number. The wind was off and on throughout the day. It seemed to help the fishing. When
it gusted, the bugs would be blown out of trees. As the water flattened out, fish would start hitting the top.
More than half of the fish I caught were on dry flies.

☛

TU/FFF/WCC:
Rocky Minster

Another Entertaining outing for DFC in May
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