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Canyon Creek Fish Population Survey - 2005
Preliminary Results
By: Jim Warnecke- July 29, 2005

SEPTEMBER MEETING:

Wednesday,
SEPTEMBER 14, 2005
Dinner- 6:00 PM
Meeting- 7:00 PM
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
in Tempe

2005 DFC Pins
on sale at
monthly club
meetings.

A boiled egg in the morning
is hard to beat.

Biologists from the AZ Game and Fish Department conducted the annual Canyon Creek fish population
surveys on July 6 & 7, 2005 utilizing backpack electrofishing equipment. A total of 582 fish were collected, measured, weighed and returned to the stream. All species appeared healthy and in excellent condition.
Due to the closure of Canyon Creek to public entry, rainbow trout were stocked only twice in 2005; once in April
and once in May above and below the OW Bridge. A logging contract for Canyon Creek had been awarded for the
period of April- September 2005 and was the reason for the closure. Adult rainbows surveyed (60) were found in
the upper reaches of the stream, although they were notably absent in some excellent pool habitat below the OW
bridge area where they had been initially stocked. Curiously, however, 8 individuals were collected in some fairly
warm pools and runs downstream where daytime water temperatures were reaching 74°F. Some rainbow reproduction was noted in the uppermost reaches of the stream above the hatchery.
Approximately 500 brown trout (8 to 10 inches in length) had been stocked in mid-April into 4 sites below the
OW Bridge to provide additional fish for anglers prior to the closure. A total of 33 fish were collected from the
entire stream, the largest measuring 23 inches and a whopping 7.5 pounds. Overall, sampling showed this species
hadn’t moved downstream from areas stocked, noting that downstream habitat in the lowest reaches was marginal
at best. Browns are fall spawners and it will be interesting to see if young-of-the-year fish are seen next year by
early spring.
The two native fish species, speckled dace and desert suckers, were abundant throughout the lower two-thirds of
the surveyed stream. The 420 dace sampled surpassed pre-fire collections (1998) by 25%. Desert sucker recruitment (fish more than 1 year of age) was noted as well, a first since annual flooding subsequent to the RodeoChediski fire of summer 2002. Newly hatched native fish were plentiful in the slow moving streamside margins
and backwater areas.
Water quality and fish in-stream fish habitat appeared to be better this year than last. Above normal winter and
spring flooding of the stream flushed much of the silt from pools and scoured some run habitats to reduce bottom
material embededness but also downcut the stream channel. Additional pools were created by the flooding and several streamside trees were feld that help form these new pools.
Recommendations include continued annual fish population surveys to note fish abundance, condition, recruitment and distribution. Weekly stocking of rainbow trout should continue April- September in the areas upstream
of the OW Bridge. A spot check may be attempted in spring 2006 to note any brown trout reproduction below the
OW Bridge. Monitoring of streamside conditions and native species recruitment should be noted during photo point
surveys conducted in late summer. Installed water temperature loggers will be collected in late fall 2005 that will
provide daily temperature fluctuations starting from April through the fall season.

DFC SEPTEMBER SWAP MEET

Desert Fly Casters Supports

Our September meeting has traditionally been a swap meet, and this year is no different. So go through
all of your gear that pertains to fly fishing, fly tying, camping, and outdoor pursuits. Bring the stuff that
you don’t need or use anymore. Somebody is bound to want it, if the price is right. This event can be a
great place to get some inexpensive gear for a beginner. There will be lots of fly tying materials and tools,
and I am sure there will be plenty of rods, reels, and lines. This is also another great opportunity to meet
some of the club members that you haven’t had a chance to talk to yet.

BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

September Dinner Meeting Menu
DFC pays for the rent of the meeting hall by selling dinners before each meeting. By buying a dinner at the meeting, you can help
the club pay for the meeting hall. The price of each Dinner is $8.00, which includes gratuity. This month's menu will be: Good
friends and conversations. Come early and enjoy dinner with your DFC friends! Dinner is served from 6pm to 7pm.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

Desert Fly Casters

Canyon Creek Riparian
Restoration Project Update
To all project partners,

Southwest Vegetation
Management
Association

I

MISSION STATEMENT:
"To conserve and protect Arizona's natural resources
by providing a state-level organization that emphasizes an integrated management approach to address
invasive or pest plants."

wanted to give you all a quick update on where
we are at with this project. We are painfully
close to construction but nevertheless behind
schedule due to getting all of our environmental compliance in line.
The good news is we have our clearance from
USFWS and the Tonto NF has prepared a Decision
Memo for a Categorical Exclusion to fullfill NEPA.
We are now waiting for the Tonto's Supervisors
Office to review and forward the document to the FS
Regional Office in New Mexico for a decision on
whether to apply an appeal period. In the past this
was not necessary for Cat X decisions and we would
be good to go, but recent (July 05 as luck would have
it) litigation has led to extra caution by the Forest.
We hope to have a completed NEPA package within
the next few weeks at the latest. As soon as we get
the signed papers we are good to go and will be in
touch immediately to make plans. As it turns out this
will be an early fall project!
With that said...more interesting news follows.
We are looking into a new design for our water gaps
that our Development Branch is testing on three
other streams. It looks promising and may reduce
maintenance when seasonal high flows typically
blow out our water gap fence. We have made several repairs on the existing exclosure on Canyon Creek
below the OW and have managed to prevent utilization by all ungulates. It is looking real good this year.
The winter/spring flows this past year were significant and led to big changes along the stream. We
noted extensive downcutting in places and transport
of large dead trees that are starting to fall post-fire.
We also noted a flushing of fine sediments within the
stream and along the stream banks. This is good for
pools, runs and riffles but somewhat of a loss for
streambanks that need more vegetation. But we have
no control over these changes and will work with
what we have. During field visits this past couple
months it was noted that elk continue to heavily
impact our project area. We continue to anticipate
positive changes as a result of our hard work!
That's it for now. I will be in touch will all of our
project partners as soon as I have our contractor
scheduled, to make plans for volunteer work days
tearing out the old fence! Sorry for the extended
timeframes, as it has proven difficult to predict how
paperwork will move along. I hope this update finds
all still enthusiastic to get moving on this project! If
there are any additional questions feel free to call.
Dana Bayer
Habitat Specialist, Region VI
Arizona Game & Fish Department
(480) 324-3547
dbayer@azgfd.gov

Last April 1, Governor Janet Napolitano signed
Executive Order 2005-09, creating the State Invasive
Species Advisory Council. The order recognizes that
"Arizona's land, water, and other resources face
severe impacts from harmful, unwanted non-native
plant and animal species that are increasing yearly in
number and area in Arizona and throughout the
Southwest ... by decreasing land productivity, impairing water quality and reducing water yield, increasing instances of livestock poisoning, degrading fish
and wildlife habitat, impairing forest and rangeland
health by altering natural or desired fire regimes, creating disease vectors, increasing allergens, increasing
erosion and watershed degradation, altering landscapes that affect visual aesthetics, and destroying
agricultural crops, wetlands, waterways, and recreational areas."
To find out more about the SWVMA, check out
their website www.swvma.org

A slightly longer handle is desired, so 13 cork
rings are to be sanded. This will go on a 12wt rod.
Starting with a heavy sandpaper, the high spots on
the cork are worked until a uniform shape is
obtained, like an empty paper towel holder. This is
what we want.
From here, the shape of the handle must be determined, straight with a slight wells on the ends will
serve us well.
Lighter grades of sand paper are used to smooth
the grip, finishing with a fine grade to produce a
smooth surface. It will feel good in your hand.
Always use a shop-vac when working the handle
as cork, even composite, gives off some very fine particles, especially when finishing with fine sand paper.
When this is finished, cork seal , a sealant for cork
handles can be applied, one coat only. Makes a nice
surface with a neat feel.
Seems like a lot of effort as pre-shaped handles
can be obtained at Neal's Fishing Products, where the
cork rings were purchased.
Now we can shape and fit a EVA foam rod grip
the will be mounted 21/2 inches above the cork handle.
Hand-making a fly rod takes some work and
effort, however, the feeling of that first fish on the
other end of your hand-craft is, well, there is nothing
like it.
Now, let's see if we can put a bend in this new rod!

ROD BUILDING…
Tom Soldat
Having not worked with this material before,
one notices the similarities of cork previously turned.
They become evident with every rotation of the
laythe.
After fitting the composite cork rings, this is done
by shaping, with a rat-tail rasp, each ring and fitting
them, one at a time on the rod blank.
When the rings are correctly sized, they are set
aside, being careful to keep them in their proper,
tapered order.
Starting at the top of the reel seat, each piece of
rounded material is glued with eopxy, pre-mixed in a
small container.
Being careful to apply just enough epoxy to solidly seat each piece, one after one are set in place and
set in a rod vice. This vice will compress the cork
sections until the epoxy sets and dries. Enough epoxy
should be mixed to provide coverage for 11 pieces.
The epoxy applied to each cork section should be
enough to secure them together, but not so that epoxy
pushes out when the vice is tightened. If a little
comes out, it's OK.
After the epoxy is dried, overnight is good, the butt
section is placed in a turning device, a laythe in this
case, to shape the handle.

"To go fishing is the chance to wash one's soul
with pure air, with the rush of the brook, or
with the shimmer of sun on blue water. It
brings meekness and inspiration from the
decency of nature, charity toward tackle-makers, patience toward fish, a mockery of profits
and egos, a quieting of hate, a rejoicing that
you do not have to decide a darned thing until
next week. And it is discipline in the equality
of men- for all men are equal before fish."
Herbert Hoover

Desert Fly Casters

TYING CORNER
North Fork Special- by Tim Wade
Article by Eric Schubert- North Idaho Fly Casters Club
Illustrations by Rann Haight- North Idaho Fly Casters
Club

Tim Wade has been a guide and outfitter in
Cody, Wyoming since 1984. Tim opened the North
Fork Anglers Shop as a retail location in downtown
Cody in 1987, where it remains today. Throughout his
fly fishing career, Tim has designed many fly patterns
that have been great producers for trout, panfish and
salmon. Our Fly~of- The-Month, the North Fork
Special, comes from the vise of Tim Wade. This pattern
has become so successful that the largest fly pattern
supplier in the world, Umpqua Feather Merchants, is
now making this fly available commercially.
Tim originally designed the North Fork Special to
represent a general purpose nymph. This came about
while guiding anglers over the fussy Yellowstone cutthroat in Yellowstone Park in the early 90's. Somehow,
after many changes to the design, he came up with a
bead head nymph that works extremely well.
The pattern metamorphed into a "swimming"
nymph due to the angle and set of the goose biots for
the tail. For the fly tier, achieving this angle is one of the
keys to the success of this fly. The fly actually rocks
back and forth as it sinks. Fishing it in current amplifies
the movement and attracts big trout on a regular basis.
The North Fork Special has been called.. ."a Prince
Nymph went to Harvard" by some of Tim's clients.
The fly has worked well on steelhead and trout in
the East, especially on tributaries of the Great Lakes.
When tied in a black color, the North Fork Special also
works on farm ponds, and on panfish and bass when
fished around weedbeds, using a slow retrieve.
Tim has experimented with varying colors and has
found that one only needs a natural hare's ear version
(caddis and golden stonefly imitation) as well as the
original black. Most of the time sizes 10-12 will work.
It works successfully in tail waters like the Green and
San Juan Rivers, where midges are the norm, and scores
big brown trout when fishing it deep under an indicator.
How the fly is presented doesn't really matter,
although dead-drift presentation is how the fly was originally intended.
Since this fly has numerous tying steps, I suggest
that you go to to Tim Wade's website at
http://www.northforkanglers.com for a close-up
photograph of this potentially deadly fishing fly.

Desert Fly Casters

2005 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORES

2005 DFC OUTINGS

Cinda Howard- President
Bill Thyng- Vice President
Chuck Elliot- Treasurer
Mike Kutch- Secretary

Sept 3-8 San Felipe Mexico
Oct 1-4 San Juan River, NM
Nov 10-13 Puerto Penasco
Dec 14 DFC Christmas Banquet

OutingsVince Deadmond
Programs
Rocky Minster
Retail
Gerry Wiemelt
Membership
Dave Weaver
Education
Tom Soldat

Any questions relating to the above dates please call Vince at:
480-982-7461 B or 480-984-4698 H.

TU/FFF/WCC:
Eric Larsen

Videos & Books
Dan Schwartz
Conservation
Eric Larsen
Raffles
Doc Nickel
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru
Robert McKeon
Website Guru
Ted MiskinnsMembership at Large
Jim Fraijo
Jim Dickson
Jay Figley
DESERT FLY CASTERS HOT LINE
480-654-6111
Web Address Site
www.desertflycasters.com
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MAIL TO:
Desert Fly Casters
P.O. Box 41271
Mesa, AZ 85274-1271
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